
Hello Commissioner Specia & members of the Family & Protective Services Board, Thank you 
for listening to my testimony today. I’m a retired Texas public school teacher, current board 
member of the Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry and one who has visited women and
children held in the Karnes Detention Center, run by the for-profit prison corporation GEO, and I
don’t want you to approve Rule 40. As a UU, I affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every-
one, and I’m appalled that our country props up private prison companies to make obscene prof-
its from incarcerating mothers and children, most who have fled their home countries to seek le-
gal protection from violence and abuse only to receive more mistreatment in my beloved United 
States. It’s un-American.

I’m glad to see with Proposed Rule 40 that the quality of care for children housed in family resi-
dential centers will be “enhanced,” but it begs the question why wasn’t this implemented over 
the past year that both GEO & CCA have been detaining children and their moms.

I have serious concerns about the Texas DFPS expending time and energy on this proposal be-
cause I can’t imagine why you would consider licensing either of the two Texas Family Deten-
tion Centers as childcare centers if you’ve actually visited them; however, I know they have a 
way of putting on a good dog and pony show. When I visited women and children in Karnes, 
I’ve personally heard guards snap at us because we hugged too long, and I’ve heard stories of 
guards threatening children that if they don’t walk the line they’ll be taken from their parents. 
That’s not child care. It’s the kind of child abuse and exploitation I want the DFPS to investigate,
not decide to license.

I’ve personally heard two young children share their memories of incarceration after being re-
leased. One said he’d made a paper airplane because he wanted to fly people to freedom, and a 
guard yelled at him and wadded up his handmade toy. Does this sound like child care? Would 
that behavior cultivate a child’s creativity? Would his mom’s complaint get heard? It didn’t

Another child told me he was glad to have been released from detention because now he’s gone 
into U.S. homes, where he’s seen we treat dogs nicely, like children should be treated.

These immigrant moms wanted simply to take their children to the home of the brave and land of
the free, not even realizing that most of the guns and violence in their own homelands have been 
caused by our failed U.S. economic policies and militarization of their formerly fertile farmland.

We’re all part of an interdependent web of existence, and I expect more from fellow Americans. 
Please don’t license these prisons as daycare centers.

Because I ended with time left on the clock, I added:
From a faith-based perspective we’ve heard from Catholics, Presbyterians and Unitarian Univer-
salists today, and I hope you realize we’re here to help.
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