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The 

Community News 
 September 2014 

OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 
September Sunday Services           

Theme  -  Vision 
 

September 7, 2014 - “Vision, 
Perception and Belief” -  Rev. 
Patrick Price 

September 14, 2014 - “Seeing in a 
Sacred Way” - Rev. Patrick Price 

September 21, 2014 - “A 

Persistence of Vision ” - Rev. 
Patrick Price      

September 28,  2014 - “Vision: The 
Literal, the Metaphor, and the 
Insight ” - Guest speaker: Chris 
Divers  

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the fourth 
Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children and 
Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  
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We Need Your Help With the Plano Balloon Fest 

If  you’ve ever attended the Plano Balloon Festival, you know 
that it’s fascinating and wonderful, with just a touch majesty to 
watch these hot-air balloons fill and take off. And if  you’ve ever 
been in the vicinity when the Balloon Festival is happening, you 
also know how popular it is due to all the cars on the road trying 
to get in and see the balloons. 

 
Someone here at CUUC was astute enough to recognize a great 
fund-raising opportunity -- register with the Balloon Festival 
organizers as a parking space, and open up The Back 40 for 
exactly that purpose. It’s a dead-simple way for the church to 
raise money. Indeed, it has turned into one of  our major fund-
raising events of  the year, and all we need to make it happen is 
for you to volunteer. 

 

So mark one of  the three following days on your calendar: Sept. 
19, 20, or 21 (Friday, Saturday, or Sunday). Reserve one to 
help us show people where to park and how to get to the 
Balloon Festival. Contact Lexie McGrane for signup times. She 
will be happy to sign you up. 

 

Help us make this year’s Balloon Festival fundraiser the best one 
yet!    Rob Saxon 
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We live in a society which bombards us constantly with images of consumption and endless doing.   In my own 
life and the lives of so many of us, I see the negative impacts of this.  We are constantly on the go.  We eat alone 
in cars or at our desks instead of at home with family or with friends.  We chronically don't get enough sleep.  
We watch TV or the internet instead of things we say we really want to do. Our consumer debt payments are 
more than our rent or house payments.  We feel empty and alone, cut off from those we love even when they 
may be close at hand.   

Our transcendentalist forebears such as Thoreau and Whitman  and Emerson, told us about the need to engage 
with the essential other, to experience life, not to be taken up by it.  As Thoreau said in our responsive reading. 

Why should we live in such a hurry and waste of life? We are determined to be starved  before we are  
hungry. I wish to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life. I wish to learn what life has to 
teach, and not, when I come to die, discover that I have not lived. I do not wish to live what is not life, 
living is so dear.  

 Just as in the hard sciences where the knowledge of particle and post-quantum physics informs on our 
understanding of astronomy and the cosmos, so too our self understanding can help us understand other people.  
It allows us to move from understanding to sympathy, and then to empathy.  It reveals our bonds to each other 
and humanizes us.   

The reality we perceive is the one we live, and that very act of perception is in turn heavily dependent on what 
we are already prepared to see.  So we can better transcend the deceits of others and the illusions of our own 
preconceptions, by being more deeply rooted in our understanding of who we are, and by being willing to 
engage with the other in an informed and open way. 

I am fond of a quote by UU Greta Cosby from her work, Tree and Jubilee.  She says, 

If I could give you one key, and one key only to a more abundant life, I would give you a sense of your 
own worth, an unshakable sense of your own dignity as one grounded in the source of the cosmic 
dance, as one who plays a unique part in the unfolding of the story of the world… Secure in the sense of 
our own worth, we can rejoice in the worth of others and love out of fullness instead of inner emptiness 
that eats others alive” (Freethinking Mystics With Hands, p. 89) 

Our visions of who we are, and who we want and need to be, are what does and will  feed us, will guide and lead 
us.  What visions do you want to live into?  Together, let us see what there is to see and to be.     

See you in church.  Blessings,  Patrick    

Patrick’s Ponderings  "Vision”                            

A Study and Discussion Group occurs on Sunday mornings 9 to 10am in Room E. Join us for UU 
Discussion and Study (GUUDS), principally led by the Rev. Patrick Price. Child care is provided.  This 
open ended, ongoing study and discussion group is for first time visitors as well as long time practitioners of 
Unitarian Universalism.   Using books by UU authors, we will examine the wide and deep intersection of 
human longing and experience with that which is greater than our individual selves, and calls us to heed the 
“better angels of our nature.” We are starting GUUDS with A House for Hope: The Promise of 
Progressive Religion for the Twenty-first Century, by John Buehrens and Rebecca Parker.   
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Did you rest over the summer? I hope so, because the busy fall season is upon us. Check your calendar and 
make sure you have these dates saved:  
 

Pops concert, Saturday, September 13 — Come hear some great music and see a variety of talents 
displayed by your fellow members and a few friends. 

Balloon Fest parking, September 19-21 — Our best chance to earn money from other people! Come take 
a shift and help us earn some income, as well as possibly meeting some people who need us but don’t 
know we’re here. 

Service Auction, November 15 — The theme this year is “classic movies.” Who will come as Humphrey 
Bogart? I’m thinking maybe my table will be Breakfast at Tiffany’s… Come enjoy the biggest party and the 
biggest fundraiser of the year. 

 

Board Update 
In early August, the Board of Trustees met for an all-day retreat to help us prepare for the coming year. We 
brainstormed some goals, and I’d like to share a sampling with you. The goals naturally fell into four categories: 
Outreach, involvement, empowerment and practicalities.  
 

Outreach  
Expand our service to, and impact on, the wider community 
Reach the people who need us 
Advocate for Standing on the Side of Love 

 

Involvement 
Create more ways for new members to get involved beyond worship 
Improve the volunteer experience 
Change the organizational structure to better support our programs (social action, religious education, 

worship, and so forth) 
 

Empowerment 
Inspire generosity and achieve abundance 
Create dynamic and enriching worship 
Become inspired by a shared project or mission 

 

Practical 
Fix the roof 

 

(We joked about “fix the roof,” but it really is a priority. Duane Mortensen, our trustee who oversees facilities, 
is working on it.)  

 

What do you think? Do those goals match your vision for Community Church? Talk to a board member and let 
us know.        Bright blessings,  Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

President’s Column  

Two Special Training Events in September 
 

We have two trainings coming up in September.  On Saturday, Sept.6, Community UU Church will host Spirit Play 
Training right here in our sanctuary from 9am to 5pm.  The Rev. Jennifer Innis will be our trainer.  If you are teaching 
Spirit Play in our classrooms – or if you are interested in this spiritual and innovative teaching style based on Montessori 
education – please join us.  Lunch and childcare will be provided.   
 

On Saturday, September 27, NATUUREs will sponsor a Youth Ministry Training for youth and adults.  It will be 
hosted at First Dallas Unitarian Church from 9:30am to 4pm.  Lunch will be provided and childcare is available upon 
request.  If you are working with our Coming of Age class – our high school class – YRUU – middle school OWL – or if 
you are a youth interested in leadership or chaplaincy … this training is for YOU!   
 

Both trainings are available to members of Community UU Church free of charge.  Please contact Amy Dessert, RE 
Board Chair, or DRE Kathy Smith for more information.  dre@communityUUchurch.org. 
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September, 2014 

Women’s Alliance 
Come celebrate the New Year and 
enjoy visiting with good friends and 
good food! Friends of Women’s 
Alliance members are always welcome 
as well. 
Event: 2014 Garden Lunch 

Date: Sunday, September 28 2014 
@ 1:00 p.m.  

Place: The Home of Jo Howser  

Directions: Just East of downtown 
Plano, right next to the First Baptist 
Church. Feel free to park in their big 
parking lot. 

Bring a dish to share, stroll through 
Jo’s beautiful, spacious garden 
and find out what Women’s Alliance 
has in store for 2014-2015. 

Please RSVP by email or phone call 
to: Vicki Verinder. 

However, feel free to come even if 
you can't RSVP. 

2014-2015 OFFICERS 
Co-Chairs: Kimberly Hughes, Vicki 
Verinder 
Treasurer: Barb Salvo 
Secretary: Pam Reinke-Walter 
 

Member Photo Gallery 
Is your membership picture missing or 
out of date?  You can drop by a photo 
shoot any Sunday we have a New 
Member ceremony.  To receive 
email notification of upcoming 
photo opportunities, please contact 
Janet Belden.  
 
 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall  

7pm 

September  12 - ROMEO AND 
JULIET - 2013 
 

Shakespeare's classic tale of romance and 
tragedy.  Two families of Verona, the 
Montagues and the Capulets, have been 
feuding with each other for years.  Young 
Romeo Montague (Douglas Booth) goes 
out with his friends to make trouble at a 
party the Capulets are hosting, but while 
there he spies the Capulet's daughter 
Juliet (Hailee Steinfeld) and falls 
hopelessly in love with her. She returns 
his affections, but they both know that 
their families will never allow them to 
follow their hearts.  The screenplay was 
written by Julian Fellowes who writes the 
Downton Abbey TV production  
 
September 26 - The MONUMENTS 
MEN - 2014 
 

Based on the true story of the greatest 
treasure hunt in history, The Monuments 
Men is an action drama focusing on an 
unlikely World War II platoon, tasked by 
FDR with going into Germany to rescue 
artistic masterpieces from Nazi thieves 
and returning them to their rightful 
owners.  Staring George Clooney, Matt 
Damon and Cate Blanchett.  
 
 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
September 13, at 11. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to live 
deliberately. 

Facilitator – Contact Ona Tannehill at 
Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org for location. 
 

 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: September 16 

Location: Deb Bliss’ home – meet the 
author 

Selection: The Witness: A Novel by 
Naomi Kryske  Jennifer Jeffries is single 
and the innocent victim of a violent 
assault. She is forced to deal with her 
trauma in the company of strangers, since 
she was in London and not her Houston 
home when the attack occurred. In 
addition, she must testify in one of 
London's Crown Courts against the man 
who nearly killed her. Her inauspicious 
circumstances and the intense style of 
writing create a strong connection with 
the reader.  Amazon 

Date: October 21 

Selection: The Reason I Jump: The 
Inner Voice of a Thirteen-Year-Old 
Boy with Autism by Naoki Higashida 

You’ve never read a book like The 
Reason I Jump.  Written by a very smart, 
very self-aware, and very charming 
thirteen-year-old boy with autism, it is a 
one-of-a-kind memoir that demonstrates 
how an autistic mind thinks, feels, 
perceives, and responds in ways few of us 
can imagine.  Parents and family 
members who never thought they could 
get inside the head of their autistic loved 
one at last have a way to break through to 
the curious, subtle, and complex life 
within. Amazon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the October 
newsletter is Friday, 
September 19.  Email your 
articles to newsletter@ 
communityuuchurch.org.  
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Quotes to Live By:  from Antoine de St.-Exupery 
In a house which becomes a home, one hands down and another takes up  
the heritage of mind and heart, laughter and tears, musings and deeds.   
Love, like a carefully loaded ship, crosses the gulf between the generations. 

Let us bring up our children.   
It is not the place of some official to hand to them their heritage.   
If others impart to our children our knowledge and ideals,  
they will lose all of us that is wordless and full of wonder.   

Let us build memories in our children, lest they drag out joyless lives,  
lest they allow treasures to be lost because they have not been given the keys. 

      
Growing Unitarian Universalists 

Kathy E. Smith, Director of Religious Education 
 

Parents are the first and primary religious educators for their children.  What children do day in and day out, 
morning into afternoon into evening into the next morning, builds the foundation for the kind of people they 
will become.  What happens at home affects them far more deeply than any one hour a week at church. 

And yet, if you are reading this page, you are bringing your child to Community UU Church for religious 
education and spiritual growth.  We who work in religious education know that we only provide the seeds – the 
families of our children provide the soil and the water and the sunshine that nurture those seeds into a garden. 

So what can you do as parents and family members to help our children integrate what they see and hear and 
learn at church into their daily lives? 

• Make it a family priority to come to church on Sunday mornings.  EVERY Sunday morning.  If sports or 
rehearsals or scouts schedule something on Sunday mornings, say, “I’m sorry, we can be there by 12:30, but church comes first.” 

• Start young.  Three- and four-year-olds are ready for the weekly ritual of church and eager to begin making 
friends. 

• Build family rituals that echo the rituals at church.  Light a chalice at meals.  Say grace together.  Talk about 
the day’s joys and sorrows at bedtime.  Sing chants and choruses in the car. 

• Sing “when I breathe in, I breathe in peace, when I breathe out, I breathe out love” when people are tense or 
tired. 

• Make some of our stories a part of your family life.  Buy a copy of Stone Soup or Ferdinand or Hide and 
Seek with God and read them at bedtime. 

• If you hear a story during the sermon or the Message for All Ages that you want to retell at home, just ask! 
Patrick and I are happy to share. 

• Talk about setting aside some of the family budget for pledges or donations. 
Shop at the UUA Bookstore (www.uuabookstore.org) for gifts. 

• Talk about their everyday moral dilemmas – and reinforce that our UU principles give us good guidelines on 
how to act. 

• Use UU symbols around your house.  Put a chalice and altar cloth on your table.  Magnets on your fridge.  A 
print of our Principles on the wall. 

• Come to church every Sunday.  Come to church for fun events too.  Go on church camping trips.  Help 
your children build a community of friends at church.  Encourage them to invite church friends home to play.   
 

There’s a bonus in this for you parents, too.  Children who have strong UU identities and good friends at church 
are eager to come to church.  They are less likely to be affected negatively by the “child evangelists” they meet at 
school and at play.  And they are more likely to rely on our values of respect, compassion, kindness, fairness and 
environmental stewardship in making decisions.    See you at church!  In faith, Kathy 

Religious Education 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Saturday, Sept.6 – Spirit Play Training here at CUUC, 9-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 7 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. (Fall program starts) 
Saturday, Sept. 13 – FUNdraiser, Pops Variety Show, 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday, Sept. 14 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. 
Fri. Sept. 19-Sun. Sept. 21 – FUNdraiser (Parking for Balloon Fest) 
Sunday, Sept. 21 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 21 – Dallas Pride Parade, 2 p.m. 
Sat. Sept. 27 – Youth Ministry Training (for youth and adults), First Dallas, 9:30-4 p.m.  
Sun., Sept. 28 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. (children’s chapel K-7th) 

Community News 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 
The Community Garden is bursting with life.  Tomatoes, sunflowers, okra, squash, corn, melons … AND 
toads, zipper spiders, hummingbirds, cardinals – an abundance of life in glorious diversity.  Our children in 
Religious Education classes have visited (and worked in) the garden several times this summer.  We welcome 
you to do the same!   
 

If you want to be a part of this wonderful community effort, please: 
Come out and talk to us after Church almost any Sunday 
Come to one of our garden socials (contact Deb Bliss for date and time) 
Join us for harvest at 8am on Saturday mornings 
Bring cardboard to put in the bins to help us mulch the paths and keep weeds down 

 

We’ve been harvesting twice a week (Tuesdays and Saturdays, and sometimes Thursdays).  We deliver 30 to 60 
pounds of fresh, organic produce every time.  It goes to Minnie’s Food Pantry (which sorts the produce into 
boxes to hand out), God’s Food Pantry, Allen Community Outreach Food Pantry, the Plano Food Pantry at 
the Church of the Holy Nativity, and The Samaritan Inn in McKinney, which is the only homeless shelter for 
Collin County and also has a transition program to help people off the streets.  Jim Binnings reported on 
August 2 that “The harvest was appreciated by the Samaritan Inn in McKinney. Kinda nice taking the harvest 
into the kitchen and hearing the cook talk about how great to see fresh rosemary, okra, greens and what he was 
going to do with them....” 
 

Community Garden is a community effort, and we are so happy to be part of Community Church!   
 

Until next month, Your Community Garden Correspondent 

 

It’s Not Too Early!  Our annual Halloween Party is just seven weeks away, October 25!  We’re already 
planning our tables, booths, and rooms.  Do you have something special you’d like to do with our great 
community of kids – a new game, a Halloween craft, a fun activity?  Or would you like to volunteer to help 
with something we’ve done before – the Sensorium, face-painting, Trunk-or-Treat?  Maybe you’d like to work 
with the teens to put on the Haunted House?  Whatever your interest, we’d like to hear about it!  Contact 
Amy Dessert, RE Board Chair or Kathy Smith, DRE, at dre@communityUUchurch.org.  
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Upcoming Social Justice Events 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Deadline for the October newsletter is Friday, September 19.  
Email your articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

Sunday, September 21 
Alan Ross Texas Freedom Parade.  Sunday, September 21. A great opportunity for service and fun at this 
year's Pride Parade. NTUUC is sponsoring a tent at the community celebration following the parade. This 
year we're going to try face-painting - the NTX DREs are coordinating volunteers for face painters, water 
runners, and people to talk to parents/interested people and hand out brochures. There are plenty of time 
slots available if you would like to participate. Melia Newman is leading the face painting effort and will be 
happy to teach any interested face painters the "tricks of the trade" for painting rainbows on faces. If you 
would like to join in the fun, contact Kathy Smith at dre@communityUUchurch.org. 
 

For anyone wanting to walk in the Pride Parade, we are gathering after Sunday service to car pool down 
to First Church where we shuttle over to the parade.  You can drive down and park at First Church but be 
aware there is limited parking there.  The parade starts at 2 pm.  For more information about car pooling, 
contact Sarah Reiling at sarahreiling@verizon.net.  
 
Support Barron Elementary 
During the months of August and September, we will repeat our health supplies drive for Barron 
Elementary. These materials are important since the school budget does not include funds for tissues and 
wipes during the colds and flu season. Please bring donations of facial tissues, Clorox wipes, and hand 
sanitizer and place in the collection box in the foyer. (Please purchase only the hand sanitizer that is 
alcohol-based, like Purel.) Also, if you are cleaning closets in preparation for back-to-school and find 
children’s winter coats that are no longer the right size, please consider donating these to our coat closet 
for Barron. You can add those to the same donations box. 

 
First Responders Day - September 11, 2014 
This year will be our 6th Annual First Responders Appreciation Day - September 11th! 
As in years past, CUUC will be delivering baked goods and other treats and notes of appreciation to our 
Collin County First Responders ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th.  
 

You can start helping now by collecting and donating baskets you may find.  Just bring them to the 
church. Please bring your contributions of home baked goods, healthy snacks, baskets, gift 
certificates, and notes of appreciation to Founders Hall on Sunday Sept. 7 (if they will keep well 
until Thursday) or bring them to the church between 7 and 10 pm on Tuesday Sept. 10. 
 

Volunteers and baked goods/treats are needed to make this a success again this year.  This year we are 
asking volunteers to come out on Wednesday night, September 10, and help assemble the 
baskets together! We would love donations of individual servings (think cookies, brownies, bars, granola 
bars, dried fruits, fruits, healthy snacks, nuts, etc) for the men and women who serve and protect. Or 
bring full cakes, trays, loaves and breads for whole firehouses or stations (we will deliver again to between 
40 and 50 locations! - depending on donations).  Just do not bring anything that needs refrigeration.  Help 
us show our first responders just how much we appreciate their dedication to our community. 
 

If you have any questions or would like to help or volunteer to make deliveries, please contact 
Barb Salvo. 
 

It is a lot of fun to deliver the baskets. You might even get a tour of the firehouse!!  Delivery assignments 
are first come first serve, so the sooner you sign up the more likely you'll get your chosen locations. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal growth of the 
adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living Unitarian Universalist 
tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each evening class 
begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and ends at 1:30 pm. Our 
programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  (972-424-8989) at 
least 48 hours in advance. 
 
Monday Evenings - Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-observation 
and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the backbone of our 
studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced meditator, to join us on our 
exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in 
our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions 
and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 

Tuesday Evenings  - Leadership Training  
The popular Harvest the Power class will be offered on Tuesdays, beginning September 23. Many Unitarian Universalists 
experience a deepening commitment to their faith and congregation as a call to accept a position of leadership.   Harvest the 
Power provides leadership skill development that goes hand-in-hand with faith development. The program helps lay leaders 
grow in spirit as they grow as leaders.  

Harvest the Power addresses the reality that today’s leaders operate at a time of rapid cultural change, both in and outside our 
congregations. Leaders need a broad range of skills, both technical and visionary.  

The program’s 12 workshops offer opportunities for both new and experienced leaders to enrich the skills they bring to their 
leadership and to experience their leadership journey as a Unitarian Universalist faith journey  If you have an interest in 
leadership let Sarah Reiling or other Board Members know.  The class is by invitation. 

Wednesday-Cosmos - a Spacetime Odyssey" 2014 
The Adult Religious Education class, "Cosmos - a Spacetime Odyssey", 2014, is continuing throughout September! 

For those with fond memories of Carl Sagan, for those who enjoy revisiting foundations of science, and for those who 
missed the recent Cosmos series with Neil Degrass Tyson - we offer this class.  Facilitators George Norwood and Celeste 
Kennedy will also address the pertinent ideas of each episode and encourage creative discussions.  The class began 
Wednesday, August 13 and runs until Wednesday, November 5.   Attend the one you missed or attend all and enjoy the 
discussion.  

The September schedule for Cosmos will include:   
Episode 4:  "A Sky Full of Ghosts"       Episode 6:  "Deeper, Deeper, Deeper Still" 
Episode 5:  "Hiding in the Light"       Episode 7:  "The Clean Room" 
For more information on each class go to: http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/cosmos .  
 
Thursday Evenings - Origins of the Human Mind  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

Please feel free to join us for an exploration of the origins of the human mind.  The human mind is the only mind that 
reflects on its own nature and development.  Modern neuroscience has shifted the view of our minds as inextricably linked to 
complex. The emergence of our minds from non-human minds, their development across each human lifespan and their 
linkage with brain functions, are the core issues addressed in this course which is a tour of fundamental questions in 
psychology, psychiatry, evolution, neuroscience, and ethics.        (Continued on Page 9) 
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Community News 
 Adult Religious Education (Continued from Page 8) 

Origins of the Human Mind   
Section C - Environmental Factors 
Aug. 28 - Rationality, Psychosis, & Schizophrenia    Sept. 25 - Attention, Impulse Control, ADHD 
Sept. 11 - ***BREAK***              Oct. 2 - Empathy, Social Connections, & Autism  

 Summer Pops - Performers and Helpers Needed! 
Plano Community Unitarian Universalist Church is hosting its annual fabulous Summer Pops in September and we 
need performers! 
 

What we’re looking for: 
Comedy routines 
Skits 
Music 
Poetry readings 
And other types as well. Contact Robin Coulonge (see below) 
We also need good stage hands, those people behind the scenes who make it all happen.  

 

Other Details: 
Plano Community Unitarian Universalist Church 

2875 E Parker Rd, Plano, TX 75074 
Organizer: Robin Coulonge  
When: Sept. 13, 2014 
 

Come show off your talents, hidden or blatant, either in front of the audience, or behind the stage. Try out that 
routine, or get your musical piece ready to go -- it will be a blast When you’ve got the performing bug, it’s better than 
just watching. Join us! 

CIRCLE SUPPERS has begun for the 2014-2015 year. 
This is a great way to get to know other Community 
members. Our first supper is Sept 8, however the 
following months we will meet the 2nd Saturday of 
each month.   If you’re not on our list, just send an email 
to Circlesuppers@communityUUchurch.org and give 
your name (or names) and email and a phone number.   

We try to keep about 7 to 10 people in each dinner group. 
Each month we email all the people who signed up for 
CIRCLE SUPPERS to see who would like to attend this 
month and to see who might be available to host. The 
guests meet at the host’s home. The host provides the 
main dish and each guest brings an additional dish or 
drinks.  

If you are new to our church this is a great way to meet 
some new folks.  It is OK to sign up even if your situation 
doesn’t allow you to be a host.    If you attended a Circle 
Supper last year you don’t need to sign up – you're 
already on our list.  

FREE MONEY!  

Albertson’s:  Use Community Partners key 
chain tag or have them enter 49000109261. 

  

Kroger:  Update your Kroger Plus card to 
link to organization 83309 at 
www.kroger.com/communityrewards 

  

Tom Thumb:  Link your Rewards Card to 
charity 8089 at Customer Service. 

  

Amazon.com: Search for Community 
Unitarian at smile.amazon.com and link to 
your account. 

The church will get a portion of all 
purchase amounts! 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Rob Hight: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, : Vacant 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

July Financial Report 
 
 

The July 2014 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are very close to budget on 
both income and expense, with the slight income overage due to final payments on last year’s pledges, timely 
payment of the new year’s pledges and some new pledges added to the mix.  Thank you to all of you who 
responded to my pledge reminders!  The only expense variance I’d point out is the under-spending of the 
Facilities budget, due to lower electricity and water bills – due in part to a summer with a few mild weather 
episodes and more efficient HVAC units.  We expect this trend to continue, and at the end of the fiscal year, 
the accumulated savings will be paid back to the Unrestricted Planned Giving Fund. 

Did you know that nearly 11% of our budget income comes from our fund raising efforts, and nearly 75% of 
our fund raising is the combined total for the Pops Concert, Balloon Festival Parking and the Service Auction 
(all happening soon)?  Message:  Success of these fund raisers is a key to our financial viability.  Inference:  We 
need your help to make these fund raisers a success.  Lexie McGrane is currently taking names of people 
to volunteer at the parking concession; Robin Coulonge is gathering names for Pops performers and soon we 
will be making solicitations for Service Auction donations.  Please say YES when asked to help, or better yet, 
don’t wait to be asked; offer instead. 

FREE MONEY:  Please participate in this program if you shop at Albertson’s, Kroger or Tom Thumb or 
make on-line purchases from Amazon.com – where the church gets a small percentage of the money you 
spend there.  If you’re not already participating, see Mike Owens, Jeb Fredrickson, or Dick Hildenbrand for 
details; it’s pretty easy. 

INCOME & EXPENSE JUlY  2014 

INCOME 

July 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 16.7% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $19,717 $16,870 $49,329 $45,717 $234,300 21.1% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $209 $210 $704   $1,170 $33,170 2.1% 

Total Building Usage  $1,600 $1,980 $4,423   $4,785 $26,863 16.5% 

Misc. Income $762 $767  $1,621   $1,535 $16,006 10.1% 

TOTAL INCOME $22,288 $19,827 $56,078 $53,207 $310,339 18.1% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,508 $3,983 $9,502 $9,937 $57,087 16.6% 

Programs $1,548 $1,806 $3,405 $3,477 $23,555 14.5% 

Religious Education $4,954 $4,874 $12,865 $9,978 $54,685 23.5% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,935 $5,776 $9,636 $11,172 $62,874 15.3% 

Ministry $7,563 $7,834 $14,948 $15,668 $94,498 15.8% 

Denomination $1,607 $1,607 $1,607 $1,607 $17,674 9.1% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $25,151 $25,880 $51,963 $51,839 $310,374 16.7% 

NET INCOME -$2,863  -$6,052 $4,115 $1,368 - $35 - 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Thursday, 9am to 1pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 
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Community Unitarian Universalist Church Presents 

Variety is the Spice! - Summer Pops 2014 

The Spice Must Flow! Come out and spend a delightfully fun evening at our Summer Pops performance! Variety show is 
the theme, so be prepared for an eclectic band of performers, ready to dazzle you right before your very eyes! On 
September 13, friends and family will provide us with a wonderful time at this year’s show, “Variety is the Spice.” 

There will be refreshments and a cash raffle, and bring your friends! There’s no reason to keep all that Spice to 
yourselves -- let if flow! 

Located at 2875 E. Parker Rd., Plano, TX (between Jupiter and Spring Creek). 

Tickets $15 (18 and older) and $10 (children and performers). Childcare provided by reservation. Call the church office 

at 972-424-8989 at least 48 hours in advance. It will be a fantastic night! 

NEW UU Class - Saturday, September 13 - 9am - 1:30pm.    Lunch and childcare provided. 

Do you want to learn more about Unitarian Universalism or Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano? Maybe 
you would like to meet some of our leaders, or to hear about our programs and activities. Maybe you're thinking about 
becoming a member. Are you interested in sharing your story or hearing those of other new UUs like yourself? 
 

The New UU class is fundamental and perfect for experiencing the sense of community for which you have been longing. 
 

The workshop is broadly divided into three areas: 
- spiritual journey and worship, 
- history and background of Unitarian Universalism, 
- the programs and organization of Community Church. 
 

For More Information or To Register: email (membcom@communityuuchurch.org 
OR  cuucmember@gmail.com ) with your contact information or talk to a Greeter in the foyer on Sunday. We will 
need to know if you need childcare and the names and ages of the children. 



               14         The Community News - September 2014 

 

For our September 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation 
of  these events, please visit the church calendar at  http://
www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 


