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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  

diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 
community. 

 
June Sunday Services           
Theme  -  First Principle 

 

June 1, 2014 - “The Inherent Worth 
and Dignity of Every Person”  - 
Rev. Patrick Price.   

June 8, 2014 - “So Now What?: 
Living the Hope of Worth and 
Dignity ” - Rev. Patrick Price.   

June 15, 2014 - “Being Male/Feeling 
Like a Man ”Rev. Patrice Price. 

June 22,  2014 -  Sai Center “Love 
All, Serve All” 

June 29, 2014—Worship Team & 
Speaker TBA. 
    

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the fourth 
Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children and 
Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Patrick’s Ponderings 2 

 President’s Column 3 

 Community Garden 6 

 Women’s Alliance 7 

  Adult Religious Ed. 8 

In This Issue 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  
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e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

 

  A New Year Begins 

……….. A new church year, that is!  As we look back 
on 2013-2014, there are many things we have done as 
individuals and as a church community to nourish 
spirits, work for justice, and transform lives.  You have 
heard about some of  these things during worship 
services, and perhaps at small groups meetings and 
committees in which you participate. 

Some of  these things include: delivering goodies to first 
responders to honor their service to the community; 
supporting programs, students, and teachers, through 
our volunteer work at Barron Elementary School; 
contributing fresh, organically grown produce to local 
food pantries including God’s Food Pantry and Minnie’s; 
participating in the Pride Parade; and much more.   

As our 2014-2015 church year begins we have the 
opportunity to live our mission in these same ways, and 
to find new ways.  There will always be opportunities to 
make a difference both within our church and in the 
larger community. 

It’s a new year, let’s begin! 
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"We covenant to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person."   This sentence seems so 
obvious to many of us and yet its message is one of the defining characteristics of Unitarian Universalism, in 
contrast to many, many other faith traditions. This first of our enumerated principles, along with our seventh 
principle, "respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part," (which is our theme for 
July), is one of the two most commonly known and repeated by us. 

For UUs this idea of inherent worth and dignity came from our Unitarian forebears who rejected the orthodox 
view of the complete depravity of humanity whose only salvation could lay in re-achieving innocence, purity and 
perfection through God's grace.  Rather, they felt that there is in every person an essential quality of goodness 
rather than inherent depravity.  This was not the same thing as saying no one was sinful or going to pay eternally 
for transgressions not rectified, but it did lead to a considerable amount of optimism on the part of New 
England Unitarians in the nineteenth century.  Eventually the distinguishing observation was made that "while 
Universalists held that God was too good to damn them, Unitarians held that they where too good to be 
damned." 

Yet, it is a matter of faith to hold this affirmation. Often almost more faith than we can muster. Given the state  
of our world and our lives, it often takes a lot of faith to believe and affirm in our heart of hearts that we and/or 
others are inherently worthy.  I dare say that for most of us it often takes more faith to affirm someone's 
inherent worth and dignity, especially after they have just royally ticked us off, than it does to believe that they 
are really a miserable worm who will hopefully rot in a hell we don't believe in. 

It is also harder to feel affirmed ourselves when we have done something which in our souls we are sick about.  
This is why we covenant together and have each other in community.  To help, to remind, to heal and to affirm 
when we feel weak or afraid; when we have lost faith. 

No matter whether we understand our inherent worth and dignity to be of divine or human origins, we cannot 
experience it if we are not aware and alive to it ourselves for ourselves and in regards to others.  We may have all 
the inherent worth and dignity we could ask for in some abstract state, but unless we treat ourselves and each 
other that way, it is not a lived or manifest reality. 

As Unitarian Universalists we acknowledge that as inherently worthy beings we really are enough in ourselves 
even as we fall short in much of what we do and would be, and in turn, we need each other and that which we 
call Holy. Daily we struggle, individually and collectively, to embrace our failures and our successes, and to own 
our shadows.  We are open to the constant, incremental revelations of life, realizing that with compassion and 
courage we can become wiser and more enlightened from our encounters with our own  brokenness  and  that 
of others. Together we are "affirming and promoting the essential and acquired value of every person and the 
resulting honor and esteem due them."  As we move through our lives, day by day, with the joy and hope of this 
excellent wisdom, we in turn, have a chance to make the world a wiser and more excellent place to be for 
ourselves and for all. 

 See you in church.  Blessings,  Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  "The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person”  
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Beloved friends— 

As we start a new Church year, this is the perfect time to fly up to the 30,000-foot viewpoint and check our 
direction. Are we on the right path? 

In June 2013, at our annual board retreat, the trustees agreed to a pithy rewrite of our mission statement: our 
purpose is to “nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives.” These three points have served as a 
touchstone all year, particularly as we work to increase our focus on collective social action. 

Our leadership retreat last August — attended by about one-fourth of our members — allowed us to identify 
several priorities. Barron Elementary emerged as the cause that solicited the most passion over the course of the 
year. Thirty people volunteered at the school, and even more donated health supplies or winter coats. Hunger 
initiatives also involved many people, including 22 gardeners and another handful of volunteers for God’s Food 
Pantry. 

One of my goals for Community UU Church is for us to continue this outward-looking focus on the larger 
community. What do you think our goals should be? 

Do you think we’re heading in the right direction? What are you wishing for? Do you have needs that aren’t 
being addressed? Are there community needs we should be filling? 

We’re working on plans to explore these questions at this year’s August leadership retreat. In the meantime, give 
it some thought, share your ideas with me, and keep August 23rd open on your calendar. 

Let’s make this coming year one of transformation for ourselves and for Community Church. Thanks for all the 
love and energy you bring to our community. I treasure each of you. 

Blessed be, 
Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

FREE MONEY 

In an effort to save the church money, we are asking members/friends/visitors if  
they would rather get the newsletter via email as opposed to a hard copy. Sending 
the newsletter via email would save us paper costs, copy machine fees, bulk mail 
permit fee, and postage. Email the church office at cuuc-office@community.org 
if  you wish to receive the newsletter via email. Please include your email address so 
we send it correctly. Thanks 

President’s Column  
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June, 2014 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
June 14, at 11, at Ona Tannehill’s 
home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 
 
Need Summer Leaders and 
Assistants! We still have lots of 
opportunities to volunteer to teach or 
assist this summer.  You can choose 
your age range (preschool, elementary 
or older children) and the days you 
teach.  If you’d rather work with 
youth, Charles Long will be facilitating 
a program on the scientific proof for 
evolution and needs a second adult 
each week.  To volunteer, please 
contact Kathy Smith at 
dre@communityUUchurch.org as 
soon as possible! 

 
 

The church office will be closed 
Friday, July 4th for the holiday.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks Founders Hall  

June 13 - Gravity - 2013 

A medical engineer (Sandra Bullock) on 
her first shuttle mission and a veteran 
astronaut (George Clooney) on his last 
flight before retiring, work together to 
survive after a catastrophe destroys their 
shuttle and leaves them adrift in orbit 
tethered to nothing but each other and 
spiraling out into the blackness.  Alfonso 
Cuaron won the Best Director 
Oscar.  Sandra Bullock and the movie 
were nominated for Oscar's. 

 

June 27 - Saving Mr. Banks- 2013 

Author J.L. Travers (Emma Thompson) 
reflects on her childhood after reluctantly 
meeting with Walt Disney (Tom Hanks), 
who seeks to adapt her Mary Poppins 
books for the big screen.  
 

 
Thinking about joining the “cool 
kids” in RE?  The RE Board is currently 
talking to folks about teaching next year.  
Please – whether or not you have 
children in the program, Religious 
Education is a program that is vital not 
only to our future but our present as well.  
So when you are invited to teach, please 
say yes!  And if you’d like to volunteer 
without being asked, we’d love to talk to 
you!  Contact any member of the RE 
Board or DRE Kathy Smith today! 
 

 

During the summer months, Shanda’s 

office hours will change from Thursdays 

to Wednesdays during the first three 

weeks on June. On June 26th, my office 

hours will resume to Thursdays. Please 

contact me at 

membershipcoord@communityuuchu

rch.org if you have any questions or need 

to arrange an additional appointment 

time. 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: June, Tuesday 17 

Location: Janet Belden’s 
home.  Contact Janet by Friday, May 16 
if you plan to attend. 

Selection: Steve Jobs by Walter 
Isaacson   Based on more than forty interviews 
with Jobs conducted over two years—as well as 
interviews with more than 100 family members, 
friends, adversaries, competitors, and 
colleagues—Walter Isaacson set down the 
riveting story of the roller-coaster life and 
searingly intense personality of a creative 
entrepreneur whose passion for perfection and 
ferocious drive revolutionized six industries: 
personal computers, animated movies, music, 
phones, tablet computing, and digital publishing. 
Isaacson’s portrait touched hundreds of 
thousands of readers.- Barnes and Noble. 

 

Date: July, Tuesday 15 

Selection: Still Alice by Lisa 
Genova   Still Alice is a compelling debut novel 
about a 50-year-old woman's sudden descent into 
early onset Alzheimer's disease, written by first-
time author Lisa Genova, who holds a Ph. D in 
neuroscience from Harvard University. Alice 
Howland, happily married with three grown 
children and a house on the Cape, is a celebrated 
Harvard professor at the height of her career 
when she notices a forgetfulness creeping into her 
life. As confusion starts to cloud her thinking 
and her memory begins to fail her, she receives a 
devastating diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's 
disease. Fiercely independent, Alice struggles to 
maintain her lifestyle and live in the moment, 
even as her sense of self is being stripped away. In 
turns heartbreaking, inspiring and terrifying, 
Still Alice captures in remarkable detail what's 
it's like to literally lose your mind...- Amazon. 

 

Deadline for the July 
newsletter is Friday, June 
13. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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Quotes to Live By 
“Nature wears the color of the spirit.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

Evolution?  Here and Now 
By Kathy E. Smith, Director of Religious Education 

 
Over the past few summers, our summer religious education classes have used several programs that bring in 
popular culture: The Hunger Games, Magic School Bus Goes to ChUUrch, Hogwarts Academy of Fun.  This 
summer we’re focusing on a topic that gets lots of airplay in pop culture and generates lots of controversy on 
social media.  We’re taking a serious scientific and religious look at evolution.   
 
Why teach evolution in a Unitarian Universalist religious education program?   
 

• One of our core spiritual values is the search for truth. 
• We trace our religious heritage through a long lineage of scientists and thinkers.   
•  We believe that learning is a continuous process ("revelation is ongoing"). 
• We believe in learning by asking questions – but also by considering the answers offered by the 

leading thinkers of our day.   
• We count "the guidance of reason and the results of science" as one of our six theological sources 

of wisdom.   
•  We believe that everything in the universe is intimately and inextricably bound together (that 

interdependent web of all existence).   
• Another one of our six theological sources of wisdom is “the direct experience of transcending 

mystery and wonder”.   
• Our earth is an amazing place.  The Great Story of how it came to be is one way to touch that 

transcending mystery and wonder.   
• Our culture is full of misinformation about science in general and evolution specifically.  Our 

churches are committed to teaching accurate information in an environment where it is safe to ask 
questions (just as we do with sexuality education in the Our Whole Lives program).   

• From UU educator Connie Barlow: “If children can learn at church that they descend from the 
stars and that their ancestors once swam in the sea, perhaps they’ll see that there’s no fundamental 
contradiction between having a religious understanding of the world – one that stands in awe of 
creation and finds meaning and value in existence – and embracing the profound offerings of 
science.”   

• And from her husband, former UCC minister Michael Dowd: “The science-based story of an 
emerging universe and the Bible are not in conflict.  They are mutually enriching.”   

• It gives us a chance to play with dinosaurs, chemistry, and stardust.   
• And that’s fun!   

 
So if someone asks you, "why is your church teaching evolution?", here are a dozen answers to pick 
from.  Better yet, invite them to come with you and check out the cool and amazing things our children and 
youth will be learning every Sunday this summer.   
 
See you in church!  In faith, Kathy 
 

 

Religious Education 
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Membership is a dynamic process rather than a single act. It begins when one makes the conscious 
choice to formally affiliate with a particular congregation—yet that decision marks the beginning of the 
membership journey rather than its end. In More Than Numbers: The Way Churches Grow, Loren Mead 
outlines four dimensions of growth. 
 

Numerical growth is best calculated by tracking how many attend per week at Sunday morning worship, in 
Sunday school, and at adult religious education programs. This number represents the active members and is 
also tied to the size of the budget and the number of activities offered by the congregation.  
 

Maturational growth represents opportunities for members to deepen their faith and spiritual roots, as well 
as to increase their understanding of the spectrum of religious possibilities. This kind of growth also includes 
the ways in which, and the depth to which, the congregation cares for others. For maturational growth to 
occur, a congregation must empower members to contribute their unique talents and gifts for the well-being 
of the whole.  

 

Organic growth is growth of the congregation as a functioning community and an institution that can 
engage with other institutions of society. The term refers to healthy internal organizational structures such as 
policies, processes, practices, and programs; recruiting and succession-planning practices for leaders; 
evaluation mechanisms for programs, volunteers, and paid staff; and practices that deal with conflict openly 
and honestly.  
 
Incarnational growth is the ability to take the meanings and values of Unitarian Universalism and make 
them real in the world outside the congregation. A vital congregation must be able to build itself into a 
religious community in which people can deepen their spiritual life, be challenged to live out their faith, and 

engage in the larger community to make the world more loving and just.  

Community News 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

The Community Garden is growing!  All the plots are full of greens and vegetables.  The food forest is 
growing tall and its beautiful new paths make it a pleasure to wander through it,.  We’ve planted the new hugel 
culture terrace garden with amaranth, okra, melon, cucumber, peppers, pumpkins and herbs.  Come out and 
take a look any Sunday morning.  There’s almost always someone there to show you around.   

Want a chance to enjoy the sunshine and the good earth?  Harvesting on a Saturday morning is rewarding, full 
of camaraderie, and (yes! really!) loads of fun.  We love helping hands!  And we have so much to harvest right 
now that we’ve had to leave some things growing beyond their prime – there just aren’t enough hands and 
hours to get it all.  So come on over any Saturday morning and help make a difference in the world!   

A tip for home gardeners from the eco-friendly organic folks at the garden: Bare soil gets hotter and water 
evaporates more quickly.  Mulch it with wood chips or straw to make your life easier, conserve water and keep 
your plants in good shape.   

For any home gardeners who’d like a freebie, we have an abundance of tomato cages at the base of the 
hill.  Some are quite sturdy cylindrical towers.  If they’re not taken by mid-summer, we’ll have to toss them so 
they don’t get tangled up in vines.  Save a cage from the landfill – give it a good home in your yard! 
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Community News 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Social Justice Events 
 

Sunday, June 22 following the morning service: our discussion of the 2013 - 2014 Common Read book, 
Behind the Kitchen Door. Be sure to read the book and join us for our discussion. 
 

Sunday, July 20 following the morning service: we will have a special speaker who has just returned to 
the U.S. following a two-year term as a Peace Corps volunteer in rural Ghana, West Africa. Linda Smittle 
retired from Texas Instruments a few years ago and decided that she wanted to do something different, so 
she applied to be a Peace Corps Volunteer! She worked in Ghana as a health services educator and 
assisted the community in installing and repairing boreholes (wells) and building household latrines for 
families. In her "spare" time, she read stories to neighborhood children. Linda will share her experiences 
and pictures from her life in Ghana. 

Calendar of Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sunday, June 1 - 10:30 am, Worship, Summer Program begins 
Saturday, June 7 – 7:30 pm, Community Café Coffeehouse 
Sunday, June 8 –10:30 am, Worship/RE  
Sunday, June 15 – 10:30 am, Worship/RE 
Sunday, June 22 – 10:30 am, Worship/RE 
Sunday, June 29 – 10:30 am, Worship/RE 

Howdy Partners, Come Join Us 

Dust off  your favorite comfort food recipes!!                  

Women's Alliance Down Home Potluck 

WHO:  Open to all women, their spouses and friends 

WHERE:  CUUC Founders Hall, 2875 E. Parker Rd., Plano TX  75074 

WHEN:  Saturday, June 21, 2014 at 6:00 PM 

WHAT:  Down Home Potluck 

Child care available upon request 

Contacts:  Valerie Gomes to let her know what type of  Down Home dish you are bringing to share. 

To Request Child Care, contact: Arlene Burleson by Friday,  June 6. 

NOTICE DATE OF DEADLINE!!  Deadline for the July newsletter is Friday, June 
13th. Email your articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

Date for the next Newcomer’s Orientation has been changed from June 7th to June 14th, 9am to 
1:30pm in Room F.  
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and 
ends at 1:30 pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

Community Capitalism - Learn to Make this form of Capitalism Work for Your—Presented by Ed 
Qualls, Community UU member.  7-9 pm, starting June 18 for six sessions in Founders Hall.  
 

Ed has recently published a book: “Community Capitalism: Pulling Capitalism Back from Its Own Abyss”. He 
contends there are wrongs to correct with the present American economic, financial and political system - these 
changes will be vital for our survival as a nation. 
 

The topics to be explored include money, economic systems (the forms of capitalism, socialism, etc.), banking, 
derivatives, the stock markets, bonds, balance of trade, insurance, the legal industry, political party roles in 
economic swings, hidden problems.  
 

Each meeting will be a chance for the attendees to explore possible options - personal and societal - to 
correcting the wrongs that we see too much of in our current situation. A donation of $20 is requested for the 
book.  
 

Thursday Evenings 

Origins of the Mind  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 
Part III—The Origins of the Human Mind  June 19 - Infancy - Temperament & Attachment 
June 5 - Instinct, Leaning, & Emotion    June 26 - Childhood - Stages & Widening Contests 
June 12 - Microevolution, Culture, & the Brain  July 3 - ***BREAK*** 
                 

Please feel free to join us for an exploration of the origins of the human mind.  The human mind is the only 
mind that reflects on its own nature and development.  Modern neuroscience has shifted the view of our minds 
as inextricably linked to complex  The emergence of our minds from non-human minds, their development 
across each human lifespan and their linkage with brain functions, are the core issues addressed in this course 
which is a tour of fundamental questions in psychology, psychiatry, evolution, neuroscience, and ethics.   
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Community News 

 

For our June 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and 
confirmation of  these events, please visit the church calendar at  http://
www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Gary Sharpsteen, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

April Financial Report 
 
 

The April 2014 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  At this point, we are still $13k ahead of 
budget and we predict that we will end the year with a new income of around $15k.  The next question then becomes 
what to do with this unplanned money. 

Some may argue that some of this money should be used to help balance next year’s budget, however both the Finance 
Committee and Board of Trustees strongly feel that it is unwise to use one-time money to pay for recurring expenses, as 
it just delays the day of reckoning until the next budget cycle.  Essentially all of our surplus is a result of receipt of IRS 
tax credits from the Affordable Care Act and tax year 2013 is the last year for which we can claim this credit – we 
received the last check of $4,318 this month – so the surplus truly is “one-time” money. 

Between discussions at Finance and Board meetings, the decision has been made to distribute this year’s surplus as 
follows: 

Staff bonuses of 3% of annual salary for salaried employees who have been employed for the entire fiscal year 

Capital Fund for expensive emergency repairs/replacement: $2,500.00 

DRE Sabbatical Accrual:  $3,000.00 

One-time OWL curriculum purchase:  $1,200.00 

Cash Reserve: The balance, expected to be around $4,400 
 

Next year’s budget is quite austere (assuming by the time you read this, it will have already been approved), so every 
penny of income will count.  Letters will go out on June 1st asking for overdue payment of any FY 13-14 pledge balances.  
And, of course, any pledge increases for FY 14-15 are always appreciated! 

INCOME & EXPENSE April  2014 

INCOME 

April 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 91.7% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $14,997 $16,812 $217,428 $221,523 $238,400 91.2% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $916 $530 $35,187   $32,280 $32,810 107.2% 

Total Building Usage  $2,370 $2,700 $24,219   $24,685 $26,885 90.0% 

Misc. Income $400 $694  $20,832   $13,062 $13,756 151.4% 

TOTAL INCOME $18,682 $20,736 $297,666 $291,551 $311,851 95.5% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,868 $4,900 $57,222 $56,308 $61,616 92.9% 

Programs $1,606 $1,776 $19,753 $23,011 $25,137 78.6% 

Religious Education $3,937 $4,931 $47,409 $50,170 $54,851 86.4% 

Facilities/Grounds $5,423 $4,926 $57,156 $56,318 $60,973 93.7% 

Ministry $8,988 $7,759 $82,377 $84,650 $92,410 89.1% 

Denomination $1,475 $1,533 $14,750 $15,331 $16,864 87.5% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $26,298 $25,826 $278,868 $285,787 $311,851 89.4% 

NET INCOME - $7,616  -$5,090 $18,798 $5,763 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Thursday, 9am to 1pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 

especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 
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