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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  

diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 
community. 

 
August Sunday Services           

Theme  -  Renewal 
 

August 3, 2014 - “Fanning the 
Flame” Guest Speaker Elena 
Westbrook  

August 10, 2014 - “Renewal of 
Community” - Guest Speaker—
Kathy Smith  

August 17, 2014 - “A Question Box 
Sermon”  - Rev. Patrick Price      

August 24,  2014 - “Annual 
Ingathering of Waters/Water 
Communion Service”  - Rev. 
Patrick Price. See page 2  

August 31, 2014 -  Guest Speaker 
Imam Bashir  
 

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the fourth 
Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children and 
Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Patrick’s 
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Can Fundraising Actually Be Fun?  

Yes!  Allow me to explain. 

Fall fundraiser season is fast approaching. This time of year is important 
for our Church budget, as some of our biggest fundraisers occur in 
September and November. They are, in order of appearance, Summer Pops 
(Sept. 13), the  Plano Balloon Festival (Sept. 19-21), and the Service 
Auction (Nov. 15). What are they, and what kind of help is needed? 

Summer Pops is a wonderful, fun-filled evening of entertainment, full of 
song, dance, and acting. Entertainment will be provided by volunteers from 
our congregation, and non-members as well. If you’ve ever thought about 
doing something, now’s your chance to get up and do it. Robin Coulonge, 
this year’s organizer, is quite theatre-savvy, and she is accepting new acts. If 
that’s not your style, then come out and watch with the rest of us. It will be 
a lot of fun! 

The Plano Balloon Festival brings in quite a bit of funds for the Church 
as well. Every year the Plano Balloon Festival has designated our location 
as an official parking location. The great news here is that they take care of 
all the advertising! All we need to do is for some volunteers to come out 
and help direct cars to keep traffic moving smoothly. 

Finally there is the Service Auction. Every year the Church holds an 
auction to raise yet more money to help meet our budget. But it’s not just 
an auction. It’s a dinner party, where each table is decorated according to a 
theme. Each table will have someone in charge of that table’s decorations 
as well as finding people to fill those seats. We all have a grand time, so 
please join us. 

As much fun as we can have at these events, we need your help and 
participation. Please keep your eyes open for details for each of these 
events in the monthly newsletter and the weekly e-blasts, or any other 
announcements. 
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Renewal is the act or process of renewing. Renewal is a quality or state of being renewed. To renew 
something is to make it like new. It is to restore something to freshness, or vigor. To renew is to restore 
something to existence: to revive it, possibly to make extensive changes in it, even to rebuild it. To renew is to 
make something or someone new spiritually. It is to regenerate that which has been damaged or cut off.  
Renewal is to restore us to full potential and relationship. 

The late UU social ethicist and theologian James Luther Adams wrote that  one of the pillars of liberal 
religion is,  "That we must think critically but hope always -- remembering that none of us knows enough to be 
justified in an ultimate despair." There is always hope. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote and preached, 
paraphrasing Unitarian abolitionist, Theodore Parker, "the arch of the universe is long and it bends toward 
justice." 

 As Unitarian Universalists we have hope for renewal because the revelation of truth and understanding is not 
closed and we have faith in the ultimate optimism of the Universe.  We are participants in and expressions of an 
existence which is innately relational and sacred by its very nature.  We are inheritors and trustees of a living 
tradition, of a tradition which affirms the on- going renewal of our lives and the world. 

 Our congregation, our Cluster, our district, our region and our Association; all of our liberal religious 
communities are the gardens, the orchards, the fields and fertile grounds in which the daily seeds of our faith is 
planted, our covenants and our visions are nurtured and our hope is renewed. In the faith in what we are doing 
and what we believe as a religious community, let us join together the strands of our powerfulness, spun from 
the threads of our lives, to weave the sheltering fabric of the renewing, hopeful community that we are and seek 
to be in the world.  

See you in Church. 

Blessings, Patrick 

 

Rev. Price and his Family thank all who sent condolences and support concerning the death of his 
Mother.  

Patrick’s Ponderings  "Renewal”                            

 

Deadline for the September newsletter is Friday, August 15.  
Email your articles to newsletter@   communityuuchurch.org.  

Sunday August 24, 2014. Annual Ingathering of Waters/Water Communion 
Service. Remember to collect water during your summer trips and bring for 
this service.  
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My dear friends,  
 
As I write this, the world is seeming like a very messy place. A Malaysian passenger jet was shot down over 
Ukraine by Russian separatists. Israel and Hamas are engaged in a war by air, ground and tunnel. Children fleeing 
unimaginable violence and privation stumble across a thousand miles to be met by people full of fear and hate. 
On a more personal scale, a well-loved UU minister died suddenly last week, the second in recent months, 
leaving congregation and friends grieving and full of questions.  
 
As always, though, there are bright spots if we look for them: a multi-faith rally in support of refugee children, 
where the UU “Standing on the Side of Love” banner shone out like a yellow beacon; couples proving their love 
and hope in the future by getting married; simple acts like a friend offering a supportive ear.  
 
Reverend Don Fielding recently answered the question, “What’s it all about?” in one word: love. In the end, all 
we can do is love each other. And in the end, that’s the reason this church exists.  
 
“Nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives” is our mission statement. Each one of those three key 
purposes is an expression of love for each other and for the world. There are things we cannot do alone, and so 
we come together in this community to pool our energy, skills and resources, and to encourage each other when 
we get tired.  
 
Our annual Leadership Retreat on August 23 (to which everyone is invited) will consider the question of 
HOW we live out this mission, in love, in spite of whatever tragedies wound the world. Last year, we looked for 
specific mission projects; this year, we will look at how we can fan the small light of our compassion into a flame 
that can warm us all. What fans your own flame? 
 
I hope you will join us on August 23rd, from 9 am to roughly 3 pm. Please send questions and RSVPs to 
secretary@communityuuchurch.org.  
 
Thank you all for being the lights that keep me going in the dark times  --  
Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

President’s Column  

Shanda Harris - Membership Coordinator 
Shanda serves as the Membership Coordinator.  She strives to deepen the congregation’s experience, 
provide an opportunity for people to form a connection and grow their spirits.  She works with the various 
leadership committees and teams to ensure all visitors, members and friends have the opportunity to 
become involved in the life of the congregation. 
Shanda was born and raised in the Dallas area. She is a graduate of Texas Tech University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing and possess a Master of Business Administration.  Her passion for assisting small 
businesses and non-profit organizations with their marketing efforts began at the Dallas Business Journal 
over 12 years ago.    
She and her husband (Joe) have been married over 13 years and have been blessed with two wonderful 
children, Dalton (6) and Riley (3). 
She looks forward to the opportunity to meet with each member.  Her summer office hours are 
Thursdays from 9am-1pm; however will change to Wednesdays from 9:15am-1:15pm in the Fall.  
She can be reached via email at membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org. 
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August, 2014 

Supporters for the Kroger 
Community Partner Reward 
program need to re-enroll their cards 
starting immediately after Aug. 1st. 
There are directions to “Re-enroll” or 
how to “Create an Account” at the 
front entrance.. 

We recently received a check from the 
Kroger Community Rewards program 
for $103.48. Thank you to all you are 
enrolled in this program.  

Lucia Shipp, the Childcare 
Coordinator, would like to thank all 
the nursery caregivers:  Melyssa, 
Beverly, and Farangis (Francine) 
for  making all the new children feel 
welcome in the nursery!  It is 
wonderful to work with each one of 
you.  I would also like to thank the 
Sunday kitchen crew, Reverend Price, 
Kathy, Dick, and all the church 
members for their hard work and 
support for the church.  

Women’s Alliance  
Come celebrate the New Year, and 
enjoy visiting with good friends! 
Friends of Women’s Alliance are 
always welcome.  
Event: 2014 Garden Lunch 
Date: Sunday, September 28th2014 
Time: 1pm  
Place: The Home of Jo Howser - in 
Plano 
Please bring a dish to share. 
Directions: Just East of downtown 
Plano, right next to the First Baptist 
Church. Feel free to park in their big 
parking lot. Take a stroll through Jo’s 
beautiful, spacious garden. Find out 
what Women’s Alliance has in store 
for 2014-2015. Please RSVP (and let 
us know what tasty dish you are 
bringing) to: Vicki Verinder.  
Continued at top of page. 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Women’s Alliance Continued 

Officers 
Co-Chairs: Kimberly Hughes, Vicki 
Verinder 
Treasurer: Barb Salvo 
Secretary: Pam Reinke-Walter 
 

 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall  

7pm 

 

August 8 - Captain Phillips - 2013 

The true story of Captain Richard Phillips 
and the 2009 hijacking by Somali pirates 
of the US-Flagged MV Maersk 
Alabama, the first American cargo ship to 
be hijacked in two hundred years.  The 
film focuses on the relationship of 
Captain Phillips (Tom Hanks) and the 
Somali pirate captain, Muse (Barkhad 
Abdi) who takes him 
hostage.  Nominated for Best Picture, 
Best Supporting Actor, Adapted Screen 
Play, Film Editing, Sound Mixing and 
Sound Editing. 

August 22 - Frozen - 2013 

Fearless optimist Anna (voice of Kristen 
Bell) teams up with Kristoff (voice of 
Jonathan Groff) in an epic journey, 
encountering Everest-like conditions, and 
a hilarious snowman named Olaf (voice 
of Josh Gad) in a race to find Anna's 
sister Elsa (voice of Idina Menzel), whose 
icy powers have trapped the kingdom in 
eternal winter.  Won the Oscar for best 
Animated Feature and Original Song, 
"Let It Go."  You will go home singing 
this song. 

 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
August 9, at 11. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to live 
deliberately. 

Facilitator – Contact Ona Tannehill at 
Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org for location. 

 

 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: August 19 

Location: Pam Reinke-Walters’ 
home.  Contact Pam by Aug. 15 if you 
plan to attend. 

Selection: Shakespeare sonnet or portion 
of a play to share in honor of the bard’s 
450th anniversary.   

Date: September 16 

Location: Deb Bliss’ home. 

Selection: The Witness: A Novel by 
Naomi Kryske 

 

 

CIRCLE SUPPERS will start up 
again in September. This is a great way 
to meet other Community members. We 
meet the 2nd Saturday of each month 
for dinner. We try to keep about 7 to 10 
people in each dinner group. Each month 
we email all the people who signed up for 
CIRCLE SUPPERS to see who would 
like to attend this month and to see who 
might be available to host. The guests 
meet at the host’s home. The host 
provides the main dish and each guest 
brings an additional dish or drinks. If you 
are new to our church this is a great way 
to meet some new folks. It is OK to sign 
up even if your situation doesn’t allow 
you to be a host. To sign up just send an 
email to 
CircleSuppers@communityuuchurch.
org and give your name (or names) and 
email and your address and a phone 
number.  

We recently received a check from the 
Tom Thumb Good Neighbor 
Program for $75.59. Thank you to all 
who are enrolled in this program.  
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Quotes to Live By 
Attention is the beginning of devotion. 

-Mary Oliver- 
 

What Do You Pay Attention To? 
By Kathy E. Smith, Director of Religious Education 

 

This newsletter article is going to break the rules of good editorial writing.  I tell you that in advance, just so 
you’ll know what you’re getting into.  It starts as an article about the need to register your family for religious 
education.  And halfway through, it takes a sharp left turn and somehow continues straying into totally unrelated 
territory.  So now that you’ve been warned … 
 

Why do we ask you to register your family for religious education?   
We try to keep the size of our classes relatively small – ideally, around eight children.  Knowing how 

many students to expect helps us form good classroom groupings. 
Having current contact information means that we can let every parent know what’s going on in our 

classes and what special events are coming up. 
We can best meet every child’s needs if we know what their individual needs are. (Food allergies? IEP at 

school? Family transitions this year?).   
Religious education is a cooperative venture.  The registration form allows you the opportunity to choose 

how you will support our program. 
 

And then, in the middle of that paragraph, my younger son calls.  “Whatcha doing?” “Well,” I answer, “Writing 
a newsletter article about registering children for RE classes.  Bor-ing.  I’m thinking I ought to write about why 
people bring their children to church – only a little more interesting.  But my attention is really focused on the 
finches and hummingbirds darting around the feeders in the trees at your grandfather’s house.”  “There you 
have it,” he said – this graduate of 15 years of Unitarian Universalist RE programs.  “That is why religious 
education.”    
 

Hmmm.  I think he has a good point.   We do our best to make religious education fun.  Shared laughter, talk, 
activities, games and bonding are a huge part of what we do.  But we also provide a rare and cherished 
opportunity to be still and observe. We share deep thoughts, and silence.  In our modern society, church is one 
of the only public spaces where children get to sit in contemplation … of the meaning of a story, of a candle’s 
flickering flame, of the birds and butterflies in the flowers outside.  These moments aren’t long, but they are 
deeply formative.   
 

A Unitarian Universalist church is also one of the few places in our society where we are taught not just to 
respect the natural world and understand its importance, but to cherish and revere it.  This is why we use 
magnifying glasses to look at tadpoles from the pond, why we dig in the garden dirt, why we go outside and look 
up at the patterns the green leaves make against the blue sky.  Our faith teaches us reverence for the earth – not 
because we are stewards or caretakers, but because we are intimately and inextricably a part of it.   
 

You cannot save what you do not love, and you cannot love what you do not know.   

 

To quote the poet Mary Oliver in her latest book, Blue Iris, “Teach the children. We don’t matter so much, but 
the children do. Show them daisies and the pale hepatica. Teach them the taste of sassafras and wintergreen. The 
lives of the blue sailors, mallow, sunbursts, the moccasin-flowers. And the frisky ones – inkberry, lamb’s-
quarters, blueberries. And the aromatic ones – rosemary, oregano.   "Give them peppermint to put in their 
pockets as they go to school."  Give them the fields and the woods and the possibility of the world salvaged 
from the lords of profit. Stand them in the stream, head them upstream, rejoice as they learn to love this green 
space they live in, its sticks and leaves and then the silent, beautiful blossoms.  Attention is the beginning of 
devotion.” 

Religious Education 
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Need Summer Leaders and Assistants! We still have a few opportunities to volunteer to teach or assist this summer.  
Choose your age range (preschool, elementary or older children) and the days you teach.  If you’d rather work with 
youth, Charles Long is facilitating a program on the scientific proof for evolution and needs a second adult each week.  
To volunteer, contact Kathy Smith at dre@communityUUchurch.org. 

All-Church Pancake Breakfast and RE Open House – There will be pancakes, fruit and hash browns (and 
vegetarian and gluten-free alternatives).  There will be prizes.  There will be fun.  There will be important information 
shared.  You WILL want to be there, August 24th!  Come have breakfast with the RE Board.  You won't want to miss 
this Third Annual Pancake Breakfast!  Stay to worship in our traditional multi-generational Water Communion 
homecoming service.  Bring a small bottle of water from a place of deep spiritual meaning for you, and share in this 
special time together.   
 
Teacher Training for the Fall – Save the Date!  The joint teacher training for all the area churches is August 16 from 
8:30 to 5:00 p.m. at First Dallas.  We will arrange carpools; lunch and childcare is provided.  This year we are delighted 
to have two religious education specialists from the UUA talk with us about game theory and how to apply it in 
religious education classes.  In the afternoon we will talk about the nuts-and-bolts of teaching RE in small groups – a 
master class and a beginner class.  Please plan to be there and RSVP when you receive your invitation! 
 
Thinking about joining the “cool kids” in RE?  The RE Board is currently talking to folks about teaching next year.  
Please – whether or not you have children in the program, Religious Education is a program that is vital not only to our 
future but our present as well.  So when you are invited to teach, please say yes!  And if you’d like to volunteer without 
being asked, we’d love to talk to you!  Contact any member of the RE Board or DRE Kathy Smith today! 
 
Programming for Young Children We are currently looking at ways to meet the needs of our families with young 
children.  Check out the survey in the Nursery and the Preschool Room and let us know how we can best support you 
and your family!   

Community News 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 
Wow!  Once again we've donated close to half a ton of organic produce to our neighborhood food pantries so far this 
year!  In fact, despite the setbacks from cold weather and late freezes this spring, we’re about 100 pounds ahead of last 
year’s totals at this time. 

The garden is so prolific that we are harvesting twice a week – at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday and Saturday mornings.  
Volunteers of all ages are welcome to just show up and help haul in the harvest.  Harvesting is rewarding, full of 
camaraderie, and (yes! really!) loads of fun.  We love helping hands.  Our youngest harvester is three-year-old Willow, 
who has an eagle eye for low-hanging cherry tomatoes.  Thank you, Willow! 

Looking for other ways to help?  We are in need of large, flattened cardboard boxes to help with mulching paths and the 
new shady picnic area under the pecan tree.  We also need pint- and quart-size containers (recycle them from the grocery 
store) to help us deliver unbruised tomatoes, herbs and figs to the food pantries. 

This month we will be planting our fall and winter crops.  Gardeners may consider adding pepper and eggplant 
transplants, or bean, squash and cucumber seeds to a sunny spot in your ornamental beds. 

If you would like to learn more about the Community Garden, come out and chat with us any Sunday after church.  
Visitors are also welcome at the monthly socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss 
for location and more information. 

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Upcoming Social Justice Events 

 

 
       

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday, September 21.  A great opportunity for service and fun at this year's Pride Parade.  NTUUC is 
sponsoring two tents at the community celebration following the parade - one in the main area and one in 
the family-friendly area.  The NTX DREs are coordinating people at the family-friendly tent - we have 
shifts for face painters, water runners, and people to talk to parents/interested people and hand out 
brochures.  There are plenty of time slots available if you would like to participate.  Melia Newman is 
leading the face painting effort and will be happy to teach any interested face painters the "tricks of the 
trade" for painting rainbows on faces.  If you would like to join in the fun, contact Kathy Smith at 
dre@communityUUchurch.org.  
 

Support Barron Elementary 

During the months of August and September, we will repeat our health supplies drive for Barron 
Elementary. These materials are important since the school budget does not include funds for tissues and 
wipes during the colds and flu season. Please bring donations of facial tissues, Clorox wipes, and hand 
sanitizer and place in the collection box in the foyer. (Please purchase only the hand sanitizer that is 
alcohol-based, like Purel.) Also, if you are cleaning closets in preparation for back-to-school and find 
children’s winter coats that are no longer the right size, please consider donating these to our coat closet 
for Barron. You can add those to the same donations box. 
 

 
First Responders Day - September 11, 2014 
 

This year will be our 6th Annual First Responders Appreciation Day - September 11th! 
As in years past, CUUC will be delivering baked goods and other treats and notes of appreciation to our 
Collin County First Responders ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th.  
 
You can start helping now by collecting and donating baskets you may find.  Just bring them to the 
church.   
Please bring your contributions of home baked goods, healthy snacks, baskets, gift certificates, 
and notes of appreciation to Founders Hall on Sunday Sept. 7 (if they will keep well until 
Thursday) or bring them to the church between 7 and 10 pm on Tuesday Sept. 10. 
 
Volunteers and baked goods/treats are needed to make this a success again this year.  This year we are 
asking volunteers to come out on Wednesday night, September 10, and help assemble the 
baskets together! We would love donations of individual servings (think cookies, brownies, bars, granola 
bars, dried fruits, fruits, healthy snacks, nuts, etc) for the men and women who serve and protect. Or 
bring full cakes, trays, loaves and breads for whole firehouses or stations (we will deliver again to between 
40 and 50 locations! - depending on donations).  Just do not bring anything that needs refrigeration.  Help 
us show our first responders just how much we appreciate their dedication to our community. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to help or volunteer to make deliveries, please contact 
Barb Salvo. 
It is a lot of fun to deliver the baskets. You might even get a tour of the firehouse!!  Delivery assignments 
are first come first serve, so the sooner you sign up the more likely you'll get your chosen locations. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal growth of the 
adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living Unitarian Universalist 
tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each evening class 
begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and ends at 1:30 pm. Our 
programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  (972-424-8989) at 
least 48 hours in advance. 
 
Monday Evenings - Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-observation 
and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the backbone of our 
studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced meditator, to join us on our 
exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in 
our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions 
and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 

Tuesday Evenings  - Leadership Training  
The popular Harvest the Power class will be offered on Tuesdays, beginning September 23. Many Unitarian Universalists 
experience a deepening commitment to their faith and congregation as a call to accept a position of leadership.   Harvest the 
Power provides leadership skill development that goes hand-in-hand with faith development. The program helps lay leaders 
grow in spirit as they grow as leaders.  

Harvest the Power addresses the reality that today’s leaders operate at a time of rapid cultural change, both in and outside our 
congregations. Leaders need a broad range of skills, both technical and visionary.  

The program’s 12 workshops offer opportunities for both new and experienced leaders to enrich the skills they bring to their 
leadership and to experience their leadership journey as a Unitarian Universalist faith journey  If you have an interest in 
leadership let Sarah Reiling or other Board Members know.  The class is by invitation. 

 

Wednesday-Cosmos - a Spacetime Odyssey" 2014 
Come aboard the Starship of the Imagination and visit the universe. A new Adult Religious Education class is starting 
Wednesday, August 13.   

For those with fond memories of Carl Sagan, for those who enjoy revisiting foundations of science, and for those who 
missed the recent Cosmos series with Neil Degrass Tyson - we offer this class.  Facilitators George Norwood and Celeste 
Kennedy will also address the pertinent ideas of each episode and encourage creative discussions.  Videos are thanks to the 
courtesy of Community UU member, Robert Carpenter.  There will be thirteen classes with one episode a week.    The class 
begins Wednesday, August 13 and runs until Wednesday, November 5.   Attend the one you missed or attend all and enjoy 
the discussion. 

The 2014 Cosmos series is similar to the 1980 television series of the same name, hosted by Carl Sagan on the Public 
Broadcasting Service.  The 1980 version was considered a milestone for scientific documentaries as the audience was treated 
to a personal voyage through the universe.    Astrophysicist Neil DeGrasse Tyson, the new host, was inspired by Carl Sagan 
when he was a young college student. The 2014 series generally follows the same thirteen-episode format and storytelling 
approach that the original Cosmos used, including elements such as "Starship of the Imagination" and the "Cosmic 
Calendar".  The new show is updated and brings new information that was not available at the time of the 1980 series. It is 
worth seeing just to experience the breathtaking computer-generated graphics and animation.   

The first class starts with "Standing Up in the Milky Way", Episode #1.  In this episode our cosmic address is explained, the  

          (continued on page 9) 
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Community News 
 Adult Religious Education (Continued from Page 8) 

cosmic calendar of our space/time is explored, and Neil DeGrasse Tyson looks to history for the story of Giordano Bruno 
and his heretical theories about our universe.  

Bring your family if you choose.  If you desire childcare for your youngest ones, please let Kathy Smith know prior to the 
start date, August 13.  

Thursday Evenings - Origins of the Human Mind  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

Please feel free to join us for an exploration of the origins of the human mind.  The human mind is the only mind that 
reflects on its own nature and development.  Modern neuroscience has shifted the view of our minds as inextricably linked 
to complex  The emergence of our minds from non-human minds, their development across each human lifespan and their 
linkage with brain functions, are the core issues addressed in this course which is a tour of fundamental questions in 
psychology, psychiatry, evolution, neuroscience, and ethics.   

Section C - Environmental Factors 
Aug. 7 - Myths & Realities of Heritability          Aug. 28 - Rationality, Psychosis, & Schizophrenia 
Aug. 14 - Genes & Environments Together          Sept. 4 - Emotion Regulation & Mood Disorders 

Aug. 21 - The Abnormal Mind - What Goes Wrong?                 Sept. 11 - ***BREAK*** 

 Help “Fan the Flame”: Attend Community Church’s Annual Leadership Retreat.  

Dear CUUC Members, Friends, and Guests: 

One of the seven principles of Unitarian Universalism speaks to the importance of “the democratic process 
in our congregations and in society at large.” In that spirit, we want to include everyone in our annual 
leadership retreat, where we’ll discuss how to best live out our mission. At the retreat, we’ll be asking big 
questions: Where are we now? Are we aiming in the right direction? What lights your fire and makes you feel 
connected and purposeful? 

Long-time member? New visitor? Hope to be a leader some day? Grateful other people are willing to take on 
leadership? We want all your voices. 

I hope you’ll join us for the retreat on August 23rd. Gene Ruckle, who has led similar retreats for First 
Unitarian and other organizations, will facilitate our work together. 

Details: 

“Fanning the Flame” – leadership retreat to discuss mission and direction for the church 
Saturday, August 23, 9 am to 3 pm 
CUUC Sanctuary and Founders Hall 
A light breakfast and potluck lunch will be provided 
 
Confirm you will be there by emailing secretary@communityuuchurch.org 

If you have questions, please include them in your RSVP to secretary@communityuuchurch.org or email 
me directly. I look forward to seeing you there! 

Blessings, 

Elena Westbrook 
President     
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Rob Hight: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, : Vacant 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

June Financial Report 
 
 

The June 2014 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are very close to budget on both 
income and expense with no significant variances to report.  However, looking forward to July through October, we 
project expenses to run ahead of income, due to the timing of our collective pledges and limited fund raising income 
during that period.  Thus, it’s critical that pledge payments are made when planned. 

Within Offering Income, current year pledges were off by about $2,500.  A close analysis revealed several families had 
made monthly pledges but had not started their pledge payment (and still haven’t as of July 19th).  We are following up 
with all who fall in this category.  Interestingly, most of these folks plan to pay by check instead of having an automated 
recurring draft set up. 

Last spring, the congregation voted to use $40,000 of our Unrestricted Planned Giving Fund to help pay for our HVAC 
upgrade, with the intent of paying it back to the investment account as savings are realized.  In July, the Board approved 
the Finance Committee’s recommendation to pay back $45,000 over the course of seven to ten years from savings in gas, 
electricity and HVAC repair costs.  This amount represents between a 2%-3% return on the money for our investment 
funds. 

FREE MONEY:  Please participate in this program if you shop at Albertson’s, Kroger or Tom Thumb – where the 
church gets a small percentage of the money you spend there.  If you’re not already participating, see Mike Owens, Jeb 
Fredrickson, Bill Daffinee or Dick Hildenbrand for details; it’s pretty easy. 

 

INCOME & EXPENSE JUNE  2014 

INCOME 

June 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 8.3% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $29,612 $28,847 $29,612 $28,847 $234,300 12.6% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $495 $960 $495   $960 $33,170 1.5% 

Total Building Usage  $2,823 $2,805 $2,823   $2,805 $26,863 10.5% 

Misc. Income $859 $767  $859   $767 $16,006 5.4% 

TOTAL INCOME $33,790 $33,379 $33,790 $33,379 $310,339 10.9% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,995 $5,954 $4,995 $5,954 $57,087 8.7% 

Programs $1,821 $1,671 $1,821 $1,671 $23,555 7.7% 

Religious Education $7,910 $5,104 $7,910 $5,104 $54,685 14.5% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,701 $5,396 $4,701 $5,396 $62,874 7.5% 

Ministry $7,385 $7,834 $7,385 $7,834 $94,498 7.8% 

Denomination $0 $0 $0 $0 $17,674 0.0% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $26,812 $25,959 $26,812 $25,959 $310,374 8.6% 

NET INCOME $6,978  7,320 $6,978 $7,320 - $35 - 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Thursday, 9am to 1pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 
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Variety is the Spice! 

The spice of what? …  The spice of Community Unitarian Universalist Church in Plano during the annual 
Pops Concert on Saturday, September 13.  The show begins at 7:30 p.m.  

This year’s theme is the variety show! The many and varied acts reminiscent of Ed Sullivan or Carol Burnett. 
Sing your favorite song, or present a skit starring you and your friends, even if you’re secretly Harvey Korman 
and can’t keep a straight face. If you have a comedy routine or other talent you’d like to showcase, or just want 
to help behind the scenes, contact our esteemed director Robin Coulonge who encourages members from 
other UU congregations to share their talents by performing in this year’s Pops.   

So mark your calendar, plan to be there, and don’t forget to bring your friends. 

We hope to see you there!!! 

The Income Inequality Issue: What Can You Do? 
 

On Sunday, June 22, a small group of members met to discuss the Common Read book, Behind the Kitchen Door, which deals 
with the plight of restaurant workers in America. 
 

After our discussion, we considered things that we might do to improve the situation, and we wanted to share our thoughts 
with all of you. 

·    The primary issue for restaurant workers (as well as many other workers in America) is their inability to bring home a 
living wage. People who earn minimum wage ($7.25 per hour) have a yearly salary of $14,500 - $15,000 per year, which is 
well below the poverty level. 

·    Tipped restaurant workers have received a base minimum wage of $2.13 per hour since 1991. This rate produces a 
weekly wage of $85 before tips, assuming that they work 40 hours, which is unlikely. 
 

So what can we do? First of all, you can send an e-mail to your state representatives. Even if you think that your request will 
be ignored, you should make them aware of your opinion. They are hearing frequently from people on the other side of the 
issue, so be bold! 
 

Things you might consider mentioning: 

·    No one who works full time should have to live in poverty. 

·    Many Texans face homelessness even though they are working because as a minimum-wage worker, they are not earning 
a livingwage. 

·    If we raised the minimum wage, we would have fewer people needing food assistance and Medicaid. 

  

If you don’t know who your state representatives are, go here: http://www.house.state.tx.us and http://
www.senate.state.tx.us 

To find your representative or senator, click on Members and then Find My Rep. Once on their page, click on the E-
Mail button at the top (for representatives) or the E-mail form at the bottom of the senator’s page. 
 

 (You can also type Who represents me into a Google search page). 

 After you write to your representatives, give consideration to this issue whenever you eat in restaurants: 

·    Tip generously. The tip is a major part of the server’s income. 

·    Ask your server the best way to tip (cash or credit card) and how to be sure that they receive your tip. 

·    Let the restaurant manager know that you want the employees in restaurants you patronize to earn a fair wage. 

NPR ran a story on restaurant workers and minimum wage a few days ago, and you can read the summary at  http://
www.npr.org/2014/06/29/326715347/for-tipped-workers-a-different-minimum-wage-battle 

Also, if you have access to Netflix, you now have an opportunity to view the movie Inequality for All, which deals which the 

larger issue of income inequality.  

Let’s continue to work for justice for all in the area of income inequality. 
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For our August 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and 
confirmation of  these events, please visit the church calendar at  http://
www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 


