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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 
March  Sunday Services  

Theme  -  Go  
 

March  2, 2014 - “Letting Go to 
Grow”  - Women’s Alliance.   

March  9, 2014 - “Beyond the 
Veils of Our Illusions”  

Rev. Patrick Price.   

March 16, 2014 - “The Return 
of the Question Box Sermon ” - 
Rev. Patrice Price. 

March 23, 2014 -  “Surfing 
Chaos: Wisdom in Letting Go”  
Rev. Patrick Price. 

March 30, 2014 -“Connections”  
Join our Youth and their 
Advisors for worship as we 
explore relationships, 
stewardship and service.  

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

 2 
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Stewardship at Community Church 2014 

If you have been with us in the last year, you know that the vision of 
Stewardship in our Church has vastly changed in that time. We have moved 
from feelings of scarcity and desperation toward a new attitude of generosity 
and commitment to abundance. 

These changes have been evident in our increased participation in Social Justice 
programs, Religious Education and Spiritual Development. We have even 
adopted a new Mission Statement heralding our intention to,  

“Nourish the Spirit, Work for Justice and Transform Lives” 

It has been our intention to offer every Community Church Member, the 
opportunity to participate in one of our Social Justice Programs ranging from 
volunteering at Barron Elementary School, our neighborhood partner or in one 
of our programs committed to feeding the needy. If you have not accepted that 
invitation yet, it is still waiting for you.  

In the past few weeks you have heard several of our “Social Action Stewards” 
speak from the podium on Sunday morning, telling you how and why they do 
what they do and how you can do it too! There will be more of these 
presentations in coming weeks. These moments are designed to highlight the 
Ministries of our church and to help you feel a part of that work. 

Because these Ministries take time, talent and treasure we need to feed them 
with our commitment of energy and…of money too.  

Community Church recently hosted a service and luncheon to mark the kick-off 
of our Annual Pledge Drive. Now, we are asking you to complete your annual 
Membership Affirmation Form for 2014-15 and make a generous commitment 

to budget for our Ministries. Paper forms can be found in the foyer, or you can 
go online to communityuuchurch.org and click the “pledge now” button. 

Thanks for all you are doing and will yet do!  

—Thomas A. Reid, Community Church Past President 
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The idea of “letting go” and its subsequent changes and endings can scare the bageezus out of most of 
us.  We tend to tie up our sense of self with our relationships to the world as it is. Sometimes we’re afraid to give 
up even painful situations for fear of the unknown. The emotional consequences of these endings in our lives 
can be profound.  Even with what seem like minor changes, or endings and even if they are generally positive, 
there is usually sadness or a sense of loss. At some level we have a need to grieve for those parts of our lives that 
are now past.  We have a need to say, “For good or ill, this is now gone, and I miss it.” 
 Given all of this, it’s no wonder that religions and traditional cultures have specific rites and behaviors to help 
people through some of these changes. Rituals and rites of passage help all of us give shape and meaning; frames 
of reference, to the chaos we encounter with change.   Old patterns fall away, and we find ourselves trying on 
new ways of being in the world.  The famous anthropologist Mircea Eliade wrote, “...for the archaic and 
traditional cultures, the symbolic return to chaos is indispensable to any new creation.” 
 In the midst of chaos, many of us experience a sense of seeing things as they really are for the first time.  The 
veil of old perceptions is lifted from our eyes and we gain access to angles of vision on life that we can get 
nowhere else.  It is the succession of such experiences and their unique views that over a lifetime produce wisdom. 

These times occur far more frequently in adulthood and cut far more deeply into it than most of us 
imagine. And, these same processes are going on continuously in our lives. Letting go can be an opportunity for 
our renewal and re-creation.  As we journey through our life's changes we have opportunities to find treasures of 
self-discovery, understanding and transformation. 
   
                              See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  "Letting Go "                            

 

Social Action  Could you be a mentor? 
 

Many of you heard Marilyn Hinton and Anne Smith speak eloquently recently about the need for people to 
mentor children and youth in our schools. Many children could benefit from a little help from a caring adult. 
 

So what is mentoring? According to Mentor, the National Mentoring Partnership: 
 

Mentoring is a structured and trusting relationship that brings young people together with caring individuals who offer guidance, 
support, and encouragement aimed at developing the competence and character of the mentee. 
 

How much of a time commitment is involved? Mentors meet with students once a week for 30 minutes 
during the lunch period. 
 

What do mentors do? Different schools have different mentoring programs. At Barron, for example, there is 
not a structured curriculum, but mentors have informal discussions about school or issues of concern to the 
student. At Larry Guinn High School, there is a specific character-building curriculum. 
Mentoring is not for everyone, but if you are comfortable talking to children or teens, perhaps you could be 
a mentor. You will have to undergo a background check by PISD and have a brief training session from the 
school counselor, and then you will be paired with a student who needs a mentor. 
 

If you want to find out more, contact Nelah McComsey (if you want to mentor an elementary student) 
or Stephanie James (for teens). 
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 Are you in? 

This is it: the time when the rubber meets the road, as they say. All year we’ve been talking about the mission of 
this church, recently restated: 

 We will nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives 

(Do you have that memorized yet?) 

We’ve made excellent progress on living that mission this year, I think. Our Community in the Community 
steering team has organized teams to volunteer at Barron Elementary, and the number of hours and number of 
volunteers are impressive! 

Our Community Garden has donated more than a 1,000 pounds of organic produce to food pantries. We 
continue to provide regular support to God’s Food Pantry. We continue our work to help rebuild New Orleans. 
There are many more projects, some of which you’ve been hearing about during Stewardship Moments in 
worship. 

So I ask: Are you in? Have you brought a box of tissues for Barron Elementary? Volunteered for one of these 
projects? Done something else to live the mission? 

We all make individual commitments, and those individual commitments accumulate to build a shining city. Our 
contributions of time, energy, talents, and money all come together to accomplish our shared mission of 
nourishing spirits, working for justice and transforming lives. 

Stewardship 

One form our individual commitments take is the annual financial pledge. This church needs your pledge to be 
able to accomplish our goals. We need tangible support to be able to nourish spirits through worship, religious 
education for children and adults, and all of the activities that feed your soul. We need financial support to work 
for justice in the community, to provide materials for Barron Elementary, to support the Community Garden.  
Transforming lives begins with having a strong, vital, church in a well-maintained building with capable, fairly 
compensated professional staff. 

Recently, we’ve begun asking every member of Community UU Church to recommit to membership every year. 
It’s time for you to recommit. 

And it’s time for you to make your financial pledge of support for our work together.  If we all contribute what 
we can, then this church will be strong, provide help and care for the people inside it, and make a difference in 
the community. 

That takes your commitment. 

You can complete a pledge and membership recommitment form either in the foyer of the church or online at 
www.communityuuchurch.org.  There’s a huge “Pledge Now” button on the home page. Just click it, update 
last year’s data or enter your information, and click “submit.” 
If you’re unable to make a financial pledge this year, you can recommit with a $0 pledge. I’d ask you to put your 
money where your heart is, though, even if it’s just a few dollars a month. 

Let’s do this! I’m excited about where we’re going together, and I believe in you. This is a great church 
community and there’s no limit to what we can do when we all pitch in together. 

Brightest blessings, 
Elena Westbrook 
 

          

 

President’s Column  
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March, 2014 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
March 8 , at 11, at Ona Tannehill’s 
home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 

Children’s Playgroup meets from 
9:30-12 noon every Friday in the 
nursery.  If you have a young child, 
come join with other parents for 
playtime, support and companionship.  
Our playgroup provides the 
opportunity for our youngest children 
and their families to get to know each 
other in a gentle, playful, fun and low-
stress environment.  For details, 
contact John Elder.   

 
Where in the UU World is our 
DRE?   
I can be reached by email or cell 
phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my 
Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon 
to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-
emergency messages received during 
that time will be answered Wednesday 
morning.  I am in the office on 
Thursdays, or by appointment during 
other times.   From March 3-8, I will 
be visiting family in California.  I can 
be reached by cell phone or email 
during that time, although my 
responses may be slower than usual.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

 

March 7 - Blue Jasmine - 2013 

Jasmine (Cate Blanchett) falls to pieces 
with boozy panache in Woody Allen's 
newest film.  She plays the wife of a 
Madoff-style crook (Alec Baldwin) who 
faces financial ruin while clashing with 
her working-class sister (Sally 
Hawkins).  Both Blanchett and Hawkins 
were nominated for Oscars. 
 

March 28 - Hobson’s Choice - 1954 
In this domestic comedy, directed by 
David Lean, boozy widower Henry 
Hobson (Charles Laughton) runs a 
successful boot shop in Victorian 
England.  But he dominates his 
employees and his three daughters, until 
one challenges him.  When his eldest, 
Maggie, and his assistant (John Mills) 
marry and set up a rival business, Hobson 
must change his autocratic ways.  The 
film won a British Academy Award for 
Best Film. 
 
 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday, March, 18 

Location: June Bruns’ home.  RSVP to 
June by March 14 if you plan to attend. 

The Parisians: An Adventure History 
of Paris by Graham Robb The secrets of 
the City of Light, revealed in the lives of 
the great, the near-great, and the 
forgotten—by the author of the 
acclaimed The Discovery of France 

 

 

 

 

We recently received a check for 
$72.63 from the Community 
Partners program thru Kroger . 

 

 Raffle Results 

Congratulations to April Emmert in 
winning the raffle drawing for the 
Samsung 50” TV!! 

Members sold or purchased 229 tickets 
for $1,400 and we received $420 in 
donations to apply towards the prize. 
After expenses, we made  approximately 
$1270 for the church.  Thanks to all who 
participated, and a special thanks to:  

Our 2 super salesmen, Mike Owens and 
Charles Long, who had combined sales 
totaling about 60 tickets! 
Women’s Alliance, who purchased 18 
tickets with the goal of donating the 
prize if they won. 

The following donors: 
Jay Dowling, Dick & Janice 
Hildenbrand, Mike & Maryann 
Owens, Ty & Karen Hall, Tom Reid, 
Preston & Gayle McComas. 
Janice Hildenbrand, for help on the 
Raffle Committee. 
Ian & Clifton Rule, who donated the 
tickets & printing. 
Mary Jennings, who donated her artistic 
talents to make the signs. 
Karen Hall, who did everything else. 
Ty Hall, Chief Guy What’s in Charge of 
da Raffle 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE DATE OF 
DEADLINE!! 
Deadline for the April  
newsletter is Friday, March  
14th. Email your articles to 
newsletter 

Annual Reports are due 
Monday, April 7th. Any 
Chairman of any group are 
required to submit a report 
for the Congregational 
Meeting on May  18th. 
Chairmen will be contacted 
via email soon.  
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Quotes to Live By: 
Prayer doesn’t change things. 

Prayer changes people.  People change things. 
Lon Ray Call 

      
What’s Your Child’s Spiritual Practice?  

Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education – Kathy E. Smith 
 
As February comes to a close and I’m looking back on the month’s theme (Prayer and Spiritual Practices), I hope that this 
month has brought new insights for you and your family.  I thought I would share some of the spiritual practices we have 
taught in religious education over the past few months. 
 

Meditation on Images. Buddhist monk Tich Nhat Hahn suggests meditating on an image as a symbol for a feeling you 
want to encourage and a reminder that you have that already inside your heart.  The images are a flower for fresh 
perspective; a mountain for strength and stability; a body of water for calmness and peacefulness; and an image of space 
for freedom.  We have done this in children’s chapel by drawing the images and by using a meditation bracelet with beads.   
 

How can you incorporate this in your family life?  Add Meditation to the Bedtime Routine.  Abstract, quiet thought can be difficult for a 
younger child.  Remind them that space reminds us of freedom, or water reminds us to slow down and be still.  Use a 
concrete way of focusing their thoughts, such as holding a bead that embodies space, or drawing a picture of water in 
silence or to quiet music.  Do it every night to help them drop off to sleep in a peaceful mood.   
 

Use Meditation when Your Child is Sad or Upset.  A brief meditation can help them center themselves again.  Hold your child in 
your lap or wrapped in a hug.  Use a soft, soothing voice, and pause to breathe together between sentences.  The words 
don’t matter as much as creating a safe place for your child to reclaim their inner strength.  You could say something like 
this.  “Let’s just breathe for a minute.  In.  Out.  In.  Out.  Let’s think about a mountain to give us a little strength right 
now.  Can you picture a mountain in your head?  It’s strong.  And stable.  And it doesn’t move no matter what happens.  
It’s always there, just standing still and strong.  Let’s breathe in and out and relax into feeling strong and stable.”   
 

Finger Labyrinth.  Some people find that movement can help them calm down, relax, center themselves, or find their 
focus.  We use a finger labyrinth in Spirit Play classrooms and other classes as well.  You can purchase one made of clay or 
wood, or you can print one off from the UUA’s Tapestry of Faith (go to uua.org/re/tapestry and search for “finger 
labyrinth”).  Remind your child that a labyrinth is not a maze.  The path goes in and then comes out again, and all we have 
to do is let our finger or pencil follow the path while we think quiet or peaceful thoughts.   
 

How can you incorporate this into your family life?  Offer a finger labyrinth as a tool to help an over-stimulated child calm down, 
or as a way of helping an active child sit still during a family meeting or discussion.  It can also be used as a way of praying 
or meditation.  Suggest that your child think of one thing that they would like to focus their intent on.  It could be a 
meditation of  gratitude (trace the path while thinking of the things they are grateful for that day) or a meditation to help 
solve a problem (trace the path while thinking of the dilemma on the way in, and being quietly open to answers on the way 
out).    
 

Gratitude Prayers.  Many people have found that simply expressing gratitude on a regular basis helps improve our 
attitudes, look for opportunities to give to others, and lead a happier life.  What family couldn’t use more of that? 
 

How can you incorporate this into your family life?  Try a ritual blessing at mealtimes.  Light a family chalice and say a prayer of 
gratitude.  You can use one of the prayers in Sunday and Every Day (available from uua.org/bookstore or in the DRE’s 
office), or one of the graces suggested at www.danielharper.org/medgrace.htm, or simply ask each person in turn to 
say the things they are grateful for.  Remember, as Christian theologian Meister Eckhart famously said, “If the only prayer 
you ever say is ‘thank you’, that will be enough.”   
 

Try the UU Kids’ Bedtime Prayer.  Hold up your five fingers to help you remember.  As you touch the first finger, say 
something you are grateful for.  Touch the second finger and say something that you regret from that day. With the third 
finger, say what you will do to make amends.  With the fourth finger, name a place that brings you peace and calmness.     
                              (Continued on Page 6) 

Religious Education 
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(Continued from page 5) 
 

The fifth finger reminds you to send love to all the people who love you.  This bedtime prayer helps us think about 
things that are good, helps us release the cares of the day, and go to sleep thinking of beautiful places and people who 
love you.   
 

These are just a few of the possible spiritual practices you can use with your children.  And with a slight change of 
wording, they work with adults too!  If you use them, or any others, drop me a note or catch me at church and tell me 
about it.  I’m interested in hearing about your family’s spiritual lives.  See you in church! 
 
In faith, 
Kathy 

 

Family Events at Community UU Church in March  
Sat. 3/1 – Community Café Coffeehouse, 7:30-9 p.m. 
Sun. 3/2 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m., YRUU Meeting 12 noon 
Sun. 3/2 – Breakfast and Beignets Fundraiser for YRUU service trip, after church 
Sun. 3/2 – NTX Rally Planning Meeting, 2-4 p.m. (at First Unitarian Dallas) 
Sun. 3/9 – Worship/RE Games Day 10:30 a.m. (no regular classes) 
Thurs. 3/13 – Rummage Sale open to church members, 6 pm. 
Fri. 3/14-Sat. 3/15 – Rummage Sale to benefit youth programming 
Sun. 3/16 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 3/23 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Sat. 3/29 – Odds ‘n Ends Day (bring your child and come help!) 
Sun. 3/30 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 

Religious Education 

Rummage Sale Fundraiser 

Several of you have asked when you could bring your goodies.  The answer is NOW!  Would you like to 
contribute but don't know what we're looking for? Here are some ideas for places to look for things you're 
ready to pass along to someone else for a good cause! Check your bookshelves for books, CDs and DVDs. 
Your game closet for games or puzzles. Your children’s' rooms for outgrown toys or clothes. Your closets for 
clothes that no longer fit your life. The kitchen cabinet for duplicates or hard-to-fit, seldom-used appliances. If 
it's still useable, we'd like to sell it! You can bring in one item or a whole van full - we're grateful for everything 
you donate. There is a collection box in the church office and another in Founders' Hall, or you can put items 
directly onto the cart on the back patio. You can bring large items between March 11-13 and put them 
directly into the sanctuary. Mark your calendars for the date of the sale: March 14 and 15. The proceeds 
of the rummage sale will help send our YRUU youth on their Service Trip to New Orleans. If you have 
questions or would like to help, contact the DRE, Kathy Smith, at dre@communityuuchurch.org  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 9th. TURN YOUR 
CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR SATURDAY, MARCH 8th. 
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March, 2014 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

New community outreach – We’ve invited families from Barron Elementary to join us in Saturday morning 
harvesting and take home some fresh produce.  And new contest – our gardeners have a good-natured competition 
to see who can grow the biggest potato!  For more news, check out http://www.communityuuchurch.org/
pages/community_harvest 

Welcome to new gardeners: Melia Newman, Seana Saxon, Rachel Douglas and returning gardeners Heather Joy and 
Janie McDermott.  We are excited to have Cassie Boone and Isabel Hall teaming up to oversee the youth 
plot.  Shuhong Chang and her daughter, Katy, continue to help with harvests.  Tricia Lewandowski and Liz 
Alexander have signed on as support gardeners to sub when needed.  We have five new gardeners from the 
community joining us in addition to Raji Josiam, Rashmi Mishra, Aruna Sampath, Avi Reddy, Sindhu Vengat, and 
Sridevi Karthik from the Sai Center.  Nearly half of our gardeners are from the larger community this year! 

Along with planting and maintaining their gardens, community gardeners share in the work of harvesting and 
delivering organic produce to local food banks; maintaining the communal gardens (herb garden, food forest, 
orchard, hugelkultur garden, keyhole garden, blackberries and asparagus); weeding and mulching the paths; 
managing the compost piles; and administrative tasks.  If you don't want to take on a garden plot, but you'd like to 
be involved, we always welcome help with these ongoing tasks!  Harvests take place about 8:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays.  If you have excess produce from your home garden and would like to donate it to a food pantry, bring it 
to the garden before 9:00 and we will deliver it with our harvest.             Until next month – Your Community 
Garden Correspondent 

Let Go To Grow 

This is the theme for this year's Annual Women's Alliance Retreat.  Our retreat will be held on April 
11, 12 and 13, 2014. We will be going to Glen Lake Retreat Center in Glen Rose, TX.  Open to all 
women, 18 and over.  You do not need to be a member of Women's Alliance. 
 
We have two price options: 
The first one is a deluxe cabin, which will accommodate 9 persons on the bottom bunks. The cabin has a 
large lighted vanity area and a bathroom with showers. The mattresses are wide and firm. You will need 
to provide your bedding. This price is $100 for the weekend which includes 3 meals on Saturday and 
breakfast on Sunday. 
There are a limited number of hotel style rooms available for $150. These rooms are semi-private with 2 
twin beds and a private bath in each and you do not need to bring bedding. This price also includes your 
meals. 
Visit with old friends and make new ones at our annual gathering. Join us for a fun weekend bonding 
with other women thru sharing, songs, walks, crafts, yoga activities, river walking and much more. We 
will have lots of activities planned but you can also choose to spend some alone time, in any way you 
would like.  This is your chance to get away from it all! Come join in the fun and camaraderie! We look 
forward to seeing you there!! 
 
If you plan on joining us, and we hope you do, contact Barb Salvo for more details or questions.   
Reservations must be paid for by March 10, 2014. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and 
ends at 1:30 pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

Calling yourself a UU is only the first step.  The next step is to deepen your core of meanings. Enhance your 
journey, join us to Build Your Own Theology. 
 

The Build Your Own Theology class will be facilitated by  George Norwood, Celeste Kennedy and Justin 
Dixon..  This class continues for eleven sessions on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. 
 

Join us each week as we work together to demystify and personalize our theology.  Enjoy thought-provoking 
conversations and interesting connections through useful curriculum  - UUA created workbooks. Cost is 
$16  for books.  Attendees should go on line to the UUA website to order the book, Building Your Own Theology, 
Introduction, Volume 1, Second Edition. Published in 2000. (cost $16). 

 This is a good class for new UU's and is also helpful to build insights for long-time UUs. The curriculum comes 
from UUA and can be previewed on line. 
 

Thursday Evenings 

The Origins of Life  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

"Four billion years ago the Earth's surface was desolate and lifeless. The hostile surface was constantly disrupted 
by volcanic eruptions and meteorite bombardment, yet evidence shows that 3.8 billion years ago bacteria 
appeared in ancient rocks. What happened? If life could begin on Earth, then it could begin on Earth-like planets 
throughout our galaxy and beyond - that might be the first hint that we are not alone in the universe.” 

Section D – Some Unique Characteristics of Life 
March 6 Life on Clay, Clay as Life           April 3 The RNA World 
March 13 Life’s Curious Handedness          April 10 The Pre-RNA World 
March 20 Self-Replicating Molecular Systems      April 17 Natural Selection and Competition 
March 27 Gunter Wachtershsauser’s Grand Hypothesis   April 24 Three Scenarios for the Origin of Life 
                       May 1    ***BREAK*** 
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Community News 

 

For our March 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS SUNDAY, MARCH 9. SET YOUR 
CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR SATURDAY, MARCH 8.  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

January Financial Report 
 
 

The January 2014 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are continuing to stay 
positive to budget, and if income and expenses continue tracking as they have, we should end the fiscal year 
(May 31) in good shape.  The Finance Committee is currently looking at the most prudent use of these 
potential additional funds. 

Although we’re staying ahead financially, we are still concerned with pledge fulfillment.  For the most part, 
people have been fulfilling their pledges, however, we’ve learned of a few families that have faced unexpected 
financial difficulties, and their total pledge expectation has had to be adjusted downward in excess of $8,000 
for the fiscal year.  So, it’s still important for us to receive the balance of your pledge.  If you’re unsure of 
where you stand versus your pledge, please refer to the mailings we sent in December and January, or if those 
have been tossed, send an email to treasurer@communityuuchurch.org or talk to me. 

At this time of the year, The Finance Committee starts looking ahead, planning for next fiscal year.  Budget 
inputs have been received from all those responsible for budget lines.  The total of FY14-15 budget expense 
requests is around $338,000.  To meet these needs, additional funding of about $28,000 above this year’s level 
would be needed, which would have to come from increased pledges, fund raising activities and building usage.  
If you have executable ideas on expanded fund raising or building usage, please pass them along to the Finance 
Committee. 

 

 

INCOME & EXPENSE January  2014 

INCOME 

January 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 66.7% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $23,411 $19,387 $167,346 $169,993 $238,400 70.2% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $3,120 $5,380 $31,643   $29,090 $32,810 96.4% 

Total Building Usage  $2,275 $2,700 $16,937   $17,585 $26,885 63.0% 

Misc. Income $800 $794   $11,498 $8,931 $13,756 83.6% 

TOTAL INCOME $29,605 $28,261 $227,424 $225,598 $311,851 72.9% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $5,239 $5,758 $40,860 $40,990 $61,616 66.3% 

Programs $1,312 $2,076 $14,798 $16,941 $25,137 58.9% 

Religious Education $3,897 $4,531 $35,276 $37,026 $54,851 64.3% 

Facilities/Grounds $6,105 $5,377 $38,652 $39,204 $60,973 63.4% 

Ministry $7,363 $7,759 $58,280 $61,372 $92,410 63.1% 

Denomination $1,475 $1,533 $10,325 $10,732 $16,864 61.2% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $25,391 $27,035 $198,390 $206,264 $311,851 63.6% 

NET INCOME  $4,214  $1,226 $29,034 $19,334 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Thursday, 9am to 1pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 

especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 
Deadline for the February 
newsletter is Friday, 
January 17. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org. 


