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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 January Sunday Services  
Theme  -  Creation 

 

January 5, 2014 - “A 
Question Box Sermon ”     
Rev. Patrick Price.  The Rev. 
Price will address questions 
submitted by participants 
during the worship service 

January 12, 2014 - 
“Universal Grace”             
Rev. Patrick Price. 
 

January 19, 2013 - “A Heart 
Full of Grace” - Rev. 
Patrice Price. 
             

January 26, 2014 -  Guest               
Speaker, Rev. Sam Nickols. 
 
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
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e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

 A Legacy for the Future:  Planned Giving 

 
Each individual that chooses to leave a legacy for the church has their 
own reasons.  It may be to help carry on a program that they feel is 
especially important.  It may serve as a memorial for families or 
family members.  Helping the church to thrive in a financially 
challenging era is another option.  Others may find that a deferred 
gift may be a practical way to supplement other forms of 
stewardship.  As a result of this gift, some may find that there are 
estate or other tax advantages.  Whatever the reason, the church is 
ready to help you achieve your goal.  
 
 A group formed to develop material to provide information and 
guidance to those that would like to demonstrate their commitment 
with a long term gift.  A brochure about this program is available in 
the church foyer and an information packet is available upon request 
and also on the church web site that can help those that are interested 
in learning more. Contacting Chet Smith (972.238.0464 or 
smithchet45@gmail.com) is also a means to initiate a conversation 
about your interest.  
 
 Finally, information about deferred giving will be incorporated into 
the annual budget drive and other stewardship initiatives to assure 
that there is broad knowledge of the opportunities and advantages of 
deferred giving. 
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The beginning of a New Year often gives us the chance reframe things for our lives.  This is the yearning behind 
New Year’s resolutions. We feel there is a chance to shake the Etch-a-sketch of our perspectives and start over. I 
find that any chance such as this is a kind of “grace,” a blessing for the renewal of our lives. 

From what I understand, "grace" is our  experience of the abundance of the universe.  Grace is the experience of 
receiving that not of our own making, that which we have not earned.  Grace is about that which we have not 
earned and in fact cannot earn, even if we want to.  Grace, in my understanding, cannot be earned, either by 
works or by faith.  Either of those approaches turns - -  Goddess/God, the Holy, our Ground of Being, our 
experience of the Universe - - into a type of material and/or metaphysical exchange of goods and services.   Our 
Christian Universalist forbears clearly rejected this bartering with God, as seen in their belief in the universal 
salvation of all souls, regardless of merit, because all are inherently worthy. 

For many of us, this talk of grace or gratitude can bring on a case of residual “Bah, humbugs.”  We do not feel 
particularly graced or grateful.  It would be a mistake to say that gratitude is only a feeling.  It is more 
importantly an attitude that we can consciously assume, regardless of how we actually feel about our situation. 

The grace of the Universe is all around us in our living, our breathing, our being, even in our opportunity to 
struggle for what is better.  We experience this grace when we become aware of it, when the ears of our ears 
awake, and the eyes of our eyes are opened.  Does this mean we should not ask for help from the Universe?  
Sure we should ask, but we must be aware that we are not able to dictate the terms, and may not be answered in 
the ways we might hope or expect to be answered.  We cannot command grace, but we can risk being open to its 

Patrick’s Ponderings  "Abundant Grace"                            

 

Welcome Our New Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris! 

We are proud to announce our hiring of Ms. Shanda (pronounced “Shawnda”) Harris as our new quarter 
time Membership Coordinator, starting in January.   Shanda has a rich variety of experiences and many great 
skills which will help us to better serve our members.  We hope you will take the chance to get to know her as 
she transitions in to the position. 

Many thanks to the search committee headed by Personnel Chair, Sandy Farlow, including; Stephanie James, 
Jay Hall, Lexie McGrane and Rev. Patrick Price.   Please read Shanda’s own greeting  and introduction below. 

Dear Community Unitarian Universalist Church Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Membership Coordinator.  Over the next few months, I will have a chance to 
learn more about your remarkable congregation.  Below is a snapshot of my life. 

I was born and raised in the Dallas area.  For over 12 years, my main objective has been to assist small businesses in their 
marketing efforts.  My most memorable experiences occurred while working at the Dallas Business Journal. On the educational 
side,  I possess a Bachelor of Business Administration from Texas Tech University and a Master of Business Administration 
from the University of Phoenix. In addition to a wonderful husband, I have been blessed with two amazing children, Dalton (5) 
and Riley (2). 

Currently, I work part-time with small businesses, teaches music class to toddlers and serve on various leadership teams. Also, 
I’m always looking for new running buddies! 

I look forward to meeting each one of you!     Sincerely,  Shanda Harris 
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Happy New Year — It’s Almost Stewardship Time! 

Our shared mission: To nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives 

All year round, you hear us talk at Community UU about stewardship and what it means: to take care of each 
other and our larger community. We strive to be good stewards of our world and ourselves. 

Now it’s the time of year when that general discussion gets more specific. In February, we’ll have the kick-off for 
our annual pledge drive, and the results of that drive will determine what we’re able to do next year. So it’s not 
too early to start thinking about Community Church, its mission in the world, and the part you want to play in 
that mission. 

Ask yourself: What role does this community play in my life? 

Do I believe in what Community Church is working for in the world? How can I participate in this community 
to help it spread a broader vision; create a better, more just world that treasures everyone; offer a place where 
children and adults can learn and grow into wiser, kinder people? 

Ask, what is my role in this community? Everyone brings different gifts to our feast. What are yours? 

And don’t forget to ask, what gifts do I and my family receive here? 

Past President Tom Reid has set us on a solid path of approaching stewardship from a sense of gratitude and 
abundance. The universe is abundant, rich with gifts for all of us, and if each one of us shares what we can, this 
church community will continue growing and changing the world. 

I’m excited about what the future has in store for our community and grateful for the gifts we receive every day. 
Thank you for being part of this vibrant, loving, committed community. Every single member, friend, and visitor 
to this congregation contributes to who we are becoming, and I appreciate every one of you. 

Thank you for being here! And thank you for the many forms of stewardship you bring to this community every 
day. 

With blessings for a loving, peaceful and abundant new year, 

Elena Westbrook 

 

 

          

 

 

 

President’s Column  

News Flash! 

Nelah  McComsey and Anne Smith are both recipients of the Marty Robinson Volunteer 

Recognition Award offered by North Texas UU Congregations (NTUUC).  There are five winners of 

this prestigious yearly award and this year two are from Community UU Church. 

Both of the Community UU members will be honored at the NTUUC Awards Luncheon on January 

25, 12:30 - 3:00, Saturday, at Oak Cliff UU.  Tickets are $16 for the event and will be available on line at 

the NTUUC website. 

Contact Gary Sharpsteen, NTUUC Board member, or Celeste Kennedy, NTUUC President, for more 

information on the event. 
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January, 2014 

TV Raffle 
 

 January 12, immediately after the 
worship service, you can pick up 6 
tickets for our raffle of a 50” 
Samsung HDMI Led Flatscreen t.v 

The raffle proceeds will go to our 
General Operating Fund to 
contribute to our church’s Mission 
and the Overall Financial health of 
Community Church.  

The raffle drawing will take 
place on Sunday, February 2nd, 
Superbowl Sunday, at Noon. So 
make a list of friends, relatives, 
acquaintances, in-laws and outlaws 
who you plan to sell your tickets 
to. 

What’s that? You say you already 
have a great tv? And can you buy 
one or more of the tickets for 
somebody you love or for a 
deserving family or institution? 
You Bet! The tickets are only $10 
each, or 3 for $25 or 6 for $50 (to 
the same person.) 

The TV (still in the its box) will be 
displayed in Founders Hall on 
Sunday Mornings. Take a look! 
And be ready to pick up your 
tickets today! 

 Simple Living Chalice Circle  
 

Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning January 11 , at 11, at 
Ona Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 
 
 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

January 10 - Mary Poppins - 1964 

Julie Andrews made her screen debut 
and won an Academy Award for her 
portrayal of the "Practically Perfect" 
nanny who revolutionizes the prim 
and proper Banks family in this 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
Disney classic.  The film won 5 
Oscars.  It took Disney 17 years 
before the author, P.L. Travers gave 
her release to Disney to make the 
film.  Starring Julie Andrews as Mary 
Poppins, Dick Van Dyke as Bert and 
David Tomlinson and Glynis Johns as 
Mr. and Mrs. Banks. 

January 24 - "42" - The Jackie 
Robinson Story - 2013 

This biopic focuses on the 
relationship between baseball icon 
Jackie Robinson (Chadwick Boseman) 
and Brooklyn Dodgers general 
manager Branch Rickey (Harrison 
Ford), who signed Robinson and in 
1947 made him the first black Major 
League Baseball player of the modern 
era.   

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday, January 12th  

Location: Nancy Barlow’s 
home.  Contact Nancy by January 17 
if you plan to attend. 

Selection: Share poetry and short 
stories you’ve discovered in 2013. 

 

 

The Kroger Family of Stores is 
committed to bringing hope and help 
to local communities. We do this 
through a variety of activities, 
including charitable giving, 
sponsorships and the unique 
Community Rewards Program of 
Kroger. We are also committed to 
carefully protecting our customers' 
personal information. In order to 
meet their expectation of privacy, we 
have adopted a simple policy to never 
share a customer's personal 
information. Our privacy policy 
applies to Community Rewards 
participation as well. As your 
neighborhood food retailer, we deeply 
value our ability to support local 
organizations like yours. 

Your supporters (12 households) who 
shopped at Kroger between 
09/01/2013 and 11/30/2013  have 
contributed to your $80.85 total 
donation. Your organization will be 
receiving a Kroger check in this 
amount.  If you have any questions, 
please email 
swkrogercommunityrewards@krog
er.com or visit our website at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.co
m. Thank you for your continued 
support of your local Kroger store. 

 

Albertsons Community Partners 
Program. We have received a check 
from this program for $37.29 
representing supports who shopped at 
Albertsons between 8/1 - 10/2013. 

 
Children’s Playgroup is on holiday 
hiatus through January 17.  For 
details, contact John Elder . 
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“Grace … is the impact of  spiritual presence.” 
— Paul Tillich, Protestant theologian 

 
Grace, as a Christian theological concept, is the idea that God grants salvation, not because of our fine moral 
fiber, but as a gift of love.  Setting aside the question of salvation (“From what?” “By whom?”) for another 
month, what does “grace” mean in a Unitarian Universalist family? 
 
“To trust the context—the place in which we must live out our lives—to trust in spite of the chaos and the 
tragedy, rather than living in terror of what we have not made and cannot control—this is to live gracefully.  To 
accept the givens of our personal existence and to act responsibly, to act purposefully, in trust, this is to achieve 
and to experience a state of grace, a graceful being. Yet I have not known anyone who has lived grace-fully who 
has not struggled to live in that way, struggled to learn from pain that has no meaning, and borne the cost of 
letting go and letting be.” – Edward Frost, UU minister, Quest magazine July/August 2008 
 
“So what is grace? Grace is getting more than we deserve. It's not winning the jackpot—winning the lottery is 
luck, not grace. Instead, grace is finding an unexpected moment of peace while taking a walk. Grace is learning 
something new and amazing about a friend you've had for years. We encounter grace when we hear a song by a 
group we've never heard of that changes our lives, or when we make a difference volunteering because we signed 
up and showed up. … Grace is always there, waiting to happen. Grace is very patient. And polite. Grace never 
imposes itself. Grace can surprise us, but it doesn't force itself on us. Grace is a willing partner and a constant 
friend, but it never invades, even when our experience of grace feels overwhelming. This is at the core of the 
universalist message: There is always more than enough grace to go around.  There's no amount of good deeds 
we can do, and there's no magic prayer we can pray, that will guarantee we receive grace. We receive grace, not 
because we deserve it, but because the universe is fundamentally a generous place... . Grace isn't just something 
we receive; it's also something in our power to give.” – Chance Hunter, UU World, Spring 2011 
 
As I ponder these quotes, it strikes me that family life is a proving ground for grace.  It is where we learn, as 
children and again as adults, to trust in the love that surrounds us.  To be responsible for our actions and 
simultaneously to know that despite our mistakes and shortcomings, we will be loved and forgiven.  To live with 
the purpose of making our own small corner of the world a place that is full of light and laughter and gentleness, 
and to act out of generosity to our siblings, our cousins, our parents.  This is the heart of “grace”: getting more 
than we deserve.  The miracle is that when each of us gives more (more forgiveness, more gratitude, more 
cheerfulness) than we think our errant and confused family member(s) “deserve” – when we give beyond what 
we think we “ought” to give – we create a home that is a more generous and loving place to live.  And homes 
that are generous and loving beyond reason allow us – and our children and their children – to be emotionally 
and spiritually equipped to live with grace. 
 
In faith, Kathy 
 
 
Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Thursday 
afternoons, or by appointment during other times.  From December 26 to January 1, I will be leading the 
children’s program at the Southeast Winter Institute in Miami (SWIM), followed by several days of 
vacation from January 1-4; I will answer voicemail and email during that time, although my response time will 
be longer than usual.   

Religious Education 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sun. 1/5 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m., YRUU Meeting 12 noon 
Sun. 1/5 – NTX Rally Planning Meeting, 2-4 p.m. (at First Unitarian Dallas) 
Sat. 1/11 – Minecraft Party, 3-9 p.m. 
Sat. 1/11 – Community Café Coffeehouse with Jim Scott, 7-9 p.m. 
Sun. 1/12 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Fri. 1/17-Sun. 1/19 – YRUU Rally (Houston area) 
Sun. 1/19 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Sat. 1/25 – Odds ‘n Ends Day (bring your child and come help!) 
Sun. 1/26 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Teachers!  Don’t Miss the Annual Teacher Appreciation Dinner on February 1!  RSVP by January 12 
to reserve your space.  Your area DREs are your hosts at this delicious, catered, sit-down dinner followed 
by a short speech by popular local UU minister Aaron White.  Childcare is included.  And it’s all free to you 
as long as you tell us you’re coming.  Hope to see you there! 

Religious Education 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

Community Harvest Garden is about to begin its eighth year. Listen to the voice of one of our founders, Deb 
Bliss, who writes: 

"The reasons I so enjoy being part of this outreach work all involve connections.  I'm connected to our local 
community in need of food by providing fresh, organic produce at least once a week to supplement the 
canned and boxed food they receive.  Connected to the earth and microscopic creatures working to enrich the 
soil – we are nurturing the land, practicing organic pest control, and providing land for rain to be absorbed 
rather than run off and contribute to flooding.  Connected to the sun, fresh air, and weather conditions; to 
the miracles of seeds sprouting and plants fruiting; to the surprises and discoveries – toads hopping, ladybugs 
flitting, bees buzzing, birds singing, and even the occasional bobcat stopping by. 

"I enjoy working side by side with down-to-earth folks who love to share their experiences, and developing 
ties to Sai Baba members and gardeners from the larger community.  I'm delighted to watch families involve 
their children in gardening: the Brindzas, Heather Joy, her sister and sons, the Garys, Kathy Smith and various 
RE classes, Sai Baba teens with responsibility for their own plot.  And I love sharing great food, stories and 
making decisions with gardeners at our monthly socials.  The work is physical, satisfying and therapeutic for 
me. Our vision is to create a place of peace, a place to learn, and a place to demonstrate water conserving 
urban farming. We are growing more than food in this garden: we are growing community." 

If you would like to join us for our eighth year, we would love to have you work with us!  Plots will be 
available for adoption after Jan. 5.  The link to our website is http://www.communityharvestgarden.org/   
 
Until next month!  Your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Women’s Alliance News 

 

 
       

 

 

 
 

 

  

Inviting all Women.  Save the Date!!  Women’s Alliance Annual Retreat. 
Our retreat will be held on April 11, 12 and 13, 2014.  We will be going to Glen Lake Retreat Center in 
Glen Rose, TX. 
We have two price options:  

The first one is a deluxe cabin, which will accommodate 9 persons on the bottom bunks. The cabin has 
a large lighted vanity area and a bathroom with showers. The mattresses are wide and firm. You will need 
to provide your bedding. This price is $100 for the weekend which includes 3 meals on Saturday 
and breakfast on Sunday. 

There are a limited number of hotel style rooms available for $150. These rooms are semi-private with 2 
twin beds and a private bath in each and you do not need to bring bedding. This price also includes 
your meals. 

Visit with old friends and make new ones at our annual gathering. Join us for a fun weekend bonding with 
other women thru sharing, songs, walks, yoga activities, river walking and much more. We will have lots 
of activities planned but you can also choose to spend some alone time, in  any way you would like. 

This is your chance to get away from it all! Come join in the fun and camaraderie! We look forward to 
seeing you there!! 

If you plan on joining us, and we hope you do, contact Barb Salvo for more details or questions. 

The Women's Alliance invites you to our rescheduled ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY                       
(and brief business meeting) 
When:   Saturday January 4th at 2 p.m. 
Where:  Valerie Gome's Beautiful Home. 
  
Please bring a snack to share and a re-gift valued at $10.00 or less. All women are invited. Membership is 
not required. 
  
Please R.S.V.P. by December 27: Arlene Burleson.   
 
Information about Women's Alliance membership: Women’s Alliance of CUUC is a chapter of the 
Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation UUWF. Check out the UUWF web site, and learn about all 
the help and support the organization gives to women around the world: http://www.uuwf.org/. 
CUUC Women’s Alliance Annual Dues are $10.00, and optional UUWF dues are $25.00. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and 
ends at 1:30 pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

Calling yourself a UU is only the first step.  The next step is to deepen your core of meanings. Enhance your 
journey, join us to Build Your Own Theology. 
 

The Build Your Own Theology class will be facilitated by  George Norwood, Celeste Kennedy and Justin 
Dixon..  It begins February 19, and continues for eleven sessions on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.  
 

Join us each week as we work together to demystify and personalize our theology.  Enjoy thought-provoking 
conversations and interesting connections through useful curriculum  - UUA created workbooks. Cost is 
$16  for books.  Attendees should go on line to the UUA website to order the book, Building Your Own Theology, 
Introduction, Volume 1, Second Edition. Published in 2000. (cost $16). 

 This is a good class for new UU's and is also helpful to build insights for long-time UUs. The curriculum comes 
from UUA and can be previewed on line. 
 

Thursday Evenings 

The Origins in Life  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

"Four billion years ago the Earth's surface was desolate and lifeless. The hostile surface was constantly disrupted 
by volcanic eruptions and meteorite bombardment, yet evidence shows that 3.8 billion years ago bacteria 
appeared in ancient rocks. What happened? If life could begin on Earth, then it could begin on Earth-like planets 
throughout our galaxy and beyond - that might be the first hint that we are not alone in the universe.” 

 Section B – Experimentation and Chemical Reactions 
Jan. 2  The Miller-Urey Experiment          Jan. 30 More Experiments Under Pressure   
Jan. 9 Life from the Bottom of the Sea         Feb. 6 Deep Space Dust, Molten Rock and Zeolite  
Jan. 16  The Deep, Hot Biosphere           Feb. 13 Macromolecules and the Tree of Life   
Jan. 23 Experiments at High Pressure           Feb. 20 Lipids and Membrane Self-Organization 
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the February newsletter is Friday, January 17. Email your articles to 
newsletter@Communityuuchurch.org.  

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each 
theme plays a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s 
offerings each month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis 
around which many elements of church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set 
of common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be 
warned: Seriously engaging these themes could transform your life. 

 February – Religious Authority  March – Redemption  April – Freedom  May - Mercy 

Social Action News 

Common Read 2014 

It’s time to get busy reading! 

The UUA Common Read book selection for 2014 is Behind the Kitchen Door by Saru Jayaraman. 

This book reveals how restaurant workers live on some of the lowest wages in America and how poor 
working conditions affect the meals that arrive at our restaurant tables. Jayaraman tells the stories of 10 
restaurant workers as she explores the political, economic, and moral implications of eating out: What’s at 
stake when we choose a restaurant is not only our own health or “foodie” experience but also the health 
and well-being of the second largest private sector workforce—10 million people, many immigrants, many 
people of color, who bring passion, tenacity, and insight into the American dining experience. 

The author, Saru Jayaraman, is a co-founder of Restaurant Opportunities Centers United, an organization 
that supports restaurant workers in New York, New Orleans, Miami, Michigan, Chicago, Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles, Houston and Washington, DC. They have won 13 workplace justice campaigns against exploitative 
high-profile restaurant companies. They also train restaurant workers, enabling them to find good jobs and 
earn promotions within the industry. 

Behind the Kitchen Door invites Unitarian Universalists to intentionally consider their practices in restaurant 
dining. It makes visible the lives of people who are subject to discrimination and oppression based on 
economic status, race, ethnicity, gender, and/or immigration status.  

Our book discussion will take place in early April. A limited number of hardcover copies ($18 each) will be 
available following Sunday services during the month of January. The book is also available from the UUA 
Bookstore and from Amazon. It is available in Kindle and Nook electronic versions in addition to the 
hardcover version. (The Paperback version will be available in early March.) 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 

Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

November Financial Report 
 
 

The November 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  The books show us nearly $18k 
better than YTD budget, however, about $9k of this is due to more prompt payment of Service Auction bills than 
anticipated – this will even itself out during December and January.   

Other noteworthy items in the financials are a growing lag in FY 13-14 Pledge Income, a credit from the IRS and 
Coffeehouse Income/Expense: 

*At this point, current year pledges cumulatively lag by nearly $7,900 (about 7%).  Members having known financial 
difficulties account for $4,355; people who have committed to catching up on their payments account for about 
$5,160.  If you are in doubt as to where you stand versus your pledge, year-end statements will be mailed this week. 

*Thanks to research initiated by Liz Haddad, we learned of the Small Business Health Care Tax Credit which is part 
of the Affordable Care Act.  Our submission for this credit resulted in unplanned income of $4,190 for 2012.  We 
now plan to apply for credits for 2010 and 2011. 

*While Coffeehouse net income was close to budget, both income and expenses were higher than planned as Peter 
Mayer’s stipend was higher than budgeted. However, increased attendance (about 125 people) was much higher than 
normal; more than 40% were from outside the church! 

The Service Auction on November 16th yielded $17,671 in purchases ($17,000 budgeted) countered by $2,272 in 
expenses ($1,150 budgeted), netting $15,399 for the church (once all bills are paid).  Our net will end up at 97% of the 
budgeted net.  Thanks to all who worked to organize the auction, and thanks to all who participated. 

 

 INCOME & EXPENSE November  2013 

INCOME 

November  

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 50% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $14,428 $17,442 $119,097 $102,239 $238,400 50.0% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $14,565 $4,780 $25,649   $15,180 $32,810 78.2% 

Total Building Usage  $1,840 $2,200 $12,175   $12,585 $26,885 45.3% 

Misc. Income $4,240 $772   $10,666 $7,164 $11,606 91.9% 

TOTAL INCOME $35,073 $25,194 $167,587 $155,168 $309,701 54.1% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $7,776 $5,913 $31,088 $30,604 $61,616 50.5% 

Programs $1,589 $2,336 $11,111 $12,695 $25,137 44.2% 

Religious Education $4,597 $4,735 $27,507 $28,710 $54,851 50.1% 

Facilities/Grounds $3,709 $3,678 $27,036 $27,740 $58,823 46.0% 

Ministry $7,188 $7,659 $43,589 $45,953 $92,410 47.2% 

Denomination $1,475 $1,533 $7,375 $7,666 $16,864 43.7% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $26,334 $25,854 $147,906 $153,368 $309,701 47.8% 

NET INCOME  $8,739  -$660 $19,681 $1,800 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the February 
newsletter is Friday, 
January 17. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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For our January 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Calling All Activists! 

What? A meeting to learn what social justice work the UU congregations are doing, and what we want to 

accomplish. 

Why? How we can be more effective working together? 
Who? All in NTUUC who are interested in social justice. 
When? January 11, 2014 9:30-3:30 
Where? Community UU Church, Plano 
 

In the morning, we'll hear from groups working for justice: Jericho Road, Dallas Area Interfaith and Allied 
Communities of Tarrant, CitySquare, the Dallas Peace Center, Texas UU Justice Ministry, the UU-United 
Nations Office, the UU Service Committee, and others. They will join us for lunch and conversations about 
their organizations. In the afternoon, we'll look at how we can work together to leverage NTUUC resources. 
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Go to our website: 
www.communityuuchurch.org under 
Events to see information about next 
Coffeehouse Concert. 


