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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  

diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 
community. 
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Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  

www.communityuuchurch.org  
e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

December Services - God 

Sunday, December 7 - 10:30am -  “What, In the Name of  
God, Are We Talking About?”,  Rev. Patrick Price and the 
Community Church Choir. 
 
Sunday, December 14 - 10:30am -  “Welcome, 
God!”,  Readings and songs about the many faces of  the divine, 
Kathy Smith, DRE, Rev. Patrick Price and our Children and 
Youth.   
 
Sunday, December 21 - 10:30am -  “Annual Yuletide 
Celebration”  This worship for all ages,, interactive service uses 
ritual, stories, and song to weave together Yule, Hanukah and 
Christmas – holidays from three of  our six UU sources.    Led by 
the Rev. Patrick Price with Music from the Community Church 
Choir. 
 
Wednesday, December 24 - 3pm - “Christmas Eve Service 
for Families”. This is a lively, participatory service of  familiar 
carols and rounds, beautiful descants and bells, readings and 
stories of  the season. Adults, youth, families, children of  all ages 
– all are welcome. Childcare is also provided for both services.  
 
Wednesday, December 24 - 6pm - “Christmas Eve Lessons 
& Carols Candlelight Service”, Rev. Patrick Price, Community 
UU Worship Associates and the Community Church Choir. 
Childcare is also provided for both services.  
 
Sunday, December 28 - 10:30am - "The Spiritual 
Genome",  Community UU Worship Associate Jeannette Baillie.  

January, 2015  

Sunday Services 

Theme - Creation 

 

January 4 - Bill Snell 

 

January 11 - Rev. Patrick Price 

 

January 18 - Rev. Patrick Price 

 

January 25 - Rev. Patrick Price 
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The word or concept God is difficult for many people.  It is probably difficult for many of us gathered here on 
Sunday mornings. For some of us it has harsh emotional connections or memories, for others it is too much to 
encompass, or makes no sense at all. For still others of us it creates joy or a sense of strength, or certainty.  
While I use God in everyday language, it is a placeholder for that which is beyond our comprehension and of 
immediate intimacy with our souls.  Another less baggage-laden term is “the Holy.”  This is what I often use in 
order to have the conversation with less reactivity to the word God.   

When I served in the Air Force many years ago it was common wisdom that you did not discuss politics or 
religion, ostensibly in order to prevent conflict or discord.  Unfortunately, I have found too often we may feel 
we have to behave the same way in our personal lives as well, including at church.  What we are often left with 
then is a sort of theological equivalent to "don't ask, don't tell," where we do not engage each other on the things 
which matter most to us, presumably to preserve the tranquility of our illusion of oneness with each other.  For 
the sake of maintaining the certainty of oneness, we deny our differences, refuse risks and lose our opportunity 
to deepen our encounters with each other and the Holy, and the more profound connections that lie beneath 
our civility and fear.      

Many people contend that God or god/dess are simply projections of our human qualities and desires.  This is 
probably true, to a degree, but it is also true that we humans invoke or take into ourselves many of the qualities 
of Goddess/God.  An Eastern proverb warns, "Be careful what gods you worship, lest you become like them." 
And Unitarian Ralph Waldo Emerson writes, “That which dominates our imaginations and our thoughts will 
determine our lives, and character.  Therefore, it behooves us to be careful what we worship, for what we are 
worshipping we are becoming.” So what we think of God has an impact on us whether we like it or not,  and 
even if we are atheists.   

The ways we experience and describe the underlying reality of our lives in turn affects our lives and the lives of 
those around us. If we experience God/dess as harsh, demanding and jealous, then that will hold certain 
implications about our world and how we should live in it.  If our experience and image of the Holy is all loving, 
embracing and forgiving, that understanding will have a different set of implications for us and our lives, and the 
world.   

As Unitarian Universalists we should not and cannot abandon "God language,” to those who would just as soon 
abuse us with it. We need to acknowledge our own responsibility for the image of God/dess that we are content 
to believe in or not.  As Unitarian Universalists we are already diverse, but we need to use the various languages 
we have to share together the profoundness of our lives, and to find new ways for us to experience each other as 
part of the Holy breathing of the world.  In turn we can offer our lives to the world as examples of the more 
open, loving and caring ways of being in the manyness and oneness in which we live and move and have our 
being.  

    See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings   “God”                        

Deadline for the January newsletter is Friday, December 12.  Email 
your articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  
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After years of freelance writing, managing people, shepherding nonprofits, and participating in the leadership of 
this church, I've realized that every achievement is due to one thing. 

Every great creative idea is an expression of it. 

Organizational achievements are a result of it. 

Congregations can only be healthy if they are built on it. 

Connection. 

When I was coaching Destination Imagination teams, the best technique for teaching kids to access their innate 
creativity was encouraging them to make unexpected connections. That hat? It's a portal to another dimension. 
Making a bridge from six straws, three mailing labels, and a tennis ball? You can do it if you figure out the right 
connections. 

In writing or preaching, everything is about connection, from the structure to the sentence level. I'm connecting 
my mind to yours to transfer these ideas. I'm building transitions between words and sentences. I'm connecting 
this idea to the next one. And if I fail to make one of those connections effectively, then when you read or hear 
it, you fall into the gorge and must find your way back. 

You may have come to Community UU Church because you were seeking connection with like-minded people, 
or with your spiritual nature, or with the divine. In our worship and all of our classes and activities, we seek to 
build connections between hearts and between ideas… to notice the ways in which Jesus’ message and Buddha’s 
reflect each other; to learn about the enormity of the universe and the subatomic elegance of quarks; to sing or 
play music together and feel the strand of melody weave us together. 

We can only be effective as a congregation when we recognize that we are part of “the interconnected web of all 
existence” (the seventh principle) and intentionally build out that web among each other and out into the 
community.  

May I give you an assignment? This month, reach out and build at least one intentional connection with 
someone unexpected. Put the phone away and turn the TV off so you can think and create and build your 
interior, spiritual world.  

As Marge Piercy wrote in “The Seven of Pentacles”:  

Weave real connections, create real nodes, build real houses. 
Live a life you can endure: Make love that is loving. 
Keep tangling and interweaving and taking more in, 
a thicket and bramble wilderness to the outside but to us  
interconnected with rabbit runs and burrows and lairs. 
 
Live as if you liked yourself, and it may happen: 
reach out, keep reaching out, keep bringing in. 
This is how we are going to live for a long time: not always, 
for every gardener knows that after the digging, after the planting, 
after the long season of tending and growth, the harvest comes. 

With love and blessings that you may live a life of rich connections in this holiday season –  

Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 
 

 

President’s Column  
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December, 2014 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning December 13, at 11. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Contact Ona 
Tannehill at Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org for 
location. 
 
 
Women’s Alliance Hobby Swap 
Date: Saturday, December 6 
Time: 2-5 p.m. 
Location: Founders Hall 
Bring: A prop, photo, or tool that 
will help you tell about a hobby you 
enjoy. 

Optional: materials to teach others 
about your hobby. 
Enjoy 
• Relaxing in the company of 

friends.  
• Meeting new friends. Drinking 

tea and munching nibbles.  
• Dabbling in a new hobby.  
 

RSVP to Deb Bliss by Thursday, 
December 4 . 
 

 

Metaphysical Meanderings is 
a lively reading and discussion 
group of Community UUs who are 
full of questions about the 
fundamental notions by which 
people understand the world, e.g., 
existence, objects and their 
properties, space and time, cause 
and effect, and possibility.  Our 
next meeting is 7– 9pm January 
26, 2015, at Victoria and Mark 
Rachel's home discussing the 
book DISAPPEARANCE OF 
THE UNIVERSE, by Gary R. 
Renard.  If you have questions or 
would like to attend, contact Grace 
Morrison. 

 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall  

7pm 

 
December 12 - The Grand Budapest 
Hotel - 2014 

Between the World Wars, Gustave 
(Ralph Fiennes) the concierge at a 
prestigious European hotel, takes a bell 
boy named Zero as a trusted 
protege.  Meanwhile, the upscale guests 
are involved in an art theft and a dispute 
over a vast family fortune.  Directed by 
Wes Anderson 

December 19 - A Christmas Carol - 
1984 

Oscar winner George C. Scott stars as 
penny-pinching miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
in this critically acclaimed television 
adaptation of Charles Dickens's holiday 
classic.  After working into the wee 
hours on the night before Christmas, 
Scrooge returns home to find the ghost 
of his former associate and the promise 
of visits from three more spirits.  Will 
the dawn of a new day bring a new 
Scrooge? 

 

Parents’ Night Out 

The December Parents’ Night Out gives 
parents a chance to go Christmas 
shopping without the kids while children 
enjoy a fun evening with friends. We will 
offer fun-filled activities such as art 
projects, Christmas movies, games, and 
snacks. Please join us on Saturday, 
December 13 from 4-9pm. 

Reservations and payment can be 
made online no later than Thursday, 
December 11, at 
communityuuchurch.org. Click on 
the “Parents Night Out” event to 
register. 

Payment is due at time of registration 
and is non-refundable. The cost is as 
follows: 1 Child $25.00, 2 Children 
$40.00,Maximum per family $50.00. 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: Dec. 16 

Location: Suzie Nicholson’s home. 
Contact Suzie  by Friday, December 12 
if you plan to attend.  
 

Selection: NF - The Sixth Extinction: 
An Unnatural History by Elizabeth 
Kolbert – A major book about the future of 
the world, blending intellectual and natural 
history and field reporting into a powerful 
account of the mass extinction unfolding before 
our eyes. Amazon. 
 

 

Secret Santa Shoppe and Bake Sale  
 

Sunday, December 14, send your child 
with folding money or jingly coins to 
shop for you and the rest of the family! 
Our Secret Santa Shoppe will be staffed 
by our Coming of Age students and will 
feature new and gently used treasures 
priced so children can afford them. Our 
Coming of Age students will even help 
your child gift-wrap and label their 
purchases. Come join us in this 
wonderful family tradition! Sunday, 
December 14, 12-1pm, preschool 
room. There will also be a Bake Sale 
in Founders Hall – get your holiday 
party treats here! 

 
The Garden is Calling You 

Feeling cooped up?  Got that indoor-
winter-itis?  Imagine yourself working 
the soil with the warm sun on your back, 
tending young plants, harvesting your 
first carrot or onion, watching butterflies 
flit and toads hop as you work, and 
swapping stories with your neighbor 
gardener.  Community Harvest Garden 
will be opening plots for adoption 
beginning January 12, 2015.  Contact 
Deb Bliss if you have questions. 
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What’s New in the Community Garden? 

Interested in social action?  Want to alleviate hunger in North Texas?  Want to be part of an active, hands-on project here 
at CUUC?  Join the Community Garden!  If you’re interested in a plot of your own, or if you want to share a plot with a 
more experienced gardener to mentor you, we’d love to have you join us!  You can’t beat this deal anywhere: the fun and 
satisfaction of growing your own food, sharing with the community, the support from other gardeners, AND the chance 
to get some exercise and enjoy nature.  We are renewing our plots this month and will start assigning new plots in 
December and January.  Contact Deb Bliss for more information. 

Here are some of our successes for 2014: 

We added a plant tower built and donated by Sarma Gunturi of the Sai Center; filled by gardeners; and painted, 
planted and tended by CUUC youth. 

We partnered with the North Texas Food Bank. 

Thanks to Carrie’s hard work and leadership in irrigation set up, adding compost, and designating areas for adoption 
by gardeners, we have increased production of our food forest. 

The mound hugel kultur garden maintains its productivity with minimal water by adding compost with each 
season’s planting. 

Thanks largely to hard work by Carrie, Janie, and Lucinda, we installed experimental hugel kultur terrace garden 
with lots of help from Sai Center men and youth. 

Our new Three Sister’s Garden was successful, attractive and a good demonstration garden for companion planting. 
Thank you to Carrie! 

We hosted our first corporate work day with 5 MedAssets’ employee volunteers.  They worked 5 hours and helped 
prepare the grounds for winter. 

Marisa and Jim have created beautiful compost this year.  Marisa donated an enclosed bin to discourage vole habitat. 

Thanks to Carrie and Mike, we added two picnic tables.  

We also organized and moved the harvest station to a shaded spot near the picnic tables. 

We involved a number of youth through the Sai Center, CUUC 6-7th grade religious education class, and family and 
friends of gardeners. 

We created a successful seed watering co-op that kept seedlings alive till they were strong. 

Our new frost hoops were installed and old ones set up for winter by Carrie, Mike, Marisa and Seana. 

We increased mid-week summer harvests and donations from other gardens. (Rashmi, Barbara Cropp and 
Dick Hildenbrand) 

If you would like to learn more about the Community Garden, come out and chat with us any Sunday after church.  
Visitors are also welcome at the monthly socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for 
location and more information. 

Please note that due to the freezing weather, the water to the Community Garden is now controlled by the valves at the main box next to the 
street (above the food forest).   

We have been overwhelmed with plastic "clamshell" produce containers.  Thank you all for your generosity!  We do not need any more until the 
beginning of the summer, and we will send out a request at that time.  

Until next month – Your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
 

Sun. 11/30 – Worship and RE, 10:30am (RE Special Day – Chalica Activities) 
Sun. 12/7 – Worship and RE, 10:30am 
Sun. 12/14 – Worship, 10:30am (special service for all ages: welcoming God) 
Sat. 12/20 – Solstice Ritual 6pm, Yule Party 7pm.  
Sun. 12/21 – Multi-Generational Worship, 10:30am (Yuletide Service) 
Wed. 12/24 – Christmas Eve Services, 3 and 6pm.   
Sun. 12/28 – Worship and RE, 10:30am (RE Special Day – Resolutions Activities)  

Community News 

Yule Party  Celebrate the longest day of  the year on Saturday, December 20, with a Solstice 
Celebration at 6pm, followed by a Yule Party at 7pm.  Children are welcome to participate 
in the Solstice Celebration and childcare will also be available.  And children of  all ages will 
want to join in the songs, marshmallows and hot cider around the bonfire at 7pm!  For 
more information about the Solstice Celebration, contact Janie McDermott; for information 
about the Yule Party, contact Amy Dessert.   

 

The Church Office will be closed Thursday, December 25 thru Thursday, January 1.  

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

Around the world 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water.  Over 2 million children each year 
die because of dehydration.  Your gifts help UUSC address water issues in many places around the world. 

We help many people locally to help meet their need for food through our church garden.  UUSC developed 
special gardens in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake, as well as helping with food production in many other places. 

Conversations around our own tables provide an opportunity to be aware of the precarious situation of others.  
Regardless of our age, there is something we can do to offer life sustaining support and resources to those in 
need. Then others become our guests at our tables.  Through the Stories of Hope booklet, we connect with leaders 
throughout the world who are working hard for human rights in partnership with UUSC  

This is the time to share your “Guest at Your Table” gifts with the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  
Please be sure to pick up your Stories of Hope booklet,  the program runs from October 31 thru Thanksgiving, 
November 27.. Any gift of $125.00 or more will be matched dollar for dollar.  You can double the value of your 
gift.  Gifts of any amount are needed and will be appreciated.  Make checks payable to UUSC with the notation 
Guest at Your Table, and place in the weekly offering or send to the church office. -- Sam Nickols – 
Denominational Representative 
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Community News  

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Hunger Initiative 

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE  

Toys are needed for the Christmas boxes by God’s Pantry to 200 families in our community.  The kids are 
twelve years old and under, both boys and girls. If you would like to adopt a child or the children of a 
family, the Pantry can supply the first names and ages. A box will be in the foyer for the toy donations in 
December.  See Linda Frank for more information. 

Meals on Wheels and Samaritan Inn have each received a donation from our church of $500 for the 
Holiday Season.  

Volunteer Information 

God’s Pantry – call Sylvia Martinez 972-633-9777 for schedule information. Volunteers must fill out a 
form and be able to lift boxes weighing 15 – 20 lbs. 

Meals on Wheels – call Shannon Critchlow, Volunteer Coordinator, 972-632-3125 or the McKinney office 
972-562-6996 for information on the volunteer positions available. 

Samaritan Inn McKinney – call 972-632-1290 for volunteer information. 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY FOLKSING  Friday, December 5th          
 

The CUUC First Friday Folksingers invite you to their Annual Holiday Folksing on  Friday, December 5 at       
8pm at the home of Gail and Charlie Battista, 600 Homewood Drive, Plano, 75025.   
 
Bring a holiday snack to share and come sit around the fire and join the FFFS in singing your favorite holiday 
carols and songs. Just listening is OK too!  Come kick off the Holiday Season by joining in the fellowship of 
the First Friday Folksingers holiday festivities.  
 
Bring your instruments and copies of any special music.  A piano is available.  Adult beverages will be 
provided.  There is no childcare available.   
 
Please RSVP Charlie Battista to let us know you’ll be coming.    
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal growth of the 
adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living Unitarian Universalist 
tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each evening class 
begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and ends at 1:30 pm. Our 
programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  (972-424-8989) at 
least 48 hours in advance. 
 

Sunday Mornings 

A Study and Discussion Group occurs on Sunday mornings 9 to 10am in Room F. Join us for UU Discussion and 
Study (GUUDS), principally led by the Rev. Patrick Price. Child care is provided.  This open ended, ongoing study and 
discussion group is for first time visitors as well as long time practitioners of Unitarian Universalism.   Using books by UU 
authors, we will examine the wide and deep intersection of human longing and experience with that which is greater than our 
individual selves, and calls us to heed the “better angels of our nature.” We are starting GUUDS with A House for Hope: 
The Promise of Progressive Religion for the Twenty-first Century, by John Buehrens and Rebecca Parker.   

 

Monday Evenings - Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-observation 
and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the backbone of our 
studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced meditator, to join us on our 
exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in 
our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions 
and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 

Thursday Evenings - Origins of the Human Mind  - Rev. Don Fielding - 6:30pm 

Oct. 30 thru Nov. 20 - Long Break - No Class   Nov. 27 - No Class - Thanksgiving 
         The Origin of Civilizations 
Dec. 4 - Ancient States & Civilizations    
Dec. 11 - The History of Archaeological Research   
Dec. 18 - Studying the Origins of States 
Dec. 25 - Christmas 
Jan. 1 - New Year’s  
 

 

Deadline for the January  newsletter is Friday, December 12.  Email your 
articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org 

Welcome, God!  Our service on Sunday, December 14 will be a participatory sharing of  
stories and songs about the many faces of  the divine.  We are looking for children and 
youth who would be willing to take a role – contact Kathy Smith, DRE.  Please join in this 
multi-generational celebration of  the season.   
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Community News 

 

For our December 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation of these events, 
please visit the church calendar at  http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Rob Hight: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, : Vacant 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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October Financial Report 

INCOME & EXPENSE October 2014 

INCOME 

October 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 41.7% comp) 

Total Offering Income $15,939 $17,017 $104,957 $99,821 $234,300 44.8% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $324 $210 $11,094   $9,180 $33,170 33.4% 

Total Building Usage  $1,578 $2,282 $9,436   $10,590 $26,863 35.1% 

Misc. Income $823 $1,067  $4,262   $5,137 $16,006 26.6% 

TOTAL INCOME $18,664 $20,576 $129,748 $124,728 $310,339 41.8% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,432 $4,129 $24,153 $23,663 $57,087 42.3% 

Programs $1,780 $1,697 $9,455 $9,031 $23,555 40.1% 

Religious Education $4,629 $4,948 $26,273 $26,878 $54,685 48.0% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,777 $4,210 $24,187 $25,874 $62,874 38.5% 

Ministry $7,401 $7,834 $40,291 $39,170 $94,498 42.6% 

Denomination $1,607 $1,607 $6,427 $6,427 $17,674 36.3% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $24,625 $24,424 $130,786 $131,043 $310,374 42.1% 

NET INCOME -$5,960  -$3,848 -$1,038 -$6,315 - $35 - 

The October 2014 financial summary for our 
operating accounts is listed below.  There is very 
little to report on budget variances for the fiscal year
-to-date, with income about $5,000 ahead and 
expenses right on target. 

Breaking News!  Not yet reported in the financials, 
our Service Auction on November 15th grossed 
about $18,000 for the operating budget (against 
$17,000 budgeted).  Also, among the Women’s 
Alliance, Men’s Fellowship, the Service Auction and 
the Sai Baba congregation, we now have the 
commitments available to replace the drinking 
fountain. 

Our Fifth Sunday collection (November 30) is 
designated for the Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  
Did You Know?:  Since this fund’s inception in 
2006, our Minister has disbursed approximately 
$44,000 in assistance to the needy (that’s about 
$5,000 per year).  Please give generously when the 
plate comes around.  If you forget your checkbook 
on a fifth Sunday, you have the option  

of donating to the Fifth Sunday collection on line. 

Donate Now 

Look for Did You Know? snippets in future 
financial reports for bits of information that might 
surprise you. 

FREE MONEY! 

Albertson’s:  Use Community Partners key 
chain tag or have them enter 49000109261. 

Kroger:  Update your Kroger Plus card to link 
to organization 83309 at www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. 

Tom Thumb:  Link your Rewards card to 
charity 8089 at Customer Service. 

Amazon.com:  Search for Community 
Unitarian at smile.amazon.com and link to your 
account. 

The church will get a portion of all purchase 
amounts! 

Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Wednesday, 8:30am to 12:30pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 
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Religious Education 

Quotes to Live By 
The Gods we worship write their names on our faces; be sure of that.  

A man will worship something ...  That which dominates will determine his life and character.  
Therefore it behooves us to be careful what we worship,  

for what we are worshipping we are becoming. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Unitarian minister and Transcendentalist 

 
What is Advent? 

Waiting for the Incarnation of God 
By Kathy E. Smith, Director of Religious Education 

 
Are you familiar with Advent as a part of the Christian liturgical year?  Or do you think of a calendar 
for children with cut-out windows to help them pass the days until Christmas?  Either way, you may 
not think it has much relevance to you as a Unitarian Universalist.  I’m beginning to think we UUs may 
be missing out on something important here. 
 
In the traditional Christian observance of Advent, the world is waiting and preparing for the presence 
of God.  It is a time of quiet, somber meditation.  The children’s calendar, as fun as it is, helps 
emphasize the practice of patience.  It is a time of joyful anticipation.  Both approaches offer a 
different perspective on this holiday season, which we too often celebrate with packed calendars, high 
expectations, and emotional roller-coasters.   
 
What would preparing for the incarnation of God look like for a Unitarian Universalist?  The 
dictionary defines incarnation as “a person who embodies a deity, spirit, or abstract quality”.  We do 
not, as a group, believe that the divine manifests itself literally as a god in human form.  But we do 
believe that human beings have the capacity for great good.  Patience.  Kindness.  Mercy.  Fairness.  
Compassion.  Loyalty.  Generosity.  Courage.  Empathy.  Over the millennia, almost all religions and 
cultures have agreed that these are qualities to which we should aspire.  When we embody these ideals, 
I believe that we are in fact incarnating the divine.   
 
What if we took just five minutes every day during Advent to focus on one of these qualities?  What if 
we expanded that to more than once a day?  What if, for instance, you decided that every long wait in 
line was an opportunity to practice patience?  What if you took that moment to pull out your phone 
and read an inspirational quote, or to look at each item in your basket and think with grateful 
anticipation how it will be used?  I wonder – would that deliberate, intentional practice of patience help 
you incarnate Patience in your life?   
 
What if you took the time before bedtime to help your children tally up the things on our Alternative 
Advent Calendar (turn this page over) and drop that amount of money into your Guest at Your Table 
box or envelope?  I wonder – would that deliberate, intentional practice of gratitude and generosity 
help you incarnate Generosity in your life, and theirs?   
 
I think it would.  To paraphrase Emerson, “What we worship is what we become.”   
 
See you in church!  In faith, Kathy 
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Alternative Advent Calendar 
 

Often at this time of year, it’s easy to focus on the things we don’t have enough of – time, money, leisure – 

and hard to remember how relatively rich we really are in the scheme of things. So we offer this alternative 

advent calendar to use with your family as a fun way to help us count our blessings.  
 

December 1 – 10¢ for each hot water tap in your house  

December 2 – 75¢ for each vehicle your family owns 

December 3 – 5¢ for each pair of jeans your family owns 

December 4 – 25¢ if your family subscribes to a newspaper  

December 5 – 5¢ for each bed in your house  

December 6 – 3¢ for each beauty or makeup item your family owns 

December 7 – 3¢ for each pair of footwear  

December 8 – 3¢ for each light switch in your house 

December 9 – 20¢ for each tub/shower 

December 10 – 10¢ for each flush toilet  

December 11 – 2¢ for each bar/dispenser of soap  

December 12 – 15¢ if you have dishes to eat off of  

December 13 – 15¢ if you have cooking pots in your cupboards  

December 14 – 5¢ for each window in your house  

December 15 – 10¢ for each outside door  

December 16 – 20¢ for each television or other viewing screen in your house  

December 17 – 5¢ for each magazine subscription  

December 18 – 1¢ for each CD or DVD your family owns  

December 19 – 5¢ for each meal you had meat with this past week  

December 20 – 10¢ for each non-water beverage you drank yesterday  

December 21 – 25¢ if you have a snow blower or a gas/electric lawn mower  

December 22 – 3¢ for each item of hair care stuff your family owns 

December 23 – 15¢ for each bedroom in your house  

December 24 – 5¢ for each blanket in your house 

December 25 – 15¢ for each gift a member of your family received this holiday season 

December 26 – 1¢ for each plastic bottle in the house 

December 27 – 10¢ for each item you bought on sale yesterday  

December 28 – 75¢ if you have a dishwasher in your kitchen 

December 29 – 10¢ for each meal you purchased from a restaurant this week 

December 30 – 25¢ for each holiday or vacation day you were paid for in December 

December 31 – 75¢ if you have any holiday decorations in your home  
 

One great suggestion from the Director of Religious Education at another church: use this calendar and add 

money for the Guest at Your Table program every day.  Tally it up and donate that amount to the Unitarian 

Universalist Service Committee as your Guest at Your Table donation. 

 

Every day of December, count the appropriate privilege/blessing and set that amount of money aside. 

Think about it as you do – each of these blessings is a marker of relative wealth.  At the end of the month, 

send the money you set aside to help fight poverty in the world. It is amazing to see how blessed we are, 

when we take time to count the things we normally take for granted. 

 


