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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

      
September        

Sunday Services  
 

September 1, 2013—"Living By 
Theology" - Guest Speaker - Rev. 
Annie Foerster    
 

September 8, 2013 - “Eating Cake: 
Work, Vocation and Inequality” - 
Rev. Patrick Price  
 

September 15, 2013 -  “Lazarus, 
Rise Up: Being Alive to Our 

Callings” -  Rev. Patrick Price 
             

September 22, 2013 - “Making a 
Living/Making a Life” -                 
Rev. Patrick Price 
 

September 29, 2013—“Calling and 
Vocation” - Guest Speaker  - Imam 
Nadim Bashir, East Plano Islamic 
Center (EPIC)  
  
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  
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“The Golden Age of  Radio Returns” 

Nostalgia, fun, and good music return to Community Church on 
Saturday, September 14, 2013.  Are you a fan of  music from the 
30’s and 40’s?  Do comedy duets tickle your funny bone?  Did your 
family “watch” the radio?  You can relive all the good times and 
good memories by joining us during “Radio Daze”, this year’s Pops 
Concert.  If  you don’t remember when radio was the entertainment 
medium of  choice, come anyway and enjoy a return to a time when 
song lyrics could be understood and comedy was family friendly.  So 
mark your calendar, plan to be there, and don’t forget to bring your 
friends. 

The Pops Concert at Community Unitarian Universalist Church is 
an annual event that showcases talent and provides the opportunity 
for church members, their friends, and the larger community to 
enjoy a fun and festive night of  entertainment.  To add to the fun, 
the evening will include a cash raffle with the winner getting half  the 
pot! 

The fun begins at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets - $15.00 for adults 18 and over, 
$10.00 for kids and performers can be purchased at the door.  Child 
care will be provided. Please call 972-424-8989 to reserve childcare.  

For more information, contact Robin Coulonge. 

This Pops performance is being dedicated to three choir 
members and supporters of  other church music programs 
who have passed away this year: Ray Cooper, Glen Garner and 
Dick Moren.  
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As we pass Labor Day, many of us return to more routine lives of work, school and our daily rounds.  We settle back into 
what may be our work, or our vocation. Yet, as a caution and a calling, Theologian Howard Thurman tells us, 
 “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come alive and then go do that. 
Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 
 

It is our perspective, or point of view, or mental frame on what is happening that makes us feel what we feel and 
behave the way we do. The greatest influencer of our lives is ourselves, and the greatest influence over ourselves and our 
ability to “come alive” is our mental and emotional perspective on ourselves, our world and our place in it.  This does not 
give us total control over our lives, but it gives us the opportunities and tools to direct our lives in ways more compatible 
with who we are at our deepest level; at our most authentic core selves. 
 

If our thoughts, feelings and behaviors are already focused on what is important to us, then real change and 
breakthroughs are more likely. With a point of view that enlivens, inspires, empowers and emboldens us, we are able to be 
the changes we wish to see and to be more the people we desire to be; to come alive.  We can start by internalizing the reality 
of our own potentials. By embracing ourselves as powerful and precious and Holy.  Say this to yourself.  "I am,/ 
powerful, /precious / Holy, and not alone.”  Say it three times for it to really sink in. 
 

When we understand ourselves to be rooted in the midst of a Holy reality and that all others are as well, then our 
perception of the world and those who comprise it is fundamentally altered.  When we carry this in our hearts and minds, 
as an on-going meditation of being, we cannot but be changed and the world with us. 

The next step in living our vocation is that we honor what has been given to us by virtue of our simply being, by nurturing 
our divine seed.  By making the most of what and who we are and can be.  We use our Providentially given self-searching 
and self-forming powers. In this we accept the opportunities that come our way, even if, initially, they are Another 
Freaking Growth Opportunity.  And with these we can move through the pain and discomfort of change and growth. 
 

In all of this we have the need to create and sustain places and institutions which in turn support and sustain us and others. 
This specifically includes our children who need the religious and ethical education, the places of nurture so that they may 
grow to be the most of what they are capable of being for themselves and thereby for the world.  
 

Then, even as we engage with the growth and fulfillment of our own Holy potentials, we reach out to others, to help them 
to recognize and to fulfill their potentials; spiritually, physically and relationally. This does not mean that we impose our 
agendas on them, but rather that we offer to help them to explore their lives and to liberate the hope, and nurture the 
power that is laying dormant in their lives.  If we are living our lives as powerful and precious and Holy beings, then others 
will be drawn to what they find.  But they must know about it first. They must be able to find us. 
 

Our congregation, and our larger UU faith movement is not a secret garden, the sole province of those of us who are lucky 
enough or brave enough to find it and take root here.  We are more like a community garden or the village commons.  We 
must be visible and central and a birth right of every person who chooses to belong, and participate, with all the privileges 
and responsibilities that come with it. 
 

We cannot do this if we do not reach out to them and provide the settings and support for this holy work.  This means 
that we caringly offer our message and support to as many people as we can. That we provide the means for sharing our 
good news.  For, if what we find here is of value and importance for our lives, then how is it any less for others who are still 
parched and waiting for the hopeful waters and the nurture of a good news which may liberate them from their fear and 
dormancy. We help everyone to “come alive,” when we reach out to them so that they too may stretch into the light of our 
great and common life. As they grow, we all gain.  And, together we may show the world ways of being that transcend the 
husks of consumption, and competition and fear.    
 

We are here to change ourselves and the world. We have done it before.  We are doing it now. We will do it again and 
again and again, by growing our souls. We will do it by coming alive. We will do it by sharing our good news that 
everyone has choices, and is enough, and is powerful and precious and holy, and not alone. We will do it by committing to 
share our resources, our talents and our lives with each other for the common good, cultivating the divine seed within each 
and every one of us to come alive; creating not just a garden, or a field, or a fruited plain, but a world made more fair for 
all.   See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick  

 

  

Patrick’s Ponderings  “A Calling to Come Alive”                                     
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Every year at this time, I get the itch to reorganize my life, start fresh, buy new pencils, try something new. Many 
of us who grew up starting school in August get that “back-to-school” feeling, I think. It happens in this church, 
too: Patrick comes back from vacation. Choir resumes rehearsals. We have our ingathering service. Religious 
education programs begin a new year. 

We recently finished a retreat where many Community members gathered to discuss how we want to expand our 
stewardship (which means, remember, “taking care”) beyond our walls. At that retreat, we asked for everyone to 
make a commitment to participate in whatever ways are feasible and meaningful for her or him. For you. 
We asked to create a covenant together, an expansion of our covenant “to help one another.” We took the first 
steps on the journey to making a new covenant with our larger community. 

But what does that mean, to create a covenant? What is a covenant? You’ve heard me and the other Worship 
Associates talk about it on Sunday morning: that “we are bound, not by creed but by covenant”; bound not by a 
single belief we are all required to hold, but by commitments we make about how we will act toward one another 
and the world. 

A covenant is a set of mutual agreements, but it is not a contract with penalties for violating its terms. It is a 
commitment that we will keep trying even after we fall short, even after we fail. As the Litany of Atonement that 
we read sometimes at Yom Kippur says, “We forgive ourselves and each other; we begin again in love.” 

The question we asked ourselves in August was, How can we live out a covenant of stewardship with each other 
and the world? 

It must begin with our commitment as both a community and as 200+ individuals. We must agree to commit 
ourselves to seeing the pain in the world and acting on it. We must commit ourselves to sharing our time and 
love. We must commit ourselves to encouraging each other when we falter, when we discover an approach that 
doesn’t work, when a project doesn’t go as we hoped. 

Living out this covenant doesn’t mean that we all agree perfectly about what needs to change in the world or 
how. It does mean that we look for the place where our priorities and heartbreak overlap the most and begin 
working there. 

A covenant of stewardship with each other and the world doesn’t mean we march forward, hand in hand, 
singing “Kumbayah.” It does mean that we keep looking for ways to pick each other up, to feed our neighbors’ 
bodies and souls, to salve each other’s wounds. 

This covenant is one way we live out our faith as Unitarian Universalists. It is one way we can turn seven 
principles into one shared purpose. 

As we begin this journey together, I wish for each one of you the fresh energy of a new start, the compassion to 
recognize another person’s need, and the courage to reach out to the wounded and the disenfranchised. 

It’s a bold new adventure, friends, and I’m excited to be starting it with you. May each of us be blessed, and be a 
blessing to others on this road we walk together. 

—Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

President’s Column  
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 September, 2013 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning September 14, at 11:00, 
at Ona Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 
 
The Soil Miracle Worker - 
Compost 

Have you tried Texas gardening 
and given up?  There is a simple 
secret to success. 

To make our native clay soil seed 
and plant-friendly, add organic 
material. This will hold moisture  
and release the nutrients.  Compost 
is a FREE solution which can be 
made in every backyard  
from items we normally consider 
waste: yard trimmings and 
leaves.  Join us Thursday, Sept. 
26 at 7:00 in Founders Hall to 
hear Plano’s Compost Education 
Coordinator explain the process.   

There will be a garden-side 
demonstration as well.  Invite your 
neighbors and friends!  Sponsored  
by the Community Harvest 
Gardeners.  RSVP to Deb Bliss. 
 
YRUU Planning Lock-in  
 
YRUU youth – put it on your 
calendar!  We’ll share dinner, enjoy 
the Pops Concert together, and 
plan the upcoming year.  On 
Sunday, after church, we will go to 
the Pride Parade in Dallas to 
participate with other North Texas 
congregations with the NTUUC 
float.  Contact:  Kathy Smith.   

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

September 20 - The Great Gatsby - 
1974 

Adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
novel of the idle rich in the 1920's.  A 
mysterious millionaire, Jay Gatsby 
(Robert Redford) crashes Long Island 
society.  He hopes to win the heart of 
this first love, Daisy (Mia Farrow) 
who is now married to Tom 
Buchanan (Bruce Dern), a pompous, 
cheating husband. 

September 27 - High Noon - 1952 

Landmark Western about Hadleyville 
town Marshall Will Kane (Gary 
Cooper) who faces four professional 
killers alone on the day of his wedding 
to Amy (Grace Kelly), after being 
abandoned to his fate by the gutless 
townspeople who profess to admire 
him.  Cooper is the ultimate hero 
figure, his sheer presence is 
overwhelming. 

CIRCLE SUPPERS will start up 
again in September.    

This is a great way to meet other 
CUUC’ers. We meet the 2nd Saturday 
of each month for dinner with an 
exception for September when we will 
meet on the 1st Saturday, September 
7. Circle Suppers was well attended 
last year and we hope to have even a 
bigger turnout this coming year. We 
try to keep about 7 to 10 people in 
each dinner group.  Each month we 
email all the people who signed up for 
CIRCLE SUPPERS to see who would 
like to attend this month and to see 
who might be available to host.  The 
guests meet at the host’s home.  The 
host provides the main dish and each 
guest brings an additional dish or 
drinks. If you are new to our church  

this is a great way to meet some new 
folks. It is OK to sign up even if your 
situation doesn’t allow you to be a 
host. To sign up just send an email to 
Circlesuppers@communityuuchur
ch.org  and give your name (or 
names) and email and a phone 
number.    

Children’s Playgroup 
 

This group meets from 9:30-12 noon 
every Friday in the nursery. If you 
have a young child, come join with 
other parents for playtime, support 
and companionship. Our playgroup 
provides the opportunity for our 
youngest children and their families to 
get to know each other in a gentle, 
playful, fun and low-stress 
environment. For details, contact 
John Elder at 
John.Robert.Elder@gmail.com. 
  
Literary Ladies Book Club 
Upcoming Meetings 

Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday 9/17   

Location: Deb Bliss’ home.  Contact 
Deb at plano.bliss@verizon.net by 
Sept.13 if you plan to attend. 

Book: The Black Count: Glory, 
Revolution, Betrayal, and the Real 
Count of Monte Cristo by Tom Reiss 

TIME magazine called The Black 
Count "one of those quintessentially 
human stories of strength and courage 
that sheds light on the historical 
moment that made it possible." It is 
also a heartbreaking story of the 
enduring bonds of love between a 
father and son.   
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Quotes to Live By: 
 

Nurture your spirit, 
Help heal the world. 

—bumper sticker from the Unitarian Universalist Association 
 

Why We Do What We Do –  
Unitarian Universalist Service Trips  

 

I was talking with a friend from another faith tradition, and the conversation turned to church trips.  She said 
next year she and her children will be participating in a “missionary trip” to “minister to other people”.  Since I 
have been part of several Unitarian Universalist trips to other cultures and other places, I began musing on the 
ways our trips were likely to differ.  That led me to contemplation of the language we use, and how it differs, and 
why it matters. 
 
While I may sometimes refer to our trips as “mission trips” – especially here in the Bible Belt where such 
language makes more sense to many of the people I’m talking with – Unitarian Universalists are far more likely 
to refer to them as “service trips”.  The name “mission trip” IS accurate, for we go to carry out our larger 
mission of healing the world.  But I think “service trips” is an even more accurate name.   
 
We go not to save, but to serve.  That is, we go to other cultures and other places, not to rescue them nor to 
convert them to our way of thinking, but to immerse ourselves in their way of life, to find out what they and we 
can do together to improve a small corner of the world, and then to bring that learning back with us to work in 
our own community.  There is an essential difference between the concept of seeking to save someone from a 
bad spot – or even to help them out in a tight situation – and the idea of working with them to help heal the 
world we all share.   
 
We call the people we are working with our partners.  A key message of UU service trips is that we have as much 
to learn as we have to teach, that we change the communities we work with just by entering into their space, and 
that we receive at least as much as we give.  Our ministry is to give of our time, our energy and often some small 
part of our finances.  Our partners’ ministry is to give us their time, their energy and often some portion of their 
living space, their history, and their cultural heritage.  Our shared ministry is to work on the problem at hand, 
together.   

If you have come here to help me, you are wasting our time. 
But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together. 

Queensland Aboriginal Group, 1970s 
Also often credited to Aboriginal Elder Lilla Watson 

 
Language matters.  It is the clearest way we have of telling ourselves – and the world – what we are really trying 
to do.   In faith,  Kathy 
 
Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons, or by appointment during other times.   
 

 

                      

Religious Education 
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Community News 
 WOMEN’S ALLIANCE. Come celebrate the New Year, and enjoy visiting with good friends!  Friends of 
Women’s Alliance are always welcome. 
Event: 2013 Garden Lunch - Date:  Sunday September 29 - Time:  1:00 p.m. 
Place: The Home of Jo Howser -  In Plano  
 

Please bring a dish to share. Directions:  Just East of down town Plano, right next to the First Baptist 
Church.  Feel free to park in their big parking lot. Lunch will be inside this year. Take a stroll through Jo’s 
beautiful, spacious garden. Find out what Women’s Alliance has in store for 2013-2014 
A Note to Members: We will be voting on changes to the by-laws. 
 

*OFFICERS 
Co-Chair................................................... Liz Haddad  Co-Chair...............................................Arlene Burleson 
Treasurer.................................................. Barb Salvo Secretary................................................Valerie Gomes 
Information about membership: 
CUUC Women’s Alliance Annual Dues are $10.00. UUWF dues (optional) $25.00 http://
www.uuwf.org/  

Contact:  Arlene Burleson. 

 

Social Actions News 

Community's 5th Annual First Responders Appreciation Day - September 11th, is upon us! 

 
This year 9/11 falls once again on a Wednesday. As in years past, the Social Action Committee will be delivering 
baked goods and notes of appreciation to our Collin County First Responders ON SEPTEMBER 11th. Please bring 
your contributions of home baked goods, baskets, gift certificates, and notes of appreciation to Founders Hall on 
Sunday 9/8 (if they will keep well until Wednesday) or bring them to the church between 7 and 10 pm on Tuesday 9/10.  
 

Volunteers and baked goods are needed to make this a success again this year, and being a Wednesday makes it a bit 
more of a challenge! This year we are asking volunteers to come out on Tuesday night and help bake and assemble the 
baskets together! We would love donations of individual servings (think cookies, brownies, bars, grandma’s famous 
recipe~) for the men and women who serve and protect. Or bring full cakes, trays, loaves and breads for whole 
firehouses or stations (we will deliver again to between 40 and 50 locations! - depending on donations). We wouldn't 
turn down tubs of cookie dough on Tuesday night either. :)  

So to recap:  

Sunday 9/8, bring your non-perishable donations and notes of appreciation with you to church 

Tuesday 9/10, bring your baked good donations to the church between 7 and 10 pm. 

OR just bring your self, your ingredients, your dough donations or any of the above,  and join us for 
fellowship, baking and assembling baskets! 

Wednesday 9/11 Volunteer drivers come and get your delivery assignments and your baskets beginning 
9am. 

Help us show our first responders just how much we appreciate their dedication to our community.  

If you have any questions or would like to help with our efforts, please contact Samantha Hall. 

To volunteer for deliveries please contact the map master, Jay Hall. 
Delivery assignments are first come first served, so the sooner you sign up the more likely you'll get your chosen locations.  
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 Five youth from Community UU Church participated in the YRUU Service Trip to New Orleans last month.  They 
worked side-by-side with six adults from the church to refurbish the house that serves as housing for volunteers at the 
Lower Ninth Ward Village Community Center.  We also toured New Orleans with Mack MacLendon (who founded and 
runs the Community Center), attended the Satchmo Jazz Festival, shopped at the French Market, and stopped for beignets 
and café au lait at Café Du Monde.  When asked to reflect on the meaning of the trip, this is what the youth wrote.  Kathy 

I realized that just doing what you can really does help.  Though you may not think your contribution is good enough, every part helps.  I learned 
that just being there and caring means the world to people.  To know that they haven’t been forgotten inspires hope in them and in myself for the 
future.  – Andie McClure 

Social service isn’t just an option – it’s needed.  YOU are needed.  Our help as UUs is necessary.  The community is really 
lacking everything – schools, libraries, banks, stores. The community really needs our drop in the bucket.  With the drop-
off in media coverage, and the lack of help in the area, the community needs us more than ever.  If nothing else, the smile 
on Mack’s face was worth it all.   – Chris Dessert 

This trip is important because I didn’t realize how bad it was until I saw the Ninth Ward for myself; because I got to help (very important!); 
and because I got to learn about the city and how the storm and the breach in the levees affected the community.  Overall, I enjoyed the trip 
because it was a chance to have an adventure while helping people.  Josey Hanish 

Volunteering time is more valuable than monetary donations.  This trip was important because we got to help rebuild, to 
learn, to help, and to be with friends.  Stephen Hildenbrand 

I learned that sending money to a cause isn’t enough and is rarely actually helpful.  It’s necessary to put your heart and hands where your mouth 

is, instead of clicking a “like” donate button and forgetting others’ struggles.  Getting youth hooked on social service work early will ensure our 

growing communities will have good humanitarian values.  Celina Blanco 

 
       

 

 

 
 

 A Snapshot from New Orleans  
by the participants in the 2013 YRUU Service Trip  

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

The Community Garden has some great events coming up! 

Saturday, September 14, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., in the garden – We will be the lunch stop on a tour of six 
community gardens – a native plant demonstration garden, a children’s educational garden, four community gardens, 
and a chance to shop at the new Collin County Farmer’s Market.   

Thursday, September 26, 7 p.m., Founders Hall – We will sponsor an Adult Religious Education class on the ins and 
outs of composting. 

We also have some work opportunities: 

Saturday, September 7, 7:30 to 10:00 a.m., in the garden – We will be weeding and mulching the garden paths for 
fall. 

Saturday, October 5, 8 to 10 a.m., in the garden – We will be setting up hoops in seven plots as a pilot project.  These 
hoops will help gardeners cover their crops and protect them from weather, birds, and pests.  Come by and take a 
look, or pitch in to help put them up! 

And of course, every Saturday morning you are welcome to help harvest at 8 a.m. 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities, you can get more information from Deb Bliss at 
planobliss@verizon.net.  If you would like to learn more about the Community Garden, visitors are always welcome at 
the monthly socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more 
information. 
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Adult Religious Education 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and 
ends at 1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  

(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

 

Wednesday Evenings 

“Home Grown: We Learn From Our Own” is a continuing series that lets our brilliant fellow church 
members share their knowledge and passion. 

Unitarian Universalism: Our Roots Run Deep 

We love our list of famous UU’s. It is quite impressive. It shows that UU’s not only believe in something, but we 
act on our beliefs. However, while these individuals lived their religion, they did not influence it. As with most 
religions, Unitarianism and Universalism (two separate religions) each drew inspiration from a wide range of 
sources. History teacher and UU history buff John Hart will introduce you to some of our earliest influences. We 
guarantee some surprises.   Three Wednesdays – September 4, 11 and 18, at 7 pm. 

 

Thursday Evenings 

An Adult RE/Community Garden Special Event – September 26th at 6:30 pm 

The Soil Miracle Worker – Compost featuring Plano’s Compost Education Coordinator 

See the description elsewhere in this newsletter. 

        (Continued on Page 9) 
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from Page 8) 

Adventures in Origins - Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don 
Fielding – 7:00 pm. 

Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave 
background, and it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter 
seconds after the big bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and 
then suddenly released when the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation 
has been on an uninterrupted voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic 
microwave background is just one of many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make 
the science of cosmology a wondrous, fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study. 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes 
for several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

Section G – Inflation 
 

Sept. 5 - Inflation Provides the Solution 
 

Sept. 12 - The Quantum Origins of All Structure 
 

Sept. 19 – Inflation’s Stunning Creativity 
 

Section H – Returning Home 
 

Sept. 26 - Fine Tuning and Anthropic Arguments 

Up, Up and Away…….. 
 
……. in my beautiful balloon.  We might not be going up in a beautiful balloon but, on the weekend of 
September 20, 21, and 22, we will again serve as an official parking location for the annual Plano 
Balloon Festival.  Our front parking lot and “back 40” will be transformed into one of the best parking 
locations in Plano for festival attendees. 
 
Our Balloon Festival parking concession serves as one of our major annual fundraisers and we can use 
all the volunteer help we can get to make it a success.  There are a variety of volunteer jobs and shifts 
available so,  if you haven’t already volunteered to help, please see Tom Reid.  He’d be happy to sign 
you up.  While help is needed throughout the weekend, the late Saturday afternoon (4-7) and Saturday 
evening (7-10) shifts require the largest number of volunteers.  A bonus for those helping on these 
shifts is being treated to one of Dick’s chuck wagon dinners!  How can you pass that up? 
 
With your help we can make this year’s Balloon Festival fundraiser even more successful than last 
year.  Hope to see you there!!! 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations 
(NTAUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

July Financial Report 
 

 

The July 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are over $9,000 positive to where we 
budgeted year-to-date.  This is almost entirely accounted for by a few windfall events (i.e., not in the budget), which 
bodes well for our financial health going forward.  What windfalls you ask? 

• Prior year (12-13) pledge collections since June 1 far exceed historical norms ($6,437 versus average of $2,100). 

• Corrections to balances in Investment Funds resulted in $2,313 income to the operating accounts. 

• July 4th picnic raised a net of $517 (thank you, Charles Long!). 

We had been paying health premiums early so the one-month shift will save us $2,332 over the course of the fiscal year. 
All expense categories are either running under budget or within $100 of budget year-to-date.  Noteworthy is that our 
utility costs (electricity and water/sewer) are consistently running under budget, so we’re really seeing the savings from 
our investment in energy efficiency projects. 

Financial documents (Balance Sheets, Profit & Loss, Budget and Finance Committee meeting minutes) are now posted 
on the Finance Committee page of the Members Portal.  Financials will also be posted to the bulletin board in Founders 
Hall. Additionally, various forms and procedures can be found here. 

INCOME & EXPENSE July  2013 

       

INCOME 

July 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 16.7% 

comp) 

Total Offering Income $17,644 $16,947 $47,731 $44,771 $238,400 20.0% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income     $91   $30    $471   $2,560 $32,810 1.4% 

Total Building Usage  $2,300 $1,775 $5,195  $4,475 $26,885 19.3% 

Misc. Income $3,141     $287   $3,478     $575 $9,106 38.2% 

TOTAL INCOME $23,177 $19,039 $56,875 $52,381 $307,201 18.5% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $3,391 $3,550 $7,660 $8,730 $60,416 12.7% 

Programs $1,741 $2,184 $3,337 $4,024 $24,837 13.4% 

Religious Education $3,075 $5,035 $9,104 10,470 $53,851 16.9% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,480 $4,976 $10,024 $9,924 $58,823 17.0% 

Ministry $5,847 $7,659 $13,674 $15,318 $92,410 14.8% 

Denomination $1,606 $1,533 $1,606 $1,533 $16,864 9.5% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $20,140 $24,937      $45,405 $49,999 $307,201 14.8% 

NET INCOME  $3,037  -$5,897    $11,470     $2,382 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the October 
newsletter is Friday, 
September 13 Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme 
plays a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each 
month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many 
elements of church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and 
ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these 
themes could transform your life. 

September – Vocation and Calling   October – Unity and Diversity  November – Gratitude                  
December – Peace  January – Creation  February – Religious Authority  March – Redemption               
April – Freedom   May - Mercy 

September, 2013 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sun. 9/1 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. – RE Special Day (Cooking Day) 
Sun. 9/8 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. – First Day of  Fall Classes! 
Sat. 9/14 – Pops Concert, 7 p.m. – Great family-friendly entertainment! 
Sat. 9/14 – YRUU Planning Lock-in, begins 5 p.m. 
Sun. 9/15 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 9/15 – YRUU at Pride Parade, leaving church 12:30 p.m. 
Sun. 9/22 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 9/29 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 

Guest Speaker Sunday, September 1, 2013 - Rev. Annie Foerster  

We are encouraged as Unitarian Universalists to create our own theologies, mostly so we don't keep 
iterating what we don't believe. But I think theologies are more than beliefs. They could be the basis by 
which we live. Don't feel pressured. I'm still working on mine. 

 

Bio: The Rev. Annie Foerster, having served churches in Seattle, Washington, Austin, Texas, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and Cincinnati, Ohio, chose Texas as the place to live when she retired. Actually, she moved 
to Fort Worth two years ago to be near her daughter. And 'retired from the ministry' is a relative concept. 
She's done it three times. She's content for now to do pulpit supply and teach. She is the author of For 
Praying Out Loud: Interfaith Prayers for Public Occasions, published by Skinner House Books. She serves as staff 
for two cats, librarian for her quilt guild, and free farmers market for the neighborhood. 
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Deadline for the October newsletter is Friday, 
September 13. Email your articles to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

 

For our September 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  


