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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

Stewardship: It Takes a Congregation 
 
The POWER of Community 
 

This is 2013, a new year full of possibilities!  Your Stewardship Council has spent 2012 
rethinking stewardship, and we have been sharing our thoughts with you. Stewardship 
refers to taking care … we take care of ourselves; our congregation; our facilities; and 
to some extent, our community and our planet. Stewardship is about the sustenance 
and ministries of our church. We also are asking “could we be doing more?” The title 
above is an oblique reference to the words we use to extinguish the chalice. We speak 
of the following words: 
 

The light of truth 
 

The warmth of community 
 

The fire of commitment 
 

These words are important. They sum us up for visitors and remind us of the ways the 
church adds meaning to our lives. We often use them on our web site; in publications; 
and in publicity. We have taken the warmth of community to heart, and our hospitable 
welcome is cited by visitors as a major reason they decide to stick around. Let us take it 
a step further and talk about the POWER of community. Yes, we treasure our 
individualism and we are comfortable with that fact; however, we love to brag about 
our famous Unitarian Universalists,  but most of them are famous because they were 
not afraid to champion changes that made the world a better place. Some of them did it 
alone, but more often it “took a congregation.” We are not necessarily talking about 
community folks storming the barricades. We are just suggesting that we explore the 
power that our community, energized by “the fire of commitment,” could wield. That 
would be stewardship taken to the next level – focused action. 
 

Will that not require money? It depends upon the directions we choose. Some actions 
will require money. Just remember that our secondary slogan is: 
 

Stewardship is the engine that drives the church. 
Your pledge is the fuel that powers the engine. 

 

Money is next month’s topic. Our point is that a mission that engages our passion and 
imagination and that members can invest in is an essential element in virtually all 
successful churches. Pursuing one can be a worthwhile stewardship goal. We say “let’s 
go for it”! See, we already are excited!  

January  
Sunday Services  

 
January 6, 2012  
Reverend Patrick Price 

“A Question Box Sermon”  
 

January 13, 2012  
Reverend Patrick Price 

“What is Justice?”  
 

January 20, 2013  
Reverend Patrick Price 

“Peace, Justice and Equity”  
 

Janaury 27, 2013 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Kalen Fristad  
“Universalism: Past, Present and 
Powerful”  See page 2 To read 
more about Rev. Fristad. 
 
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 
11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  
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This month we will focus on issues of  justice in Sunday worship and religious education.  Facing our country 

and world are many things that can be labeled as “justice” issues:  LGBT rights and marriage equality; 

reproductive justice; and equity in our courts and in our economy. Justice in the economy is what our UUA 

president, the Rev. Peter Morales, addressed in his recent blog column Fear of  the Fiscal Cliff, in which he 

challenges all of  us to be more responsible for the good of  all as part of  the interfaith “Faithful Budget” 

initiative (http://faithfulbudget.org/).  See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 
 

Fear of  the Fiscal Cliff by the Rev. Peter Morales,  president, UUA 

“Fear of plummeting over the ‘fiscal cliff’ is driving the political discourse in Washington right now. The 
conversation, however, needs to be framed not as a political or economic issue, but as a moral issue. The 
question should not be what group's particular interests are advanced, but rather as an issue about the common 
good.                                                                             

“Global economic, social and political systems have brought about a greater concentration of wealth. This has 
resulted in a lower standard of living and growing lack of opportunity. Since 1976, hourly wages have declined by 
7 percent while the share of total income going to the top 1 percent of earners rose from 9 percent to 23.5 
percent. Think about that for a moment. One percent now holds almost one quarter of all income.  

“Too many people struggle to provide for their families, have been cheated and abused by financial institutions, 
and ache under a burden of debt, unemployment and fading hope. This isn't about numbers; this is about human 
dignity and hope. Our system is broken, but it can be fixed. But we need to let our greatest hopes and aspirations 
steer this debate instead of our greed and fear.  

“Unitarian Universalists believe in the inherent worth of every person, strive for justice, equity and compassion 
in our relationships, and work for social policies that reflect our moral values.  

“As [p]resident of the Unitarian Universalist Association, I call upon our elected political leaders to let the 
common good, not the interests of the powerful, guide you toward reaching an agreement. I call upon you to 
stand up for those most marginalized in our society. 

“Unitarian Universalists across the country are joining with other faith communities to ask Congress for a just 
and compassionate federal budget. The Unitarian Universalist Association has joined with other religious 
organizations, including Christians, Muslims and Jews, in calling on our nation's lawmakers to enact a "faithful 
budget." This interfaith coalition is in agreement that the faithful way forward to fiscal health is to focus on job 
creation, revenue increases, a shared commitment to the common good, and cuts in unnecessary military 
spending. 

“The urgency is real, the time is now, to make a difference for all Americans who work, live and believe in this 
country. I urge our elected leaders of this country to let hope, compassion and goodwill shape a better future for 
all.”       

Patrick’s Ponderings   “Justice in January”                                    

 

Our guest preacher on January 27 is the Rev. Kalen Fristad, a United Methodist minister for more than 35 years. 
He now serves churches in Iowa half time while speaking half time on the road to universalism at more than 100 UU 
churches. Rev. Fristad’s book on universalism, DESTINED FOR SALVATION: God’s Promise to Save Everyone; his 
study book; and his  CDs and DVDs will be for sale after the service. 
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Why Do You Come to Church?                                              

Were you in church on Sunday December 9? If not, then you missed a rare treat for 21st-century churches in 
general and for Unitarian Universalist congregations in particular! That treat was the presence of four 
generations of congregation members from the same family. They were Barbara Thorsen; Barbara’s daughter, 
Mina Daffinee; Mina’s daughter, Robin Coulonge; and Robin’s daughter Lexie Coulonge. Wow! What are the 
chances of that? 

When asked why they were members, each one said “[b]ecause my mom said I should.” Their stories were more 
varied, but each story included mention of a feeling of belonging and a chance to make a difference in their 
community and the world at large. So, why do you come to church? 

You might have heard me tell my story before, but here it goes again... sorry ‘bout that! In 1977 when I was 
facing thyroid surgery that was thought to be cancerous at the time, my twin daughters were just three. I had 
thought that it was the right time for them to have some religious foundation and my circumstances spurred me 
to look into spirituality at the same time. Thoughts of mortality at a young age will do that, you know. 

After a round of visiting traditional Protestant churches (which was decidedly unfulfilling), my dear friend Peter 
Garner, son of the dean of the graduate school at Yale, suggested I visit the Unitarian Society of New Haven. 
Wayne Suttee was then minister there, a man of conviction who marched with Dr. King in Selma and was 
arrested for his efforts. He spoke to me then as Reverend Price now speaks to us about making a real difference 
in our own lives and in the world around us, which sealed the deal for me. 

By the time I moved to Texas in 2005, I was a UU through and through and very heavily invested in music as an 
expression of my spirituality. I visited several UU Churches in the DFW area. One was in search for a choir 
director and Community Church was just selecting its new minister. Hmmm! 

After having heard Reverend Price speak one Sunday, I walked up to the Community Church choir director, 
Suzy Gulley to ask about choir participation. She asked what part I sang and I replied that I was a tenor. She 
shrieked gleefully and hugged me. Guess I had found a church home! 

Let me tell you a bit more about why I come to Community Church. I come because I find the ideas of 
Unitarian Universalism so appealing, rational, and sensible that they seem irresistible. A religion that values all of 
mankind and the treasures of a bountiful earth is something of which I want to be a part. When I see the 
contribution that others make, I want to follow their example. I want to be able to say that at my age I can still 
learn from others, younger and older; to see and emulate their enthusiasm and energy; to value what exists in our 
presence; and to take it into the world. 

I come because the people who teach me are my friends like Paul Gandy, Dick Hildenbrand, Charlie and Gail 
Battista; Elena Westbrook, Sandy Farlow, Ty Hall; Jay and Sam Hall; and the Daffinees and Coulonges. I love 
them all. 

Why do you come? 

Thomas A. Reid 

 

 

President’s Column  
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Adopt a Plot at Community Harvest 
Garden 
 

Have you ever yearned to grow your 
own food? Nothing is as tasty and 
satisfying as fresh produce from your 
garden. Community harvest garden 
plot adoption begins after the 
service on January 13, 2013. Look for 
the sign-up table. In exchange for an 
annual materials fee of $35 and 10 
volunteer hours per month, you can 
grow produce all year round in a 4-foot 
by 16-foot raised bed. You also will 
meet some fascinating folks and learn 
the basics of organic 
gardening. Mentors, water, and 
compost; mulch, safe pest controls, and 
tools are provided. Involve your family 
or sign up with a friend. Fifty percent 
of the harvest is donated to local food 
pantries. Questions? Talk to  Carrie 
Dubberley, Cyn Blanco, Heather 
Joy; Janie McDermott, Jackie and 
Stan Darnell; Jim Binnings; Jim and 
Robin Gary; Jo Howser, Kathy 
Smith, Lexie McGrane; Mary Ann 
and Mike Owens; Ninhda Nosavan, 
and Trica Lewandowski or contact 
Deb Bliss. 
 
CUUC Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game! Rangers v. Red Sox, Sunday 
Afternoon May 5  

Join your fellow community church 
baseball fans at the Ballpark in 
Arlington to see the Texas Rangers play 
the Boston Red Sox on the afternoon 
of Sunday, May 5 2013. Thirty upper-
deck tickets on the first-base side have 
been reserved. Tickets cost $15 each 
and are available on a first come, first 
serve basis. 

Please contact Charlie Battista at to 
make your reservation. Payment for the 
tickets is due immediately upon 
reservation. Checks can be made to 
CUUC with “Ranger Tix” on the memo 
line. If demand exceeds the available 
tickets, a second ticket order will be 
placed. 

 

NTAUUS Luncheon 

Please mark your calendars for the 
NTAUUS Luncheon, which will be 
held on Saturday January 12, 2013. A 
social hour at 12:30 p.m. and buffet 
lunch at 1 p.m. also are scheduled. We 
will present grants to the congregations 
and recognition awards to several loyal 
and dedicated individuals.  Reverend 
Tamara Lebak of All Souls Church in 
Tulsa will deliver the presentation What's 
Our Net Worth? We will gather at the UU 
Church of Oak Cliff.  

Tickets are available online. To keep the 
ticket price low, we are soliciting 
sponsorships: 
Diamond: $1000 covers most of the 
meal. 
Platinum: $500 covers the cost of the 
speaker. 
Gold: $250 pays for two tables. 
Silver: $125 pays for a table. 
Bronze: $100 takes care of the honorees' 
lunch. 
 

Please contact Daniel Polk at 
executive@ntauus.org. with any 
questions. We could use help setting up 
tables and chairs, and arranging flowers. 

Literary Ladies Book Club 
We meet the second Tuesday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. We welcome 
women members and friends of 
Community UU Church. 
 
Date: Tuesday, January 8 
Location: Suzie Nicholson’s 
home. Contact Suzie by Jan. 4 if you 
plan to attend. 
 
Share and discuss short stories and 
poems; places to look for poetry and 
stories are: UU Hymnal readings in the 
back of the book; DART trains – Poetry 
in Motion, http://themoth.org/.  Short 
stories narrated on a web site; 
NYC  haiku traffic signs and graphics; 
The New Yorker; KERA’s Selected 
Shorts on 90.1 FM Saturdays at 7 p.m. 
Poets to look for  are: Mary Oliver, Shel 
Silverstein, and Walter Benton; Emily  

Dickinson, Robert Frost, and Pablo 
Neruda; Billy Collins, Julian Welch, and 
Leonard Cohen. 
 
Stewardship In Action Lexie McGrane 
You might have noticed that Founders 

Hall is looking very spiffy these days. 

The wainscoting and trim has been 

freshly painted thanks to the efforts of 

some dedicated stewards who have given 

up several Saturdays, and also a few 

weekdays, to get this task done. Thank 

you to Robert Chuvarsky, JoAnn 

Houston, Judith Boyle, and Tricia 

Lewandowski for their enthusiasm, help, 

and “painting skills.” Founders Hall is a 

more attractive place to gather as a result 

of their stewardship in action! 

Simple Living Chalice Circle     

Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
January 12, at 11:00, at Ona Tannehill’s 
home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately.  We are currently 
reading Voices of Insight, edited by 
Sharon Salzberg. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill. Email 
simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 
 
 

 

February Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for the February Newsletter is 
Friday, January 18th. Email articles to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 



                    The Community News                   5 

Women's Alliance Yoga Party! 
 

We are not sure what our very own yoga guru (Jamie Oman-Saltmarsh) has in store for us, but come join us on Tuesday 
night, January 29 at 7 p.m. in Founders Hall. Jamie has promised fun and foolishness involving yoga.  Anyone can 
join us, novice or expert. All women welcome. Bring a yoga mat if you have one. Please bring a healthy snack to share. 
 
Jamie is actively working toward her 200-hour vinyasa yoga certification. She has experience teaching yoga to seniors, 
seasoned yogi, and novices. Her passion is making yoga accessible to everyone. 
 
 
Community Café 

Our next Coffeehouse Concert is on Friday, January 18,  
and it features acclaimed artists emmas revolution. The  
admission donation for this concert is $18 at the door;  
$15 for advance tickets (see graphic for ordering advance 
 tickets). Emmas revolution has been featured at the 2005,  
2009, and 2012 UUA General Assemblies – they are that  
good! If social justice – environmental, women’s, peace;  
LGBT; equity, immigrant, and human rights issues turn  
your crank, you do not want to miss this concert! Emmas 
 revolution will be joined on stage with keyboardist  
Gary Johnson. Emmas revolution is smart, funny, and 
 informative – like Rachel Maddow and Jon Stewart with  
guitars. Emma’s revolution are the award-winning and  
activist musicians Pat Humphries and Sandy O.  Their  
music is known to motivate and inspire; bring people to  
tears; and back to laughter. Their music has been sung for 
the Dalai Lama, praised by Pete Seeger, and recorded  
by Holly Near. Touring more than 200 days a year,  
emmas revolution has performed at several thousand  
events around the world using the power of music to  
promote peace and justice; women’s, LGBT, and human  
rights; labor; and environmental issues.   
 
IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN: "Boasting gorgeous 
 close harmonies and unsinkable tunefulness,  
[e]mmas [r]evolution (the [e]mma is Goldman) is a classic, 
 globetrotting folk duo comprised of activist singer/songwriters  
Sandy O and Pat Humphries. Their music is progressive, 
 socially-conscious [sic], confrontational and shot-through  
with intelligence and cutting humor... Newest disc  
'Revolutions Per Minute' is a front-to-back gem." 
 
Official Website: http://emmasrevolution.com/  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/emmasrevolution    
Tickets:  http://www.emmasrevolution.com/live/ 
Reverbnation: http://www.reverbnation.com/emmasrevolution 

January, 2013 
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Community News 

Social Action News  

Save the Date: Social Justice Conference Saturday morning, April 13 at CUUC 

The Social Action Committee is sponsoring a Social Justice conference in April and you are invited! The conference has 
several goals: 

• To learn about the new Texas UU Justice Ministry and how individual UU churches can be involved 

• To provide an opportunity for North Texas UU churches’ social action leaders to get together and share information 
about their respective church’s social action and social justice programs, and to discuss ways to work together to 
increase our effectiveness 

We are fortunate to have Rev. Chuck Freeman as our special speaker for this event. Rev. Freeman is from Austin and is the 
founding minister of the Free Souls Church in Round Rock, Texas. He is the creator, producer, and host of the radio 
program Soul Talk, which has been broadcasting since 1996. His opinion pieces have been published in the Austin American 
Statesman; Austin’s NPR affiliate KUT; and The Washington Post and Newsweek “On Faith” blog.  

Although this conference is primarily intended for individuals already involved in social action and social justice programs, 
everyone is invited and encouraged to attend and learn about UU social justice work and the specific projects in Texas.  

Family Promise 

Community UU is beginning a new phase of its support for Family Promise of Collin County; we will become a supporting 
church for the Family Promise program. Family Promise is a network of religious congregations working together to help 
homeless families. Individual congregations can be host churches or supporting churches. A host church provides facilities in 
which homeless families can sleep; supporting churches help with meals and other services for these families. We have a 
volunteer training scheduled for Sunday January 27 for individuals interested in assisting with this program. You also are 
encouraged to attend the session if you just want to learn more about the program. (Sunday January 27, at 12 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary) 

Common Read 

Make sure you get a copy of the Common Read book for 2013 titled The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander (The New Press). Alexander is an attorney and a civil rights advocate and litigator who 
asserts that such crime-fighting policies in the United States as the “war on drugs” and the incarceration system 
disproportionately and intentionally affect Americans of color. She describes multifaceted, lifelong discrimination and 
disenfranchisement that affect people who are branded a “felon.” We will have copies available  for purchase in January. 
The book also is available in Nook and Kindle editions. Be sure to read the book before our discussion in March!  

FRIDAY FLICKS - 7:00 p.m.- Founders Hall 
  

Jan. 11 2013: The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (2011) 
To make the most of their meager savings, a group of British seniors moves to India to live their golden years at the 
Marigold Hotel. Upon arrival, however, they discover the once-lavish resort has wilted considerably. Starring Judi 
Dench, Maggie Smith, Bill Nighy, Tom Wilkinson and Dev Patel. 
  
Jan. 25 2013: Psycho (1960) 
When larcenous real estate clerk Marion Crane flees with a wad of cash and a hope of starting a new life she ends up at 
the notorious Bates Motel, where twitchy manager Norman Bates cares for his housebound mother. The place seems 
quirky but fine until Marion decides to take a shower. Director Alfred Hitchcock's Oscar-nominated shocker has been 
terrifying viewers for decades, and for good reason. Starring Anthony Perkins, Janet Leigh, and John Gavin; Martin 
Balsam, John McIntire, and Simon Oakland. 
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Quotes to Live By: 

“A living tradition is not bequeathed through some law of inheritance; it must be earned, not without dust and heat, and 
not without humbling grace.” 

—James Luther Adams (1901–1994), Unitarian theologian and minister 

Thirty Days of Love 

What is a living tradition? We see it on our hymnal (Singing the Living Tradition) and hear it in our sermons (see the above 
quote). Unitarian Universalists refer to our faith as a “living tradition” because we believe spiritual revelation is ongoing; no 
single act or decision defines us as spiritual beings; and that religion, morals, and ethics must be lived to be of any use. 

The Standing on the Side of Love campaign – the social justice campaign the Unitarian Universalist Association sponsored 
– has started something new during the past few years. Have you heard of the Thirty Days of Love? One minister 
describes it as: “Our Thirty Days is a spiritual journey for social justice.” (Rev. John Crestwell of Annapolis, MD.) 

The time between January 19 to February 17 (Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday to Valentine’s Day), provides an 
opportunity to think about social justice and love, how they intersect, and the differences they make in your life. 

What if you took time every day during those 30 days to encourage your family to live your faith? What could that look 
like? 

It could be a “random act of kindness challenge”:  every member of your family does something kind or loving 
every day, and then they talk about it during dinner. 

It could be committing to a social justice cause that is important to you; doing some small thing every day to 
support that work. 

It could be giving up one thing every day (perhaps a cup of coffee at work, or taking lunch instead of buying 
school lunch) and then donating the money you save. 

It could be beginning every day with a family meditation at breakfast and then deliberately focusing on being fair, 
just, and kind as you go out into the world. 

What difference could Thirty Days of Love make in YOUR family’s life? 

In faith,  Kathy 

Teachers!  Don’t Miss the Annual Teacher Appreciation Dinner on January 19!  RSVP by January 6 to reserve your 
space. Your area DREs are your hosts at this delicious, catered, sit-down dinner followed by a concert by UU troubadours 
and banner carriers emma’s revolution. Childcare is included.  It is all free to you, provided that you tell us you’re coming. 
Hope to see you there! 

Rummage Sale Coming This Spring! As the holidays turn into the colder, slower days of January, we often turn to 
sorting, cleaning, and neatening our things — spring cleaning looms! This year as you come across items that are still 
useable but just do not fit into your life anymore, remember that the Coming of Age class will be sponsoring a rummage 
sale very soon! All kinds of donations are welcome: clothing, books, and furniture; toys, baby items, and knickknacks. 
Thank you for saving your goodies to support our Coming of Age class as it prepares for its Heritage Trip this summer! If 
you have questions, please contact Kathy Smith. 

Family Events at CUUC in January 
Sun. 12/30: RE Games Day (no regular classes) 
Sun. 1/6: Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 1/13: Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. YRUU Meeting 12 p.m. 
Sat. 1/19: Teacher Appreciation Dinner, 6 p.m. (Temple Beth Shalom) 
Sun. 1/20: Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 1/27: Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m.    (Continued on page 8) 
 

 

Religious Education 
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Facilities Improvements  

Have you noticed that a few things have changed in the church since summer? Some of those things are obvious, such as 
having lights that turn on without your having to do anything or having ALL the lights turn on. Other things are less 
obvious, but all of them are intended to save on utility costs moving forward. I want to take this opportunity to inform 
everyone about what was decided; the progress we have made; the benefits we are seeing or are expected to see; and 
what remains in the mill. 

In June, we “traded” our two mortgages that had 6.5-percent and 7-percent interest rates for one new mortgage at 5.25 
percent, which included borrowing $40,000 from our equity and putting it into the capital fund. 

The easiest opportunities for cost reduction were in the water bill. In June, we replaced our two-inch water meter for a 
one-inch meter. Having a meter with less capacity reduced the base charge. Another factor that contributed to wasted 
resources involved the men’s urinals, which occasionally did not shut off properly. To correct this problem, the urinal 
“guts” were replaced with motion-activated flushers. 

The next big target was to reduce our energy cost for lighting. At the end of November, almost all fluorescent lights in 
the main building were replaced with LED lights (146 fixtures). 

Other projects that have been completed to provide savings on electricity were the installation of remotely controlled 
thermostats and motion-sensing light switches. Both projects are intended to reduce wasted energy consumption. 

Our plan for reducing heating and cooling (HVAC) cost is to replace our rooftop heat pumps with gas heat and 
electric cooling. To prepare for the change from electric to gas heat, a gas meter from Atmos Energy has been ordered 
and will be installed. 

In conclusion much “good stuff” is happening in the area of energy reduction. This year Facilities will be over budget, 
but we reduced our budget by 20 percent from last year. 

To read a complete description of facilities improvements, please visit http://communityuuchurch.org/files/
FacilitiesNewsletterJan2013.pdf  or talk to Dick Hildenbrand anytime, he’ll be glad to fill you in on any details.  

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme plays a part in 
the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each month are by no means 
limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many elements of church life gain more 
meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing 
community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these themes could transform your life.               

January - Justice   February - Love  March - Brokenness  April - Transformation  May - Transcendence   

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone from Wednesday to Sunday. I take my 
Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon. Non-emergency messages received during that time will be 
answered Wednesday morning. I am in the office on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, or by appointment during 
other times. 



                    The Community News                   9 

STEWARDSHIP: It Takes a Congregation! 
Where does it all go? 

As we phased in our new Stewardship Council, we have enjoyed excellent training and have purchased and 
read several helpful tomes to broaden our stewardship endeavor successfully. All these sources agree that 
contributors want to know what has been done with their contributions; not FICA and toilet paper, they get 
that. Their question is “How did I help the church become more effective? More attractive? Or just pursue 
some goals that are meaningful to the congregation and to me?” (A little self-interest is okay!) We surveyed our 
council members and came up with a fascinating collection of ideas. Some are big, others are not, but all of 
them add to the richness of life at Community Church. Here they are: 

Stewardship:  

The marvelous Jenny Weil from First Church enlightened and enthused us at a well-attended August 
leadership retreat, where the entire focus was on increasing our stewardship efforts. 

Using Jenny’s suggestion, we put together a small library of “how-to” books on stewardship. Some of them are 
real page turners. 

Leadership: 

We sent church leaders to the Dwight Brown Leadership Experience. This week-long workshop, which was 
conducted by the Southwest Unitarian Universalist Conference, has been training board members and other 
lay leaders for decades. Participants bond with more than two dozen leaders from churches in five states. 

Students who are considered potential leaders are sent to UU summer camp where they hone their leadership 
skills. 

UU Generally Assembly is a heady experience; being in the company of several thousand UUs (last year in 
Phoenix) gets some serious mojo working. Because it also is a blow to the pocketbook, we now have 
scholarships available to help with expenses. 

Membership: 

You have probably noticed the new visitor nametags. They are a big step toward making newcomers feel 
welcome. Thank you, Jay Hall. 

Pizza for the attendees at the New UU classes helps members to bond with potential new members. 

The members’ Rogue’s Gallery has been updated and given a prominent placement in the hall. Thanks to Janet 
Belden, folks who have been waiting to appear need wait no more 

Facilities: 

Founders Hall is looking quite spiffy. Lexie McGrane has more improvements in the works. 

Adult Religious Education: 

Mary Jennings is now able to produce those eye-catching posters highlighting our outstanding evening classes. 

And there are many more. So you see what we can do with the leanest of budgets. Think what we could do 
with a bit of a surplus. Let’s find out! 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Tom Reid: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper Grace Morrison:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator Cyn Blanco 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Ian Rule, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: 
investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amanda Peters, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
cremily4512@gmail.com 

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntauus.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTAUUS@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Community Website Links 

Collin County Interfaith: www.setonparish.org/Outreach/
pai.htm 

Habitat for Humanity South Collin County: www.Habitat-
scc.org 

Habitat ReStore of South Collin County: 
www.restore.habitat-scc.org 
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Finance Committee by Ty Hall, Treasurer 
 

The November financial summary is included with this report.  Our income for November exceeded expenses 
for net income of $6,136, boosted primarily by higher than projected offering income and fundraiser income.   
Three income areas continued to disappoint; building use, new pledge income and misc. income.  

On the Expense side, many areas are below budget but Facilities and Religious Education are each significant 
percentages of our total expenses and are well above budget for the year. 

 Overall, we are about 5% above expected net income for the year to date.   

BTW, A special THANK YOU! For Women’s  Alliance for donating $300 “seed money” to help us attain liftoff 
for a soon to be announced raffle fundraiser.   

October  Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE November  2012 

  Month of NOV. Budget YTD Annual Budget 

INCOME         

Total Offering Income 17,035.09 16,009.15 123,161.22 232,225.08 

Total Fund Raiser Income 12,473.82 9,034.00 24,113.86 28,100.00 

Total Building Usage 1,892.00 2,450.00 12,133.75 29,400.00 

Total Misc. Income 0.91 784.16 2,110.49 5,109.92 

Total Income 31,401.82 28,277.31 161,519.32 294,835 

          

EXPENSE         

Administration 3,364.45 3,253.59 21,120.66 42,802.03 

Programs 1,462.28 2,092.87 10,489.57 25,834.25 

Religious Education 4,988.81 4,280.32 30,257.29 54,138.00 

Facilities/Grounds 5,040.04 4,958.20 32,820.20 60,252.00 

Income-Generating Expense 982.50 2,425.00 6,258.82 7,550.00 

Ministry 8,206.81 7,377.82 45,346.71 88,533.72 

Denomination 894.17 1,429.54 4,008.38 15,725 

Total Expense 25,265.22 25,817.34 153,121.54 294,835.00 

Net Income 6,136.60 2,459.97 8,397.78 0.00 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 

The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 
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Adult Religious Education 
The mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and to stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the 
context of the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 
We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and ends at 
1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 
CHILDCARE is available for all classes to reserve childcare call the church office (972-424-8989) at least 
48 hours in advance. 
 

Monday Evenings 
Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 
Clifton says "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through 
self-observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as ‘insight 
meditation.’ This is the backbone of our studies in meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a 
beginner or as a practiced mediator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion 
but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world 
around us. We explore through readings; dharma talks; questions and answers; and group discussions.” 
 
Thursday Evenings 
Cosmology: The History and Nature of Our Universe by Rev. Don Fielding. Begins January 10 
Evidence for the birth of the universe is raining down upon you. It is called the cosmic microwave 
background, and it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter 
seconds after the big bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; then 
suddenly released when the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form; this echo of creation has 
been on an uninterrupted voyage through space for 13.7 billion years – until it reached you. The cosmic 
microwave background is just one of the many clues about the history and nature of our universe that 
make the science of cosmology a wondrous, fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study.  
 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community 
Church. Before he retired, he filled the pulpit of several area UU churches. Reverend Fielding has  been 
teaching classes in the evenings for several years, and he is one of our most popular presenters. His video 
introductions are always followed by lively discussion and participants benefit from his wealth of 
knowledge of the subject matter. 
 
We Are Unitarian Universalists! Rev. Patrick Price and DRE Kathy Smith. . January 10—February 7.   
Are you a curious newcomer?  An oldtimer with unasnwered questions?  Anywhere in between?  Come 
learn more about this wonderful faith we share!   We will explore in depth some of the most important 
themes in Unitarian Universalist congregational life: worship and theology, history, covenant and polity, 
religious education or faith development, and social justice. You will be invited to interact and share your 
own experiences, echoing our Unitarian Universalist commitment to individual theological exploration. 
You will learn about Unitarian Universalism not only by hearing about it, but by doing it – exploring your 
own theology and how it intersects with our UU tradition Free.   
 
Saturday Mornings 
Yoga for YOU, with Jamie Saltmarsh 9:30 a.m. to 10:40 a.m. in Founders Hall  
Practice yoga in a casual and welcoming format. Yoga increases strength, flexibility, and balance; it 
energizes and purifies the body; it gives you a calm focused mind; and it develops a more peaceful and 
joyful spirit.                  (continued on back side) 



14  The Community News 

Adult Religious Education (continued from reverse side) 

This class is perfect for individuals who want to try yoga for the first time. For experienced yogis, this 
class provides an opportunity to focus on the basics. Modifications are provided for all different levels 
and abilities, including seated options. If you can breathe you can do yoga! 
Instructor:  Jamie Oman-Saltmarsh   “I am actively working toward my 200-hour vinyasa yoga 
certification. I have experience teaching yoga to seniors, seasoned yogis, and novices. My passion is 
making yoga accessible to everyone.” 
 

Bring water, a towel, and a yoga mat (a limited number of yoga mats are available to borrow). 

For our January 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  


