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“ChurchDB – Quick Access to Congregational Information” 

Getting into ChurchDB is easy – the link is at the top of any church website 
page and all you need is your User ID and Password.  If you don’t have them or 
if the ones you have aren’t working, contact Connie at 

cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org for help.  Please Note: These are not 
the same ones you use to get into the Members Portal on our website.  For 
Members Portal help, contact Gene Verinder at 
webguru@communityuuchurch.org.  

After you have signed in, check out the Directory.  This is where you can get a 
partial or full directory listing of the other members of our congregation.  
Names, street addresses, phone numbers and email addresses can all be found 
there.  You can 1) list this data on the screen, 2) create a CSV file that can be 
quickly opened in Excel or 3) create a formatted PDF file ready to be printed.  
If some information seems to be missing, it is probably because an individual’s 
security settings prevent access to it.  Through your own settings, you can 
control just what information is displayed in the Directory. 

Want to find out how much your family pledged and how much has been 
given?  Just go to Stewardship.  A full record is kept there.  Also, your 
stewardship time and talent records are displayed there. 

Want to see all the various groups there are in the church and which ones you 
belong to?  The Groups link is the place to find out.  A full Directory of church 
groups can be found there as well as the leaders of each group.  The myGroups 
link will show you which groups you belong to.  You can also see the other 
members in your groups along with their contact information.  Emails can be 
generated to the entire group by the leaders. 

As you can tell, we keep a lot of information in ChurchDB and it is important 
to keep it up to date.  If you have changed phone numbers, moved, changed 
email addresses or joined or left a church group, you may not be getting the 
communications you expect.  You have the ability to change most of the fields 
in your Family Info records and to modify your group associations.  Doing so 
on a timely basis will help you stay in touch and will help other members of our 
congregation contact you. 

I have written some easy to follow instructions about how to change your   

                                                                                  (Continued on Page 6)      

 

 



2  The Community News 

Before something new begins, something else ends; endings are the beginnings of transitions.   In the summer of 1993 I 
had the opportunity and privilege to be a chaplain at the University of Chicago Hospitals. I was allowed to share many 
emotionally intimate experiences, including death, with strangers.  After sitting with families and watching their loved ones 
die, I was struck by the observation that no one, not even the doctors, knew the exact moment of death.  The best they 
could do was estimate based on when they could first determine the patient was no longer alive.  I am reminded of how 
many times other endings occur in our lives and we don't even know it until they are past. 

Quite frankly, endings generally scare the crud out of most of us.  We tend to tie up our sense of self with our relationships 
to the world.  And, when there is a possibility that those relationships might change in some fundamental way, we tend to 
be afraid.  Internally, we equate the "little deaths" of these endings to the perceived finality of our physical deaths.  Many 
anxieties attached to "Death" with a capital "D," then come into play without our even being aware of them.  

Given all of this, it’s no wonder that religions and traditional cultures have specific rites and behaviors to help people 
through some of these changes. In our Unitarian Universalist tradition many of our congregations share a time of joys and 
concerns as part of our common worship.  Rituals and rites of passage help all of us give shape and meaning. They offer a 
frame of reference to the chaos we encounter with change.  Often they give us identity, either in hope of who we may be, 
or in recognition of who we have become through our struggles. 

In mythology and religious narrative this chaos is often seen in the nether realm entered into by the hero or heroine.  It is 
the monster that swallows them, it is the belly of Jonah’s great fish, and it is the Minotaur’s labyrinth.  It is here that myths, 
stories and rituals of passage can help us by speaking to our subconscious, providing us with vehicles by which we can 
make our journeys, and maps to guide us. 

In the midst of chaos, many people experience a sense of seeing things as they really are for the first time.  The veil of old 
perceptions is lifted from their eyes.   This neutral zone provides access to an angle of vision on life that one can get 
nowhere else.  It is the succession of such experiences and their unique views that over a lifetime produces wisdom.  This 
chaos is an opportunity for renewal and re-creation. Anthropologist Mircea Eliade wrote, “...for the archaic and traditional 
cultures, the symbolic return to chaos is indispensable to any new creation.” 

Change is a part of living with all of its grief and goodness.  To be fully human we have to respect and embrace change, 
with all of its risks for doing harm, along with all of its powers and potentials for creating the beloved community. 

Not everything disappears with endings. Beginnings are a process of reintegration.  A lot of things fall a way and a lot of 
new or modified things come into our spheres during our odysseys with change.  We interweave the new and improved 
with the old and reliable, creating new patterns.  We aren’t starting completely new lives.  Rather we are starting the newest 
chapters of our lives. 

Endings and beginnings with chaos, and stirrings, and germination in between;  that is the shape of the changes in our 
lives.  These times occur far more frequently in our lives and cut far more deeply into them than most of us imagine. As 
humankind has known and celebrated for millennia, these same rhythms put us to sleep at night and wake us in the 
morning after a dark time full of half-remembered and enigmatic clues.  They take us though the year, around to an ending 
that opens out on to a new beginning. 

And so it is with our lives -- dozens of endings, some hard to deal with, and some hardly noticed at all in our day-to-day 
rush, and which plunge us into wildernesses, great and small; dozens of beginnings, taking shape in the confusion and 
emerging unexpectedly into clear form. 

Endings and beginnings, with stirring and germination in between; this basic pattern is essential to our lives as individuals 
and communities.  And, we will learn to recognize it, and work with it if we wish to nurture the growth and deepening we 
envision and desire, both in our personal lives, in this congregation, in our faith, and in our world. All the while, we are 
being and becoming the ever changing and living embodiment of the Beloved Community that we are, and that we can be. 

Blessings,  Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  “Transitions”                                        
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The long, hot days of summer spread out before us, enticing some of us to spend Sunday mornings on the lake 
or just lounging at home with the paper. Many of us are traveling. As people who don’t believe that our salvation 
depends on being at church every week, we have to make an intentional choice to set that alarm on a Sunday 
morning.  

If you’re one who normally comes to church only when Patrick is in the pulpit, or when the choir is singing, or 
during the school year, I dare say you’re missing out. Summer is a time for some adventurous, eclectic services. 
So far this year we’ve had — so far — Amy Martin teaching us to find our joy by letting go of the little things, 
fascinating insights into other members’ philosophies on Book Sunday, and a touching meditation on aging by 
Tom Reid. I love the way we stretch out a little in the summer, explore the edges of our shared faith.   

Who said that 90% of life is simply showing up? Just showing up isn’t sufficient, but it is necessary. When he 
spoke here a couple of years ago, John Buehrens said, “Coming to church is a spiritual practice” — just like 
prayer or meditation or tai chi.   

Showing up is a good metaphor for how we’re called to be in the world. Community Church has been talking 
about this lately: What is our responsibility for stewardship in the larger world? Where do we need to show up? 
What are we called to do?  

People just learning about Unitarian Universalism sometimes get the impression that it’s easy: that our religious 
obligations are light. After all, we don’t have to pray five times a day, or go to confession, or follow a long list of 
religious commandments and prohibitions.  

Meg Barnhouse busts that myth in the November 23, 2009, edition of UU World:  

“My experience of the Principles is that they are deeply demanding. The first one asks me to affirm 
and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person, which means that I can no longer subscribe 
to the cheerful Calvinist doctrine of the total depravity of human nature. It sounds grim, but really, if you 
are in fact starting with a totally depraved nature, the opportunities for self-congratulation abound: ‘Hey, 
I didn’t knock over a 7-Eleven this afternoon, even though money’s pretty tight. I’m doing well!’ 

“Now I have to struggle with the worth and dignity of people who do unspeakably awful things, 
whereas the doctrine of total depravity made that one a no-brainer. I’m supposed to value the democratic 
process, hearing the voice of everyone equally, allowing everyone to have a say. The UU Principles are 
demanding enough to make me whine.” 

Our UU faith demands that we act out our values in the world. If we claim to believe in the inherent worth 
and dignity of every person, how can we look away while people sleep on the street? How can we pat ourselves 
on the back for our kind and inclusive thoughts while there are people losing jobs and suffering harassment 
because they are gay or transgender?  

The world is calling out to us for help. We have a bounty of resources to share: not money, necessarily, but 
skills, knowledge, time, heart, and hands.   

I’m calling you to join us in this work. I’m inviting you to join us at our Leadership Retreat on August 24th, 9 
am to 3 pm. At that retreat, we’ll talk about what kind of work we want to do in the world — and that means we 
need your voice. I’m asking you to show up, not just on August 24th, but all year. If you haven’t been invited yet, 
consider this your personal invitation.   

Thanks for your loving hearts, your open minds, your helping hands. I appreciate every one of you.   

See you in church, friends!  

Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

President’s Column  
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Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning August 10, at 11:00, at 
Ona Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 
 
The Soil Miracle Worker - 
Compost 

Have you tried Texas gardening 
and given up?  There is a simple 
secret to success. 

To make our native clay soil seed 
and plant-friendly, add organic 
material. This will hold moisture  
and release the nutrients.  Compost 
is a FREE solution which can be 
made in every backyard  
from items we normally consider 
waste: yard trimmings and 
leaves.  Join us Thursday, Sept. 
26 at 7:00 in Founders Hall to 
hear Plano’s Compost Education 
Coordinator explain the process.   

There will be a garden-side 
demonstration as well.  Invite your 
neighbors and friends!  Sponsored  
by the Community Harvest 
Gardeners.  RSVP to Deb Bliss. 
 
Buy-an-Acre Rainforest Sale! – 
RE is winding up their summer 
curriculum with a special 
opportunity to show your support 
for our planet's rainforests AND 
get a jump start on your holiday 
shopping.  We will have Fair Trade 
items made in the rainforests (and 
mountains and villages) of 
Guatemala, Peru and Brazil, along 
with homemade items from our  

with homemade items from our 
children and youth and an assortment 
of delicious Fair Trade chocolates.  

12 noon-1 pm, Sunday, August 18.   
 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

August 9 - The Pajama Game - 
1957 

A sprightly musical about the striking 
workers of the Sleeptite Pajama 
Factory, and their plucky negotiator, 
Katie (Doris Day) who falls in love 
with the new foreman, Sid (John 
Raitt).  Based on the Broadway 
musical and the book "Seven and A 
Half Cents."  Bob Fosse 
choreographed the dance numbers 
which include "Steam Heat," 
"Hernando's Hideaway," "Hey 
There" and, "I'm Not At All In 
Love." 
 

August 23 - Quartet - 2012 

Beecham House is abuzz.  The rumor 
circling the halls is that the home for 
retired musicians is soon to play host 
to a new resident.  Word is, it's a 
star.  Reginald Paget (Tom 
Courtenay), Wilfred Bond (Billy 
Connolly) and Cecily Robson 
(Pauline Collins) are in for a shock 
when their former singing partner, 
Jean Horton (Maggie Smith) 
arrives.  Dustin Hoffman makes his 
directorial debut with this film about 
people in their third act of life who 
still have so much to give. 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club 
Upcoming Meetings 

Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Book: The Chaperone by Laura 
Moriarty 

"The Chaperone is a captivating novel 
about the woman who chaperoned an 
irreverent Louise Brooks to New York City 
in the 1920s and the summer that would 
change them both." 

 

Tuesday  September 17 

Book: The Black Count: Glory, 
Revolution, Betrayal, and the Real 
Count of Monte Cristo by Tom Reiss 

TIME magazine called The Black 
Count "one of those quintessentially 
human stories of strength and 
courage that sheds light on the 
historical moment that made 
it possible." It is also a heartbreaking 
story of the enduring bonds of love 
between a father and son.   

 

All-Church Pancake Breakfast and 
RE Open House, August 25 – 
There will be pancakes, fruit and 
hash browns (and vegetarian and 
gluten-free alternatives).  There will 
be prizes.  There will be fun.  There 
will be important information shared.  
You WILL want to be there!  Come 
have breakfast with the RE Board.  
You won't want to miss this Second 
Annual Pancake Breakfast!  Stay to 
worship in our traditional multi-
generational Water Communion 
homecoming service.  Bring a small 
bottle of water from a place of deep 
spiritual meaning for you, and share 
in this special time together.   
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Deadline for the 
September newsletter is 
Friday, August 16. Email 
your articles to 
newsletter@ 
communityuuchurch.org.  
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The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and ends at 1:30pm. 
Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office         
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule - Meditation will not meet on August 12 
Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 
Wednesday Evenings 

“Home Grown: We Learn From Our Own” is an occasional series that lets our brilliant fellow church 
members share their knowledge and passion. 

“IT’S YOUR MONEY!” 

August 14 – “Financially Aware Kids” – David Hollands 
Inspired by the award-winning book, Yes, You Can! Raise Financially Aware Kids, this 60-minute interactive session 
offers advice to parents and grandparents who want to teach their children the value of a dollar. This session is 
for parents, not kids. 
 

August 21 – “Budgeting Household Expenses” – Bill Daffinee 
Credit card expenses have you hogtied? Can’t afford milk, eggs or artichokes? Bill will show you how to 
shepherd your resources to cover necessities, be prepared for the unexpected, and maybe even have some left 
over for a little fun. 
 

August 28 – “Share the Wealth” – Chet Smith, Karen Bethel and Ian Rule 
This session will familiarize you with our new Planned Giving Program. Chet Smith is one of the “architects” of 
the new opportunity and will explain the benefits and specifics. Karen will represent the Investment Committee 
and explain how the legacies will be treated once they are received. Ian Rule has already made the commitment 
and will describe the steps and discuss his rationale for making the decision. 
 
Thursday Evenings 

Adventures in Origins - Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don Fielding – 
6:30 pm 
Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave background, and 
it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the big 
bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and then suddenly released when  
           (Continued on Insert) 

Adult Religious Education 
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 “ChurchDB – Quick Access to Congregational Information”   (continued from the Front Page) 

information in ChurchDB and they are posted as “Updating Your Data in ChurchDB” at the top of each 
website page.  Just remember – it’s your information and keeping it current helps all of us. 

Stewardship  This past year we highlighted the many facets of Stewardship.  Over the next year we will be 
expanding the discussion to explore the advantages of "deferred" or "planned" giving both to you and to 
Community UU Church.  An early event to kick-off  the discussion will be an Adult Religious 
Education  presentation with Chet Smith, Karen Bethel, and Ian Rule entitled "Share the Wealth".  Learn 
about the benefits of including the church in your will, why you should consider it and how to make it happen 
on August 28 at 7 pm at the church.   Chet Smith 

CIRCLE SUPPERS will start up again in September.   This is a great way to meet other CUUC’ers. We 
meet the 2nd Saturday of each month for dinner with an exception for September when we will meet on the 1st 
Saturday, September 7. Circle Suppers was well attended last year and we hope to have even a bigger turnout 
this coming year. We try to keep about 7 to 10 people in each dinner group.  Each month we email all the 
people who signed up for CIRCLE SUPPERS to see who would like to attend this month and to see who 
might be available to host.  The guests meet at the host’s home.  The host provides the main dish and each 
guest brings an additional dish or drinks. If you are new to our church this is a great way to meet some new 
folks. It is OK to sign up even if your situation doesn’t allow you to be a host. To sign up just send an email to 
Circlesuppers@communityuuchurch.org  and give your name (or names) and email and a phone number.    

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

Wow!  We've donated close to half a ton of organic produce to our neighborhood food pantries so far this year!  In 
addition, strong relationships are forming between members of Community UU Church, Sai Baba, and gardeners from 
the local community.  The Community Garden is an exciting place to be.  And this September it gets even better! 

On Saturday, September 14 from 11:30 to 1:30, we will be the lunch stop on a tour of six community gardens – a native 
plant demonstration garden, a children’s educational garden, four community gardens, and a chance to shop at the new 
Collin County Farmer’s Market.  All are welcome!  And On Thursday, September 26, starting at 7 p.m., we will sponsor 
an Adult Religious Education class on composting – where, when, and how.  If you are interested in either of these 
opportunities, you can get more information from Deb Bliss at planobliss@verizon.net. 

Just want a chance to enjoy the sunshine and the good earth?  Harvesting on a Saturday morning is rewarding, full of 
camaraderie, and (yes! really!) loads of fun.  We love helping hands! 

Other ways to help? 

* Artists and worker bees can create a Peace Pole for the garden. 

* Harvesters can help bring in the crops any Saturday morning at 8 a.m. 

* Recyclers can bring in large, flattened cardboard boxes to help with mulching paths. 

* Book lovers can donate books about organic gardening, insects, or outdoor life to our Garden Little Free Library. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the Community Garden, visitors are always welcome at the monthly socials – 
second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more information. 

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 
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The 2013 Coming of Age class was in Boston last month.  We hiked the Freedom Trail, re-enacted a 
Revolutionary War era town meeting, enjoyed the Revelry at Griffin's Wharf with loyalists and patriots alike at 
the Boston Tea Party Museum, toured the UUA (both the old and the new locations), worshipped at King's 
Chapel and Arlington Street churches, visited Thoreau’s home and built sand castles at Walden Pond, stood 
inside a 30-foot stained glass globe, shared a meal and toured Harvard with our minister and his wife, took the 
train to Salem to learn about the darker side of American history, walked the sacred ground of history at North 
Bridge in Concord, peeked inside a crypt in the basement of King's Chapel, and rang the bells at the Arlington 
Street Church.  Those are some of the things we did – here are some of the highlights of what we learned.  
Kathy 

I'm always going to remember the Holocaust Memorial.  At first I thought it was going to be inside (haha!), but it was not.  After 
awhile, though, I didn't mind.  When I first saw the huge glass [towers], I was confused, but as I got closer I realized they all had 
tiny serial numbers on them.  My heart dropped, a shiver ran through me, as I realized how many there were.  My brain couldn't 
handle it.  It was really, really sad.  I got goosebumps every time I saw/read one of the quotes.  But then I saw a quote that reminded 
me of someone.  I looked to see who said it and I saw that it was Glinda Klein.  I remember watching her documentary.  Her best 
friend died the morning they were liberated.  She went out to go get water (this was a few days/weeks after the death march) and she 
never came back.  That afternoon, broken and brittle, Glinda was liberated.  One of the reasons why I love her story is the happy 
ending (she ended up marrying the soldier that liberated her and that just makes me happy).  Anyway … yes, I will always 
remember the goosebumps and realization of those monuments.  But I will not dwell on it – I will just need to make sure it doesn't 
happen again.  – Allie McClure 

I will always remember the ones I spent time with. 

I will always remember the good and bad times we spent together. 

I will always remember the peacefulness. 

I will always remember how hectic it was. 

I will always remember the growth that happened in many forms. 

I will always remember the kindness that was placed on my birthday and Sebastian's.  [Abby turned 16 and 

Sebastian turned 15 during the trip.] 

- Abby Branch 

This Heritage Trip was important for me to see UUism as more important in my life, and to open my mind to different beliefs.  

Before Coming of Age, I was unenthusiastic about coming to church, to say the least.  Now I understand [more about] our beliefs, 

our history, and what work we do, and am excited to come to church.  On another, related note, the people and experiences have given 

me more confidence to be myself, and let me know that what I am doing is not an impossible thing and is a change I would be much 

happier with.  This trip solidifies the bonds we've made with each other throughout the year and makes us see the world differently.  I 

can't really explain how, but everything seems much brighter.  – Jack Dessert 

I will always remember the trip itself.  I will always remember the friendship and the fun.  I will always remember 

the things we did.  I will remember how it changed me.  I will always remember (probably the most) how hard I 

worked for this trip.  – Dorian O'Conan (First Jefferson UU Church) 

I think the things I experienced will certainly be an integral part of my life experiences.  The event that stands out the most was the 
Revelry at Griffin's Wharf, which was one of the most unique experiences I've ever had.  Or, perhaps, the visit to the USS 
Constitution (one of the best-preserved warships predating the age of steel).  Or, perhaps, I'll most remember the silly, irrelevant 
things we did, such as being random and eating nose-food [code word for donuts].  But now I think I'll remember all of these things 
equally, as they no doubt deserve to be.  – Simon Roggenkamp 

         (Continued on Page 8) 
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A Snapshot from Boston by the 2013 Coming of Age Group  (Continued from page 7) 
 

I will remember the Boston Tea Party [the Revelry at Griffin's Wharf].  I will go to more history role-playing 
places – this helps me learn.  – Lexy Coulonge  

When I walked into the Arlington Street Church, I was amazed by the beautiful architecture.  The pillars were each carved with 

excellent craftsmanship.  The statues and busts sculpted about the church looked priceless.  And if the masonry wasn't stunning 

enough, the church is home to some of the most mesmerizing, captivating windows in the world.  I was also met with a pleasant 

surprise – my sister [Celina Blanco, who was in Boston attending the UU College of Social Justice].  I had no idea that we would 

attend the same church while we were in such a big city.  They also had some welcome similarities to our church – like a hearty 

lunch.  Their music director was not only willing to let us play the organ, but also willing to let us play the bells however we saw fit.  

– Ramses Blanco 

The Heritage Trip is important because it gives us a valuable opportunity to learn about the history of our 
religion and also a chance to bond with our fellow students.  The opportunity to visit the UUA headquarters 
cannot be passed up and is definitely an important part of maturing as a UU.  Being away from home for this 
long strengthens the transition from childhood to adulthood, which is the focus of this class.  – Sebastian Cox 
(First Jefferson UU Church) 

My favorite parts of this trip almost all took place when we had some freedom – when we were allowed to break into groups or go 
off by ourselves to do our own thing.  I've found that standing and listening or following the rest of the group is usually not as fun 
as making your own choices and actually doing things.  My top four events would probably be Walden's Pond, because we had 
some downtime and it was peaceful (once I got used to the screaming camp children); shopping, because there were some really weird 
and interesting stores; the Revelry at Griffin's Wharf, because the actors were great; and then the Maparium (the one thing that 
doesn't fit with the pattern of do-your-own-thing places), because it was … sort of a … thoughtful-type-experience (okay, that was 
a bad description, but I woke up at 4 a.m.).  – Ellie Erhart 

You get to learn all about the history of Unitarian Universalism.  – Hannah Cox (First Jefferson UU Church) 

Elementary Social Group Outings – The Elementary Social Group has two fun opportunities coming up 
on Sunday afternoons this month.  Both days we will brownbag our lunches in Room E before the activity 
– bring your lunch and join us!  On Sunday, August 4, there will be a indoor (air-conditioned!) Game Day.  
Bring your favorite board games or enjoy the games we will provide.  Contact:  Eric Jones.  On Sunday, 
August 25, we will all go swimming together to celebrate the end of summer.  Contact:  Kathy Smith.   

Teacher Training for the Fall – Save the Date!  The joint teacher training for all the area churches is August 
17 from 8:30 to 4:30 p.m. at First Dallas.  We will arrange carpools; lunch and childcare is provided.  This 
year we will be covering information that is basic and vital for teachers in today's world – how to create a 
safe and welcoming atmosphere, how to identify and report child abuse, how to spot signs of depression, 
and how to support teens in crisis.  Lunch will be a delicious Mediterranean buffet.  In the afternoon we will 
talk about the nuts-and-bolts of teaching RE at CUUC in our own small break-out group.  Please plan to be 
there and RSVP when you receive your invitation! 
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“The Golden Age of Radio Returns” 

Nostalgia, fun, and good music return to Community Church on Saturday, September 14, 2013.  Are you a 
fan of music from the 30’s and 40’s?  Do comedy duets tickle your funny bone?  Did your family “watch” the 
radio?  You can relive all the good times and good memories by joining us during “Radio Daze”, this year’s 
Pops Concert.  If you don’t remember when radio was the entertainment medium of choice, come anyway and 
enjoy a return to a time when song lyrics could be understood and comedy was family friendly.  So mark your 
calendar, plan to be there, and don’t forget to bring your friends. 

The Pops Concert at Community Unitarian Universalist Church is an annual event that showcases talent and 
provides the opportunity for church members, their friends, and the larger community to enjoy a fun and 
festive night of entertainment.  To add to the fun, the evening will include a cash raffle with the winner getting 
half the pot! 

The fun begins at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets - $15.00 for adults 18 and over, $10.00 for kids and performers can be 
purchased at the door.  Child care will be provided. Please call 972-424-8989 to reserve childcare.  

For more information, contact Robin Coulonge.  

Your Voice Is Important! 
Invitation to Leadership Retreat 
August 24, 2013, 9 am – 3 pm 

Help us choose our priorities for Community UU Church’s work in the larger world: Join us at the annual 
Leadership Retreat on Saturday, August 24 at the church. We’ll begin at 9 am with a brief orientation over 
practical issues such as how to put items on the church calendar or how to request reimbursement for 
expenses. The Leadership Development Committee will then follow with an introduction to their 
mentorship program. 

The rest of the day, we’ll discuss what you care about most in taking care of the world, starting with two 
questions: 

What is your passion? What kind of work feeds you? 
What breaks your heart? 

We’re looking for projects that everyone — every single member and friend of Community UU Church — 
can get involved in somehow over the course of the coming year. I’d like to see every one of us contributing 
at least an hour of service. And, of course, we’re looking for a dozen or so people passionate enough, and 
compassionate enough, to steer our collective efforts. 

What breaks your heart? What healing can you bring to the world? 

Everyone is invited. We especially need you if you are on a committee or project team, lead a committee or 
team, serve on one of our three boards, teach religious education, or have ever thought that you might 
someday like to lead or support our work. 

Come share your ideas with us on August 24. Bring a salad to share for a potluck lunch; your Board of 
Trustees will provide breakfast. We’ll begin at 9 am and wrap up by 3 pm. 

Please RSVP to Gail Battista so we know how many people to expect. 

I’m looking forward to beginning this important work with you! See you on the 24.  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations 
(NTAUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

The June 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  Our monthly Offering Income 
is high because of the transfer of $10,747 in prepaid 13-14 pledges (budgeted) and a higher-than-normal 
collection of late 12-13 pledges (not budgeted).  Overall, our monthly variance to budget was about 1% on 
both the income and expense sides, although there were some significant variances with individual budget 
lines. 

Not a part of the budget, but noteworthy nonetheless, are the statuses of both Dedicated Funds and 
Investment Funds.  A complete reconciliation has been completed that involved some transfers that 
impacted fund balances and I’m pleased to report that the “correct” amounts now reside in each of the bank 
accounts.  Dedicated Fund transaction reports are now being pushed to each account manager monthly for 
verification that all debits and credits are correct. 

For anyone interested, financial documents (Balance Sheets, Profit & Loss, Budget and Finance Committee 
meeting minutes) are now posted on the Finance Committee page of the Members Portal.  Additionally, a 
blank copy of the Check Request Form and procedures for making tax-exempt purchases are posted there. 

If you need to interface with our Bookkeeper extraordinaire (bookkeeper@communityuuchurch.org) 
John Elder, his office hours will be from 9:30am to 2:30pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  And of course, you 
can contact me anytime.at treasurer@commuityuuchurch.org. 

June Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE June  2013 

       

INCOME 

June 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 8.33% 

comp) 

Total Offering Income $30,087 $27,824 $30,087 $27,824 $238,400 12.6% 

Total Fund Raiser     $380   $2,530    $380   $2,530 $32,810 1.2% 

Total Building Usage  $2,895 $2,700 $2,895  $2,700 $26,885 10.8% 

Misc. Income $337     $287   $337     $287 $9,106 3.7% 

TOTAL INCOME $33,699 $33,341 $33,699 $33,341 $307,201 11.0% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,269 $5,180 $4,269 $5,180 $60,416 7.1% 

Programs $1,596 $1,840 $1,596 $1,840 $24,837 6.4% 

Religious Education $6,029 $5,435 $6,029 $5,435 $53,851 11.2% 

Facilities/Grounds $5,545 $4,948 $5,545 $4,948 $58,823 9.4% 

Ministry $7,826 $7,659 $7,826 $7,659 $92,410 8.5% 

Denomination $0 $0 $0 $0 $16,864 0.0% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $25,266 $25,062          $25,266 $25,062 $307,201 8.2% 

NET INCOME  $8,433  $8,279    $8,433     $8,279 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 

especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the September 
newsletter is Friday, August 
16. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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August, 2013 

Adult Religious Education (Continued from Page 5) 

the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an uninterrupted 
voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic microwave background is just one 
of many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of cosmology a wondrous, 
fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study. 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

Section F - The Very Early Universe 
Aug. 1 - Physics at Ultrahigh Temperatures 
Aug. 8 - Back to a Microsecond – The Particle Cascade 
Aug. 15 - Back to the GUT – Matter & Forces Emerge 
Aug. 22 - *** BREAK *** 
Section G – Inflation 
Aug. 29- Puzzling Problems Remain 
 

 

 

 

What you get by achieving your goals is not as important  
as what you become by achieving your goals.  

– Henry David Thoreau 
 

It's Good to Have Goals 
Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education – Kathy E. Smith 

 

The Religious Education Board met during the second week of July for its annual retreat.  Along with 
introductions and orientations for its new members (welcome, Charles Long and Sarah Fredrickson!), the 
Board spent several hours looking forward and setting goals.  They honed their mission to a single phrase 
congruent with the mission statement of the church: to educate growing Unitarian Universalists by 
promoting ethics, a sense of morality and the pursuit of personal and shared truths.  They also set 
programming goals for 2013-2014:   
 -   to maintain our strong Sunday morning programming 
 - to continue to work towards dedicated RE and worship hours 
 - to improve teacher recruitment, retention and training 
 - to intentionally grow our multi-generational community 
 

Plans to achieve these goals include:  
 - a curriculum path for parents to reinforce religious education lessons at home 
 - increased recognition for our hard-working teachers 
 - social justice opportunities for children and youth working alongside adults 
 - family social activities beginning with a Yule Log celebration in early December   
 

We're excited about the plans for the coming year.  How about you?  Do you have thoughts or ideas to 
help grow our church community and our religious education program?  Share them with an RE Board 
member, or better yet, come to the churchwide Leadership Retreat on August 24 and share them with 
everyone! 
 

See you in church! 
In faith,  Kathy 



14  The Community News 

Deadline for the September newsletter is Friday, 
August 16. Email your articles to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

 

For our August 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Calendar of Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sun. 8/4 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am 
Sun. 8/4 – Elementary Social Group, 12 noon-3 pm Let’s Play Games 
Sun. 8/11 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am 
Sat. 8/17 – Teacher Training 8:30 am-4:30 pm (sponsored by NATUUREs at First Dallas) 
Sun. 8/18 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am 
Sun. 8/18 – Buy-an-Acre Rainforest Sale, noon-1 pm 
Sat. 8/24 – Leadership Retreat 8:30 am-4:30 pm (right here at CUUC) 
Sun. 8/25 – Pancake Breakfast (sponsored by the RE Board), 9:30-10:30 am 
Sun. 8/25 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am (Water Communion service) 
Sun. 8/25 – Elementary Social Group, 12 noon-3 pm Let's Go Swimming 


