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March  Sunday Services 

March 4 - “What Makes You Come Alive?” -  Rev. Patrick Price. 

March 11 - “The Leadership Journey in Song and Story” - Presented by 

   The 2011 Harvest the Power Class  

March 18 - “Gathered Together: Worship and Spiritual Practice ” -  

   Rev. Patrick Price 
 

March 25 -  “Beyond Navel Gazing: Personal Spiritual Practice” -                 

   Rev. Patrick Price 

The Future is In Our Hands: Budget Drive 2                                                      

                     Ian Rule, Stewardship Chair 

This time I would like to focus on our theme: “the Future Is In Our Hands.” 
Time to pay the bills. Yep, that’s the way we all think, and it’s always a              
challenge that requires us to do some soul searching and step up. But it’s not 
enough. As South Pacific’s Bloody Mary sings in ‘Happy Talk,’ “You got to 
have a dream. If you don’t have a dream, how you gonna have a dream come 
true?” For us, Bloody Mary’s saying that a church that is only focused on 
keeping Fair Trade coffee in the pot and baby food in Patrick’s cupboard isn’t 
a very vital or robust institution. We need to have a dream: something that, if 
we can’t accomplish it tomorrow, we can at least shoot for. Something to get 
excited about! The Board has been “visioning” our future, but it makes no 
sense for us to operate in a vacuum. We want your participation. Our             
stewards are ready to discuss the future in any way you prefer. UU’s are 
bright and creative and have lots of ideas. The stewards also have in hand 
three questions that are part of the ongoing conversation: 

Should Community Church build a new facility North of the present structure? 

Should Community Church create “satellite churches” elsewhere in North 
Texas? 

Should Community Church offer services to the community out of our facility? 

Now you see why we want to talk with you. I must admit it boggles my mind 
that UUs, who are notorious for wanting to talk everything to death, are so       
reluctant to sit down and talk about issues that will have a real impact on their 
future church experience. By putting the sign up request on the Affirmation 
form, we have separated the conversation from the giving of money.  If you 
already have pledged, please e-mail $$chair@communityuuchurch.org and 
we’ll arrange a conversation. If you have yet to pledge, please check the          
conversation line and we’ll follow up. Were working to create a church culture 
where we can ask for your input and get it. After all, The Future Is In Our 
Hands. 

Daylight Savings 
Time  Begins, March 
11th.  
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Patrick’s Ponderings  “Practicing Spirituality Together” ….              

When recently starting to co-lead a ten week class on Spiritual Practice it was 

helpful to again define what is meant by "spiritual" or "spirituality."  Over the 

years I've found that we may mean several different things, often at the same time, 

when we speak of things being "spiritual" or of "spirituality."  However it ends up 

being defined they all seem to have something about them that must be 

experienced, and in general they all seem to be referring to a connection with 

something trans-personal; a connection with something beyond ourselves that will 

help us find context, coherency, and meaning for our lives. 

Some people find this connection in relationships with each other in authentic 

community.  Others may seek more individualized or personal experiences.  Yet, 

no matter what forms our spiritual experiences take, they are relational in nature.  

We find meaning and context in relation to the "other."  We find ourselves with a 

deeper awareness of our relationships with other people, creation or some form of 

the Cosmic  "Is,"  the Holy. 

However we experience the spiritual or spirituality, it will not lead us to escape 

from our lives.  Rather we are led into deeper connections and stronger 

commitments to our lives and relationships.  Since no one innately knows how to 

do this, we come together as a congregation, as study or meditation groups, and 

choirs, and drum choirs, as communities; to learn together and share our journeys. 

As part of our collective spiritual practice of worship together, we value 

opportunities for us to participate in and not just observe the worship experience.   

To further improve opportunities for participation in worship, we will dedicate and 

begin using shelves of colored glass votive candles along the sanctuary’s windows 

as a new element of our Joys, Concerns and Meditation during Sunday worship 

on March 18th.  Congregants will have the opportunity to light these candles as 

part of their devotional experience. By doing this we hope to increase and deepen 

worship participation and the sense of spiritual connection for all. 

The sessions of the Thursday night Spiritual Practice class are also open to those 

who want to explore more.  Until then, see you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 

  

The Leadership Development Committee is tasked with forming a slate for the 
elected leadership positions that are up for election at the annual meeting in 
May, as well a filling any vacant committee positions. They are also tasked 
with developing and training future leaders. If you are interested please            
contact the Leadership Development Committee for more                                    
information. LDC@communityuuchurch.org 

The Board of Trustees will hold a special visioning meeting on 
March 13th.  
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Communications 

Ian Rule (12) 
 

Personnel 

Sandy Farlow (12) 
 

E-mail entire Board 

board@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Trustees meetings are 

held the third Tuesday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m. in  

Founders Hall. Members, 

friends and visitors are  

always welcome. 

                  

 
President’s Column           When Are You Called??                        Tom Reid 

I remember joining the Unitarian Society of New Haven in 1978 shortly after                 

recovering from a surgery that had frightened me --I thought I had some cancer, which 

turned out not to be true, thankfully. My twin daughters were about four years old and 

asking some questions of a spiritual nature.  “Hmm,” I thought, “Might be an                  

opportune time to look for a spiritual home.” Raised nominally Christian, my wife and 

I visited several Protestant Churches but nothing clicked. 

A dear friend suggested I look at a Unitarian Universalist Church to see what I thought. 

One visit and I was hooked. It was clear that I had found a family of doubters willing 

to draw from many traditions. Who knew such a group existed? 

I was grateful to attend and my daughters seemed to do well enough. We went to 

church on Sunday and made a pledge commensurate with our income and family          

responsibilities, I thought. I was moved by some services and the music. The children 

found some guidance supplemented by their parents on moral and spiritual topics. I 

was somewhat engaged…… 

Not unlike many families, I fear, when the girls reached adolescence and were actively 

involved in athletic and social activities, their interest in church waned. My wife was 

less inclined to go and leave them to their own devices but I continued on…for a while. 

Hmmm, not as fully connected as I thought. After a while, I also found myself taking 

breaks from attending. I still made my pledge but did not feel called to increase much, 

even though I could afford to by then. 

It was only after the girls left for college and I found myself single again that I went 

back looking for more than I had found before. I joined the choir, perhaps the most 

rewarding aspect of my spiritual life. Soon I realized that I was getting much more out 

of church than I ever had. Now, I felt called to be there! 

Something was nagging at me though… I was getting great benefit but realized I was 

out of balance. I was not giving enough of myself to be in balance. I needed to give 

more of my time and my resources to feel whole about my membership in that church. 

Carefully, I accepted a committee membership and then gradually, a committee chair, 

Board Membership, Officership. And I increased my pledge to a level of five percent 

of my income…a fair share. 

When I came to Texas in 2005, Community Church was in search of a Minister and I 

was leaving a church in Connecticut to which I was strongly bound, so I waited until 

there was a settled Minister here and then joined. You know what I joined first…the 

choir! Then gradually I realized again that I was getting more than I was giving, which 

never feels good to me. I knew what to do. Offer to serve, give of my resources…that’s 

what makes it all fit together! 

I am going to increase my pledge again this year, not just because I can but because I 

want to, I need to give as much of myself as the benefit I get and more. I hope you feel 

that way too! 

We can’t afford to be shy about asking for your time and your treasure. This the time 

of our Annual Budget Drive and we need your pledge…you need to give it too. 

        



 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  •   2875 E. Parker Rd., Plano, TX. 75074  •   972.424.8989 

 Page 4         March 2012 The COMMUNITY News 

Worship Programs 

worship@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Joan Mortensen (13) 

 

Sunday Services 

Elena Westbrook 

 

 

Ushers Coordinator 

Anita Van Ouwerkerk 

 

 

Interior Arts 

Lexie McGrane 

 

Caring Committee 

Caring @ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 
Cyn Blanco 

North Texas Association 

of Unitarian Universalist 

Societies (NTAUUS) 

CUUC Representatives 

NTAUUS@CommunityUU

Church.org,  

Celeste Kennedy 

Grace Morrison 

 

 UUSC Update 

• Focus on Environmental Justice, which includes the human right to               
sufficient, safe, affordable and accessible water.  After years of work by 
UUSC partners, Mexico recently approved a constitutional amendment that 
will guarantee every person in Mexico the right to water and sanitation. 

• March 22, 2012 is World Water Day.  Find out how you can participate at 
 http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/ 

• Upcoming JustWorks trips 

           A Civil Rights Journey  7/22/12 – 7/29/12  Application deadline is                  
 March 11.  An inspiring trip for ages 15-20, visiting sites and people of 
 significance in the U.S. civil-rights movement. 

           We Are One 4/20/12 – 4/23/12   Application deadline is March 10. 

                                5/25/12 – 5/28/12   Application deadline is April 10. 

            Service/learning trips to the U.S./Mexico border with UUSC partner               
   organization BorderLinks.  

            See www.uusc.org/justworks for more information and to apply. 

•      UUSC partner Restaurant Opportunities Centers United has released  
ROC National Diners’ Guide 2012: A Consumer Guide on the Working  Con-
ditions of American Restaurants.  Download it at http://actnow.uusc.org/site/
PageNavigator/Diners_Guide.html and support responsible restaurants. 

This is a brief review of what "Unitarian Universalists Hong 
Kong" (UUHK) has been doing in 2011.   

UUHK has just obtained formal Emerging Group status with the International 
Council of Unitarians and Universalists (ICUU).  In February 2012, our           
Treasurer Rev Silas Wong, also the minister of the only gay church in Hong 
Kong (Blessed Minority Christian Fellowship), will represent UUHK to attend 
the ICUU Conference in the Philippines. 

On January 16, we remembered Rev. Dr Martin Luther King.  From January 
through April, we have co-organized a series of four inter-faith dialogues on         
migrant workers in Hong Kong, concerning the rights of (mainly Philipino and  
Indonesian) domestic helpers.  In response to the devastating tsunami in          
Japan in March, we held, with other religious groups, a prayer gathering to 
support the people in Japan.  We helped co-organized the International Day 
Against Homophobia (IDAHO) in May.  We visited a famous Taoist temple, 
the Wong Tai Sin Temple, with a local interfaith network, the "Hong Kong  
Network on Religion & Peace."  In July, we paid a visit to a Quakers quiet     
worship. 

For regular UUHK meetings, we meet on the first Saturday of every month.  
After completing the "Building Your Own Theology" course in August, we 
started monthly worships led by a British interfaith minister (not UU) Peter 
Lloyd.  The themes for September through December were "Forgiveness," 
"Meaning of Life," "Death," and "Birth" respectively. 

                               (continued on page 9) 
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Social Action  

Programs 

UUSInAction@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Community Harvest          

Garden 

Samaritan Inn (Monthly     

dinner) 

Plano Make a                    

Difference Day                

Plano Food Pantries 

Love Where You Live 

MLK Celebration 

Dallas Area Interfaith 
 

CityHouse  

New Orleans Rebirth  
Program  

Chalice Circle  

 

Simple Living 

simpleliving@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Ona Tannehill 

 

Women's Alliance Game Night 
What’s your game? Scrabble, Tripoli, Dominoes, Boggle, Catch Phrase? Come 
for an evening of table games and conversation at the Women’s Alliance annual 
games gathering. We’ll have several choices and you can bring one, too. You 
can bring a snack to share, beverages will be provided. All women are welcome. 

Saturday, March 24 at 6:30 pm. 

Pam Reinke-Walter’s house. 

 Simple Living Chalice Circle  

Meeting time and place – The next meeting will be 11:00 a.m. Saturday        
March 10th, at Ona Tannehill’s home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to live deliberately.  We are currently          
reading Voices of Insight, edited by Sharon Salzberg. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill. Email simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org. 
 

Literary Ladies Book Club 

Join us Tuesday, March 13 to share and discuss The Tiger’s Wife by Tea 
Obreht.  After the death of her beloved grandfather, a young doctor            
navigates family history, folklore and love in a war-torn country. 

We’ll meet at the home of Suzie Nicholson.  Contact Suzie by Friday, 
Mar. 9 if you plan to attend. 

This group meets the second Tuesday of each month from 7 – 9 p.m. 
and welcomes women members and friends of Community UU 
Church.  Our April selection is An Eye for Glory: The Civil War Chronicles 
of a Citizen Soldier by Karl A. Bacon. Using first-hand accounts of the 
14th Connecticut Infantry, Karl Bacon has crafted a detailed, genuine and 
compelling novel on the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. Intensely           
personal and accurate to the times, culture, and tragedy of the Civil War, 
An Eye for Glory may change you in ways you could have never imagined 
as well. Amazon. 

The March Men's Fellowship Breakfast will be Saturday, the 17th, 8:30 AM 
at Poor Richards Cafe, 2442 K Avenue  Plano  If you plan to attend please let 
Bryan Bristol know by 6:00 PM on Friday, February 17.  Send an email either 
through Mens-Fellowship@egroups.churchdb.com or to 
bryan.bristol@yahoo.com 

If you see folks wearing maroon name tags, they are members of 
the Leadership Development Committee. The LDC incorporates, and  
expands, the responsibilities of the old nominating committee. 
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REactions!!         REactions!!           
Updates  -  Announcements  -  News  

What’s Going On For Children & Youth  

Director of  
Religious Education 

Kathy Smith 
dre@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education 

Board 

reboard@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chairperson 

Amanda Miller (13) 

 

Greg Hoare 

 

Dawn Graham 

 

Laura Eckert 

 

 

 

Young Religious  

Unitarian Universalists 

yruu@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

Coordinator 

Robin Coulonge 

 

 

Religious Education 

 

Quotes to Live By:   
“A child grows in faith and spirituality through a spiral  

that circles round upon itself many times before the child takes a giant leap forward.           

Understanding this back-and-forth nature of emotional and spiritual growth  

can be reassuring to parents who naturally feel frustration  

at the child who does not seem to ‘act her age.’  

It can also help to assuage any fears that the child is not developing normally.  

It is normal for a child to seem generous and giving one day and selfish the next.  

It’s all part of the evolving nature of the inner self.  

Thinking of the overall process and the growth that happens over a lifetime  

can help put these frustrating relapses into perspective…. 

What is right, what is fair, and what is just – these concepts are all intricately linked  

with beliefs about the meaning of life and the purpose of our existence.  

Since children (and even most adolescents) look to their parents  

first and foremost in shaping their morals, ethics, and spirituality,  

it behooves us to be intentional about sharing our beliefs with our children  

in order to shape their own developing sense of self.” 

~Michelle Richards~ 

It’s something to think about:   

How do you share your beliefs with your children? 

Family Events at CUUC in March 

Friday, March 2 and Saturday, March 3 - Spirit Play Training (San Antonio) 

Sunday, March 4 - 10:30 Worship/RE, 12:00 4-5 OWL, 12:00 4-5 Parent Meeting  

Friday, March 9 8a.m.-5p.m. and Saturday, March 10 8a.m.-3p.m. - Rummage Sale   

Sunday, March 11 - 10:30 Worship/No regular RE - Games Day! 

Sunday, March 18 - 10:30 Worship/RE 

Sunday, March 25 - 10:30 Worship/RE 

Friday, March 30 to Sunday, April 1 - North Texas Youth Rally  

North Texas Rally – Registration is up for the the North Texas Rally at the end of the 

month!  Go to SWUUC.org.  Pre-register online and then print out the paper copy for the 

DRE to sign.  Space is limited, so don't delay!  Open to registered RE students who are  

active in our congregation and in 9th-12th grade.  

Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-12 noon every Friday in the nursery.  If you have 

a young child, come join with other parents for playtime, support and companionship.  Our 

playgroup provides the opportunity for our youngest children and their families to get to 

know each other in a gentle, playful, fun and low-stress environment.  For details, contact 

John Elder. 

       (continued on page 7)                           
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Fellowship Group 

Bridge Group 

bridge@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Clint Burleson 

 

Circle Suppers 

circlesuppers@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Diana Behannesey 

 

 

Friday Flicks 

flicks@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org   
 

Alice Mayo  

 

First Friday Folksingers 

folksingers@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Charlie Battista 

 

Outdoor Adventure 

outdooradventure@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Dick Hildenbrand 

 

 
Hospitality Committee 

 

Cheri Remily 

 

Women’s Alliance 
women@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Barb Salvo 

Celeste Kennedy 

"For everyone's safety, children must be directly             
supervised by parents or guardians while using the         
playground." 

REactions!  (continued from page 6) 
 

 

Don’t Forget to Check Out Summer UU Opportunities! 

 

Families:  The first Social Justice General Assembly, Phoenix, Arizona, June 20-24.  

Incredible opportunity for UU adults and youth.  http://www.uua.org/ga/2012/

index.shtml 

SWUUSI, the SouthWest UU Summer Institute, July 22-27, Western Hills Guest Ranch, 

Oklahoma.  UU family summer camp. http://swuuc.org/pages/services/camps/

swuusi.php 

Youth:  SWUUC – the Southwest UU Conference – sleepaway camps at U-Bar-U.  Junior 

Camp, 7th-9th grade, July 8-14 and Senior Camp, 9th-12th grade, July 15-22.                      

http://swuuc.org/pages/services/camps.php 

Camp Murray, offered by First Unitarian Church in Oklahoma City, June 10-15.               

http://campmurray.org or email Ann McDermott at amcd56@sbcglobal.net 

Children:  SWUUC sleep-away camp at U-Bar-U.  Elementary camp, 3rd -6th grade.  

http://swuuc.org/pages/services/camps.php 

 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone            

(443-668-1336) from Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday          

afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency messages received during that time will 

be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and Thursday           

afternoons, or by appointment during other times.  This month I will be at Spirit Play 

Training in San Antonio on March 2 and 3 and at district training on March 30 and 31.  

During these times I will be available by cell phone and email, but my response time may 

be a little slower than usual! 

 

We recently received a check from the Tom Thumb Good Neighbor 
Program for $100.00. Thank to all you use this program.  
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Program Board 

programs@ 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 
 

Vice President–

Programs 

Cyn Blanco (12) 

Religious Education 

Amanda Miller (13) 

 

Membership 
Jay Hall 

(13) 

Worship 

Joan Mortensen (13) 

 

Social Action 

Nelah McComsey (12) 

 

Fellowship 
Lexie McGrane (12) 

 

Adult Enrichment 

Clifton Rule (12) 

Adult Enrichment 

Adult Education 
adultre@ 

CommunityUU-
Church.org 

Celeste Kennedy 
 

EarthSpirit 
earthspirit@ 

CommunityUU-
Church.org 

Janie McDermott 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
men@ 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 

John Elder 

 

 

Social Action News 

Common Read 

Be sure to join us on Sunday, March 11, for the discussion of the        
Common Read book  Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, 
the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation by Eboo Patel. Lexie McGrane 
will be leading our discussion so you won’t want to miss it! 

Acts of Faith is a stirring story of a young man’s search for identity and 
mission in the modern world. If you haven’t read the book yet, you can 
still purchase the paperback for $10.24 from Amazon.com or bn.com. For 
those who use electronic readers, the book is available in Kindle and 
Nook electronic editions. Get your copy and be ready to join in our         
discussion following the morning service on Sunday, March 11! 

UUA General Assembly to focus on Justice! 

General Assembly will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, this year (June 
20 – 24) and will focus on social justice issues. This will be an opportunity 
for UUs to raise their voices together for human rights in Arizona and 
elsewhere and to learn more about the issues. Several from our                 
community are already planning to attend! Early registration begins 
March 1. For more information, go to http://www.uua.org/ga/ 

Great American Cleanup 

Our church has supported the City of Plano’s Great American cleanup in 
the past by cleaning Oak Point Park. The Cleanup is scheduled this year 
for March 1 – May 31 and groups can schedule a cleanup at any time 
during that period. If you or your group would like to take this on as a   
project sometime during March, April, or May, please contact Nelah 
McComsey nelahm@verizon.net . 

 
Time to plan for New Orleans Rebirth Project this summer! 

Dick Hildenbrand is looking for feedback from those interested in           
participating in our trip to New Orleans this summer to help rebuild the 
city. For more information, contact Dick at                                              
neworleans@communityuuchurch.org 

Passover Family Seder 

Watch for more details on our annual Passover Family Seder to be held at the 
church in Founders Hall at 6 pm on Saturday April 7, 2012.  Matzoh ball soup 
and haroses and matzoh will be provided.  Each family needs to bring a dish to 
share and we are looking for someone willing to lead the service (we have 
adapted the Haggadah).  Please let Anne Smith or Lexie McGrane know if 
you plan to attend and the number of folks.  
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Committee on 

Ministry 
 

Ona Tannehill, Chair 

Bev Fleming 

Gary Sharpsteen 

Leadership  

Development                  

Committee 

nomcom@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 
 

Seana Saxon (13) 

Stephanie James (13) 

Alice Mayo (14) 

Lolisa Laenger 

John Elder 

Gary Sharpsteen 

Mary Jennings 

 

 

 

 

Capital Improvement 

Committee 

Bill Daffinee, Chair 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall - 7:00 PM 

March 9 - THE HELP - 2011. By the time we see this film we will know who won 
the Oscar.  It is nominated for Best Picture, Best Actress for Viola Davis, Best 
Supporting Actress for Jessica Chastain or Octavia Spencer. The #1 New York 
Times best seller by Kathryn Stockett comes to vivid life through the powerful per-
formances of a phenomenal ensemble cast. 

THE HELP is an inspirational, courageous and empowering story about very           
different, extraordinary women in the 1960's South who build an unlikely                  
friendship around a secret writing project - one that breaks society's rules and 
puts them all at risk.  Filled with poignancy, humor and hope, THE HELP is a 
timeless, universal and triumphant story about the ability to create change. 

March 23 - THE GOLD RUSH - 1925. Charles Chaplin, The Tramp, goes to the 
Klondike in search of gold and finds it and more. 

Charlie Chaplin is the Lone Prospector who goes to Klondike, Alaska in search of 
gold.  There he meets and falls in love with beautiful Georgia.  You will see the 
"dancing rolls", and "shoe-eating" scene, and watch Charlie on the dance floor.  
Chaplin also composed the music to this film.  Chaplin realized that every good 
comedy has a little tragedy.  He could make us laugh and he could make us cry, 
maybe both of those at the same time. 

This is a brief review of what "Unitarian Universalists Hong Kong" (UUHK) 
has been doing in 2011.  (continued from page 4) 

UUHK has three subgroups: a Christian Fellowship, a Humanist Group, and a 
Buddhist Sangha.  Throughout 2011, the Christian Fellowship held a year-long 
reading club, reading a Chinese book "Christian Right."  Each chapter of that 
book is written by a locally well-known scholar or activist.  We managed to invite 
them to address in our gatherings.  The video recordings of their speeches (in 
Cantonese) can be found at our website uuhk.org > Videos > PCF Videos.              
The Humanist Group, starting August, has monthly gatherings with a local              
ex-Christian online group to, eg, view videos of Richard Dawkins.  The Buddhist 
Sangha is largely inactive; though, she will join a visit to Thich Nhat Hanh's 
"Asian Institute of Applied Buddhism" on 8 January 2012. 

The Partner Church relationship with the Plano Church is very valuable to us.  
Thanks to Dr Jian Li, the first UU book that has been translated into Chinese 
language is perhaps the "ABCs for UU."  We wish to apply grants to translate 
and publish more UU materials in Chinese language, a language being used by 
1/7 of world's population.  The first priorities in mind are the UUA pamphlets 
"The Faith of a UU Christian," "The Faith of a UU Humanist," "The Faith of a UU 
Buddhist," "UU Views of God," "UU Views of the Bible," "UU Views of Jesus," 
UUA books "The Unitarian Universalist Pocket Guide" and "A Chosen Faith," 
and William Murry's books "Reason and Reverence" and "Becoming More Fully 
Human."  We look forward to exploring further with our partner church how to 
introduce UUism and religious humanism to Chinese communities. 
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UU Website Links 

Community Unitarian 

Universalist Church 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 

 

UUA—Unitarian  

Universalist              

Association 

www.uua.org 

 

UUSC—Unitarian  

Universalist Service 

Committee 

www.uusc.org 

 

SWUUC—Southwest  

District  

www.swuuc.org 

 

NTAUUS 

Community Website 

Links 

Collin County              

Interfaith 
 

www.setonparish.org/

Outreach/pai.htm 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

South Collin County TX  

(Habitat for Humanity 

SCCTX) 
 

www.Habitat-scc.org 

 

Habitat ReStore of 

SCCTX 

 

www.restore.habitat-

                          ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  - SPRING 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout 

the year. Each evening, classes begin at 7 p.m. and end no later than 9 p.m.                    

CHILDCARE is available for all classes. 

Mondays: 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule. Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the 

nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-observation and introspec-

tion. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the 

backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or 

as a practiced mediator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion 

but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in 

the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, ques- tions and answers, 

group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow to-

gether."  

Wednesdays: 

Body Positive: How we can Reject the Myth of Ideal Beauty and Embrace a Healthy 

Attitude toward Ourselves and Our Bodies - Susan Bradley 

In this course learn about the importance of promoting positive body image in ourselves 

and in our children. We will examine and debunk the Western beauty ideal, define positive 

and negative body image, and explore the impact of body image on people’s mental             

well-being. In addition, we will discuss methods and programs that can help build body 

satisfaction in adults and children. All of the information presented will be based on            

current literature and a suggested reading list will be provided. While much of this course 

will focus on girls’ and women’s issues, anyone who attends should find the topic relevant 

and interesting. Participants are encouraged to attend all four sessions as each topic will 

build upon the topic(s) previously discussed. 

March 7, Session I: Screening of America the Beautiful by Darryl Roberts (2009) 

Watch an award-winning documentary that examines the topics we will cover in class         

including the Western beauty ideal, body image, and eating disorders. You can view the 

trailer for the documentary at americathebeautifuldoc.com/original/ 

March 14, Session 2: Body Image and the Western Ideal of Beauty 

Engage in an in-depth discussion of how the myth of ideal beauty influences body image 

development. 

March 21, Session 3: Body Image and Mental Well-Being 

Explore how negative body image can impact one’s mental well-being. Disordered eating 

and eating disorders will be discussed. 

March 28, Session 4: Prevention 

Learn about specific methods and programs that can act as preventatives against the          

development of negative body image.  

                                                                                 (continued on insert) 
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 January showed a total income under budget of $3,109 primarily due to the 
delay of the service auction which will catch up in February.  January            
expenses were over-budget by $1,691 mainly due to timing of expenses,         
resulting in a net income of $4,800 under budget.  The YTD income is under 
budget by $28,795 due to approximately $18K of timing issues and $11K of 
people moving or leaving the church, which needs to come from other 
sources. YTD expenses are under budget ($5K) bringing the YTD net income 
in deficit by $23,562.  Since $18K of this deficit could be caught up by the end 
of the fiscal year, there is still over $11K of budgeted income that needs to 
come from other sources, be they additional pledges, rental income or other 
sources. The Service Auction was very successful, meeting our budget, but 
meeting our annual budget of a deficit of $11K still puts us at $22K short of 
breaking even (which means that we at least have enough income to cover 
our expenses this fiscal year ending in May 2012).  Janice Hildenbrand, 

The financial information below is from our Profit and Loss Statement for  

January 2011. 
 

 
Offering Income Actual Budgeted

Pledged Offering $19,785.77 $20,017.00

Loose Offerings/Basket $1,631.00 $1,250.00

New Pledges $0.00 $520.00

Total Offering Income $21,416.77 $21,787.00

Income & Expense Report

January 2012 % of yr: 66.67%

2011-2012 % Total

Income YTD Annual Budget Budget

Offering Income $21,416.77 $148,387.23 $229,022.00 64.79%

Fundraisers $632.00 $6,999.07 $24,900.00 28.11%

Building Usage $2,476.00 $19,206.72 $35,000.00 54.88%

Misc. Income $145.00 $8,860.03 $11,302.00 78.39%

   Total Income $24,669.77 $183,453.05 $300,224.00 61.11%

2011-2012 % Total

Expenses YTD Annual Budget Budget

Administration $4,161.22 $28,917.21 $40,993.00 70.54%

Program/Worship $2,856.06 $19,380.25 $28,745.00 67.42%

Religious Education $4,210.56 $37,043.74 $56,031.80 66.11%

Facilities $6,697.32 $49,965.82 $75,277.00 66.38%

Income Generating Exp $728.38 $2,012.33 $2,850.00 70.61%

Ministry $6,870.99 $56,870.22 $90,509.04 62.83%

Denomination $3,433.70 $3,433.70 $17,420.00 19.71%

Payroll Expense $0.00 $970.23 $0.00 0.00%

$28,958.23 $198,593.50 $311,825.84 63.69%

Net Income/(Loss) ($4,288.46) ($15,140.45) ($11,601.84) 130.50%
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The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed 
to Members and Friends of this 
church. Visitors who complete a 

visitor card receive issues for three 
months. To continue receiving 

issues, sign the “Welcome Back” 
book on each visit. Others may 

subscribe for an annual donation of 
$25.00. 

The editor encourages and 
appreciates submissions and          

on-time submissions are especially 
delightful. The Community News is 

published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any 
news item submitted for The 

Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and 
brevity. 

Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours     

• Minister - The Rev. Patrick Price  
  Monday is the Minister’s Sabbath (renewal time) available for emergencies only 
  Tuesday - Thursday  12:00 Noon - 4:00 p.m. 
  Friday is for reflection, study and writing. Other times by appointment. Please contact 
  Rev. Price for appointments and scheduling information.  
 

• Director of Religious Education - Kathy Smith    

  Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., other times by appointment. 
    
• Music Director - Christopher Wolff  

    

• Church Secretary - Connie Meints   
   [Church office closed on Monday]            
   Tuesday 9a.m. - 3p.m.                                      
   Wednesday 9a.m. - 2:30p.m. 
   Thursday 9a.m. - 2:30p.m.  
   Friday 9a.m - Noon  
    

    

 

 

 

Deadline for the March newsletter submissions: March 16th, 2012. 

Submit to newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org.     
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(continued from page  10) 

Thursdays: 

Spirit in Practice introduces UUs to eight spiritual disciplines that help connect us with the sacred ground of our  

being, however we understand it.  Each week we will experience a different spiritual practice and then talk about it 

might fit into our lives.  Join Rev. Patrick Price and DRE Kathy Smith in Room F, Thursday nights, 7-9 p.m.          

beginning February 16.  You need not attend all classes in the session - so if you'd like to join, you still 

can!  Free.  Childcare provided.  

Adventures in Religion - Part III – Philosophy of Religion- Don Fielding 

In any “Community Church,” there are a variety of ways members can participate in that community.  In our church 

there are Sunday morning worship services and activities ranging from Friday Flicks (movies) and Circle Suppers to 

covenant groups and social action. An excellent option, and one that is often an attraction for new members, friends 

and interested visitors, is participation in one of our informative and engaging Adult Religious Education 

classes.  Our ongoing Adventures in Religion program is a good example. 

The Rev. Don Fielding (a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of the church) offers this program, 

which is a series of video/discussion courses.  The program is composed of videos of half hour lectures produced by 

some of the nation’s top instructors.  In the last three years we have worked our way through courses on Islam, Early 

Christianity, Skeptics and Believers, and Comparative Religion.  We have just begun a new course entitled The         

Philosophy of Religion.  Topics include: What is Philosophy?; What is Religion?; How is the word “God” Generally 

Used?; What is Knowledge?; What Kinds of Evidence Count?; Why Argue for the Existence of God?. 

Individual sessions range from one to two hours long with ample opportunities to ask questions and/or express            

opinions about the topics explored in the videos. Rev. Fielding says, “This is a great way to learn about religion in 

general and about individual religions in particular.  Yes, it is an adventure, but we have lots of fun and fellowship in 

the process.” 

Consider attending on Thursday evenings.  Join us in the Annex Building adjacent to the church, and begin a whole 

new kind of adventure in religion.  At the same time, you will get to know some of our church members and friends 

and experience one of the ways we pursue our “quest for truth.” The class begins at 7:00 pm 

Mar. 1st – What Constitutes Good Evidence? 

Mar. 8th -     *** BREAK *** 

Section C – Can Reason Tell Us? 

Mar. 15th – Why Argue for the Existence of God? 

Mar. 22nd – How Ontological Argument Works 

Mar. 29th – Why Ontological Argument is Said to Fail 
 

Inner Path Walkers Interest Group  

Inner Path Walkers is an interest group whose purpose is to provide a venue for sharing, mutual support, and            

facilitation among participants who are actively pursuing inner journeys as a part of their spiritual path.  The term 

"Inner Journeys" is being used generically to also include a variety of paths and frameworks sometimes referred to as 

Shamanism, Inner Guidance, Pathworking, Active Meditation, Channeling, and Guided Visualization.  In all cases 

Inner Path Walkers is provided for those members whose spiritual path involves going inward, using imagination 

within an altered state of consciousness, in such a manner that it results in a dialogue with autonomous entities           

perceived using inner senses and in the process receiving higher levels of understanding and/or guidance than is         

obtainable through normal levels of awareness.  

We meet on the 2nd Saturday each month from 10-12 noon in the Annex, room G.  If you have any questions,           

contact Clyde Grauke.  Supporting background information is also available on innerpath-

walker.wordpress.com. 


