
 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church 
Nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives 

Why Pledge? 
For yourself: For the knowledge that you are helping to support this community and make 
possible the worship services, classes, service opportunities and friendships you enjoy here. For your 
spiritual growth. For the satisfaction of helping to ensure our staff are compensated fairly. To 
strengthen your habits of generosity and gratitude.  

For the community:  To enable Community UU’s leadership to plan effectively for next 
year, sustain lifespan religious education and spiritual development, help those in our community 
who are treated unfairly or struggle financially, pay staff fairly, and maintain a comfortable building. 
To accomplish our mission! 

Occasional gifts, as welcome as they are, just don’t sustain the work of this 
church.  We need your commitment. And you need it, too — you’ll feel the difference when you 
put up your stake and say, “Building this community is important to me and my family.” 

 

What’s with the whole “Pledging” thing? We’re not public radio. 

No, but like public radio, we rely on the generosity and investment of our community. Here’s how it 
works:  

 Every spring, we ask our members to make a commitment for how much they will give over the 
next fiscal year (June-May). Some members will meet with a “visiting steward” who can answer 
their questions or help them explore options. Then everyone submits a membership 
renewal/annual pledge form, either online or on paper. 

 At the same time, the finance committee is consulting with staff and leaders to figure out how 
much we need for the next year.   

 The Board then reconciles the budget requests with our projected revenue and makes 
recommendations for spending. (If pledges are low, then we have to cut expenses, programs or 
even staff.) 

 The congregation reviews the detailed budget, discusses it, and then votes to approve (or 
modify) the budget at our May congregational meeting.  

 Members pay their pledges by automated bill-pay, pre-scheduled deductions (ACH), credit card, 
or check. 

 The treasurer sends out quarterly statements and an annual donation summary you can use to 
prepare your taxes.  


