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The 

Community News 
 November 2014 

OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 

November Sunday Services           
Theme  -  Covenant 

 

November 2 - “Annual All Souls 
Worship and Celebration”      Rev. 
Patrick Price. Please feel free to 
bring small pictures and/or 
artifacts of our beloved dead to 
place on the altar table, as we 
remember and celebrate our lives 
together. The Fall Congregational 
meeting will follow the service. 

November 9 –Worship In the Park 

November 16- “More Than a 
Promise ” - Rev. Patrick Price      

November 23 - “Incubators for 
the Beloved Community”   Rev. 
Patrick Price. 

November 30— Guest Speaker—
Rev. Tony Lorenzen  
 

*12:15 p.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
fourth Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children and 
Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Literary Ladies Book 
Club 

4 

 God’s Pantry 7 

 Women’a Alliance 8 

 New Member 
Spotlight 

Insert 
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Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  

www.communityuuchurch.org  
e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

The Service Auction Needs You 

There are several things we need to make our biggest fundraiser of the year 
a success. We need you, and there are several of you that we’re looking for. 
We need both vegetarians and carnivores to consume the delicious Italian 
dinner that will be prepared for us. We need Table Hosts to go crazy with 
decorating the tables in a Classic Movies theme, and possibly convince their 
table attendees to dress up in that theme. We need people to laugh and 
eat  at those tables, to enjoy the bidding competition going on around 
them, and to do some bidding themselves. We need people to observe the 
silent auctions, and marvel just a bit at what it is that can actually be bid on. 

We also need items and services to auction off. We need donations to flesh 
out the docket and make it wonderfully interesting. It is an auction and a 
fundraiser, after all. In years past, there have been tasty food baskets, music 
lessons, electronics, modern appliances, tutoring for fiction writing, musical 
instruments, art work, handyman services, and a lot more. Things I’ve 
never thought of putting into an auction, along with plenty of things I do 
expect. Every year, I’ve always been interested in what has been put up. 

But in order to have a successful auction and raise money for a community 
we believe in, we need more donations. So far our fundraisers have come in 
ahead of expectations. Let’s keep the ball rolling by donating, and then by 
signing up and coming on out. You will enjoy yourself more than you 
think, and it goes towards a community committed to our shared values. 

To save the date, mark out Saturday, Nov. 15th on your calendars, and it 
will be held here at the church, located at 2875 East Parker Road, Plano, 
Texas 75074. 

To sign up to attend, become a table host, or most especially to donate, 
either contact Barb Salvo or email 
serviceauction@communityuuchurch.org. Let’s make this our biggest 
auction yet! 

Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday, November 2nd. Set your clocks 
BACK ONE HOUR Saturday, November 1st.  
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Every Sunday morning one of our worship associates leads the congregation in reciting together the 
Community Church’s covenant:      

Love is the spirit of this church and service is its law. 

This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, 

To seek the truth in freedom, and to help one another.  

But before this unison sharing, the worship associate explains that we are a non-creedal church; a covenantal 
church, and that we are bound together by a shared and mutual covenant.  What does that mean? 

Covenants in their very nature embody basic theological understandings we hold as Unitarian Universalists.  
First, we have free will to make sense of and express our understanding our relationships with each other and 
that which we consider of ultimate importance.   Secondly, we each have value in and of ourselves which must 
be recognized and respected by each other through our obligations to each other individually and collectively.   
Third, our emphasis on the ways we will be with each other as a process, and not just as a means to an end, is a 
manifestation of our understanding that existence is incremental and constantly evolving.  And, consequently, we 
do not know what will happen in the future and that revelation and possibility are not closed or preordained.  
We can assume neither damnation nor utopian progress, but have hope and optimism in the limitless 
possibilities of existence. 

Through our covenants we call each other into free and responsible commitment to build the common good. 
The Rev. Robert Latham adds, 

Since covenant involves a pledge to make purpose reality, it is a commitment of the heart.  And all human resources follow the heart's 
lead.  The non-creedal congregation has no ground of authority except its covenant....   The centrality of covenant in the non-creedal 
religion's life is the source of its strength and power behind its social witness.  As such, it is the sine qua non of Unitarian 
Universalist existence. 

Liberalism, especially religious liberalism, is identified by an emphasis and commitment to the philosophy of 
process.  For us as religious liberals, the ends do not justify the means, and in fact the ends only have the 
integrity which the means bring to them.   It is important to live our covenant with each other, to bring greater 
integrity to our various relationships and to the ends we achieve together.  "While purpose calls for an 
empowerment of its vision, covenant empowers its vision with commitment." (Latham) 

As a congregation and as a faith, it is through our covenants that we call each other into a free and responsible 
commitment to build our common good.  We are being observed by many both inside our faith movement and 
the larger community to see what we will do with our potentials to influence the nature and shape of the North 
Texas’ religious landscape for the foreseeable future.  If we take seriously our liberal ideals and principles of 
covenantal community as a way of living and being in the world, then to make real and concrete these 
covenantal ideals in this congregation and the larger community is not only desirable, but it necessary for the 
very manifestation and ongoing embodiment of the Beloved Community we aspire to foster and to be in the 
world.        See you in church. Blessings, Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  “We Covenant…”                           

Deadline for the December newsletter is Friday, November 14.  
Email your articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  
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Are you ready for the biggest party of the year?  
 

It’s Service Auction time! Saturday, November 15th, is “A Night at the Movies” -- our biggest fundraiser and the 
most fun you’ll have at church all year.  So, what do you need to know?  
 

• The service auction is a catered dinner where each table has an individual theme and table host.  We’re 
having Italian this year – lasagna (meat or veggie), salad and bread. Wine is available, and table hosts 
provide dessert. You’ll buy a ticket that covers the cost of dinner and gets you in for all the fun. 

• This year’s theme is “Classic Movies,” and every table will be designed around the theme of, well, a 
classic movie.  

• It’s also a silent auction, with all kinds of handmake items, gift baskets, tickets to concerts and plays, 
restaurant gift certificates and more for you to buy – get great deals and help the church at the same 
time. 

• There’s a live auction, too – with celebrity auctioneers Charlie Battista and Tom Reid, who were great 
fun last year! Charlie’s returning from his summer in Boston just in time. These two are our own Tom 
and Ray, or Smothers Brothers, or comedy duo of your choice.  

• Live auction items include lots of parties, like the famous annual Garden Party, the second edition of 
Lexie’s fabulous Downton Abbey premiere party – complete with British tea and scones, possibly another 
Oktoberfest, scenic vacations, and more.  

• Bidding and paying is made easy! Each family has an auction paddle you’ll use to bid for both live and 
silent auction items. Everything gets totalled up and you can pay out on Sunday after church … no need 
to wait in line on Saturday night. 

• Yes, we offer free childcare, complete with a meal for the kids.  
 

Barb Salvo is taking table reservations, and Lexie McGrane is our Master Organizer. If you have questions, 
they’re the ones to ask.  
 

If no one has personally invited you yet, then I’m inviting you:  Please come!  
 

You can buy tickets online at http://communityuuchurch.org/pages/service_auction -- or go to the 
homepage, go to the Events menu, and select Service Auction. On that page, you can make your reservations, 
review the schedule for the evening, see a list of items in the auction, and submit your own item for sale.  
 

Getting very excited about this one …. and looking forward to seeing everyone there!  
 
Brightest blessings, 
Elena Westbrook 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

President’s Column  

A Legacy for the Future – Planned Giving 

Each individual that chooses to leave a legacy for the church has their own reasons.  It may be to help carry on 
a program that they feel is especially important.  It may serve as a memorial for families or family members.  
Helping the church to thrive in a financially challenging era is another option.  Others may find that a deferred 
gift may be a practical way to supplement other forms of stewardship.  As a result of this gift, some may find 
that there are estate or other tax advantages.  Whatever the reason, the church is ready to help you achieve 
your goal.  Information and guidance is available to those that would like to demonstrate their commitment 
with a long term gift.  A brochure is now available in the foyer and also on the church web site that can help 
those that are interested in learning more.  A personal contact with Chet Smith, is also a means to initiate a 
conversation about your interest. 
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October, 2014 

Thanks for your donations for 
Barron! 

All of you were very generous with 
your donations for the health supplies 
drive. We delivered 290 boxes of 
tissues, 44 bottles of hand sanitizer, 
and 55 containers of Clorox wipes. 
The administrators and teachers at 
Barron were extremely grateful for the 
donations! 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
November 8, at 11. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Contact Ona Tannehill 
at Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org for 
location. 
 
Another way to help the recently 
homeless in our community 

Do you have home furnishings, 
appliances, or kitchen items that you 
need to get rid of? A number of our 
members have made donations to the 
BedStart Ministry in Plano, which 
provides home furnishings for 
individuals and families who are in 
need, especially those who have just 
graduated from a homeless shelter 
program and are setting up new 
apartments. Please keep them in mind 
if you have items that they could use. 
For more information, see 
bedstart.org. They will also pick up 
your large items. (By the way, the 
director of BedStart is Doug Nickols, 
son of our own members Sam & 
Sharon Nickols. For pickup of items, 
e-mail Doug. 

 
Women’s Alliance Hobby Swap 
Date: Saturday, December 6 
Time: 2-5 p.m. 
Location: Founders Hall 
Bring: A prop, photo, or tool that will 
help you tell about a hobby you enjoy. 

 

 

Optional: materials to teach others about 
your hobby. 
Enjoy 
• Relaxing in the company of friends.  
• Meeting new friends. Drinking tea 

and munching nibbles.  
• Dabbling in a new hobby.  
 

RSVP to Deb Bliss by Thursday, 
December 4 . 
 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall  

7pm 
 

November 14 - And Then There Were 
None - 1945 

In this adaptation of Agatha Christie's 
classic murder mystery "Ten Little 
Indians," an enigmatic, unknown host 
invites 10 strangers to a remote island 
mansion, where the guests discover 
there's a killer among them.  The cast 
headed by Barry Fitzgerald and Walter 
Huston, begins to shrink one by one, 
keeping the audience guessing until the 
credits roll.  Director Rene Clair delivers 
a stimulating dose of suspense to 
Christie's work. 

November 21 - The Lunch Box - 2013 

When the city of Mumbai's eerily reliable 
lunch box delivery service erroneously 
sends a meal prepared by a young 
housewife to a lonely widower on the 
brink of retirement, the mistake ignites an 
exchange of notes and mutual fantasy 
between them.  Described as a defining 
film in the history of Indian Cinema. 

Congregational Meeting – Childcare 
and Coming of Age Lunch!  On 
Sunday, November 2, there will be a 
congregational meeting following the 
service.  You’ll want to be there!  To 
make it easy for busy families to attend, 
Community UU Church offers a hot 
lunch (a fundraiser for the Coming of 
Age program) and free childcare.  We 
provide comfortable, nurturing care for 
our younger children and games/special 
activities for our older children.  Don’t 
miss it! 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: November 18 

Location: Valerie Gome’s 
home.  Contact Valerie by November 
14 if you plan to attend. 

Selection: Black Swan Green by David 
Mitchell  The Boston Globe reviewer 
writes: Mitchell has created one of the most 
endearing, smart, and funny young narrators ever 
to rise up from the pages of a novel.  The always 
fresh and brilliant writing will carry readers back 
to their own childhoods.  This enchanting novel 
makes us remember exactly what it was like.  

Date: Dec. 16 

Location: Suzie Nicholson’s home. 

Selection: NF - The Sixth Extinction: 
An Unnatural History by Elizabeth 
Kolbert – A major book about the future of 
the world, blending intellectual and natural 
history and field reporting into a powerful account 
of the mass extinction unfolding before our eyes. 
Amazon 
 

Service Auction – Classic Movie 
Moments!  Saturday, November 15, 6 
p.m.  While the adults enjoy the service 
auction, there will be a special program 
for children, with movies, games and 
crafts on the theme “Classic Movie 
Moments”.  Lots of fun for everyone!   
 

Did you know that NTUUC is a 
beneficiary of the United Way? 

It's a great way to support Unitarian 
Universalism while participating in the 
United Way campaign at your workplace. 

We are listed with GuideStar as North 
Texas Unitarian Universalist 
Congregations 
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Quotes to Live By 
Differences create nothing … and everything. 

Rob Keithan and Rev. Jan Taddeo 
Facilitators for Professional Day at LREDA Fall Conference 2014 

       
Who Are Our Neighbors?  

A Different Take on Diversity 
 

Some questions are really hard to answer.  “Why do some people look different from me?”  “Why doesn’t my friend 
celebrate the same holidays we do?”  “Why do people from fill-in-the-blank-with-another-cultural-group think that it’s okay to fill-
in-the-blank-with-practice-the-child-doesn’t-understand?”   
 

These are all “teachable moments” – pivotal times when information or insight can change the way a person thinks.  How 
do you answer?  As Unitarian Universalists, we seek to create a world with peace, liberty and justice for all.  But sometimes 
how to get there isn’t quite as clear as the goal.    
 

The intercultural approach to diversity is all about creating shared meaning across cultural contexts.  But we can’t expect 
our children – or ourselves – to leap into this without some learning along the way.  What if we look at this in the same 
way we look at faith development, with recognizable stages which are predictable yet fluid?  If we look at cultural 
development as a continuum, we might call these stages denial, polarization, minimization, acceptance and adaptation.   
 

Children (and grown-ups) in the denial stage don’t see differences, seek out the familiar, believe their culture is the only 
reality, and move through the world without awareness of differences – for better or worse!  To gently stretch this world 
view, begin to introduce awareness of different cultures, perhaps with posters of children from different places or 
conversations about other family’s holiday celebrations.   
 

People who are “polarizing” are looking at the world as “us and them”.  They may see their culture as “better” or may envy 
other cultures as more rich or exciting.  There’s frequently an element of anger or fear.  To begin to open up this world 
view, help them look for commonalities between people rather than focusing on differences.  Begin to talk about the risks 
of stereotypes and generalities.   
 

People who are “minimizing” say things like “deep down we’re all the same”.  They over-emphasize commonality and 
similarity.  Other cultures aren’t seen as threatening and people aren’t put down.  However, people who think this way will 
also tend to use their own cultural lens as a reference without being aware they are doing so.  To expand this world view, 
begin to put your family’s culture in context of other cultures.  Introduce the idea that our culture frames what we think is 
“normal” or “okay”, and that to assume that everyone else frames “normal” in the same way actually (although 
unintentionally) devalues the other person.   
 

Acceptance and Adaptation, the last two places on the continuum, sound similar but are not the same.  People who are 
“accepting” recognize cultural patterns and understand that behavior and values exist in cultural contexts.  You can gently 
support growth in this area by practice, practice, practice!  Encourage curiosity.  Learn about other cultures in their own 
context and how to participate by shifting your own behavior.  Practice what to do when you make a mistake (i.e., don’t be 
defensive, be open to other people’s interpretations).  Work on understanding that there may not be a “right answer”.  
Begin to build the ability to maintain a commitment to individual ethics in the face of relativity – something that doesn’t 
come without a lot of practice and talk about how to include someone else and stay true to yourself at the same time.    
 

People who are “adapting” have the ability to shift perspective, to analyze situations through another’s cultural references 
while maintaining their own identity and values.  They can look at the big picture, apply their knowledge across multiple 
cultures, and think in terms of the Platinum Rule (do unto others as they would have you do).  It takes empathy, 
curiosity, the ability to live in ambiguity, flexibility, courage and resiliency. It’s not a place children and teens usually 
get to without doing a lot of thinking and growing – which is, after all, something that we as Unitarian Universalist adults 
encourage on a lifelong basis! 

                                  (continued on page 6) 

Religious Education 
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Religious Education (continued from page 5) 
Last month, I attended the LREDA Fall Conference – the yearly professional conference for the Liberal Religious Educators 
Association.  This year our professional days included 12 hours of training on intercultural competency titled “Who Are Our 
Neighbors?”  I am excited about sharing some of what I learned with parents, teachers and other adults in congregational life . 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sat. 11/1 – Spirit Play Training, all day (CUUC)  
Sun. 11/2 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am. 
Sun. 11/2 – Congregational Meeting, 12 noon 
Fri. 11/7 – RE Board Meeting, 7 pm. (please note different time!) 
Sun. 11/9 – Worship, 10:30 am. – Worship in the Park (no RE) 
Sat. 11/15 – Service Auction “Classic Movies” (special program for children) 
Sun. 11/16 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am. 
Sun. 11/23 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am. (Children’s Chapel K-7) 

Community News 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 
Your Community Garden has donated almost a ton and a half of fresh, organic produce so far this year!  We 
are beginning to harvest winter greens along with peppers and okra.   

We’ve noticed an abundance of voles (field mice), so we’re trying a couple different ways of discouraging them.  
Perhaps the most noticeable to the casual visitor are “Babble Balls” – brightly colored balls that make noise 
when you bump them, which are placed along paths or burrows.  So if you see a plastic ball in the garden, it’s 
meant to be there!   

If you would like to learn more about the Community Garden, come out and chat with us any Sunday after 
church.  Visitors are also welcome at the monthly socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  
Contact Deb Bliss for location and more information.     

Until next month – Your Community Garden Correspondent 

 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

Around the world 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water.  Over 2 million children each year 
die because of dehydration.  Your gifts help UUSC address water issues in many places around the world. 

We help many people locally to help meet their need for food through our church garden.  UUSC developed 
special gardens in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake, as well as helping with food production in many other places. 

Conversations around our own tables provide an opportunity to be aware of the precarious situation of others.  
Regardless of our age, there is something we can do to offer life sustaining support and resources to those in 
need. Then others become our guests at our tables.  Through the Stories of Hope booklet, we connect with leaders 
throughout the world who are working hard for human rights in partnership with UUSC  

This is the time to share your “Guest at Your Table” gifts with the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  
Please be sure to pick up your Stories of Hope booklet,  the program runs from October 31 thru Thanksgiving, 
November 27.. Any gift of $125.00 or more will be matched dollar for dollar.  You can double the value of your 
gift.  Gifts of any amount are needed and will be appreciated.  Make checks payable to UUSC with the notation 
Guest at Your Table, and place in the weekly offering or send to the church office. -- Sam Nickols – 
Denominational Representative 
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Community News  

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Nominations for the Sixth Annual NTUUC Recognition Awards 

Deadline for nominations is December 8, 2014. Awards will be presented at the NTUUC Awards Luncheon, at 
the UU Church of Oak Cliff, January 31, 2015, speaker Rev. Christine Tata. 
 

Awards are designed to recognize and honor those who contribute to Unitarian Universalism and our congregations 
in North Texas. To identify role models and Best Practices across NTUUC, and to make visible the contributions of 
our congregations to the wider communities. 
 

The Marty Robinson Award for Volunteers.  
The Ruth Clark Award for Staff Members.  
The Robert Raible Award for Ministers.  
 

Nominations may be made by individuals or congregations, by Youth and Adults. 
 

For background and submission information, please visit www.ntuuc.org/awards.shtml. Recipients are requested 
to attend the Awards Luncheon. 

Success story – God’s Pantry/Community Unitarian Universalist Church 

For thirteen years God’s Food Pantry served Plano as the only pantry open to all and with help available once a week. The 
other local pantries require proof of residence, employment or citizenship and are open once a month. This screening is 
required by the North Dallas Food Bank. God’s Food Pantry relies on donations only and has a policy of feeding all in 
need. 

Early this year God’s Food Pantry faced closure. The founder and Executive Director, Linda White, died. The Board of 
Directors resigned due to lack of confidence in the proposed new Pantry management and donated the freezers to 
another pantry.  The new property manager would not renew their lease because of the lines of people in front of the 
pantry.  The Plano Health Department rejected their remaining equipment. The Pantry had to change the name to God’s 
Pantry and apply for a new nonprofit status. 

A small core of volunteers and donors refused to give up on the only food pantry in East Plano open to everyone. They 
went to work on each issue. A new Board of Directors was formed. After some negotiations, the property owners 
reinstated their lease. Our Church donated their first commercial freezer.  This satisfied the Health Department concerns 
and allowed the Pantry to accept donations from restaurants and grocery stores. It also increased the amount of nutritious 
meals available. The non-profit status final paperwork has been submitted. 

In May, Sylvia Martinez was named the new Executive Director of the Pantry and offered a paid position.   She has been 
the driving force behind the effort to save the Pantry. She has worked endless volunteer hours to keep it afloat during 
these extremely difficult times.  Every month donations have increased as have the number of people served from our 
community. 

This Holiday Season will be one of the best in several years. Two hundred Holiday boxes are planned for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas season for Collin Co. families. A list of items needed for each Thanksgiving box will be available on the 
Pantry cart in the foyer. 

The Pantry is grateful to Community Unitarian Universalist Church for their support during this difficult transitional time. 
Our church continued to support the Pantry with generous food donations, donations from our Community Garden and 
payment of their electric bill. By supporting the Pantry, we are supporting the neediest in our community. 

Volunteer Information 

God’s Pantry – call Sylvia Martinez 972-633-9777 for schedule information. Volunteers must fill out a form and be able 
to lift boxes weighing 15 – 20 lbs. 

Meals on Wheels – call the McKinney office 972-562-6996 for information on the volunteer positions available. 

Samaritan Inn McKinney – call  972-632-1290 for volunteer information. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal growth of the 
adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living Unitarian Universalist 
tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each evening class 
begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and ends at 1:30 pm. Our 
programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  (972-424-8989) at 
least 48 hours in advance. 
 

Sunday Mornings 

A Study and Discussion Group occurs on Sunday mornings 9 to 10am in Room F. Join us for UU Discussion and 
Study (GUUDS), principally led by the Rev. Patrick Price. Child care is provided.  This open ended, ongoing study and 
discussion group is for first time visitors as well as long time practitioners of Unitarian Universalism.   Using books by UU 
authors, we will examine the wide and deep intersection of human longing and experience with that which is greater than our 
individual selves, and calls us to heed the “better angels of our nature.” We are starting GUUDS with A House for Hope: 
The Promise of Progressive Religion for the Twenty-first Century, by John Buehrens and Rebecca Parker.   

 

Monday Evenings - Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-observation 
and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the backbone of our 
studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced meditator, to join us on our 
exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in 
our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions 
and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 

Wednesday-Cosmos - a Spacetime Odyssey" 2014 
 

Cosmos – Episode 12 – Oct. 29 - "The World Set Free"– 7pm 

Astronomy Group is Starting Up!  For all Ages!  

Do you love astronomy?  Do your children enjoy crafts?  Do you have a crush on Neil Degrasse Tyson?  If so, come to 
COSMOS on Wednesday nights!  Stare at the stars through the Naquin's powerful telescope and see what Tyson means 
when - through his excellent Carl Sagan-style story-telling and super animation - he says that we are made of "star stuff". 

Join us to enjoy the Cosmos episodes as well as consider forming an Astronomy group at Community UU. We'll have 
astronomy activities for young children, and all ages can participate in astronomical observations through the Naquins’ 
telescope after the show.  Cheri Naquin used to teach astronomy in an observatory, so she and husband are qualified and 
look forward to sharing with the astronomy group. If you would be interested in attending astronomy-related events, please 
email or text Cheri Naquin to be added to the group.  

 

Thursday Evenings - Origins of the Human Mind  - Rev. Don Fielding - 6:30pm 

Oct. 30 thru Nov. 20 - Long Break - No Class   Nov. 27 - No Class - Thanksgiving 
Dec. 4 - The Future of the Human Mind 
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Community News 

 

For our November 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and confirmation of these events, 
please visit the church calendar at  http://www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Rob Hight: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, : Vacant 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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September Financial Report 

INCOME & EXPENSE September  2014 

INCOME 

August 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 16.7% comp) 

Total Offering $21,935 $19,768 $89,017 $82,804 $234,300 38.0% 

Total Fund Raiser $10,066 $7,210 $10,770   $8,970 $33,170 32.5% 

Total Building Usage  $1,987 $1,911 $7,858   $8,308 $26,863 29.3% 

Misc. Income $1,417 $1,767  $3,439   $4,070 $16,006 21.5% 

TOTAL INCOME $35,404 $30,656 $111,083 $104,152 $310,339 35.8% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $6,244 $5,361 $19,721 $19,534 $57,087 34.5% 

Programs $2,116 $2,215 $7,675 $7,334 $23,555 32.6% 

Religious Education $4,474 $7,388 $21,644 $21,930 $54,685 39.6% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,416 $5,346 $19,410 $21,664 $62,874 30.9% 

Ministry $8,768 $7,834 $32,890 $31,336 $94,498 34.8% 

Denomination $1,607 $1,607 $4,820 $4,820 $17,674 27.3% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $27,624 $29,750 $106,161 $106,619 $310,374 34.2% 

NET INCOME $7,780  $907 $4,922 -$2,467 - $35 - 

The September 2014 financial summary for our  
operating accounts is listed below. Income for the  
fiscal year-to-date is about $7,000 ahead, due 
primarily to timely payment of pledges and better-
than-expected fund raisers. Expenses fiscal year-to-
date are within 0.4% (that’s less then 1/2 of 1%) of 
where we projected we would be. There are no real 
concerns or anomalies to bring to your attention. 
 

A big thank you to all the volunteers who 
coordinated, staffed or performed at the Pops 
Concert and those who worked the Balloon Festival 
parking in any fashion.  Pops grossed $1,780 against 
a $1,500 budget; Balloon Festival parking grossed 
$8,013 against a $5,500 budget.  Next up is the 
Service Auction, on which $17,000 of our budget is 
riding (about 5½% of our total income) – submit 
your donations NOW!  
 

Our Fifth Sunday collection (August 31) was 
designated for Catholic Charities’ use to provide 
legal representation for the immigrants at the  

Mexican border.  A check for $815.79 was sent to 
them in September.  Thanks for your generosity.  
For future reference, if you forget your checkbook 
on a fifth Sunday, you now have the option of 
donating to the Fifth Sunday collection on line.  

FREE MONEY! 

Albertson’s:  Use Community Partners key chain tag 
or have them enter 49000109261. 

Kroger:  Update your Kroger Plus card to link to 
organization 83309 at www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. 

Tom Thumb:  Link your Rewards card to charity 
8089 at Customer Service. 

Amazon.com:  Search for Community Unitarian at 
smile.amazon.com and link to your account. 

The church will get a portion of all purchase 

Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Wednesday, 8:30am to 12:30pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 
“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 
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Name: Eleanor (Ellie) Mack 

List children and their 

ages 
Daughter: Heather, 44 years.  

Two grandchildren: Alexa, 12 years  

and Colton 8 years. 

Occupation English Professor (part-time) 

Where did you grow up? Poughkeepsie, New York 

List an interesting fact 

about you. 
I worked as a field technician for the Texas Forest Service while I was in 

graduate school at Texas A&M.  In that job, I had firsthand introductions to 

many Texas critters. 

Hobbies, Interests or 

Special Achievements 
Crafting, lite gardening, sewing, being out in nature. 

Achievement: 13- year breast cancer SURVIVOR 

Favorite Memory (Adult 

or childhood) 
Childhood memory: Horseback riding with my Uncle Jack for hours in the 

Catskill mountains. He was a judge in NYC. During the summer, he would sit on 

the bench in the morning then come pick me up for the afternoon so we could 

ride.  He talked endlessly about his experiences as a cavalry officer in WWII. 

Optional Question: If you 

could have a super 

power, what would it be? 

My super power would be Healing. I would love to help people recover 

physically and emotionally from their sufferings.  If I had a second choice, it 

would be teleportation so I could quickly and easily visit all my distant friends 

and relatives. 

New Member Spotlight (continued on back) 

Name: Ingrid L. Palet 

List children and their ages Andrew 18—Rachel 16 

Occupation Wellness Advocate 

Where did you grow up? New York 

List an interesting fact 

about you. 

I’m ambidextrous. 

Hobbies, Interests or 

Special Achievements 

Photography 

Favorite Memory (Adult or 

childhood) 

My maternal grandmother telling me the 

“Little Red Riding Hood” tale. 

Optional Question: If you 

could have a superpower, 

what would it be? 

I would love to have a photographic memory. 
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Save the date: TXUUJM Legislative Action Day @ the Capitol - Jan. 20, 2015 

Plan now to join fellow UUs from across Texas as we gather at the Capitol for our first Texas UU Justice Ministry 
Legislative Action Day Tuesday, Jan. 20 to promote our main issues: women’s reproductive justice, medicaid expansion 
and economic justice. 

We’ll start the day from 8:30-10:30 a.m. with supportive legislators, who’ll teach us about the legislative process and 
their views about the upcoming session.  We’ll also get briefed on how to handle legislative meetings from Austin UU 
Karen Neeley, who’s worked as a lobbyist for community banks for about 25 years. 

From there, we’ll visits legislators from the districts where each of us reside.  We will do that in teams because numbers 
talk. Don’t worry if you’re just one person visiting from your area, because you’ll have fellow UUs with you, but know 
the more people from an area signing the book will catch legislators’ attention.   

We’ll reconvene as a big group to debrief our day from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Those planning to arrive Monday, Jan. 19, will have the option of a special tour of the Capitol, by Karen Neeley, who 
will show us the shortcuts, back stairways and other secret spaces most people never discover, along with sharing a few 
juicy stories. 

Please sign up on our Evite invitation -  

http://www.evite.com/event/0325J7M2B3VPRMKKOEPEKSPBFA7MC4 

You can also contact our TXUUJM Executive Director, Rev. Chuck Freeman - Exec.Dir@TXUUJM.org. 

For more info about joining the group from Community UU Church, please contact Nelah McComsey or Linda Frank. 

New Member Spotlight (continued) 

Name: Amanda Tipps 

List children and their ages Donovan, 1 1/2 

Occupation Cosmetologist 

Where did you grow up? Dallas/Royse City 

List an interesting fact about 

you. 
I have a BFA in fiber arts 

Hobbies, Interests or Special 

Achievements 

I love anything related to yarn.  I love to knit, weave, crochet, and 

embroider. 

Favorite Memory (Adult or 

childhood) 
Summers spent with my Grandfather on his farm. 

Optional Question: If you could 

have a superpower, what 

would it be? 

The power of healing. 

Deadline for the December  newsletter is Friday, November 14.  Email your 
articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org 


