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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 
May Sunday Services  

Theme  -  Truth 
 

May 4, 2014 - “May the Fourth 
Be With You!: Truth and 
Religious Narratives”  - Rev. 
Patrick Price.  In keeping with our 

Star Wards inspired theme, everyone 
is encouraged o dress in Star Wars 
regalia or paraphernalia. (No lights, 
sabers, blasters or other weapons, 
please. Seriously, thanks you) 

May 11, 2014 - “Annual Flower 
Communion and Mothers Day 
Service for All Ages” - Rev. 
Patrick Price.   

May 18, 2014 - “Truthiness and 
Idolatry: Exclusive Truth 
Claims in a Pluralistic World 
Rev. Patrice Price. 

May 25,  2014 -  “Truth or 
Dare” Guest Speaker - Rev. 
Tomy Lorenzen 
    

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
fourth Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

In This Issue 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  

www.communityuuchurch.org  
e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

 

“Thank You and Please” 

I can hear you saying that the title of  this article should be the other 
way around.  Please comes before thank you, right?  Well, as we 
approach the end of  our membership affirmation/pledge drive, the 
word order fits perfectly. 

Many of  you, as a matter of  fact close to 80% of  you, have told us 
that you intend to renew your membership and have submitted your 
pledge for the coming year.  Your continued membership and 
generous pledge will help us to nourish spirits, work for justice, and 
transform lives in a meaningful way within our church and in the 
wider community. We say a very heartfelt “thank you” to each of  
you. 

A smaller percentage of  you are still making your decision.  We 
hope that you will choose to renew your membership and make a 
pledge commitment as you are able.  We value your contribution to 
our church family whether that contribution is in the form of  time, 
talent, or treasure.  To you we say “please.”  Please let us know if  
you will renew your membership.   

Remember, there are a variety of  ways you can submit your 
membership renewal/pledge form.  These include the old school 
way (paper form filled out and put into the mailbox in the front 
foyer) or online at the church website where you can fill out the 
online form that allows you to renew and pledge at the same time. 

We’re almost ready to begin a new church year. So we say again, 
“Thank You” and “Please!” See Page 2 
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The issue of “what is true?” or “how do we know what is true” will be seen as the fundamental social conflict of 
our time. This is not unusual in history, but this time it reflects a bigger divergence from a collective agreement 
on “what is true” and “how we know the truth” than in the recent past.  

Satirist Stepehen Colbert picked the word truthiness just moments before taping the premiere episode of The 
Colbert Report on October 17, 2005, when he decided that the previouslly planned word – "truth" – was not 
absolutely ridiculous enough. "We're not talking about truth, we're talking about something that seems like truth 
– the truth we want to exist," he explained…  “Truthiness is 'What I say is right, and [nothing] anyone else says 
could possibly be true.' It's not only that I feel it to be true, but that I feel it to be true. There's not only an 
emotional quality, but there's a selfish quality.” 

There is also the aspect of certainty. The more certainty the asserter of a truthiness conveys, the more believable it 
becomes to many, regardless of facts.   This reflects a deep desire for many to want more certainty in their lives 
when the pace of change provides just the opposite.  I would say “certainty of truth” is like most things, if you 
want it in the worst way, that’s how you will get it.   

My call on all of this is that decline of the white protestant hegemony is causing large populations of Americans 
to grieve.  This is coupled with the fall of the middle class since the 1980’s rise of Reaganomics.  What we are 
seeing is the first three stages of grief being expressed; denial, anger and bargaining (usually with God).   This 
latter explains a lot about the rise of irrationally certain theologies, such as fundamentalisms, both religious and 
financial.  

The great need is for more truth and facts, and working with them, rather than a doubling down on irrational 
certainties that are the equivalent to putting our fingers in our ears, singing patriotic hymns and putting our 
heads in the sand.   The facts are that the world is changing fast, both in good ways and in really bad ways.  As 
religious liberals we are called to be “present” to the realities of the past, and especially the current moment of 
now, in order to be able to better shape the future for the good of all.  And that’s the truth.     

See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  "Truth and Truthiness "                            

 

In This Issue 
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Coming to the end of my first year as president, I thought this would be a good time to offer some thanks and 
gratitude for all of the people who have made this such a great year for Community UU Church. 

• First of all, the members and friends who have pitched in on our social action activities this year. It’s a 
journey, and we’re still figuring out how to do this, but I’ve been thrilled to see the response to calls for 
help at Barron Elementary, with the Community Garden, with God’s Food Bank, with providing meals 
for Family Promise, with the activities to raise awareness of hunger even in our affluent area, with our 
ongoing work in New Orleans, and soon with the Community Partners program through the Texas 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

• The members of the Community in the Community (C2) Steering Team, particularly chair Nelah 
McComsey and her right-hand person, Linda Frank. They’ve put in in countless hours, boundless 
passion, and remarkable energy to provide a helping hand to our larger community. 

• Our devoted and skillful Board of Trustees, who put in many, many hours behind the scenes to make 
this place run. They have taken care of business responsibly and independently, even when this rookie 
president was feeling lost or overwhelmed. I especially want to thank our term-limited and retiring board 
members: Tom Reid, Sandy Farlow and Gail Battista. 

• The program chairs (worship, membership, fellowship, adult enrichment, denominational affairs, and the 
caring committee) who do the work that we’re really here to do. Jay Hall, Gary Sharpsteen, Celeste 
Kennedy, Rob Hight — these are the people who take care of the programs and activities you come here 
for. And don’t forget all the people who serve on those teams: greeters, worship associates, adult RE 
teachers, and more! 

• Our Religious Education team, both lay and professional, starting with RE Board chair Amy Dessert and 
our Director of RE, Kathy Smith. It takes a small horde of leaders and teachers to organize not only 
Sunday morning programs, but also special events like the Easter crafts party, the Halloween party, youth 
rallies, Coming of Age trips, and rallies. This work requires a special level of dedication and patience, and 
our church wouldn’t be the same if these people didn’t step up to take care of it. 

• The music director, Christopher Wolff, and our volunteer piano players who enable us to have beautiful 
Sunday services without relying on canned hymns. You may not be aware of how many hours of practice 
go into every week. Thank you, Christopher, Duane Mortensen, Amy Dessert, Nelah McComsey, and all 
the devoted choir members. I also want to offer special thanks to Robin Coulonge, who has organized 
and directed our Summer Pops fundraiser for the last five or six years. (Be sure to tell Robin we 
appreciate her and want her to do it again!) 

• Our finance, investment, and stewardship volunteers who take care of the financial resources we need to 
do our work: David Hollands and the investment committee, Mike Owens and the finance committee, 
and Gene and Vicki Verinder, who have done such critical work on this year’s stewardship campaign. 

• All the other volunteers — Mina Daffinee and her Caring Committee helpers, all the people who create a 
welcoming coffee hour week after week, our groundskeeping team, and more — who make Community 
UU Church a place we want to come back to week after week, a place where people feel welcome and 
cared for. 

THANK YOU all for your energy and generosity! As I wrote this list down, I realized the impossibility of 
individually naming all of the people who have worked this year to make possible all that we do together. And 
that’s the way it should be — together we can do things that we could never do alone. If you offered your time 
and energy to Community UU this year, but I left your name off this list, please know that I’m nevertheless 
grateful for your service. 

I appreciate and love you all. 

Blessed be, 
Elena Westbrook 

 

          

 

President’s Column  
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May, 2014 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
May 10, at 11, at Ona Tannehill’s 
home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 
 
 
7 Simple Ways to Welcome a 
Visitor 

Welcoming a visitor may come easy 

for some people; you know the person 

happily smiling at everyone!  

However, being a welcoming 

congregation requires thought and 

intentionality.  Below are a few ways 

you can help visitors feel welcomed as 

they worship at CUUC. 

1. Intentionally sit beside a visitor 
at a Sunday service. 

2. Talk with someone you don’t 
know during coffee hour. 

3. Wear your name tag at every 
Sunday service. 

4. Tell returning visitors you’re 
glad they are here. 

5. Practice your response to the 
question, "What is Unitarian 
Universalism?" 

6. Invite a visitor to a small group 
or adult education program at 
CUUC. 

7. Let a visitor know about the 
wonderful religious education 
programs CUUC has to offer 
children. 

Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve you, 

Shanda Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks Founders Hall  

May 16 - NEBRASKA– 2013 

An aging, booze-addled father (Bruce 
Dern) makes the trip from Montana to 
Nebraska with his estranged son (Will 
Forte) in order to claim a million dollar 
Mega Sweepstakes Marketing 
prize.  Bruce Dern was nominated for a 
Best Actor Oscar and June Squibb, 
playing his wife, was nominated for a 
Best Supporting Actress Oscar. Directed 
by Alexander Payne. 

May 23 - LEE DANIELS - THE 
BUTLER 

As Cecil Gaines (Forest Whitaker) serves 
eight presidents during his tenure as a 
butler at the White House, the civil rights 
movement, Vietnam, and other major 
events affect this mans life, family, and 
American society. Oprah Winfrey plays 
his wife, and three of our living 
presidents are featured plus Martin 
Luther King and Walter Cronkite. 

 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?   
 I can be reached by email or cell phone 
(443-668-1336) from Wednesday to 
Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from 
Sunday afternoon to Tuesday 
afternoon.  Non-emergency messages 
received during that time will be 
answered Wednesday morning.  I am in 
the office on Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons, or by appointment during 
other times.  From May 27 to June 1, I 
will be on vacation.  For religious 
education questions during that time, 
please contact Amy Dessert, RE Board 
Chair.    
 
Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-
12 noon every Friday in the nursery.  If 
you have a young child, come join with 
other parents for playtime, support and 
companionship.  Our playgroup provides 
the opportunity for our youngest children 
and their families to get to know each 
other in a gentle, playful, fun and low-
stress environment.  For details, contact 
John Elder.  

 

 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome to 
join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 
 

Date: May, Tuesday 20 

Location: Val Gomes’ home.  RSVP to 
Val by May 15 if you plan to attend. 

Selection: Selection: A Tale for the 
Time Being by Ruth Ozeki   In Tokyo, 
sixteen-year-old Nao has decided there’s only one 
escape from her aching loneliness and her 
classmates’ bullying. But before she ends it all, 
Nao first plans to document the life of her great 
grandmother, a Buddhist nun who’s lived more 
than a century. A diary is Nao’s only solace—
and will touch lives in ways she can scarcely 
imagine. Across the Pacific, we meet Ruth, a 
novelist living on a remote island who discovers a 
collection of artifacts washed ashore in a Hello 
Kitty lunchbox—possibly debris from the 
devastating 2011 tsunami. As the mystery of its 
contents unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the past, 
into Nao’s drama and her unknown fate, and 
forward into her own future. Full of Ozeki’s 
signature humor and deeply engaged with the 
relationship between writer and reader, past and 
present, fact and fiction, quantum physics, 
history, and myth, A Tale for the Time Being is 
a brilliantly inventive, beguiling story of our 
shared humanity and the search for home.- 
Amazon 

Date: June, Tuesday 17 

Location: To be determined. 

Selection: Steve Jobs by Walter 
Isaacson   Based on more than forty interviews 
with Jobs conducted over two years—as well as 
interviews with more than 100 family members, 
friends, adversaries, competitors, and 
colleagues—Walter Isaacson set down the 
riveting story of the roller-coaster life and 
searingly intense personality of a creative 
entrepreneur whose passion for perfection and 
ferocious drive revolutionized six industries: 
personal computers, animated movies, music, 
phones, tablet computing, and digital publishing. 
Isaacson’s portrait touched hundreds of 
thousands of readers.- Barnes and Noble 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                               The Community News  - May 2014                5 

    “…the free and responsible search for truth and meaning…” 

Unitarian Universalist Association Covenant of Congregations, Fourth Principle 

Truth, Fantasy, and the Open Canon 
By Kathy E. Smith, Director of Religious Education 

 

May the Fourth Be With You!  We opened this month with a service devoted to finding the truth in one of the most 
enduring modern myths – the Star Wars saga.  We can do this because Unitarian Universalism encourages us to find truth 
and meaning in many sources.  Theologically, we say that “revelation is ongoing” – that is, we are continuously learning, 
there is no one set of sacred writings that overrides the rest, and each of us connects to the divine in our own way.   

But what does that mean when you are dealing with a small child who wants to know, “Is that story true?  Really?”  With 
their questions about the deeper meaning of life, children can really hold the mirror up to our own religious insecurities!   

How you answer the “is it true?” question depends on the child’s age.  Very young children cannot clearly delineate the 
boundaries between fact and fiction.  That knowledge comes with their growing experiences of family, friends, pets, 
gardens, chores, the natural world – all the true-life experiences that help ground human beings in daily reality.  Adults 
often feel the need to answer the “is it true?” question before a young child even asks it, for the best way for a very young 
child to learn what is fact and what is make-believe is through experience, not words.   

“Truth” is actually deeper than “is it real?” or “did it happen?”  Those are actually different questions than “is it true?”  
One of the essential steps to maturity, and one we take over and over again as we grow from child to youth to adult, is 
learning to differentiate between truth and Truth.  That is, a story may not be literally “true” – it may not be real, or it may 
not have happened just that way – but it still may transmit a deeper, underlying Truth. 

Take the classic story “The Velveteen Rabbit”, for instance.  A very young child will hear the story and imagine that his 
stuffed animal, too, comes to life at night and talks to the other toys.  An adult might say, “No, that doesn’t really happen”, 
but the child will insist that it does.  That child is not developmentally ready for the “is it real?” question – he is tuned into 
the deeper Truth that the world is an amazing place with wondrous happenings that he cannot explain.  A somewhat older 
child knows that stuffed animals can’t really talk, but she still cherishes the idea that her own favorite animal is somehow 
more real than not.  Her Truth may be that comfort and security are embodied in the familiar objects in her everyday 
environment.  A teen may reject the story as baby-ish fantasy, but be ready to hear the Truth that love makes us real to 
each other.  And an adult can hear the story anew, and look at the historical truth of the frightening or disturbing parts – 
the scarlet fever, the threatened burning of the nursery toys – or the metaphorical Truth of the beauty in the Skin Horse’s 
words.   

The difference between “true” and “Truth” is where the open canon plays a role in parenting.  In helping our children see 
that Truth can be found in many places – but not all – we are helping them find the spiritual meaning in the everyday.  
Why did this character do what he did?  What happened when she said that?  Which character do you want to be like?  
What do you think is most important about this story?  Is there a part that makes you think?  Why do you love that story?  
What part of it do *you* think is true, or real, or Truth?   

Here’s to the ongoing search for Truth and Meaning, for all of us! 

In faith, Kathy 

 Family Events at CUUC in May 

Saturday, May 3 – Community Café Coffeehouse 
Sunday, May 4, 10:30 am - Worship and RE (Children’s Chapel for K-7), 12-1:30 4-5 OWL 
Sunday, May 11, 10:30 am - Worship and RE, 12-1:30 4-5 OWL 
Sunday, May 18 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 am, 12-1:30 4-5 OWL 
   Celebration of Last Day of Spring RE – Teacher Appreciation Day – Bridging 
Sunday, May 18 – Congregational Meeting (childcare provided) 

Religious Education 
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Community News 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 
The Community Harvest Garden is bustin' out all over!  Despite some setbacks with the late frosts, the plots 
are growing and blooming and producing lots of greens and vegetables.  We've already exceeded our donations 
to local food banks for this time last year! 
 
We've made some improvements that you'll notice as soon as you step into the garden.  There's a new peace 
pole sculpture, with inscriptions in Hindi, Mandarin, Spanish and English.  Our turkey sculpture has a new 
coat of Jackson Pollack-style paint.  We’ve added a second hugel kultur (mound) garden.  The blackberry canes 
have been moved.  We've started to plant potatoes and asparagus along the fenceline.  And the food forest has 
paths lined with stone blocks - it's really beautiful!  Come out any Sunday after church and check it out!   
 
Until next month – Your Community Garden Correspondent 

 

NOTICE DATE OF DEADLINE! 

Deadline for the June newsletter is Friday, May 9th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org 

OWL 4-5 
We are happy to announce that we will have the Our Whole Lives classes for our 4th-5th graders from 
May 4 to June 15 after services (from 12 to 1:30).  The teachers will be Jim Hinton and Robin 
Coulonge, with Anne Smith and Kathy Smith providing assistance.  For more information, contact 

We recently received a check from the Tom Thumb Good Neighbor Program for $69.18. Thanks to all who 
shop Tom Thumb and are connected to the Good Neighbor Program.  

Neighborhood  Network:   If you are not aware, our church has grouped our folks into neighborhood groups 
based on address.     Any member can get a list of others in their Neighborhood Group which may be of 
assistance if you need help moving, or just need a ride to church, etc.    A case in point – the Garland 
Neighborhood group was recently tasked with locating rides to church for Chris Diver.    Chris has developed 
macular degeneration and comes to church with his seeing-eye dog Sirius.    Ty and Karen Hall have been 
providing rides for Chris for a couple years, but now they are moving away, so the Neighborhood Network was 
called in to help Chris (and Sirius) get to church.     The Neighborhood Network is working well, and our thanks 
go out to all those who have volunteered to help Chris get to church each Sunday.      

Circle Suppers Report – I’m glad to report that we had a great year with Circle Suppers. We had  dinners each month 
from Sep through May with an  average attendance of 18.  Generally  we had dinners at the home of two separate hosts 
each month, however January required 3 hosts.  On 3 occasions, Lolisa Laenger hosted the ENTIRE group at her home 
(thanks Lolisa).  May will be the last Circle Supper for this church year. We will start up again in September. A special 
thanks goes out to all those who agreed to host. 
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Community News 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Community UU is now a Texas Community Partner! 
 
The Texas Health and Human Services Commission recently established a statewide network of 
community-based organizations that can help people use YourTexasBenefits.com to apply for benefits, 
including food, cash and medical assistance. Volunteers can be approved by the state to help 
neighborhood residents use YourTexasBenefits.com to determine their eligibility and apply for benefits. This 
can be a great service to those who don’t have a computer, are not computer savvy, or whose work schedule does 
not permit them to go to the HHSC offices to apply for benefits during regular business hours. 

Community UU was approved in April as a Texas Community Partner and we are looking for volunteers 
who are willing to be trained to assist individuals to sign up at the online site. We anticipate that we would 
begin by offering meetings with clients at the church by appointment only or that we would  offer regular 
Saturday morning hours. If you are interested in being involved with this project, please contact Nelah 
McComsey (nelahm@verizon.net). Spanish language skills are a plus but not required. 

NOTICE DATE OF DEADLINE!! 
Deadline for the June newsletter is Friday, May 9th. Email your articles to newsletter 

@communityuuchurch.org.  

 

Howdy Partners, Come Join Us 

Dust off  your favorite comfort food recipes!!                  

Women's Alliance Down Home Potluck 

WHO:  Open to all women, their spouses and friends 

WHERE:  CUUC Founders Hall, 2875 E. Parker Rd., Plano TX  75074 

WHEN:  Saturday, June 21, 2014 at 6:00 PM 

WHAT:  Down Home Potluck 

Child care available upon request 

Contacts:  Valerie Gomes to let her know what type of  Down Home dish you are bringing to share. 

To Request Child Care, contact: Arlene Burleson by Friday,  June 6. 

Water Day! 

On May 25 (Memorial Day weekend), we will have our annual Water Day party during religious education 
time (following the Message for All Ages).  This is your chance to wear your swimsuit (under your clothes) 
and SUNSCREEN to church!  This is always a popular day, and we’re looking forward to it again this year. 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 pm and ends no later than 9 pm. Sunday class begins at 12:05 pm and 
ends at 1:30 pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the Church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

Community Capitalism - Learn to Make this form of Capitalism Work for Your—Presented by Ed 
Qualls, Community UU member.  7-9 pm, June and July, six sessions, look for more details on the start date. 
 

Ed has recently published a book: “Community Capitalism: Pulling Capitalism Back from Its Own Abyss”. He 
contends there are wrongs to correct with the present American economic, financial and political system - these 
changes will be vital for our survival as a nation. 
 

The topics to be explored include money, economic systems (the forms of capitalism, socialism, etc.), banking, 
derivatives, the stock markets, bonds, balance of trade, insurance, the legal industry, political party roles in 
economic swings, hidden problems.  
 

Each meeting will be a chance for the attendees to explore possible options - personal and societal - to 
correcting the wrongs that we see too much of in our current situation. A donation of $20 is requested for the 
book.  
 

Thursday Evenings 

The Origins of Life  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

"Four billion years ago the Earth's surface was desolate and lifeless. The hostile surface was constantly disrupted 
by volcanic eruptions and meteorite bombardment, yet evidence shows that 3.8 billion years ago bacteria 
appeared in ancient rocks. What happened? If life could begin on Earth, then it could begin on Earth-like planets 
throughout our galaxy and beyond - that might be the first hint that we are not alone in the universe.” 

Part III—The Origins of the Human Mind 
Section A—Brains & Minds            May 15 How the Human Brain Works 
May 1 ***BREAK***             May 22 Development of the Human Brain 
May 8 Evolution & Development of Brains & Minds     May 29 Psychological Views of the MInd 
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Community News 

 

For our May 2014 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Events listed on the calendar are subject to change. For more information and 
confirmation of  these events, please visit the church calendar at  http://
www.communityuuchurch.org/pages/calendar. 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President, Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education, Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music, Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary, Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper, John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator, Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Membership Coordinator, Shanda Harris 
membershipcoord@communityUUchurch.org 
 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
in Founders Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Mina Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director, Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator, Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Gary Sharpsteen, Chair 
Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  
 

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator, Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators, John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator, Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator, Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator, Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
stewardship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee ( Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives, Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

The March 2014 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  At this point, we are still nearly $16k 
“better than budget”, with two months left in our fiscal year.  The bulk of this positive difference has been the receipt 
of IRS tax credits earlier in the year, the avoidance of a third child care worker on Sundays and a skipped month of 
health insurance premiums (adjustment of payment timing).  All other lines are very close to their targets cumulatively 
for the year.  We now project the fiscal year to end between $10k-$15k “better than budget”, however, this isn’t a 
recurring surplus and should not be used to fund next year’s budget. 

As we look forward to the new fiscal year beginning in June with the latest pledge projection, the requested budget 
expenses currently show a deficit of around $40,000.  Total income appears to be flat compared to this year, but we 
have already known expense increases in premiums for health and fire/liability insurance.  We also need to start setting 
money aside for unexpected major repairs to avert future crises. 

Budget balancing always involves searching for new sources of income as well as cutting expenses.  We see two big 
opportunities for increased income that do not pull more money from members’ pockets: 

“Free Money” program – Currently only about 5% of the congregation takes advantage of programs offered by 
Albertson’s, Kroger and Tom Thumb, where these grocers pay the church a portion of members’ purchase 
proceeds.  If we can increase participation to 50% or 75%, the budgeted income for this could jump from the 
$500/year to $5,000/year range.  Keep your eyes and ears tuned for our publicity/sign-up blitz soon. 

Building “Rental” – if we could find a few organizations that have a need for recurring (weekly, monthly, quarterly) 
meeting space, we could increase this budget line significantly, however, someone needs to step up, lead the 
charge and make it happen.  If you have the time and skill to do this, please let me know at 
treasurer@communityuuchurch.org. 

March Financial Report 
 
 

 

INCOME & EXPENSE March  2014 

INCOME 

February 

2014 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 83.3% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $18,073 $17,497 $202,431 $204,711 $238,400 84.9% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $856 $530 $34,271   $31,750 $32,810 104.5% 

Total Building Usage  $2,792 $2,200 $21,849   $21,985 $26,885 81.3% 

Misc. Income $1,075 $744  $20,433   $12,368 $13,756 148.5% 

TOTAL INCOME $22,796 $20,971 $278,984 $270,815 $311,851 89.5% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $5,591 $4,718 $52,354 $51,408 $61,616 85.0% 

Programs $1,839 $2,518 $18,147 $21,235 $25,137 72.2% 

Religious Education $4,001 $4,231 $43,472 $45,239 $54,851 79.3% 

Facilities/Grounds $7,604 $4,909 $51,732 $51,391 $60,973 84.8% 

Ministry $7,479 $7,759 $73,389 $76,891 $92,410 79.4% 

Denomination $1,475 $1,533 $13,275 $13,798 $16,864 78.7% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $27,988 $25,669 $252,570 $259,962 $311,851 81.0% 

NET INCOME - $5,193  -$4,699 $26,414 $10,853 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed:  Tuesday: 9 am to 3 pm 
Wednesday: 9 am to 2:30 pm:    Thursday: 9 am to 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9 am to Noon :               Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: Noon to 4  pm 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1pm to 5 pm, other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Wednesday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
other times by appointment.  
 

Shanda Harris, Membership Coordinator 
Thursday, 9am to 1pm or by appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 
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