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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

    “Once upon a time…….” 

What does “Once upon a time mean to you?”  Maybe your favorite book, one you’ve 
read not just once, but many times.  Was it a children’s book, a thrilling mystery, sci-fi 
perhaps, maybe a romantic novel, or even a biography.  Would you like to recreate a 
scene from that book?  Well you have a chance to do just that at this year’s Community 
UU Service Auction. 

As you probably already guessed, the theme for our annual Service Auction is “Once 
Upon A Time.”   We hope this theme inspires you to host a table and develop some 
creative table decorations and costumes.  Of course costumes are optional, but it’s 
always fun to see how creative our members are! 

When does this gala event take place?  This year’s Service Auction takes place on 
Saturday, November 16, 2013, at 7:00 p.m.  We’ll been collecting donations and, as 
usual, there will be wonderful items to bid on. Remember, that in addition to the live 
auction, there will be a silent auction that will include creatively decorated and filled gift 
baskets and much more 

As always, reservations for hosting tables will go quickly, so hurry with your request. 
Hosting a table is easy - just notify serviceauction@communityuuchurch.org that 
you want to be a table host, and we’ll reserve your table.  If you want to come, but 
don’t want to host a table, let us know that, too, at 
serviceauction@communityuuchurch.org. We’ll be sure that everyone has a seat at 
a table. 

Been thinking about donating but haven’t gotten around to it? There’s still time. To 
donate an item or service to the auction, again, contact 
serviceauction@communityuuchurch.org. 

So, please join us on November 16, 2013. 
5:00 pm: Doors open for silent auction bidding 
6:00 pm: Dinner is served 
7:00 pm: Live auction starts 
Tickets can be purchased in advance and your ticket price ($15) includes a delicious 
catered dinner. The evening promises to be lots of fun, you’ll have a chance to bid on 
wonderful auction items, and you’ll be supporting our church. Three very good reasons 
to be there!!! 

       (Continued on Page 4) 

October Sunday Services  
Theme “Unity and 

Diversity”  
 

October 6, 2013—"A Web of 
Delight: The Many Faces of the 
Holy " - Rev. Patrick Price.    
 

October 13, 2013 - “The Manyness 
and Oneness of Truth ” - Rev. 
Patrick Price  
 

October 20, 2013 -  “New Orleans, 
Post Katrina: Rebuilding a 
Community" ” -  Guest Speaker - 
Mack McClendon. See Insert 
             

October 27, 2013 - Annual All Souls 
Service  -  Rev. Patrick Price. (Please 
bring pictures or mementos of our 
beloved dead, and those needing 
healing to share on our common 
altar) 

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
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 It used to be that Unitarians and later Unitarian Universalists spoke of believing in “at most, one god,” as a way to 
distinguish themselves from Trinitarian Christianity.  Much has changed since then.  Now the word or concept  of God is 
often difficult for some of us.  For some of us it has harsh emotional connections or memories, for others it is too much 
to encompass, or makes no sense at all. Yet, for others of us it creates joy, or serenity, or a sense of strength, or certainty. 

 Fortunately, as Unitarian Universalists we know there are many windows open to the sky of the eternal. Our religious 
community is one place where we can share in journeys together, even if we are carrying different rocks that we have 
found in different streams of truth and experience and we must take the risks to do so. 

 Many people contend that God or gods are simply projections of human qualities and desires.  This is probably true, to a 
degree, but it is also true that humans introject or take into themselves many of the qualities of Goddess/God/Holy.  An 
Eastern proverb warns, "Be careful what gods you worship, lest you become like them."  So what we think of God has 
impact on us whether we like it or not, even if we are atheists. 

 Contrary to the popular notion that it requires a stone statue to commit idolatry, any claim to know the whole mind or 
reality of God is an act of idolatry.  Idolatry occurs when we confuse the non-ultimate with the ultimate; the part for the 
whole. It happens when we confuse human language and symbol about the holy with the Holy itself.  The map is not the 
terrain, and the finger pointing to the moon is not the same as the moon itself. 

 Therefore any attempt to make absolute claims about God or the Holy is an act of idolatry.   This has some interesting 
implications.  Think about the response you might get the next time someone is trying impress you with the inerrancy of 
some holy scripture and you lay this little bit of logic on them.  Very frankly, any kind of scriptural literalism is an act of 
idolatry, period. 

 So, here we are.  Limited beings with limited tools, trying to understand that, which by definition, is beyond 
understanding; trying to describe what by its very nature is beyond description.  Yet it is in our attempts to adequately 
describe the Holy, the ultimate One, that we encounter the manyness of God. 

 The other major factor contributing to our experience of the manyness of God is that of point of view by different people 
and even the same people at different times.   Even within anyone of us at one time there are many different voices.   Like 
the proverbial blind men and the elephant, we all differently experience different parts of the same thing, some describing, 
trunks, and others describing tails, yet all are parts of a larger, unseen whole. 

 I feel the real importance to all of this is in the fact that the ways we experience and describe the underlying reality of our 
lives in turn affects our lives and the lives of those around us. If we experience God as harsh, demanding and jealous, then 
that will hold certain implications about the world and how we should live in it.  If our experience and image of the Holy is 
all loving, embracing and forgiving, that understanding will have a different set of implications for us and our lives and the 
world.  As Unitarian minister and Transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, 

 "A person will worship something-- have no doubt about that.  We may think our tribute is paid in secret in the dark recesses of our hearts -- it 
will out. 

 That which dominates our imaginations and our thoughts will determine our lives and character. Therefore, it behooves us to be careful what we 
worship, for what we are worshipping we are becoming"  (Hymnal, Singing the Living Tradition, # 563) 

  In a world increasing in its complexity and multiplicity, rigid, singly focused ways of understanding life, the Holy, the 
Ultimate, Goddess/God, become more brittle. It is ever increasingly necessary to be able to see the reflection of the Spirit 
of Life in eyes different from our own; to be open to understandings of the underlying significance of everything different 
from our own. The interconnected web of all existence is woven of many different strands. 

    See you in church.  Blessings,  Patrick 

 

 

Patrick’s Ponderings  “ At Most, One God?   ”                                        
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Community in the Community (C2) Report:  
Results of  Leadership Retreat 

We had a wonderful, productive day at our Leadership Retreat in August. Almost 50 people attended, which is 25% of our 
membership—a tremendous turnout! As we discussed different goals, ideas and priorities, a consensus emerged that would 
pursue three focused projects as a church-wide effort to support people who need help in our communiity. We also agreed 
to call the overall effort “Community in the Community.” 

A steering team will help drive the effort — but remember, they’re steering. You’re the engine. We need every member to 
get involved this year to make these efforts a success! The steering team members are Nelah McComsey (chair), Linda 
Frank, Mike Owens, Cheri Remily, Jay Hall, Melia Newman, and Cyn Blanco. Please talk to any of those people if you’d 
like to get involved. 

The three priority projects: 

Partnering with Barron Elementary, a nearby school where almost all children are low-income. You’ve already 
seen evidence of this effort in the sanctuary, where classroom health supplies are being collected. The school 
also needs mentors and volunteers during the school day. 

Hunger relief, starting with support for God’s Food Pantry and the Community Garden. 

Mentoring youth, particularly through City House and efforts to support young people aging out of the foster 
system. 

The steering team has already met and started work on organizing our efforts. If one of these areas speaks to your heart, 
please get in touch with Nelah or any member of the steering team. Thank you for your generosity and compassion! 

 

A Caring Community 

I’ve been reminded several times recently why it is that we come together in this religious community. Why are we here, as 
Unitarian Universalists, instead of joining some social group or worthy nonprofit? 

We are UUs because we share an inherent optimism about human nature, the power of love, and the importance of 
working for a better world. (That’s my take on it, anyway.) Is there anything more optimistic than proclaiming together that 
we affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every human being? Even when we do bad things, even when others make 
destructive choices, we come here to remind each other that—at our core—every one of us is valuable, precious… and not 
alone. 

Thank you for all the ways you live our seven principles every week. Thank you for baking cookies and taking them to fire 
stations and police departments. Thank you for spending hot summers weeding and watering the garden so you can grow 
food to give away to those who need it. Thank you for being willing to step in and serve local children whose parents are 
struggling. Thank you for sharing your time and money to make our community a better place. 

Thank you for loving each other and the world even when it’s difficult. That’s why I’m here, and it’s why I’ll keep coming 
back. 

See you in church, friends! 

—Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

President’s Column  
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October, 2013 

Once Upon a Time (continued 
from front page) 
If you have goods or services to 
donate, please fill out the service 
auction donation form, which is 
available on Service Auction page 
of the church website. 

We want to make this the greatest 
Service Auction EVER!  Hope to 
see you there. 

 
Simple Living Chalice Circle  
 

Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning October 12, at 11:00, at 
Ona Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 
 
 
Women's Alliance 

Please save this date for our annual 
Christmas party! 

Enjoy refreshments!  Games! Visit 
with kindred spirits! 

 Saturday, Dec 7th, 2:00 p.m. 

Watch for more details in the 
November issue. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

October 11 - AMOUR - 2012 

Winner of Best Foreign Film 
Oscar.  An elderly couple finds their 
time-tested love challenged by the 
rigors of one's fading health in this 
2012 Cannes Film Festival, Palme 
D'Or winner.  Emmanuelle Rive was 
nominated for the Best Actress Oscar, 
at age 85. 

October 25 - BEETLEJUICE - 
1988 

What's a yuppie ghost couple (Geena 
Davis) and (Alec Baldwin) to do when 
their quaint New England home is 
overrun by trendy New 
Yorkers?  Hire a freelance "Bio-
Exorcist" to spook the intruders, of 
course.  Directed by Tim 
Burton.  Starring Michael Keaton, 
Winona Ryder, Catherine O'Hare, 
Jeffrey Jones and Sylvia 
Sidney.  Received an Oscar for best 
Makeup. Come dressed in your 
Halloween costume - or not - . 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

Men's Fellowship breakfast will be at 
Poor Richards Cafe, 2442 K Avenue 
Plano, TX 75074, at 8:30 am on 
Saturday October 19th. 
Please RSVP to Jeff Hagerhorst  by 
Friday at six p.m. October 18th if you 
wish to join us. 

 

Children’s Playgroup 
 

This group meets from 9:30-12 noon 
every Friday in the nursery. If you 
have a young child, come join with  

other parents for playtime, support 
and companionship. Our playgroup 
provides the opportunity for our 
youngest children and their families to 
get to know each other in a gentle, 
playful, fun and low-stress 
environment. For details, contact 
John Elder. 

  
 
Literary Ladies Book Club  
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday, October 15 

Location: Valerie Gomes’ 
home.  Contact Val by Oct. 11 if you 
can attend, vgomeshome@aol.com 

Book: The Magicians by Lev 
Grossman 

An enthralling coming-of-age tale about 
magic practiced in the real world-where good 
and evil aren't black and white, and power 
comes at a terrible price. 

Tuesday, November 19 

Location: TBD 

Book: At Home: A Short History of 
Private Life by Bill Bryson 

With his signature wit, charm, and 
seemingly limitless knowledge, Bill Bryson 
takes us on a room-by-room tour through his 
own house, using each room as a jumping off 
point into the vast history of the domestic 
artifacts we take for granted. As he takes us 
through the history of our modern comforts, 
Bryson demonstrates that whatever happens 
in the world eventually ends up in our home, 
in the paint, the pipes, the pillows, and every 
item of furniture. 

 

Deadline for the 
November newsletter is 
Friday, October 18. 
Email your articles to 
newsletter@ 
Communityuuchurch 
.org.  
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Quotes to Live By: 
 

Worship is transcendent wonder. 
—Thomas Carlysle 

       
Children’s Chapel Changes? What’s Up With that?  

Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education – Kathy E. Smith 
 

Children’s Chapel is at a different time.  And in a different place.  And it’s longer.  What’s going on? 
 

We’re trying some new ideas to help make worship more predictable, more understandable, and more 
meaningful for our children.  Why?  In the long term, if we intend to raise lifelong Unitarian Universalists who 
are active participants in church life, we need to provide our children with experiences when they are young that 
flow into the experiences they will have as adults.  Since worship is one of the primary things adult Unitarian 
Universalists do when they come to church, we want to teach our children why we worship, and when, and how.  
And in the short term, children are spiritual beings who crave connection, challenge and inspiration.   
 

So, the details!   
 

The time change:  We will no longer have some Sundays that start in Founders Hall and some Sundays 
that start in the sanctuary.  All children and youth will go with their families every week into the worship 
service for the first 15-20 minutes.  Children’s chapel will be held on the last Sunday of each month following 
the Message for All Ages.   
 

How will this work?  On the last Sunday of the month, children in kindergarten through 7th grade will go with 
the Director of Religious Education for a children’s chapel service.  8th-12th grade will not have children’s chapel 
(as they do not now) and will go directly to their classes as usual.  Preschoolers will (as they already do) spend the 
entire religious education hour in their classrooms with their teachers.   
 

The location change:  We will worship in Room F, not Founders Hall.  We can worship in a setting that 
can be dedicated to quiet reflection, joyous singing, and thoughtful listening.  We will also have a large screen for 
videos or slide shows.  AND the Hospitality folks can set up without interference.   
 

The change in length:  Children’s chapel will last about forty minutes.  This will help give our children a 
regular experience of the flow of worship.  We will have time for gathering together, focusing our thoughts, 
sharing rituals, singing, sharing a story and a message, praying or meditating, and going out into the world with 
new inspiration.  It will provide good practice in a child-centered space for skills they will need in worship for all 
ages – listening, engaging, and focusing.    
 

I’m looking forward to seeing your children in church – and in Children’s Chapel! 
 

In faith,  Kathy 
 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons, or by appointment during other times.   From October 14 through 21, I will be at the 
LREDA conference in St. Paul, MN.  I can be reached by cell phone or email during that time, although my 
responses may be slower than usual.   
 
          (Continued on Page 6) 
 
 

Religious Education 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sat. 10/5 - Coffeehouse, 7:30 pm 
Sun. 10/6 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m.  
Fri. 10/11-Sun. 10/13 – Fall Camping Trip 
Fri. 10/11-Sun. 10/13 – Youth Rally (First Unitarian San Antonio) 
Sun. 10/13 – Worship, 10:30 a.m. – RE Games Day 
Sun. 10/20 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 
Sat. 10/26 – Halloween Party, 2-4 p.m. 
Sun. 10/27 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. (Children’s Chapel K-7) 
  
Halloween Party!  Saturday, October 12.  2-4 p.m.  You’ll WANT to be there!  Spooky Zombie Run, 
Haunted House, and lots of fun activities for little ones, too.  For more information or to volunteer, contact 
Charles Long, Sarah Fredrickson, or Laura Eckert.   
 

YRUU  Youth Rally – The Fall Rally will be held at First Unitarian San Antonio from October 11-13.  
Registration is available online now.  Contact:  Kathy Smith  

Religious Education 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

Come visit the community garden after church and enjoy the colors and textures of fall! 

Interested in learning about vegetable gardening?  We currently have three plots that are planted but 
need someone to tend them.  This is a great way for beginners to learn.   

If you have large empty boxes or large pieces of corrugated cardboard, they can be left inside the 
garden gate.  This is a critical part of our weed control plan – we put down cardboard and weight it 
down with mulch.  The lack of air, light and water kills off the weeds.   

Kudos to the Community Gardeners.  So far this year we have donated 1,400 pounds of fresh, organic 
produce to local food banks!  We also hosted lunch on September 14 for around 40 visitors from other 
community gardens in the DFW area.  Thanks to all who made it possible! 

If you are interested, you can get more information from Deb Bliss at planobliss@verizon.net.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Community Garden, visitors are always welcome at the monthly 
socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more 
information.     

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Social Actions News 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

If you have read Elena’s column this month, or have been listening to the announcements at recent Sunday 
services, you know about the recent Leadership Retreat where we discussed our desires to make a difference in the 
world, especially in our own communities. 

In that retreat, we agreed to focus on these priorities for the 2013-2014 church year: 

� Partnering with Barron Elementary (our neighbor on Parker Road) 

� Hunger programs – feeding those who are hungry, especially in our neighborhood 

Mentoring youth 

We will work to understand the opportunities within each of these programs and to urge our membership to get 
involved, even if it’s just for one event per year! 

We have already launched a drive for supplies for Barron and are signing up volunteers and mentors. For more 
information about opportunities at Barron, contact Nelah McComsey. 

The Hunger programs team is investigating ways that we can best serve the community. If you have suggestions 
or want to get involved, contact Jay Hall. 

We have already identified some opportunities for mentoring teens, including the Larry D. Guinn Special 
Programs Center in Plano ISD. If you are interested in serving as a mentor, contact Cheri Remily . To launch our 
discussions about feeding the hungry, we have a special event coming up in October that you won’t want to 
miss! Following the Halloween party on Saturday, October 26, we will have a pasta dinner (free!) at 5:00 p.m. 
followed by a showing at 6:00 p.m. of the documentary film A Place at the Table. This film deals with the 
growing problem of hunger in America, where 1 in 4 children don’t know where their next meal is coming from. 
A Place at the Table shows how this issue could be solved forever, once the American public decides that ending 
hunger is in the best interests of us all! Mark your calendars and be sure to join us! 

Other reminders: 

� New Orleans Fish Boil on Saturday evening, October 19, at 6:00 p.m. at the church, to benefit the Lower 
Ninth Ward Village Community Center. 

Be sure to bring canned goods and other non-perishable food at least one Sunday each month to keep the shelves 
at God’s Food Pantry stocked! Place in the grocery cart in the foyer. 

Very special thanks! 

To Sam & Jay Hall and their great team of volunteers who prepared food baskets and delivered them to over 60 
area police and fire stations, they were thrilled to receive on Wednesday, September 11, as part of our First 
Responders Appreciation Day!  Bravo UU's!!  
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Adult Religious Education 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and 
ends at 1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  

(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

“Home Grown: We Learn From Our Own” is a continuing series that lets our brilliant fellow church 
members share their knowledge and passion. 

…and The Winner Is… 

On October 23rd at 7 pm, Room F, Marilyn Hinton will offer a “fireside chat” of sorts as she tells you how 
she moved from concerned citizen to twice-elected member of the Plano ISD School Board. Not to be missed!  

Thursday Evenings 

No More Smoke-filled Rooms? Dick Hildenbrand demystifies the local political process – October 17th 
at 7 pm, Room F. 

Dick has been, and continues to be, an important cog in the regional political machine. He will, while carefully 
avoiding partisan comments, explain how we get the candidates we do and uncover the many moving parts of an 
election. 

Adventures in Origins - Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don Fielding – 
7:00 pm. 

Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave background, and 
it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the big 
bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and then suddenly released when 
the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an uninterrupted  

                   (Continued on Page 9) 
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(Continued from Page 8) 

voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic microwave background is just 
one of many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of cosmology a 
wondrous, fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study. 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes 
for several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

Section H – Returning Home 
Oct. 3rd - What’s Next for Cosmology? 
Oct. 10th - A Comprehensible Universe 
Oct. 17th   *** BREAK *** 

PART II – Origins of Life 
Section A – Introduction 
Oct. 24th - The Grand Question of Life’s Origins 
Oct. 31st - The Historical Setting of Origins Research 

Calling all Unitarian Universalist Artists 

Horizon UU’s fine art exhibition program invites you to participate in a group show of the artwork of 
Unitarian artists. The show will run from November 17 thru December 29.  If you are interested in 
exhibiting, please send an email to horizonart@horizonuu.org. The work will be accepted for hanging 
during the week prior to the opening date, and would need to be pick-up during the week following the 
closing date. The number of works accepted per artist will depend on response to the invitation. Please 
send digital images with your email and state the title, medium, size and price. (Any work sold gives a 
20% fee to Art on the Horizon.) Submission Deadline: October 17.       

For inspiration, the sermon topics for November and December are listed below if you have artwork or 
are inspired to create new work that reflects these themes, but a theme piece is not required. We want 
to showcase the incredible talent of UU artists.  

November: Harvesting 

What have you sewn? What have we all sewn, and what will we reap? Have we sewn seeds/deeds? Have 
we nurtured them? Karma.  

December: Incarnating 

December centers around Christmas, presents, carols, decorations, etc. At the heart of the Christian 
message is the story of  Jesus being the incarnate God. Unitarians never did subscribe to a divine Jesus, 
but they drifted into another understanding of incarnation which includes all of us. What is BORN in you 
in this season. What is born into the world? 

 

Art on the Horizon Committee, 

Marianna Seaton, Linda Alred and Nikki Henderson. Please contact us if you have questions, 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  

Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 

Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations 
(NTAUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

August Financial Report 
 

 

The August 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are over $10,000 positive 
to where we budgeted year-to-date, continuing a trend from last month. 

There’s very little to comment about the current operating plan; virtually all income categories are above 
budget and expense categories are under budget.  The only exceptions are Fund Raiser Income (which is short 
because a couple of our Coffeehouse sponsors have chosen not to renew their annual sponsorships) and Bank 
Service Charges (which was under-budgeted because we didn’t have good visibility into what fed into this line 
when preparing the budget). 

Coffeehouse sponsorships (annual or monthly) are still available to members who just want to support live 
music or have a business they would like to promote in the programs we hand to concert attendees.  If you are 
interested, contact Bryan Bristol. 

We have now received the balance of money from Clarence Fisher’s estate and it has been moved to accounts 
under control of the Investment Committee.  There is $140k+ in the Direct Support Fund, $148k+ in the 
Indirect Support Fund plus a total of $77k+ among the Endowment, Capital, Building and Music Capital 
Funds (Grand Total of $366k+).  The Investment Committee is in the process of investing these funds in a 
manner that will provide a decent rate of return at low-to-moderate risk in a balanced portfolio of accounts 
that will retain enough liquidity to meet the near-term needs of the church. 

INCOME & EXPENSE August  2013 

INCOME 

August 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 25% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $18,485 $19,662 $66,216 $64,433 $238,400 27.8% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income    $854   $30  $1,325   $2,590 $32,810 4.0% 

Total Building Usage  $1,224 $1,460 $6,419  $5,935 $26,885 23.9% 

Misc. Income $1,462   $672   $4,941 $1,247 $9,106 54.3% 

TOTAL INCOME $22,025 $21,824 $78,901 $74,205 $307,201 25.7% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,084 $4,843 $11,744 $13,573 $60,416 19.4% 

Programs $1,723 $1,706 $5,060 $5,730 $24,837 20.4% 

Religious Education $4,178 $4,335 $13,282 14,805 $53,851 24.7% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,857 $5,003 $14,882 $14,927 $58,823 25.3% 

Ministry $7,269 $7,659 $20,943 $22,977 $92,410 22.7% 

Denomination $1,606 $1,533 $3,212 $3,066 $16,864 19.0% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $23,718 $25,079 $69,123 $75,078 $307,201 22.5% 

NET INCOME  -$1,692  -$3,255    $9,778    -$873 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 

especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the November 
newsletter is Friday, 
October 18. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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Deadline for the November newsletter is Friday, 
October 18th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

October, 2013 
Guest Speaker Sunday,  October  20th - Mack McClendon.  
Eight-and-a-half years after Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, the Lower Ninth Ward of New 
Orleans (among others) has still not recovered. In the area where the canal levee was breached by an errant 
barge, the whole community was wiped out and still most of it just consists of overgrown foliage, concrete 
slabs and porch stoops leading to nowhere.  This area is lakeside (New Orleans-speak for north) of St. 
Claude Avenue.  Riverside (south) of St. Claude, most buildings are still standing although many are vacant 
and/or in disrepair.  Essentially, the entire infrastructure of this part of the city was destroyed, a majority of 
families who evacuated have never returned and those that have returned to their longstanding community 
continue to struggle.  There are many reasons for this, too long to address here. 

Amid the rubble, a local native, Ward “Mack” McClendon, spent considerable time praying and 
contemplating the situation in which the community found itself:  Schools had not reopened, libraries no 
longer existed, unguided youth were wandering the streets with nothing productive to do.  The village had 
lost its “heart” and needed to be remedied if the Lower Ninth Ward was ever to become vibrant again.  
Ultimately, Mack founded the Lower Ninth Ward Village Community Center, housed in a used 
manufacturing facility whose structure appears much like an airplane hangar.  Mack has made it his life’s 
mission to build this center to serve many needs of the community. In early 2012 the Center contained a 
small library, computer center, kitchen, skate park (under construction), garden and meeting/gathering space.  
The Center’s funding has been intermittent and not always reliable & Mack is out of personal resources. 
Today the center lies dark. Temporary certificate of occupancy has been revoked by the City of New 
Orleans. Over $50,000 is needed to bring the electrical system up to code 

For the past four summers, volunteer members and youth of Community Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Plano have traveled on week-long mission trips to New Orleans to work with Mack and 
undertake projects to help the Center get on its feet.  They went in early August this past this year and 
worked on a volunteer house Mack had procured. We retrofitted it into a home.  This service is so 
meaningful to the past participants that they are inviting members of other area Unitarian Universalist 
congregations and other interested unaffiliated community members to join them for next year’s trip.  Plans 
are not finalized yet in detail, but interested parties will be kept abreast of the plans as they develop. 

Community Church is bringing Mack McClendon up to Plano this fall for the weekend of October 19 & 20 
to give him the opportunity to speak to people interested in hearing his story and hopefully willing and able 
to join the group from the church in its annual mission.  On Saturday evening October 19th at 6:00 pm, 
Community is hosting a Louisiana shrimp boil followed by a talk and discussion with Mack at the 
church location.  Louisiana folk (including Mack) will prepare the authentic cuisine.  A $5.00 
donation plus a pot luck dish per family is requested to defray the cost of the food.  The following 
morning at 10:30, Mack will be the featured speaker at the church’s Sunday morning worship 
service. 

Anyone interested in attending these events can either email neworleans@communityuuchurch.org 
or call 214-718-7590. 
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For our October 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme 
plays a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each 
month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many 
elements of church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and 
ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these 
themes could transform your life. 

October – Unity and Diversity        November – Gratitude      December – Peace      January – Creation            
February – Religious Authority      March – Redemption      April – Freedom      May - Mercy 


