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The 

Community News 
November  2013 

OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

    Fun, Food, and Fabulous Finds! 

If  you haven’t already marked your calendar for Saturday, November 16th, and 

made plans to attend our annual Service Auction fundraiser, “Once Upon A 

Time”, there’s still time.  Whether you want to host a table and invite seven 

friends to join you, or take a seat at someone else’s table, we hope you’ll join us 

for fun, delicious food and, of  course fabulous finds! 

We’ve been collecting donations and, as usual, there will be wonderful items to 

bid on. Remember, that in addition to the live auction, there will be a silent 

auction that will include creatively decorated and filled gift baskets and much 

more! As always, reservations for hosting tables will go quickly, so hurry with 

your request. Hosting a table is easy - just notify 

serviceauction@communityuuchurch.org that you want to be a table host, 

and we’ll reserve your table. The theme allows for some creative table 

decorating ideas since you, the host, can choose how to decorate your table 

accordingly. Some folks even plan to dress in clothing that represents a part of  

our theme! If  decorating or dressing up is not your thing, that’s okay too. Just 

invite seven other guests to your table and enjoy the evening. 

If  you want to come, but don’t want to host a table, please fill out the 
Attendance Reservation form found on the church website. We’ll be sure that 
everyone has a seat at a table. Been thinking about donating but haven’t gotten 
around to it? There’s still time. To donate an item or service to the auction, 
please fill out the Service Auction Donation form (also on the church 
website). 

We want to make this the greatest Service Auction ever.  So please join us on 
November 16th. 

5:00 pm: Doors open for silent auction bidding 

6:00 pm: Dinner is served 

7:00 pm: Live auction starts 

Your ticket ($15) includes a delicious catered dinner. 

November Sunday Services  
Theme  - Gratitude 

 

November 3, 2013 - 
"Gratitude for Amazing 
Grace " -Rev. Patrick 
Price.   Fall Congregation 
Meeting. 
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“Please, and Thank You " - 
Rev. Patrick Price   
             

November 24, 2013 -  
“Simplicity in Times of 
More” -  Rev. Patrick Price.  
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  One of the central roles of Liberal Religion is to remind daily that the grace of the Universe is all around us in our living, 
our breathing, our being, even in our opportunity to struggle for what is better.  We experience this grace when we become 
aware of it, when the ears of our ears awake, and the eyes of our eyes are opened.  Does this mean we should not ask for 
help from the Universe?  Sure we should ask, but we must be aware that we are not able to dictate the terms, and may not 
be answered in the ways we might hope or expect to be answered.  We cannot command grace, but we can risk being open 
to its possibilities. 

So, what happens after we experience "grace?" For my self, I know that I have an impulse to respond in some way; to 
express my gratitude, to make a thanks giving.  For me gratitude, thankfulness, is this impulse to give back, to reciprocate 
in some way in order to show my appreciation for what I have received as grace. 

I want to be clear here about the difference between the impulse, the desire to respond and actually doing it.  Think about 
the phrase, "an expression of gratitude."  Gratitude is a feeling, an impulse, but it is by itself not a manifest thing. It is 
something we must take another step to make tangible, or concrete in the world. 

Can we adequately respond with thankfulness to the grace of the Universe?  I feel the answer is both "no and yes."  The 
fact is that we as finite beings cannot match the infinite abundance of the Universe, so in that sense, no, we cannot 
comparably express our gratitude.  However, since we experience grace in the finitude of the here and now, we can more 
than adequately respond by trying to as best we can. We can say yes to life. 

Author Peter Fleck offers that, "thankfulness, while it may relate to specifics, has an absolute character. To give thanks is a 
basic human need, an essential element in our relationship to the universe." (Church of the Larger Fellowship, Quest, Nov. 
2002) Or, as my colleague Galen Guengerich offers, “I believe that gratitude is the appropriate religious response to the 
nature of the universe.”  The UU World Magazine, Spring 2007 

Whether we believe in Goddess/God, the Tao, Spirit of Life, or Abundant Truth, what ever we call the Holy, the Ultimate 
in our lives, I believe that the exercise of thanksgiving itself is a sound one.  When we do not respond with the gratitude we 
feel, we bottle up the experience of the Holy, and we repress our joy, denying our feelings. When we do this we deny the 
grace we have been privy to, and deny others the opportunity to share in it with us.  As in one of the meditation readings 
from our hymnal, Max Coots said, "When something sacred 's sensed in soil or sky,/Mark the time./ Respond with 
thought or prayer or smile or grief,/ Let nothing living slip between the fingers of the mind,/ For all of these are holy 
things we will not, cannot, find again." (Singing the Living Tradition, # 489) 

Thanksgiving means taking risks, to share our gratitude for the blessings we have received. When we make a manifest 
response in gratitude for the unearned grace of the Universe, we are expressing "thanksgiving."  Let all of us reflect the 
grace and abundance of the Universe and the life we share.  Let us respond with gratitude and thanksgiving for all that we 
can share of life’s grace with each other and our hurting world. 

 See you in church.  Blessings,  Patrick 

 

 

Patrick’s Ponderings  “Gratitude”                      

 

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme 
plays a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each 
month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many 
elements of church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and 
ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these 
themes could transform your life. 

November – Gratitude      December – Peace      January – Creation            February – Religious Authority      
March – Redemption      April – Freedom      May - Mercy 



                                                                                               The Community News  - November 2013                 3 

Community in the Community  

In August, a lot of us gathered to set some goals for social action projects. And in the few months since, our 
steering team and a small horde of volunteers have already done wonderful things, already taken concrete steps 
toward satisfying the needs we identified. 

Thank you for your generosity during the health supplies drive for Barron Elementary. We were able to provide 
more than enough supplies to keep 30 classrooms healthy for three months or more. Nelah McComsey  and 
other volunteers are building strong relationships with the staff at Barron, and we’ll continue to work with them 
to provide support for their students and teachers. 

Our Community in the Community (C2) steering team has also discovered there’s a sizable overlap between the 
work to support Barron and our goal of addressing hunger in the community. As I write this, the Halls and their 
team are busily preparing for their dinner-and-a-movie night featuring A Place at the Table. This community has 
such caring hearts and such inventive minds that I have no doubt some wonderful ideas will spring out of this 
evening. 

Thank you all for your commitment and energy. The activity and passion you’ve brought to C2 surpassed my 
highest expectations, and we’re just getting started! 

Congregational Meeting 

November 3rd is the date for our fall congregational meeting, our mid-year check-up. Stay for a little while after 
church to find out about a few important things going on in different areas of our life together, from the air-
conditioning project to our nascent planned giving program. 

Fall Congregational Meeting Agenda  
(Sunday, Nov. 3rd, 12:00 – 12:45 pm) 

Welcome 
Financial progress report 
Stewardship: Deferred giving 
Personnel update 
Facilities update 
Religious Education update 
Minister’s report 

Service Auction, “Once Upon a Time,” on Saturday, November 16th 

That’s just a reminder — I hope to see you there!  (Hey, I’ve seen a sneak peek at the list of table themes; THIS 
you’ll want to see!) Come join us for a wonderful, fun evening of time together supporting our church and 
making our social plans for the coming year. Super Bowl party, anyone? 

Blessings, 
Elena 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

President’s Column  
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November, 2013 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
 

Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning November 9, at 11:00, 
at Ona Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 
Women’s Alliance - Save This 
Date!   

Holiday Party - Saturday, Dec. 
7, 2013. Time:   2:00 p.m. 
Place:   Valerie Gomes beautiful 
home. 

Calling all women. Come join us 
for our annual Christmas social 
event. You don’t have to be a 
member to attend 

Share your holiday memories. 
Enjoy our annual gift exchange 
game. We will have a brief business 
meeting. 

Please bring a snack to share 
and a re-gift valued at $10.00 or 
less 

Please let us know if you will be 
coming! RSVP:    Arlene Burleson 
 
http://
www.communityuuchurch.org  
//community/women’salliance 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

Nov. 8 - Tootsie - 1982 

Michael Dorsey is a talented actor, but 
his demanding nature and stubborn 
temperament have antagonized every 
producer in New York.  Now his 
agent insists no one will hire him.  But 
Michael needs money - $8,000 to be 
exact - and to earn it he's willing to 
play the role of a lifetime.  Dustin 
Hoffman stars with Jessica Lange, 
Teri Garr, Dabney Coleman, Charles 
Durning, Bill Murray and Genna 
Davis in director Sidney Pollack's 
heartfelt classic that set a new 
standard for unpredictable laugh-out-
loud comedy. 

Nov. 22 - Moonstruck - 1987 

Cher won a Best Actress Oscar in this 
romantic comedy about a 
superstitious Brooklyn widow who is 
ready to get married again.  Only this 
time, she plans on doing it 
right.  Even if she has to say "yes" to 
a man she doesn't really love.  When 
she unexpectedly falls in love with her 
fiance's estranged brother.  What 
comes next is a romantic 
complication worthy of the greatest 
comedic operas.  Staring Nicolas 
Cage, Olympia Dukakis (Oscar for 
Supporting Actress), Danny Aiello, 
Vincent Gardenia and John Mahoney. 

 

Children’s Playgroup 
 

This group meets from 9:30-12 noon 
every Friday in the nursery. If you 
have a young child, come join with  
other parents for playtime, support 
and companionship. Our playgroup 
provides the opportunity for our 
youngest children and their families to 
get to know each other in a gentle, 
playful, fun and low-stress 
environment. For details, contact 
John Elder. 
 

 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday, November 19 

Location: Pam Reinke-Walter’s 
home.  Contact Pam by 11/15 if you 
plan to attend. 

Book: At Home: A Short History of 
Private Life by Bill Bryson. With his 
signature wit, charm, and seemingly limitless 
knowledge, Bill Bryson takes us on a room-
by-room tour through his own house, using 
each room as a jumping off point into the 
vast history of the domestic artifacts we take 
for granted. As he takes us through the 
history of our modern comforts, Bryson 
demonstrates that whatever happens in the 
world eventually ends up in our home, in the 
paint, the pipes, the pillows, and every item 
of furniture. 

 

Tuesday, December 17 

Book: Jamrach Menagerie by Carol 
Birch. Nineteenth-century London 
comes vividly alive in this story of a 
street urchin named Jaffy Brown. 
After a close call with an escaped 
tiger, Jaffy goes to work for Mr. 
Charles Jamrach, the famed importer 
of exotic animals. As the years pass, 
Mr. Jamrach recruits Jaffy and another 
boy named Tim to capture a fabled 
dragon during the course of an epic 
three-year whaling expedition in the 
East Indies. But when a violent storm 
sinks the ship, Jaffy and Tim are 
forced to confront their relationship 
to the natural world and the wildness 
it contains. Jamrach’s Menagerie is a truly 
gripping novel about friendship, 
sacrifice, and survival. 
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Quotes to Live By: 
If the only prayer you say in your entire life is “Thank you”, it will be enough. 

Meister Eckhart, 13th century Christian theologian 
 

Five Simple Ways to Encourage Gratitude in Your Children  
(And Yourself) 

Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education – Kathy E. Smith 
 

Talk about being grateful.  Gratitude is an abstract, learned concept.  How do young children integrate 
abstract concepts into their worldview?  They listen and watch – which means we adults need to (1) talk about 
those abstract concepts in simple, concrete terms and (2) act as if those concepts really matter in our lives.  So, 
when it comes to gratitude, perhaps the first and most important thing to do is to talk about the things you are 
grateful for.  “We are so lucky to go to a church with a great playground!”  “I’m grateful that it’s only a five-
minute drive to school.”  “Thank you for washing the dishes!”  Which leads us to …  
 
Show your own gratitude.  Write thank-you notes.  Give teacher appreciation gifts.  Bake cupcakes for 
someone who has done something kind.  Children imitate what they see.   
 
Set aside time as a family to name your gratitude.  Start the day with a quiet moment at breakfast where 
each person names something they are grateful for that will happen that day.  You might do it at dinner instead – 
before you eat, go around the table and ask each person to say one thing that they are thankful for that day.  Or 
include it in the bedtime routine, asking your child to name the things they are grateful for, unwinding from the 
day as either conversation or prayer.   
 
Focus family attention more on relationships than objects.   It’s paradoxical but true: the more things we 
have, the harder it can be for us to remember to be grateful for them.  One family I know has a rule to “say no 
to buying things, say yes to doing things” – that is, they do not regularly purchase toys or other impulse buys, but 
they try to say yes as often as possible when a child asks to play a game, read a story, or cuddle on the couch.  
This is particularly important at gift-giving holidays – children’s attitudes and behaviors reflect the priorities of 
the adults in their lives.  So downplay the presents and emphasize the activities – baking cookies, decorating the 
house, visiting family and friends, being part of the holiday pageant or Yule party.   
 
Encourage children to give of themselves.  Give them age-appropriate chores to do on their own, so they 
learn to appreciate the things that others do for them.  Expect completion (not perfection or quickness!).  Help 
them shop for birthday or holiday gifts for their siblings or grandparents.  Better yet, encourage them to make 
gifts or draw cards.   
 
The side benefit to parents?  Each of these things forces us to be more mindful of our own attitudes and 
increases our own level of gratitude.  And studies show that increases in gratitude lead to increases in satisfaction 
with our lives.  Which seems to be a really good recipe for a happy home.   
 
In faith,  Kathy 

 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons, or by appointment during other times.   From November 11 through 13, I will be at the 
District Fall Training in Glen Rose, TX.  I can be reached by cell phone or email during that time, although my 
responses may be slower than usual.   

Religious Education 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sat. 11/2 – Coffeehouse, 7 p.m.  
Sun. 11/3 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 11/3 – Congregational Meeting, 12 noon 
Sun. 11/10 – Worship, 10:30 a.m. – Worship in the Park (no RE) 
Sat. 11/16 – Service Auction “Once Upon A Time” (special program for children) 
Sun. 11/17 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 11/24 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m. (Children’s Chapel K-7) 
  
Service Auction – Once Upon A Time!  Saturday, November 16, 6 p.m.  While the adults enjoy the 
service auction, there will be a special program for children, with movies, games and crafts on the theme 
“Once Upon a Time”.   
 
Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-12 noon every Friday in the nursery. If you have a young child, 
come join with other parents for playtime, support and companionship. Our playgroup provides the 
opportunity for our youngest children and their families to get to know each other in a gentle, playful, fun 
and low-stress environment. For details, contact John Elder. 

Religious Education 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

There are hoop skirts in our gardens!  What’s that about?  Seven gardeners volunteered to test hoops in 
their plots this fall.  These hoops can be used to support frost cloth to create a greenhouse effect 
during cool weather, shade cloth in the summer, or as supports for vining plants.  We could use your 
help with this project! If you have old panty hose or tights, we could use them as weights for the cloth 
by filling them with sand.  Bring them to church and leave them in the church office with a note for 
Deb Bliss. 

Check out our web site and blog.  You’ll see photos if you click on “Read more…”  Gene Verinder 
will link this to our page on the church web site.  Thanks to Mary Ann Owens for her many hours 
learning this system and her beautiful design! http://www.communityharvestgarden.org/ 

Visit our permaculture food forest near the fence after church each Sunday and watch how it changes 
as we raise additional food for the food pantries. 

Kudos to the Community Gardeners.  This year we have donated almost 1,700 pounds of fresh, 
organic produce to local food banks!   

If you are interested, you can get more information from Deb Bliss at planobliss@verizon.net.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Community Garden, visitors are always welcome at the monthly 
socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more 
information.     

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Social Actions News 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

Community in the Community 

Our program of partnership and support for Barron Elementary School is well underway! We had a very 
successful drive for health supplies and these were delivered the week of October 14. The teachers expressed great 
appreciation for your generosity! We now have a few members volunteering at the school on a regular basis, so if 
you would like to get involved, please contact Nelah McComsey. We are also still looking for about 15 members 
who are willing to donate $10 and become community members of the Barron PTA. 

Next month’s newsletter will include updates on the Hunger Initiatives and the Youth Mentoring program. 

 

Remember God’s Pantry! 

As the holidays approach, please remember to bring donations of canned goods and other nonperishable items for 
God’s Pantry. The church will be donating turkeys, but the Pantry will need other staples to supply their clients, so 
please be generous. Leave your donations in the grocery cart in the church foyer. 

 

  Edward C. “Ned” Fritz Scholarship 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! $2000 for Environmental Scholarship. Edward C. “Ned” Fritz (1916-2008) 
is considered by many to be the father of Texas Conservation. He was a deeply involved activist and 
fought many battles for Texas wildlife - in the courtroom and through the legislative process, locally and 
statewide as well as nationally. 

During his later years, Ned Fritz was a member of the First Unitarian Church of Dallas. In 2009, a group 
of his friends there honored his life by establishing the Ned Fritz Memorial Endowment Fund, with the 
income to be used for environmental purposes. A scholarship has been created for a student who plans to 
pursue a degree in environmental studies or a related field. 

$2000 in scholarships will be awarded annually to one or more graduating high school seniors who have 
been actively participating in Unitarian Universalist congregations in North Texas. TO APPLY: http://
www.ntuuc.org/scholarships.shtml. Applications accepted January 1-April 1, 2014 for the 2014/15 
academic year. Questions? Please send all inquiries to FritzScholarship@ntuuc.org. 

PCH Hoedown 

Reserve November 9th and join us for our first annual "Round Up" at Pioneer Place Senior Housing 
Corral and Pasture, 1928 Ave. K, Plano (a Plano Community Home).  Enjoy an evening of a BBQ 
dinner, a live dance band, games for the entire family and prizes too. Tickets adults. $20.00, kids (12 and 
under) $1.00, seniors (62 and over) $7.00. At the door $25 per person. From 5:30-9:30.  Event proceeds 
will go to PCH programs and services. For more information contact Beverly Fleming. 
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Adult Religious Education 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and 
ends at 1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Thursday Evenings 

The Origins in Life  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

The Origins of Life class is now up and running.  This is an excellent time to jump into this ongoing set of 
Adventures. 

"Four billion years ago the Earth's surface was desolate and lifeless. The hostile surface was constantly disrupted 
by volcanic eruptions and meteorite bombardment, yet evidence shows that 3.8 billion years ago bacteria 
appeared in ancient rocks. What happened? If life could begin on Earth, then it could begin on Earth-like planets 
throughout our galaxy and beyond - that might be the first hint that we are not alone in the universe.” 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

PART III – Origins of Life 

 Section A – Introduction 

 Oct. 31 - The Historical Setting of Origins Research 

 Nov. 7 – What Is Life? 

 Nov. 14 – Is There Life on Mars? 

 Section B – Terrestrial Origins 

 Nov. 21 – Earth’s Oldest Fossils 

 Nov. 28  ***BREAK*** 
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the December newsletter is Friday, November 15th. 
Email your articles to newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  

 

For our November 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 

Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations 
(NTAUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

September Financial Report 
 

The September 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We are nearly $13,000 
positive to where we budgeted year-to-date, continuing a trend since June. 

The budget was tweaked since the August report, providing a total of $2,500 additional funding to Financial 
Administration, Religious Education and Music, offset by unplanned Miscellaneous Income.  If any Account 
Managers require budget adjustments, they should make a detailed request to the Finance Committee for 
consideration. 

Some of our +$13,000 net variance is attributable to better-than-expected income and well-managed expenses, 
however, a significant amount is attributable to expected expenses that we now know will not be incurred:  (1) 
The NTUUC Board has voted not to assess member congregation dues for FY13-14 (net savings YTD of 
$393, full year $1,442 savings; (2) delay in hiring Membership Coordinator (net savings YTD of $1,155, full 
year ? savings). 

Our September fund raisers (Pops & Balloon Festival parking) netted over $5,700 in income, versus a 
budgeted net of $5,350.  Thanks to Robin Coulonge, all of the Pops crew and performers and all of the 
volunteers for the Balloon Festival parking concession for making these fund raising events successful. 

All of our Investment Funds that were in our View Point money market account have now been transferred to 
our Schwab account, where $175,000 has been invested in an equity account that has already accumulated over 
$500 in unrealized gains (compare this to the approximate $10/month we were earning in interest in the 
money market account).  More of the $180,000 now in the Schwab money market account will be invested in 
the near future, while keeping enough liquidity to meet the short-term needs of the church. 

 

 INCOME & EXPENSE September  2013 

INCOME 

September 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 33% comp) 

Total Offering $19,998 $17,537 $86,214 $81,970 $238,400 36.2% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $8,913 $7,280 $10,239   $9,870 $32,810 31.2% 

Total Building Usage  $1,466 $1,750 $7,885  $7,685 $26,885 29.3% 

Misc. Income $1,285 $1,672   $6,225 $5,420 $11,606 53.6% 

TOTAL INCOME $31,662 $28,239 $110,563 $104,944 $309,701 35.7% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $6,814 $6,018 $18,559 $19,891 $61,616 30.1% 

Programs $2,248 $2,853 $7,308 $8,583 $25,137 29.1% 

Religious Education $4,170 $4,685 $17,452 19,490 $54,851 31.8% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,414 $4,854 $19,295 $19,782 $58,823 32.8% 

Ministry $7,622 $7,659 $28,565 $30,636 $92,410 30.9% 

Denomination $1,212 $1,533 $4,425 $4,599 $16,864 26.2% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $26,681 $27,602 $95,805 $102,981 $309,701 30.9% 

NET INCOME  $4,981  $637 $14,758 $1,964 $0  - 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the December 
newsletter is Friday, 
November 15. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  


