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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

     Hi – Allow Me to Introduce Myself as Webmaster! 
My name is Gene Verinder and I have taken over the duties of webmaster for 
Community Unitarian Universalist Church.  I report to the Communications 
Task Force.  We have started a project to identify changes and updates needed 
to our website to make it more user-friendly, informative, accurate and up-to-
date.  You may have noticed the addition of an Events and Activities section on 
our home page with quick links that you can follow for fast reference.  As part 
of my functions, I am also responsible for our church’s postings on Facebook® 
(www.facebook.com/CommunityUUChurchPlano) and Twitter® 
(https://twitter.com/CUUCPlano). 

To have your articles, announcements, meeting minutes, whatever else, posted 
to the website or other social media, please send a copy (in PDF format if 
possible and appropriate) as an email attachment to 
webguru@communityuuchurch.org with a bit of explanation and I’ll get it 
posted as soon as I can. 

Of course ALL Comments, Suggestions, Criticisms and Accolades (for sure) for 
our Website are always welcome at the same email address as above.  I look 
forward to serving you in this capacity and helping with any electronic 
information needs you may have. 

May 
Sunday Services  

 
May 5, 2013 
Guest Speaker -  Rev. Mark Walz 
“Would You Recognize Paradise?”  

(See page 2) 
 

May 12, 2013 
Reverend Patrick Price 
Annual Flower Communion. Please 
bring fresh flowers to share in the 
service.   
 

May 19, 2013  
Reverend Patrick Price “Speaking 
With Tongues of Fire”  
 

May 26, 2013 
Reverend Patrick Price 
“Beyond Transcendence ” 
 

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 
11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Patrick’s Ponderings 2 

President’s Column 3 

SWUUSI 5 

RE actions 7 

Community News 9 

Adult Religious Ed. Insert 

In This Issue 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  

www.communityuuchurch.org  
e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

Precongregational Meetings 

Please join us after the worship service on April 28th or May 12th for one of 
our Precongregational meetings which will update members and friends 
about our 2013-2014 Budget and Planned Giving program.  This is your 
opportunity to have some input and learn more about the budget process.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Our April theme for worship and religious education is “transcendence.”  One definition of transcendence is 
“the ability to rise and go beyond.” Although “transformation,” which we considered in March, is about changes 
in the forms that we are and inhabit on a daily basis, transcendence is about going beyond or outside of those 
daily forms, even if for only a moment. 

Transcendence if often likened to the “mountaintop” experience. We can visit the mountain top, but it is 
unlikely that we can live there.  Like the mountain top, one of the main advantages of the transcendent is that it 
offers us views of things that we simply cannot get but must have to better understand who and where we are in 
the Universe, and  to be the fullest expression of who we are and can be. The transcendent moment or 
experience can lead us to ways of seeing, understanding, and being that we simply could not have imagined 
before. 

These times of insight are not only for those who travel afar or spend copious time in meditation; they are 
available to all. Transcendentalist and Unitarian minister Ralph Waldo Emerson claimed that the source or origin 
for this transcendent experience lay in our very being: “We are a part of the Oversoul. . .Within us is the soul of 
the whole; the wise silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related; the eternal 
One. . . When it breaks through our intelligence, it is genius; when it breathes through our will, it is virtue; when 
it flows through our affection, it is love.” 

Fellow Transcendentalist poet Walt Whitman said, “The sum of all known reverence I add up in you, whoever 
you are;…it is no further from you than your hearing and sight are from you; it is hinted by nearest, commonest, 
readiest….”  The transcendent is intimately close to us all the time yet we talk about it as something “other” or 
“beyond,”  but this is so only because of our misperceptions and misunderstanding of our selves as somehow 
removed from the source of all that is, was and will be. 

Part of our job as a congregation, a gathering of the people, is to remind ourselves and each other of these basic 
truths. It the church that reawakens us to our interconnectedness through the many groups and activities we 
participate in together, from coffee houses, pops concerts, and circle suppers; covenant groups and choir; to our 
religious education programs; social action and justice work; pastoral care,  stewardship, and worship.  We and 
our world need more of the wisdom and insight and possibility for greater transformation that our 
transcendence offers us. 

See you in church.  Blessings, Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings   “Transcendence ”                                    

 

Community Church has an employment opportunity for a part-time bookkeeper.  If you are interested, 
please check our website CommunityUUChurch.org under the tab About Us for the job description, 
responsibilities, and compensation.  You must be certified in QuickBooks and have a minimum 2 years recent 
experience.  You may submit your resume for consideration by email to personnel@communityuuchurch.org  
personnel@communityuuchurch.org  

Our guest speaker on May 5th is Rev. Mark Walz, Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff Dallas  
He will speak on our Unitarian Universalist faith encourages an almost limitless exercise of our natural curiosity. We 
often find more contentment in the questions we ask than the answers we discern. Especially in our searches for 
Heaven and Hell. Would you recognize Paradise if you saw it? 
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So this is it! Time flies when you’re having fun, eh? This issue represents my last column as the Community 
Church congregation president. 

Much to my surprise, it has been easier than I thought. At first the newsletter deadlines seemed ominous, filling 
me with trepidation about selecting a topic; finding something to say; and filling the page. Oh my! It was only 
when I began to think of the column as a conversation with you that it became so much easier. The topics often 
were your ideas spoken in small exchanges at church, in meetings, or during social situations. Really, it was such 
a big deal to expand those conversations into something just a little longer and in a different format. 

I was thinking about all the topics we talked about during the past two years, and I realized that we have done a 
lot together. Here are some of the things that stand out in my recollection: 

The reconceptualization of stewardship this year, in which we are transforming our thinking from that of scarcity 
and desperation to abundance and generosity when we express  caring for our world, our community, and our 
congregation; our building and our finances. People like Ian Rule, Sandy Farlow, Ty Hall and Elena Westbrook, 
among myriad others, have contributed greatly to these efforts. Very cool! 

Another exciting development is the emerging Planned Giving Project spearheaded by Chet Smith and June 
Bruns and exemplified by our dear departed friend Clarence Fisher. This effort will help those of us who are 
smart enough to do some estate planning to consider a gift to Community Church for its future growth and 
stability. You will hear more about this at the upcoming pre-congregational meetings and the May Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation on May 19, 2013. 

The Clarence Fisher Memorial Fund is being established through a generous estate gift to support the ongoing 
efforts of Community Church in social action programming. This gift especially focuses initially on support for 
God’s Food Pantry, a longtime passion for Mr. Fisher. Additional gifts will be added to this fund and to other 
investment funds managed by our church. Stop reading for a moment and think about what you will do about 
this in your estate. 

There are numerous other initiatives and accomplishments within our church that reflect the dedication and 
tenacity of Unitarian Universalists in social action projects; the Community Garden; the New Orleans 
revitalization effort; GLBT equal rights; and many more. What it takes to keep these activities going is – 
generosity! Generosity of spirit, time, and money. It takes leadership, initiative, and a dose of creativity. We 
actually know how to nurture and develop that.  

The Community Church Leadership Development Committee is responsible for finding, encouraging, and 
training leaders to succeed me and others who have taken a turn in project life, committee work, or on the Board 
of Trustees. One of the ways this is done is through our own Harvest the Power Leadership Development 
Course taught this year by Sarah Reiling and Gary Sharpsteen. Activities like this prepare us to give back to the 
church that has meant so much to us and to our families. Think about it for next time, and I’m still around as 
past president so you haven’t heard the last of me yet! 

 

President’s Column  



4  The Community News 

 May, 2013 

Women Alliance goes Italian 

On Saturday June 22 Women's 
Alliance is having an Italian Pot 
Luck Dinner for Adults.  The fun 
starts at 6 p.m. in Founders Hall 
at CUUC.  All women are invited 
and you can bring a guest (spouse, 
friend, family member). No child 
care will be available).  Please let 
Valerie Gomes know if you are 
coming and what dish you are 
bringing.  The theme is an Italian 
feast.  Stomping grapes is not 
required!  Come prepared for fun, 
friends, and good food.  
 

Have You Seen Our Website 
Homepage Lately? 

If you have been to 
www.communityuuchurch.org 
recently, you probably noticed a new 
area of information.  We are now 
posting Events and Activities 
underneath our slide show 
pictures.  What you will find there are 
listings and links to matters of interest 
to our congregation and to the public-
at-large related to Community 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
North Texas Association of 
Unitarian Universalist Societies, 
Southwest Unitarian Universalist 
Conference and The Unitarian 
Universalist Association.  Beneath 
the bar you will find dates, times and 
links (when available) for scheduled 
happenings in and around our 
Church.  We hope to update this area 
early each week so check back mid-
week for updates.  Of course ALL 
Comments, Suggestions, Criticisms 
and Accolades (for sure) for our 
Website are always welcome at 
webguru@CommunityUUChurch.
org.  You can also join us on 
Facebook® at www.facebook.com/
CommunityUUChurchPlano. 

 

 

Home Grown: We Learn From 
Our Own 

Unitarian Universalists are 
knowledgeable and skilled. We have 
been developing evening courses 
using our own talented folks for 
years. Focusing on our own resources 
only makes sense, which is why we 
have created a series titled Home 
Grown: We Learn From Our Own. 

You probably have a passion, an area 
you know a great deal about, or a 
highly developed skill to share. If you 
could put together a two-hour 
session (or two or three sessions) on 
a topic or talent, we would be glad to 
consider it for our series. We already 
have origami, beekeeping, and 
agronomy lined up; the creative 
possibilities are intriguing. If you 
would like to participate, please             
e-mail 
are@communityuuchurch.org or 
speak with Ian Rule or Celeste 
Kennedy.  

Most presentations begin at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday evening (Thursday 
evening also is available when 
needed). The presentations can be as 
long as  two hours. If we have 
enough participation, we will 
continue the series through the 
summer and into the fall. 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  

Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning May 
11, at 11:00, at Ona Tannehill’s home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Flicks   
Founders Hall   7p.m. 
 

MAY 24 - LIFE OF PI - 2012 

Life of Pi is the story of Piscine 
Molitor Pater (Suraj Sharma), also 
known as Pi, who at age 16 survived 
for 227 days on a lifeboat in the 
Pacific Ocean. Pi's story begins with 
an account of his childhood in 
Pondicherry, India, where his father 
is the head of the 
Pondicherry Zoo. Pi is a deeply 
spiritual person who, after learning 
the teachings of Hinduism, Islam, 
and Catholicism, creates his own 
spiritual practice from all three 
traditions. Pi is equally enthralled 
with science, which was influenced 
by his agnostic father and his biology 
teacher, a confirmed atheist.  The 
film won an Oscar for Best Director, 

Ang Lee, plus three other Oscars. 
 

MAY 31 - BLACK NARCISSUS - 1947 

Secular matters consume five 
missionary nuns who head to the 
Himalayas to establish an Anglican 
school.  In the meantime, the 
quintet's leader (Deborah Kerr) must 
grapple with the envy of one nun 
(Kathleen Byron) the bitterness of a 
man (David Farrar) and the cruelty of 
the elements.  The film received 
Academy Awards for best Art 
Direction and best Cinematography, 
in part for its Technicolor 
innovations. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the June 
newsletter is Friday, May 17th. 
Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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SWUUSI is coming!!! SWUUSI is coming!!! 
What's SWUUSI you ask? SWUUSI is summer fun with UUs! Specifically it is the SouthWest Unitarian Universalist 
Summer Institute, and it occurs every year during the last full week of July (For 2013: July 21 to 26) at the amazing and 
beautiful Western Hills Guest Ranch in Sequoyah State Park near Tulsa OK. Here is a great video about SWUUSI http://
youtu.be/nxboLErwZbc  
 
SWUUSI offers opportunities for faith development, education, entertainment, and recreational activities for all ages. 
Whether relaxing in the sun; having discussions in the classroom; or singing in the choir, SWUUSI offers something for 
everyone! 
 
This year's theme is "Becoming," and the theme speaker is Rev. Dr John Thomas. Every year there is an artist-in-residence 
and this year it will be emma's revolution (http://www.emmasrevolution.com/). The registration and webpage are 
coming soon and you can get more general information about SWUUSI here: http://swuuc.org/pages/services/
camps/swuusi/what-is-swuusi.php.  
 
If you want to know more about SWUUSI, ask those of us who have been to it. We LOVE to talk about SWUUSI. Here 
are the names of a few people you can corner to ask questions and learn more: Dick Hildenbrand, Linda Frank, and 
Bev Fleming; Chet and Anne Smith; and Lee Veal. 
 
 
 
 

 

May, 2013 

A New Name! North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

It's out with NTAUUS, and in with NTUUC. Why? The acronym NTAUUS is confusing for outsiders, who didn't 
know how to say it, and had even less idea what it means; even we had to mispronounce it. 

The entire name, North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies, was just so long; Societies does not have the 
religious meaning it did in earlier decades, and Association is so general it is somewhat meaningless. 

We've filed the DBA paperwork, and started changing the website, Facebook page, and multiple documents, so please 
don't be surprised if you still see NTAUUS in places. (Though you might let us know if it continues.) The most difficult 
task might be retraining our brains to say “n-tuuc” instead of “nawt-us”. But isn't it more welcoming? 

Celebrating more than a century of liberal religion in North Texas. 

Literary Ladies Book Club 
We meet the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. and welcome women members and friends of Community 
UU Church. 
Date: Tuesday, May 14th. Location: Valerie Gomes’ home.  Contact Val by May 10 if you plan to attend.   
 
Book: Island Beneath the Sea: A Novel by Isabel Allende 
"From the sugar plantations of Saint-Domingue to the lavish parlors of New Orleans at the turn of the 19th century, the 
latest novel from New York Times bestselling author Isabel Allende tells the story of a mulatta woman, a slave and 
concubine, determined to take control of her own destiny." - Amazon 

 
Date:Tuesday, June 11. Location: June Bruns’ home. 
 
Book: Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President by Candice Millard  
The extraordinary New York Times bestselling account of James Garfield's rise from poverty to the American presidency, 
and the dramatic history of his assassination and legacy. From Candice Millard, the bestselling author of The River of 
Doubt   
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Community News 

Community Church Receives Generous Gift for Social Action 

If you attended our special congregational meeting last month, you heard about the gift Clarence Fisher left to 
our church. Although the will still is in the process of being executed and the Board still has to put some 
processes in place, we want to provide a little more information about this donation. 

Many of you knew Clare, who was committed to helping the less fortunate members of our community, 
especially feeding the hungry through God’s Food Pantry. When he died last year he left two very generous gifts 
to Community UU Church: 

•     The first gift was to name CUUC the beneficiary of his IRA, a gift that came to us with no          
conditions or restrictions. 

• The second gift was leaving part of his estate to CUUC through a will codicil stipulating that the 
funds be used to feed the hungry and to otherwise care for those in need. 

CUUC has already received the proceeds from the IRA, which totaled approximately $194,000. The will still is in 
the process of being executed, and we do not know the exact amount that will come to us through the codicil. 
We expect part of that gift to come later this year. Many years from now, we will also receive the proceeds from 
the sale of his home. 

The Board of Trustees recently voted to establish two investment funds in Clarence’s name. (They are not 
endowment funds, which means that principal can be withdrawn.) Details are being worked out, but here are the 
overviews: 

• Restricted Fisher Fund: All the funds from Clarence’s will, some of the IRA, and any future 
proceeds from the will (that is, from the sale of his house), will go into this restricted fund. The 
primary purpose is to support God’s Food Pantry well into the future; if funds are available beyond 
those needs, they can be used to support other social action activities. 

 
• Indirect Support Fisher Fund: The remaining IRA funds will be placed into a fund that can be 

used both to care directly for the hungry or homeless and to support the church so that we can 
accomplish our mission of caring for those who need help. 

You, the congregation, recently voted to borrow some money from the Indirect Support Fisher Fund, then repay 
it with part of the annual savings that will result from replacing the old, inefficient, frequently broken-down 
heating and air conditioning units. The rest will be invested by our Investment Committee. 

In one of those examples of synchronicity we see sometimes, Chet Smith and June Bruns have been meeting 
since last August to discuss how Community Church could develop a Planned Giving program. This gift from 
Clarence has been a wonderful example of the lasting legacy members can leave through their wills and similar 
bequests. Stay tuned because we will have more information on both the Fisher Funds and the Planned Giving 
program during the upcoming precongregational and congregational meetings on May 12 and 19. 

—Elena Westbrook 
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Quotes to Live By 
Credo – ancient Latin, meaning “to this I give my heart” 

 

This past month, our Coming of Age participants prepared and presented a worship service, the heart of which was the 
reading of their faith statements.  It is a rare and precious gift we ask of them, and we give to them, this writing of your 
own faith statement.  It is, perhaps, one of the uniquely defining aspects of Unitarian Universalism.  Theologically, it is an 
outgrowth of our belief that “revelation is not sealed but ongoing” – that God is still speaking, that each of us are prophets 
and seers.  Emotionally, it is a powerful experience to distill your life guidelines into just a few meaningful words.  Just a 
sampling from our youth:    
 

I’ve always liked deciding the truth for myself. 
I believe that people are the only way to make a difference. 
I help people because it feels good and it’s the morally right thing to do. 
Having a friend that you can tell everything to is one of the most important things. 
Emotions are the beauty and the hell inside us all. 
Importance is a human concept. 
I believe in hope, that it’s the most powerful thing alive. 
The difference between the youth and the elder is not intelligence but experience. 
Our experience in life is defined not by what our lives are like but by the way we think about them. 
I believe in questions because they have the ability to send us to a different reality. 

 

After the service, I heard several adults musing over their own faith journeys, wondering what it would look like if they 
wrote their own belief statements.  To those who might be curious, these are some of the questions we consider in Coming 
of Age.   
 

What is important to you about being Unitarian Universalist? 
Which of the principles are important to you? 
What do the holidays you celebrate mean to you? 
Are there any concepts, myths, or stories from other religions that are meaningful to you and why? 
What do you think happens when we die? 
What do you believe about God?   
Where does evil come from?   
Why do you believe it is important to help or serve others? 
How should you live a good life? 
How should people treat each other? 
How do you make decisions about ethical dilemmas? 
Who are your guides, your helpers, or your heroes? 
Who supports you? 
What are your goals in life? 
What are your passions - that is, what do you do that brings you joy and meaning? 

 

Whether or not you write the answers down or organize them into a formal statement, they are excellent questions for 
meditation and serious thought.  And, of course, if they bring up questions you’d like to discuss, or if you’d like to share 
your faith statement with us, Patrick and I are always available to talk.   
 

In faith, 
Kathy 
 
Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from Wednesday to 
Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency messages received during 
that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, or by 
appointment during other times.  I will be taking some personal time from May 22 to 28.  And, for those who don’t know, 
if you can’t reach me easily on Thursday evening, Friday evening, Saturday afternoon and evening or Sunday afternoon  
                             (Continued on Page 8) 

Religious Education 
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Religious Education 

(Continued from page 7) 

between April 26 and May 12, it’s because I’ve taken up a different “habit”.  I’m a nun in the Art Centre Theatre of 
Plano’s production of The Sound of Music.  If you’d like the opportunity to hear your DRE mangle Latin like an amateur, 
tickets are available for evening performances at www.artcentretheatre.com or for matinees through the box office at 
(214) 810-3228.   

Family Events at CUUC in April 
 

Sat. 5/4 –    Minecraft Party, 3-9 p.m. 
Sun. 5/5 –  Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m., Bridging, Teacher Appreciation Sunday,  

YRUU Meeting 12-1:30 p.m. 
Sat. 5/11 – Sai Baba Invitation to attend Children’s Presentation, 1 p.m.   
Sun. 5/12 – Multi-Generational Worship Service (Flower Communion) 
Sun. 5/19 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m., Congregational Meeting,  

Last Day of Winter RE Classes, YRUU Whirlyball (BIG DAY!) 
Sun. 5/26 – Worship and RE, 10:30 a.m., Special RE Activity: Water Day!!! 
 
Thinking about joining the “cool kids” in RE?  The RE Board is currently talking to folks about teaching 
next year.  Please – whether or not you have children in the program, Religious Education is a program that is 
vital not only to our future but our present as well.  So when you are invited to teach, please say yes!  And if 
you’d like to volunteer without being asked, we’d love to talk to you!  Contact any member of the RE Board 
or DRE Kathy Smith today! 
 
Minecraft party – May 4, 3pm-9pm.  Sponsored by the middle school group, fun for all.  We provide the 
server, extension cords, and food (pizza, drinks, snacks).  You provide the computer(s) and the player(s).  If 
your child is in third grade or under, we ask that you plan to have an adult stay with them during the 
party.  $10 per family.  Adults:  Good News!  This is also the night of the May Coffeehouse – you are welcome 
to attend the coffeehouse while your child (fourth grade and up) is Minecrafting! 
  
Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-12 noon every Friday in the nursery. If you have a young child, 
come join with other parents for playtime, support and companionship. Our playgroup provides the 
opportunity for our youngest children and their families to get to know each other in a gentle, playful, fun and 
low-stress environment. For details, contact John Elder. 
  
Sai Baba Invitation – Sai Baba has invited the families, youth and children to attend their end-of-year 
presentation at 1 p.m. on Saturday, May 11. Their presentation will focus on Native American spirituality and 
environmental awareness, and will also give us an excellent opportunity to get to know this wonderful 
community a little better. We have said for years that we want to reach out into the community – let’s start 
right here, close to home! For more information, contact Kathy Smith at dre@communityUUchurch.org. 
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Community News 

Interested in UUA General Assembly (GA)?  

The Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly is an annual gathering of several thousand UUs from all parts 
of the globe. You have to experience it to understand the energy and excitement it produces and the heady realization 
that you are not alone! 

Participation in General Assembly is a way to become involved with the democratic processes of our larger movement, 
an opportunity to join in larger social justice thrusts and also to meet other UUs, expose yourself to awe-inspiring 
worship and attend some thought-provoking programs.  GA this year is being held in Louisville, Kentucky from 
Wednesday afternoon, June 19, through Sunday evening, June 23.  And now there are options of participating either 
physically or from the comfort of your home. AND, if funding is an issue, there are some ways of mitigating that, too!  

  Here are possible options for you: 

• If you can’t physically go to GA, let the Leadership Development Committee know that you are interested in being a 
remote delegate – they will collect names and forward to the Board of Trustees for appointment of delegates. 

• If you can go to GA, register early for a reduced rate (available March 1 – April 30) – and let the Leadership 
Development Committee know if you are interested in being a delegate. 

• If you’ve got the time but not the money, you can apply for a scholarship – we have a budget for Leadership 
Development that the UUA may match, potentially saving up to $500 in out-of-pocket cost per person. 

If you want to minimize your transportation costs, consider carpooling with our resident GA junkie, Dick Hildenbrand 
who will be driving up and back. 

Any questions you have should be directed to Dick at facilities@communityuuchurch.org or the Leadership 
Development Committee at ldc@communityuuchurch.org. 

News from Your Community Garden 

Writing our report for the annual congregational meeting has made us really proud of ourselves!  So let us toot our own 
horn a little bit!  Did you know … 

 In 2012, we surpassed our goal of donating 750 pounds of produce. 

 We donated 1250 pounds of  fresh, delicious, organically-grown produce to local food banks! 

 We completed a keyhole garden, which is producing tons of food. 

 Our compost bins produced their first compost! 

 We added bio-digesters to process the church’s food waste (no meat please!) 

 We developed a long-range plan for a food forest.   

 We donated $200 to the church through our open house fundraiser. 
 

When you see a community gardener, stop and say Congratulations! 

Current news:  We are just beginning to donate for 2013, but we are up to 50 pounds already!  And that number’s only 
gonna grow, folks …. (no pun intended, really).   

Your Community Garden Correspondent 

P.S.  This from Gail Marrs about mosquitos:  The city will be monitoring the mosquito population for West Nile Virus 
and we hope it won't be necessary to spray this year.  

*    Make sure there is no standing water. Pet dishes, flower pots, and bird baths, yes, but also clogged gutters    
and tire swings. 

*    Overgrown areas harbor adult mosquitoes.  Report problems like a stagnant pool or tall grass by mobile  
phone to the fix it plano app for mobile devices or by phone to Scott Andrews 972 941-7143.   

*    Cover your arms and legs particularly at dusk and dawn.   

*    Use insect repellant!  (If you are at the garden without bug spray, there is some in the mailbox.)   



10  The Community News 

UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Tom Reid: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper Grace Morrison:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator Cyn Blanco 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amanda Peters, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntauus.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTAUUS@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee by Ty Hall, Treasurer 
The MARCH 2013 financial summary is included with this report.  Our ordinary income exceeded expenses this 
month for a net ordinary gain of $10,392.     

Our year to date Ordinary Income is a little above YTD Expenses with a net gain YTD of $3,976. With 2 months 
remaining in our fiscal year, we have a little better than a 50/50% chance of finishing the year on budget.   

A reminder to all: your stewardship contact will be calling soon to ask about your input as well as your commitment 
for the new fiscal year’s pledge.  If you have not received a call or have not yet completed your annual pledge and 
membership affirmation  IN WRITING, please do so right away.  A verbal commitment is not sufficient to allow 
us to plan our budget, and a written affirmation of membership confirms you wish to continue your membership 
throughout the new fiscal year beginning 6/1/2013.  Please thank your visiting steward for the important work they 
are doing for our church community, and please be generous with your pledge.  Even a 10% - 20% increase over 
your current year’s pledge will go a long way towards our continuing the good works of our church. 

CONGRATULATIONS to both Karen Bethel and to John Snyder. I am awarding you the coveted Golden Eyeball 
award for noticing that last month’s newsletter version of February’s Income Statement had a large omission, with 
expenses understated by approx. $12,000!!  This was due to my failure to include Payroll Expenses.  Even though 
my comments were accurate, the #’s I recorded were wrong. Thanks!  All please look out for errors and keep me 
honest! 

Thanks to each of you for your stewardship of our church. 

March  Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE March  2013 

      

INCOME 

Month of March 

13 Budget YTD YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Offering Income 18,787.27 15,890.54 203,629.30 193,729.16 232,225.08 

Total Fund Raiser Income     362.00     534.00   34,053.55   27,134.00   28,100.00 

Total Building Usage 19,149.27 16,424.54 237,682.85 220,863.16 260,325.08 

Misc. Income 14,578.37     364.16   16,897.39     4,461.60     5,109.92 

TOTAL INCOME 35,902.00 19,239.00 275,353.00 249,825.00 294,835.00 

      

EXPENSE      

Administration 4,677.35 3,348.08 37,156.80 36,214.83 42,802.03 

Programs 1,644.61 2,042.90 17,862.31 21,798.81 25,834.25 

Religious Education 3,949.66 4,632.34 46,153.59 45,757.84 54,138.00 

Facilities/Grounds 4,628.56 5,006.20 53,707.22 50,473.40 60,252.00 

Income-Generating Expense    205.03   525.00   9,232.56   6,625.00   7,550.00 

Ministry 7,091.22 7,377.82 73,439.82 73,778.20 88,533.72 

Denomination 1,408.99 1,429.54 12,845.13 12,865.86 15,725.00 

TOTAL EXPENSE 25,509.82 24,361.88             271,376.65 247,423.94 294,835.00 

NET ORDINARY INCOME 10,392.07  -5,123.18    3,976.34     2,400.82 0.00 

PAYROLL EXPENSE 1,904.38  20,773.80   
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 

The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 
Deadline for the June 
newsletter is Friday, May 
17th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and to stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of 
the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 
 
We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Our 
programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. Childcare available upon 
request. To reserve childcare call the church office (972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
 
Monday Evenings 
Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we 
all grow together." 
 
Wednesday Evenings 
An Adult Education Special Event! Leftover Food: a burden or a bonanza? 
Alarmed by the amount of food you throw away? Step up your recycling! Take it to the next level by 
composting your food waste while creating an organic soil enhancement for your garden. On Wednesday 
May 8, from 7 to 8 p.m., Community Church and the Sathya Sai Center will present a food waste 
composting workshop. Our speaker is Jan Eppard, city of Plano master composter. Learn about Bokashi and 
bio-digester kits. They will be available for $15 (bokashi buckets) and $10 (bio-digesters). Reserve yours by 
May 1; contact Deb Bliss at harvest@communityuuchurch.org. Put your waste to work! 
 

Harvest the Power- Sarah Reiling and Gary Sharpsteen 
Harvest the Power is a 12-week leadership development course offered by the Leadership Development 
Committee. It was developed by the Unitarian Universalist Association and prepares church members to hold 
positions of responsibility. This is the third time we have offered the course. Participation is by invitation; 
however, if you are interested please contact Sarah Reiling. 
 
Thursday Evenings 
Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don Fielding 
Evidence for the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It's called the cosmic microwave background, 
and it's had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the big 
bang, trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years, and then suddenly released when 
the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an uninterrupted 
voyage through space for 13.7 billion years—until it reached you. The cosmic microwave background is just 
one of the many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of cosmology a 
wondrous, fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study.  
May 2nd – Using Sound as Cosmic Diagnostic 
May 9th -         *** BREAK *** 
Section D – Structures – From Sound to Stars to Galaxies 
May 16th – Primordial Roughness – Seeding Structure 
May 23th – The Dark Age – From Sound to the First Stars  
May 30th – Infant Galaxies 
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For our May 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Social Action News 

Working for Social Justice in North Texas 

Thanks to all who attended the Social Justice Conference on April 13. We had excellent attendance, including 
representatives from nine area UU churches! We were all inspired by Rev. Chuck Freeman and our own Rev. Patrick 
Price. Attendees learned about the newly formed 

Texas UU Justice Ministry, which will raise the voice of Unitarian Universalist values in Austin and seek to have those 
values enacted into legislation and promulgated in public policy.  

Watch the newsletter for upcoming opportunities to work with TXUUJM and make your voice heard in Austin! 

STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LEADERSHIP, which occurs June 1, at First Church, is looking for 
volunteers.   
When Volunteers serve two hours on that day, their registration fee of $30 for early registration and $35 for regular 
registration - will be waived.  Help is needed for Greeters, and various other committees.  The volunteer opportunity is 
an option when registering online, or contact Celeste Kennedy at president@ntauus.org.    


