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The 

Community News 
March  2013 

OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

Stewardship: It Takes a Congregation! 

“I look forward to our Sunday services. The sermons and readings are 
enlightening and inspiring and the music is glorious. I enjoy singing the hymns. 
Church chats are lively and invigorating. I think the opportunity to light a 
candle for someone in need or just someone you love or appreciate is a 
wonderful idea.” 

   Thanks go to Reverend Price and his five outstanding worship associates who share 
the pulpit and produce the projected slides. Christopher Wolf, our gifted music director 
and the choir lift our spirits and our own splendid pianists supplement them. Then we 
have Church Secretary Connie Meints, who prepares the Order of Service; Ty Hall and 
the church chatters; the ushers, the sound crew, and many others. 

Your generosity makes it possible. 

“I appreciated the warm greeting I received as I walked through the door for the 

first time. I was given information about the church and an attractive nametag (a 

permanent one was there for my next visit). After the service, several church 

members visited with me over coffee and they seemed like people I would like to 

know better. I attended the inquirer’s session and was intrigued. I signed up for 

the New UU class and what I learned was a comfortable match to my own beliefs. 

I decided to join and participated in a wonderful ceremony with inspiring words 

and a warm welcome from the congregation. I felt (and feel) a part of a 

community that is very special to me.” 

   This is a tribute to our greeters; to Sarah Reiling who hosts the inquirer’s class; Cheri 
Remily and Nancy Steed and the Hospitality Committee; Coty and Lizzie Kennedy who 
offer the New UU sessions; the membership folks who put together the moving book 
signing ceremony; and to all of you who make an effort to respond to an unfamiliar 
face with genuine warmth and welcome. 

Your generosity makes it possible. 

“My children are excited to come to church. Not only do they get to see their 
friends, but their classes are fun, their teachers outstanding, and they are getting 
grounded (not brainwashed) in Unitarian Universalism. They also are learning 
about the world’s other religions. Perfect! I couldn’t ask for anything more.” 

       (Continued on page 6) 

March 
Sunday Services  

 
March 3, 2013 
Guest Speaker, Kiya Heartwood 
“Four Portraits of Social Justice: 
Stories and Songs ”  
 

March 10, 2013 
Reverend Patrick Price 
“That’s How Light Gets In ”  
 

March 17, 2013  
Reverend Patrick Price 
“Resilience in the Face of 
Brokenness” 
 

March 24, 2013 
Guest Speaker, Ward “Mack” 
McClendon 
“New Orleans – post Katrina:   
Rebuilding a Community ”?  
 

March 31, 2013 
Reverend Patrick Price 
“Multigenerational Eastertide 
Service “ 
 

*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
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The general theme of our worship series for March is “brokenness.” With Easter occurring in March there is a 
temptation to hold up Jesus as a model of virtue in suffering.  Through his experience suffering and brokenness 
are somehow seen as things to be desired rather than avoided, protested, and transcended.  Historically, the idea 
that the primary story of Christianity is about Jesus’ suffering and blood atonement did not emerge until the 
second thousand years of Christian practice and thought. Previously, the first thousand years of Christian 
community emphasized a this-worldly understanding of paradise that was part of being in a whole relationship 
with God and God’s creation. 

In their ground breaking book,  Proverbs of Ashes : Violence, Redemptive Suffering, and the Search for What Saves Us,  UU 
seminary president Rebecca Parker and Rita Nakashima Brock (a research professor and co-director of the Soul 
Repair Center at Brite Divinity School in Ft. Worth, Texas)  challenge the  failures of blood atonement and 
redemption through suffering that are all around us in our daily living.  Violence is glorified and sanctified, and 
suffering is justified as the price of a virtuous life. Restoration of our sense of being whole and in the right 
relationship with the universe and with the Holy is not a function of the suffering and death of Jesus or of 
anyone else; Rather it is a function of our knowing our innate wholeness and holiness, and standing up for that 
of all others. 

The religion of Jesus is not about death and obedience first; rather, it is about restoration and wholeness. It is 
about our intimate and necessary relationship to the "other" in the here and now.  The virtue of the story of the 
“Good Samaritan” is not in the suffering of the victim, but its virtue is in the compassion and healing love for a 
fellow human being. It is in seeking to bring that person to healing and wholeness in spite of violence, not 
because of it.   

 

While being imperfect and sometimes broken is a fact of our lives, it is not the point of our lives. To love our 
neighbor is to recognize ourselves and the Holy in them and to respond in kind. It is to see their inherent worth 
and dignity as unique manifestations of the Holy, just like you and me, and to see the intimate and intricate 

Patrick’s Ponderings   “Suffering Is Not a Virtue ”                                    

 

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme plays a part in 
the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each month are by no means 
limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many elements of church life gain more 
meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and ideas that become elements of an ongoing 
community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these themes could transform your life.               

March - Brokenness  April - Transformation  May - Transcendence   

Grave side internment ceremony for Ed Kubliski,  2 PM, Friday, March 8th, 2013 at 
the  Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery,  2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas, 
TX 75211, Phone: (214) 467- 3374,  http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/
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Are You a Believer?                                                                                                 

Funny Title for a UU Column, eh? What do you imagine I am talking about here? Belief in God, belief in 
yourself; belief in love, compassion, and forgiveness; belief in the infinite bounty of the universe? 

Well, if you considered any of those topics and more, you were right. Sometimes I think about such things and 
of my own small place in the universe of possibility. Do you know about the power of possibility? Let me talk 
about the power of possibility for a while, but before I get to it I want to reintroduce an old nemesis: 
expectation! 

During the past 20 years, thanks to many friends and teachers, I have learned about the toxicity of expectation. I 
learned how it can get in the way of productive efforts and leave a person in despair or anger if someone fails to 
deliver the goods to meet his expectations (We usually do little to make those expected results appear other than 
to await their arrival, because they often are things to which we feel entitled.) 

Here is a handy way to figure out if you have fallen victim to this old nemesis. Do you get upset? If you are 
human, surely you acknowledge that you do or have been upset. Ask yourself  “Am I upset?” When you are 
upset, you probably have fallen prey to some expectation. If you were disappointed, affronted, or distressed, you 
held an expectation that things should have been different than how they turned out. You probably felt entitled 
to better treatment or to more recognition, appreciation, or consideration than you received. No one (especially 
me) is able to persuade you otherwise, right? 

If you really understand your small place in the universe and the limited power and influence of one man or 
woman, then you understand that your expectations are simply wishes – wishes without legs. Does this mean 
you do not have the right to expect humane treatment, consideration, and things to go your way? 

Umm, I am sorry, but no you do not.  

Ouch, that is hard! Not quite ready to subscribe to that, yada, yada?  

I get it, no breakthrough here yet. 

Consider possibility. When something is possible, do you wait around for it to happen? If it is a possibility you 
believe in, you nurture it, you seek it, you enlist others in the vision; you do everything in your power to 
influence the desired outcome. Possibility often is elusive; it is attractive but not easily achieved, and it hopefully 
is worth the effort. 

What happens when, despite all your nurturing and effort, the possibility you fervently desire still does not 
materialize? You say you are upset. Hmm…not quite there yet, are you? 

Here is the thing about possibility: if you are upset, it never was a possibility but rather that old nemesis, 
expectation. If it truly were possibility then you know it was neither certain nor entitled; it was only one 
possibility among many. That is the great thing about possibility; another one is always waiting for the desired 
outcome at another time. Now do you get it? I am betting that you do! 

You ask, what do I believe in? I believe in possibility! And right now, I believe in the possibility of a very 

successful pledge drive for Community UU Church. Will you join me in nurturing that possibility?  

 

 

President’s Column  
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March, 2013 

Rummage Sale Fundraiser 
CALLING ALL DONATIONS! 
Bring in your treasures – jewelry, 
books, DVDs, and CDs; games, 
puzzles, and toys; clothes, coats, 
and baby items; small kitchen 
appliances, lamps, and baskets; 
flower arrangements, furniture, 
shelves, and tools – if it is still 
useable, we want to sell it! You can 
bring in one item or a entire van 
full. We are grateful for everything 
you can donate. On Sunday a 
collection box will be in the 
church office and another in 
Founders Hall, or you can put 
items directly into Room F. You 
also can bring in items the week 
of the sale from Tuesday March 
12 through Thursday March 14 
during the day or in the evening 
until 9 p.m. Mark your calendars 
for the date of the sale: 
CHURCH MEMBERS ONLY 
Thursday night, 6:30 to 8:30; 
general public beginning at 9 
a.m. on Friday March 15 and 
Saturday March 16. The proceeds 
from the rummage sale will help 
send our Coming of Age class on 
their Heritage Trip to Boston. If 
you have questions or would like to 
help, contact the DRE, Kathy 
Smith, at 
dre@communityUUchurch.org 

Women's Alliance Lunch  
Join us on Sunday March 3 at 1 
p.m. for lunch in downtown 
Plano. We will meet at Kelly's 
Eastside, 1422 Ave K, Plano, 
TX  75074. Kelly’s Eastside is on 
the corner of Avenue K and 15th 
Street; it is the place with the large 
horse out front! All women are 
welcome and we want you to join 
us. Come hang out with a great 
group of women!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literary Ladies Book Club 
We meet the second Tuesday of each  
month from 7 to 9 p.m. We welcome 
women members and friends of 
Community UU Church. 

 

Date: Tuesday, March 12th: 
Location: Nancy Barlow is 
hosting. Contact Nancy at by March 
8 if you plan to attend.   
 

Book:  In America by Susan Sontag 
"A fascinating exploration of what's 
real in a culture that preaches 
authenticity but worships 
artificiality." - Christian Science Monitor 
 

Date: Tuesday, April 9th: 
 

Book: A Thousand Splendid 
Suns by Khaled Hosseini 
 

"Propelled by the same superb 
instinct for storytelling that made 
The Kite Runner a beloved classic, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns is at once 
an incredible chronicle of thirty years 
of Afghan history and a deeply 
moving story of family, friendship, 
faith, and the salvation to be found in 
love." - Amazon 

 

 

   

 

Friday Flicks   
Founders Hall   7p.m. 
 

March 8: Salmon Fishing In The 
Yemen (2011) 
  

A consultant approaches a fisheries 
expert to help launch a sheik's vision 
of bringing the sport of fly-fishing to 
the desert, and then embarks on an 
upstream journey of faith and fish to 
prove the impossible is 
possible. Starring Ewan McGregor, 
Emily Blunt, Amr Waked, and 
Kristin Scott Thomas. 
  

March 22: Red Tails (2012) 
  
Having faced segregation and kept 
mostly on the ground during World 
War II, a crew of black pilots in the 
Tuskegee training program are called 
to duty under the guidance of Col. A. 
J. Bullard.  Starring Cuba Gooding, 
Jr., Terrence Howard, Gerald 
McRaney, and David Oyelowo. 
 
 

Simple Living Chalice Circle 
 

Meeting time and place—The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
March 9th, at 11:00 a.m. at Ona 
Tannehill’s home.  
 

Theme/topic—Learning together 
to live deliberately.  
 

Facilitator - Ona Tannehill. Email: 
simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Newsletter Deadline 

Deadline for the April 
newsletter is Friday, March 
15th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins Sunday,               
March 10th. Remember to 
turn your clocks AHEAD 
ONE HOUR Saturday, 
March 9th.  
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Social Action News 

Two Big Social Action Events Coming Up! Don’t Miss These! 

Sunday, March 31 (following the morning service) 

Our discussion of the Common Read book 

The 2013 Common Read book is The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle 
Alexander. The book describes how the “war on drugs” and the incarceration system disproportionately and 
intentionally affect Americans of color. 

We are fortunate to have our own Dr. Stephanie James lead our book discussion. After a 21-year career in the 
U.S. Army as a felony criminal investigator, Dr. James returned to school for a Ph.D. in criminology at the 
University of Texas, Dallas. She also has a Masters of Forensic Science degree from George Washington 
University. She is a faculty member at Collin College where she teaches criminal justice and criminology. Her 
current research interests include juvenile delinquency and childhood victimization and their effects on adult 
offending. She will offer her insights on the issues described in The New Jim Crow. 

The book is available through Amazon, the UUA bookstore, and Barnes & Noble. It is available in paperback 
and digital editions. If you have not obtained a copy, be sure to get one and be prepared for the review and 
discussion on March 31. 

 

Saturday morning, April 13 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Working for Social Justice in North Texas 

The new Texas UU Justice Ministry was formed to raise the voice of Unitarian Universalist values in the public 
arena. The ministry seeks to have those values enacted into legislation and then promulgated in public policy. 
This conference was designed to help UUs in North Texas learn more about this important ministry and to 
provide an opportunity for members from various churches to discuss ways to increase our effectiveness by 
working together. 

Our special speaker for this event is Rev. Chuck Freeman from Austin. Rev. Freeman is the founding 
minister of the Free Souls Church in Round Rock, Texas. He is the creator, producer, and host of the radio 
program “Soul Talk,” which has been broadcasting since 1996. His op ed pieces have been published in the 
Austin American Statesman; Austin’s NPR affiliate, KUT; and The Washington Post/Newsweek “On Faith” 
blog. He is a dynamic speaker who will talk to you about this ministry and inspire you to get involved. You will 
learn many important things that you can do to uplift our UU values. 

Mark your calendar and be sure to attend! Childcare will be provided, and a free lunch following the session 
(12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.) will provide an opportunity to meet and chat with individuals from area churches and 
to brainstorm about how we can work together. Registration is not required, but to help us plan for the lunch 
you must RSVP to Nelah McComsey if you plan to attend the lunch. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

March, 2013 
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Community News 

 (Continued from front page) 
Kudos go to Kathy Smith and her well-trained and dedicated teachers. Lucia Shipp and her nursery crew also deserve a 
huzzah! 

Your generosity makes it possible. 

“I’m always delighted to hear about our service at Samaritan Inn, about Community Harvest and donations to 
God’s Pantry and about baked goods delivered to first providers. My church should be a presence in the 
community and work to make it a more just and caring place.” 

Your generosity can make funds available to allow us to be a more proactive  force for justice and equity in 
our community. 

This is a brief look at some of our stewardship efforts as we embark on our annual pledge drive. It’s a reminder that:  

 Stewardship is the engine that drives our church. 

 Your pledges are the fuel that powers the engine. 

Please give generously. As you can see, 

IT TAKES A CONGREGATION! 

Women's Alliance Annual Retreat 
 

Our retreat will be held on April 5, 6, and 7, 2013 at a new location this year. We will go to Glen Lake 
Retreat Center in Glen Rose, TX. 
 

Our theme this year is “Breaking Boundaries,” which will honor women who have broken boundaries for us. 
We will reflect upon, discuss, and share our thoughts and experiences about boundaries that have affected 
our lives. We also will discuss positive and negative boundaries and boundaries that exist in Western and non
-Western societies and cultures.  
 

We have two price options this year: 
The first option is a deluxe cabin, which will accommodate nine individuals on the bottom bunks. The 
cabin has a large, lighted vanity area and a bathroom with showers. The mattresses are wide and firm. You 
must provide your bedding. The price is $100 for the weekend, which includes three meals on 
Saturday and breakfast on Sunday. 
 

The second option is new this year: a limited number of hotel-style rooms are available for $150. These 
rooms are semi-private with two twin beds and a private bath in each room. You do not need to provide 
your bedding. This price also includes your meals. 
 

Visit with old friends and make new ones during our annual gathering. Join us for a fun weekend bonding 
with other women through sharing, songs, and walks; yoga activities, river walking, and much more. We have 
many activities planned, but you can choose to spend time alone doing anything you want.  
This is your chance to get away from it all! Whether it is your first time or your 10th time, come join in the 
fun and camaraderie! We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

If you plan on joining us, which we hope you do, contact Barb Salvo for more details or questions. 
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Quotes to Live By:  Will our Faith Have Children?   

“[We] want to ensure that we offer a religious home so relevant,  
meaningful, and sustaining that our children will choose to remain  

Unitarian Universalists throughout their lives.”  
Judith Frediani, former director, Lifespan Faith Development for the UUA 

 

Last month I shared a quote from well-known religious educator Kate Tweedie Erslev’s book Full Circle: Fifteen Ways to 
Grow Lifelong UUs, which she based upon surveys and interviews with 82 lifelong Unitarian Universalists. As part of our 
ongoing conversation about excellent programming for all ages, I thought I would share the 15 suggestions Kate made in 
her book. If you want to borrow the book, several copies are in the RE office and am happy to let you read one of them! 

1. Embrace our UU identity. “Neglecting to foster a UU identity is similar to leaving the meaning of the Bible to 
the fundamentalists. It is time to clarify who we are.  When it comes to religious education, this means creating lifelong 
learners, responsible decision-makers, and agents of transformation in the world who recognize the power of being in UU 
community.” 

2. Recognize religious education as an important portal to institutional involvement. Many new families 
come to Unitarian Universalism to find religious education for their children. Teaching RE classes is the door through 
which the parents become involved in the church. Kate also says, however, that when many young adults first come back 
to church as adults, they remember their first leadership role in their churches as being a leader in RE – an officer in 
YRUU, a summer teacher of younger children, or teaching RE classes. 

3. Share the value of attending regularly (at least three times a month).  Lifelong UUs almost always report 
that going to church every Sunday was a family expectation, a ritual that they might have fought at times but which helped 
them feel part of the church community. 

4. Ritualize holiday events and celebratory activities. Many lifelong UUs cite holidays and celebrations among 
their favorite memories: Easter egg hunts, Halloween parties, and Christmas trees; holiday pageants, weddings, and 
memorial services. As religious educator Maria Harris famously said “the church IS the curriculum.” 

5. Prepare all for the negative side of community.  In any community divisions, controversies, and discomforts 
occur. If we prepare our children (and ourselves) for the inevitable conflicts of building community, we are better able to 
handle those conflicts when they arise. 

6. Provide background for teachers in every weekly session plan. This action honors our commitment to 
lifelong UUs who are becoming re-involved as adults, and supports new UUs who often are teaching about a faith they are 
just beginning to understand themselves. 

7. Provide parent handouts in every session plan. Lifelong UUs describe a family heritage that teaches UU 
values at home; as such, we must support our parents in teaching the faith at home and at church. 

8. Offer opportunities for all ages to live our UU values. Social justice drives our faith. Good church 
programming offers opportunities for everyone to learn and to internalize this important motivator, which helps us to 
remember that when we stand up for the right thing, we have the entire church and denomination standing with us. 

9. Offer engaging church school for kindergarten through sixth grade. Lifelong UUs report memories of 
nurturing teachers, engaging craft projects, and dropping money into collection boxes; singing in children’s choir and 
challenging questions; that is, a blend of skilled, caring teachers and programs that balance fun (which keeps children 
coming back) and teachable moments (which create mature religious individuals). 

 

 

 

           (Continued on Page 8) 

Religious Education 
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Religious Education 

(Continued from page 7) 

10.   Take every opportunity for ministers and lay leaders to mentor children and teens. “If we hope to make  
our young people’s faith a lifelong commitment, then we must make sure that our leaders have time to notice and 
appreciate our youth. Our society often treats youth as anonymous. Yet the responses of lifelong UUs  bear witness 
to the power of having one’s emerging talents recognized.” 

11.    Sweep teens into immersion experiences. Rallies, conferences, camps, and service trips are events that          
create lifelong bonds. People of all ages need them, but teens are developmentally poised to get the most            
“lift” from these buoyant experiences. 

12.    Bolster and protect youth groups.  Kate says “The most stunning result of the survey was the number of      
people who mentioned their youth groups as positive experiences… A youth group requires balanced, mature, 
creative and flexible leadership, governance, and guidelines to protect the youth group experience for our teens.  
Maintaining a healthy youth group under healthy advisors requires a commitment to provide financial and 
leadership resources.  However, the lasting commitment to our faith that youth groups can impart to young people 
is worth the investment.” 

13.    Connect with our young adults.  Programming for young adults is good (and needed), but we should start      
simply; for example, a holiday homecoming reception for returning college students or an invitation to read or 
speak at a worship service. 

14.    Sing together. Support great music programs and encourage them to reach out to all ages: children’s choirs,      
youth music groups, and hospice choirs. Music connects often overly intellectual UUs with transcendent          
feelings. 

15.  Celebrate founders, lifers, and heritage. Write the congregational history, keep the archives current, and    
tell the founders’ story regularly; have a founders’ day celebration, put up the historical plaques, and keep        
current and historical photo albums in a place people can see them. In short, CELEBRATE! 

In faith,  Kathy 

Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30 to 12 noon every Friday in the nursery. If you have a young child, come join 
with other parents for playtime, support and companionship. Our playgroup provides the opportunity for our youngest 
children and their families to get to know each other in a gentle, playful, fun, and low-stress environment. For details, 
contact John Elder. 

Family Events at CUUC in March 

Sat. 3/2 – Community Café with Kiya Heartwood – auction event/family party 
Sun. 3/3– Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m., K-1 OWL, YRUU meeting 
Sun. 3/10 – Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m., Game Day 
Fri. 3/15 and Sat. 3/16: Coming of Age Rummage Sale 
Sun. 3/17: Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. 
Fri. 3/22 to Sun. 3/24: North Texas Rally (youth rally) 
Sun. 3/24: Worship and Religious Education, 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. 3/31: Worship (Multi-Generational Service) Easter service, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from Wednesday to 
Sunday. I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon. Non-emergency messages received during 
that time will be answered Wednesday morning. I am in the office on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, or by 
appointment during other times. 
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Community News 
Community Garden – You Can Help! 
 

The Community Garden is one of our most exciting community ministries!  YOU can participate, even if you 
do not have a plot this year! 
 

How do you participate? 
 

• Donate brightly colored latex paint our high school youth can use to paint the brand-new compost 
bins made of recycled wood pallets.  Leftover paint is welcome, as are donations of 1-inch to 4-inch 
paintbrushes. Donations can be left in the church office or on the back porch anytime before March 
18. 

• Bring large, flattened cardboard boxes. We line our paths with them and cover them with mulch to 
discourage weed growth. Donations can be brought to the garden and left in the middle compost bin 
or you can see Deb Bliss for larger donations. 

• “Plant a Row for the Hungry” in your own home garden.  Bring your harvest to the Community 
Garden any Saturday morning before 8:30 a.m. and we will take it to the food pantry with our produce. 

 

See?  Doing good through the garden is easier than you thought! 
 

Every year, our vibrant Community Garden grows and donates organic produce to our neighborhood food 

pantries and is an enriching cross-pollination between members of Community UU Church, Sai Baba, 

and gardeners from the local community. As of this writing in mid-February, the garden plots are 

brown with small speckles of green here and there. By mid-March, we’ll be bustin’ out all over with 

spring greens, radishes, lettuce, and other cold-weather-loving plants. It’s a great time to be a green 

gardener in the Community Garden! If you want to learn more about the Community Garden, visitors 

are always welcome at the monthly socials, which are held on the second Saturday of the month from 

10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more information. 

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 

Summer Opportunities for UU Fun!!!! 

For Families 

General Assembly: Louisville, KY. June 19-23. Too much adult programming to list. Youth Caucus ages 14-18, 
“UU Camp” children 3-13. http://www.uua.org/ga/programming/14599.shtml 

SWUUSI: Western Hills Guest Ranch, OK. July 21-26. UU family summer camp. http://swuuc.org/pages/
services/camps/swuusi.php. 

For Youth 

SWUUC Junior Camp (Gr. 7-9), July 7-13. Senior Camp (Gr. 9-12), July 14-20. U-Bar-U, a UU retreat center in 
Texas Hill Country. http://swuuc.org/pages/services/camps.php 

Camp Murray (Gr. 9-12), First Unitarian Church of Oklahoma City. http://campmurray.orgor email Ann 
McDermott at amcd56@sbcglobal.net 

For Children 

SWUUC Children’s Camp (Gr. 3-6), June 30-July 6. U-Bar-U . http://swuuc.org/pages/services/
camps.php 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Tom Reid: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper Grace Morrison:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator Cyn Blanco 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Ian Rule, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: Nelah McComsey, Grace Morrison, 
Carol Wise:  investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amanda Peters, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
cremily4512@gmail.com 

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntauus.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTAUUS@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Community Website Links 

Habitat ReStore of South Collin County: 
www.restore.habitat-scc.org 
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Finance Committee by Ty Hall, Treasurer 
The January financial summary is included with this report.  Our income exceeded expenses this month for a net 
ordinary income of $2, 736, primarily due to higher than expected pledge income and fundraiser income.     

On the Expense side, many areas are below budget but Facilities, Religious Education and income generating 
expense are all still well above budget for the year. Two of these, RE and Facilities, are significant slices of our 
overall budget, so even a small % change becomes a large dollar change. 

Since both income and expenses are above expectations, we are just over $1,000 above budget in Net Ordinary 
Income.  With only 3 more months in the fiscal year, we will have to carefully monitor expenses and stay on 
schedule with our pledges.  

I neglected last month to say “Thanks” to Lionel and Donna Bening for their donation towards our very successful 
raffle. We cleared a net profit of $2,245. Thanks, Lionel and Donna, and Thanks to all who participated.  Also, 
“Congratulations” to Mark & Victoria Rachel, proud owners of a new 52” plasma television! 

Thanks to each of you for your stewardship of our church. 

January  Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE JANUARY  2013 

     

INCOME Month of Jan. 13 Budget YTD YTD Budget 

Total Offering Income 22,060.00 16,746.00 167,900.00 161,437.00. 

Total Fund Raiser Income   3,705.00   2,758.00   32,181.00   23,042.00 

Total Building Usage   2,062.00   2,450.00   16,759.00   19,600.00 

TOTAL INCOME 27,844.00 22,399.00 219,078.00 207,812.00 

     

EXPENSE     

Administration 4,460.00 3,709.00 23,492.00 29,013.00 

Programs 2,313.00 2,283.00 14,586.00 17,523.00 

Religious Education 4,008.00 4,155.00 38,444.00 36,195.00 

Facilities/Grounds 5,525.00 5,356.00 43,343.00 40,099.00 

Income-Generating Expense    415.00    525.00   7,835.00   4,975.00 

Ministry 6,894.00 7,378.00 59,123.00 59,023.00 

Denomination 1,432.00 1,430.00   8,835.00 10,077.00 

TOTAL EXPENSE 25,109.00 24,835.00             207,032.00 196,835.00 

NET INCOME  2,736.00 -2,437.00 12,045.00 10,977.00 

     

 

Annual Budget 

232,225.00 

  28,100.00 

  29,400.00 

294,835.00 

 

 

42,802.03 

25,834.25 

54,138.00 

60,252.00 

  7,550.00 

88,533.72 

15,725.00 

294,835.00 

0.00 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 

The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 
Deadline for the April 
newsletter is Friday, March 
15th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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Adult Religious Education 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the 
living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 
 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Our programs include our continuing 
meditation group and a variety of topical classes. Childcare available upon request. To reserve childcare call 
the church office (972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
 

Monday Evenings 
Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 
Clifton says that "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through 
self-observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as ‘insight meditation.’ 
This is the backbone of our studies in meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a 
practiced mediator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning 
the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through 
readings, dharma talks, and questions and answers; group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this 
process as we all grow together." 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
Harvest the Power - Sarah Reiling and Gary Sharpsteen 
Harvest the Power is a 12-week leadership development course offered by the Leadership Development 
Committee. It was developed by the Unitarian Universalist Association and prepares church members to hold 
positions of responsibility. This is the third time we have offered the course. Participation is by invitation; 
however, if you are interested please contact Sarah Reiling. 
 

Thursday Evenings 
Understanding Islam – Islamic Speakers Bureau 
This three-session series will cut through all the headlines and misrepresentations to give us a clear view of our 
Muslim neighbors and fellow Americans. Question and answer time will follow each presentation. 

March 14: Getting to know Muslim Americans and Their Faith 
 

March 21: Women in Islam 
 

March 28: Roots of Muslims in America 
 

Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe 0 Rev. Don Fielding 
Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave background, 
and it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the 
big bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and then suddenly released 
when the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an 
uninterrupted voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic microwave 
background is just one of the many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of 
cosmology a wondrous, fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study.  
 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter. 
Section A: Cosmic Overview 

March 7: Dark Matter and Dark Energy (96 percent) 
March 14:         *** BREAK ***                  (Continued on back) 
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Adult Religious Education (continued from other side) 

Section B: The Universe’s Geometry and Expansion History 
March 21: Cosmic Geometry – Triangles in the Sky 
March 28: Cosmic Expansion – Keeping Track of Energy 
 

 

For our March 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  


