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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

      
June 

Sunday Services  
 

June 2, 2013 
Reverend Patrick Price 

“Humor, …No,  Seriously”   
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Reverend Patrick Price 
“Play’s the Thing”  
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Reverend Patrick Price “Fun House 
Mirrors “ 
 

June 23, 2013 
Guest speaker: Amy Martin 
“Fun and Frolic in the Face of Our 
Real Lives” 
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Communication Takes Teamwork 

As we begin a new church year, I think about how grateful I am to 
all the dedicated volunteers who shared their time and talents and 
became members of  our communications team since June 2012. I 
also think about enhancements to our website, Facebook page, 
monthly newsletter, program promotion posters, and much more, 
and how they are the direct result of  the efforts made by our very 
capable team.  Much has been accomplished and exciting new 

 things are on the horizon.   

When a visitor tells you they attended a Sunday worship service  
after a visit to our website or Facebook page, thank Gene Verinder. 
If  you like the new format for the monthly newsletter, give kudos to 
Robert Chuvarsky. Tell Mary Jennings how a program poster 
that caught your eye encouraged you to attend an Adult RE 
program that you thoroughly enjoyed. When you receive the Eblast 
each Thursday, think about Joyce Thompson, a member of  our 
team who edits the Eblast remotely from her home in California. 
We look forward to seeing her again when she and Phil return to 
Plano in the fall. 

These volunteers, and others who step up to complete the 
occasional tasks necessary for a successful communications 
program, are the people who keep us informed and share our 
message with the wider community. 

Communication takes teamwork or, to quote Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, “No member of  a crew is praised for the rugged 
individuality of  his rowing.”  Perhaps my favorite quote about 
teamwork, however, is from Mother Theresa: “I can do what you 
can’t do, and you can do what I can’t do; together we can do great 
things.”        LexieMcGrane 
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As much as modern Westerners claim to love and brag about our leisure culture and vacations, we also have a 
love/hate relationship with our time off. Even on vacations we stay connected to with work with cell phones, 
pagers and laptops.  Even if we manage to get away, we feel guilty or dread what awaits our return. 

Play's importance for adults is vastly underestimated.  Humans are one of the few animals whose adults play.  
May be play is not only an expression of our humanness but important to what has actually made us human.  It 
now appears that play aids in our evolutionary processes by allowing and encouraging our brains to exercise their 
flexibility, maintaining and maybe even renewing neural connections.  These connections embody our potential 
as human beings to adapt to changing situations and conditions. It restores our optimism, changes our 
perspective, and stimulates creativity. It renews our ability to do our work in the world. 

Being a state of mind, by entering into play, we become the mover and the moved.  Play is not "ordinary" or 
"real" life.  Rather it is a stepping out of "real" life into a temporary sphere of activity with a disposition all of its 
own. We and every child know that we are pretending, but this does not keep us from being very serious about 
our play.  It permits us an emotional discharge which in fact carries little risk. Like communal worship, play 
brings a temporary, limited glimpse of paradise, the beloved community. 

 Play is a medium for trying out the new and can liberate us from oppression and stagnation.  We can try on new 
patterns of thought and behavior.  We can see this both in role playing games and in behaviors on the internet as 
well as in ritual and worship. This is one reason why issues of privacy and safety on the internet have become so 
important to people.  There is a tremendous freedom of self and play which we do not wish to lose now that we 
have found it. 

Consequently, play is a vehicle for personal and cultural transformation.  It can be a mode of change, innovation 
and heresy as well as the status quo.   This adds new weight and importance to the saying that "if you can 
imagine a thing you can do it."  Play gives us the opportunity to try on new ways of doing things, the possibility 
of developing new rules, new patterns, new boundaries through which we can try to again re-create our world;  
to realize the goals we set for ourselves individually and collectively. Play is an act of self-definition, showing 
what we choose to do, not what we have to do. 

Play is very real and serious stuff.  Yet when we begin to take ourselves too seriously and get stuck, it reminds us 
that we can be liberated.  Let us remind ourselves to imagine what we want and need, then try it on in play and 
see what happens. And yet, if the world's games are not fair and cheat us or others out of our opportunities to 
play evenly, then be a spoilsport, take your ball and start a new game which will be fair and even handed.  With 
playfulness, let us liberate ourselves and each other from the oppressions, both great and small which we endure.  
In the end, let's give each other the respect, safety of space and time to play as we need, for our own sakes and 
the world's. 

Personally, the end of June and some of July I am visiting family and spending  time with our Coming of Age 
youth on their heritage trip in the Boston area. I will be back in the office August 1st and I look forward to 
hearing about your summer when I return.  Remember to collect water from your activities to share in our 
Ingathering of Waters ceremony, August 25th.  Until then, have a safe and playful summer. Blessings,  Patrick. 

PS.  I will be attending our UUA General Assembly virtually this month.  For more information on how to do 
this yourself,  go to: http://www.uua.org/ga/virtual/index.shtml...            

Patrick’s Ponderings   “ The Necessity of Play ”                                    

 Worship and Religious Education theme for June:  "Humor and Play"  
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As I take up the president’s mantle from Tom Reid for the next two years, I find myself hugely grateful to all of 
the generous, steadfast, creative and loving people who keep this church humming along. The truth is, although 
the president and Board of Trustees provide some focus and organization, the real work of Community Church 
is done by you, our members and friends. Scores of volunteers lend their energy and effort to keep this place 
going: people who take care of the kitchen and wash dishes on Sunday morning, who teach religious education 
classes, who mow the grass or help maintain the building, and much, much more. Thank you for all you do!  

I’m fortunate to step into a role that has been well-prepared by a talented line of past presidents: Tom Reid, 
Sarah Reiling, Leslie Harper, Nelah McComsey, and all who came before. We have a strong Board of Trustees, a 
capable Program Board, and a devoted Religious Education Board who keep Community Church moving 
forward. My deepest thanks go to the members of these boards, all our committee chairs, and the numerous 
committee members and other volunteers who step up week after week, year after year, to take care of business 
and each other.   

So what’s next?  

We have spent this year looking at stewardship in all its aspects. We’ve tried to start living an answer to the 
question, “What does it mean to take care of each other and this community?” 

In the coming year, I’d like us to take the next step and broaden our definition of the community we take care 
of. Being engaged with the world outside our church doors is critical to our heritage as Unitarian Universalists, 
to our individual spiritual growth, and to the reason we come together here as Community UU Church.  

Anne Lamott writes in an essay called “Why I Make Sam Go to Church,” “The main reason [I make him go] is 
that I want to give him what I found in the world, which is to say a path and a little light to see by.” Blogger 
Mallory McDuff adds, “I want [my teenage daughter] to know that those people working to confront poverty, 
inequality, and environmental injustice in our church are vulnerable souls, but they are acting for the greater 
good in spite of their questions. I want her to know that church is not a social club, but she has to take actions 
to ensure it is a foundation of justice for all.” 

That’s the goal I would like us to pursue collectively over the next two years: to confront poverty, inequality, and 
environmental injustice; to act for the greater good in spite of our questions. To be a foundation for justice. 

As a first step, I’m going to ask for us to collectively find a project or cause to work on together that will make a 
difference in the world. Whatever we choose, I would like it to be something with lots of ways for all 200+ of us 
to contribute, regardless of schedule constraints, age, skill sets, or physical limitations.  

Start thinking: How can Community Church make a difference in the larger community? What can we offer 
that is uniquely ours? How can we make our neighbors’ lives better, easier, safer, healthier, or more fulfilled?  

Then save Saturday, August 24 for our annual Leadership Retreat, where we’ll explore the possibilities together. 
Tom Reid’s experiment last year — inviting everyone in the congregation to come together and engage an 
important question — was so successful that I want to try it again. So you are personally invited to come join 
our three boards next August 24th and help us choose a direction for our next big goal.  

We have other goals to pursue together, of course, including an update of our strategic plan and continuing to 
investigate the possibilities of multigenerational worship. It promises to be an exciting few years, and I’m looking 
forward to continuing our collective journey. Thank you for your contributions and companionship on this road 
we’re traveling.  

See you in church, friends!   Elena Westbrook 

 

 

 

          

 

President’s Column  
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Simple Living Chalice Circle  

Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
June 8, at 11:00, at Ona Tannehill’s 
home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 

 

News from Your Community 
Garden 
 
The garden is PRODUCING!  
Come out and visit us any Sunday 
before or after church.  There is 
almost always someone there who 
will be happy to talk to you about 
square foot gardening, keyhole 
gardens or bio-digesters for food 
waste.  We’d also like to invite you 
to visit our herb garden to snip 
some fresh herbs for your Sunday 
dinner!   
 

All of this productivity means a 
new opportunity for CUUC church 
members.  Anyone who would like 
to help harvest is welcome!  We 
harvest on Saturday mornings from 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. and then take our 
just-picked produce to God’s Food 
Pantry or another area food bank.  
Fifth-grader Cassie Boone (Sandy 
Farlow’s granddaughter) has begun 
to join us for harvest – thank you, 
Cassie!  And a little child shall lead 
them …. (well, actually, a growing 
young lady, but you get the quoteJ).   
 

Community Garden events also 
produced $203 towards the 
maintenance of the garden and 
$181 for the CUUC mug project.  
Way to go, Community Gardeners! 

Literary Ladies Book Club 
Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us. 
Date: Tuesday, June 11 7-9pm 

Location: June Bruns’ 
home.  Contact June by June 7 if you 
plan to attend. 

Book: Destiny of the Republic: A 
Tale of Madness, Medicine and the 
Murder of a President by Candice 
Millard  The extraordinary New York 
Times bestselling account of James 
Garfield's rise from poverty to the American 
presidency, and the dramatic history of his 
assassination and legacy, from bestselling 
author of The River of Doubt, Candice 
Millard.   

Date: Tuesday, July 16 7 9pm  

moving to third Tuesday 

Location: TBA 

Book:  Your Inner Fish: A Journey 
into the 3.5 Billion Year History of 
the Human Body by Neil Shubin 

Why do we look the way we do? Neil 
Shubin, the paleontologist and professor of 
anatomy who co-discovered Tiktaalik, the 
“fish with hands,” tells the story of our 
bodies as you've never heard it before. By 
examining fossils and DNA, he shows us 
that our hands actually resemble fish fins, 
our heads are organized like long-extinct 
jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes 
look and function like those of worms and 
bacteria. Your Inner Fish makes us look at 
ourselves and our world in an illuminating 
new light. This is science writing at its 
finest—enlightening, accessible and told with 
irresistible enthusiasm. Amazon 

 

 

 

 

Friday Flicks   
Founders Hall   7p.m. 
 

JUNE 14 - SILVER LININGS 
PLAYBOOK - 2012 

After a stint in a mental institution, 
former teacher Pat Solitano (Bradley 
Cooper) moves back in with his 
parents (Robert De Niro) and (Jacki 
Weaver) and tries to reconcile with 
his ex-wife.  He is looking for the 
"silver linings" in his life.  Things get 
more challenging when Pat meets 
Tiffany (Jennifer Lawrence), a 
mysterious girl with problems of her 
own.  The film won an Oscar for 
Jennifer Lawrence as best actress, and 
was nominated for best picture, 
director, actor, Bradley Cooper; 
supporting actor, Robert De Niro 
and best supporting actress, Jacki 
Weaver. 
 

JUNE 28 - THE RAZOR'S 
EDGE - 1946 

Based on W. Somerset Maugham's 
novel, disenchanted World War I 
veteran Larry Darrell (Tyrone power) 
leaves his fiancée, Isabel, (Gene 
Tierney) to travel the globe seeking 
spiritual identity.  Years later they 
meet in Paris where Isabel, her 
husband, and her children live with 
her rich Uncle, Elliott Templeton 
(Clifton Webb).  Isabel desperately 
tries to rekindle Larry's love for 
her.  Anne Baxter won a well-
deserved supporting actress Oscar 
for her role as Sophie.   
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Deadline for the July newsletter 
is Friday, June 21st. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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The mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and to stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05 p.m. and ends at 1:30 
p.m. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

Childcare is available upon request for all classes. To reserve childcare call the church office (972-424-8989) 
at least 48 hours in advance. 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as ‘insight meditation.’ This is 
the backbone of our studies in meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

“Home Grown: We Learn From Our Own” is an occasional series that lets our brilliant fellow church 
members share their knowledge and passion. 

You’ve Got to Know How to Fold Them: a Three-Part series on Origami, the Japanese Art of Paper 
Folding – Cooper Hall 

This is an Adult RE Family Event! The first two sessions will have been completed in May. In the third session 
on June 5, participants will do some actual paper folding and will enjoy a social at the end of the session. 

June 12 To Bee or Not to Bee – Jay and Cooper Hall 

Our own beekeepers will explain and demonstrate beekeeping, discuss the role of bees in the interconnected 
web, and share concerns about the decline of bee populations. You don’t have to become a beekeeper (although 
they are recruiting), but our hives are producing high quality honey, some of which we are sharing with food 
banks. 

This class will begin at 6:30 p.m. and end by 8 p.m. to accommodate children and youth. Childcare is 
available by request through the church office. 

Thursday Evenings 

Adventures in Origins - Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don Fielding – 
6:30 pm. 

Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave background, and 
it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the big 
bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and then suddenly released when 
the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an uninterrupted  

                                       (Continued on page 6) 

 

 

Adult Religious Education 
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voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic microwave background is just one of 
many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of cosmology a wondrous, 
fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study. 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

Section D: Structures – From Sound to Stars to Galaxies  

June 6: - From Child to Maturity – Galaxy Evolution  

June 13: - Giant Black Holes – Construction and Carnage  

June 20: - The Galaxy Web – A Relic of Primordial Sound  

June 27: - *** BREAK ***  

Literary Ladies Book Club 
We meet the second Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. and welcome women members and friends of 
Community UU Church. 
 

Date: Tuesday, June 11 7 to 9 p.m. 
Location: June Bruns' home.  Contact June at mailto:junebruns@verizon.net] junebruns@verizon.net 
by June 7 if you plan to attend.   
Book: Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder 
 of a President by Candice Millard  

The extraordinary New York Times bestselling account of James Garfield's rise from poverty to the American 

presidency, and the dramatic history of his assassination and legacy. From bestselling author of The River of 

Doubt, Candice Millard 
 

Date: Tuesday, July 16  7to 9pm   *****moving to third Tuesday***** 

Location: TBA 

Book:  Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the 3.5 Billion Year History of the Human Body by Neil Shubin 
 

“Why do we look the way we do? Neil Shubin, the paleontologist and professor of anatomy who co-

discovered Tiktaalik, the "fish with hands," tells the story of our bodies as you've never heard it before. By 

examining fossils and DNA, he shows us that our hands actually resemble fish fins, our heads are organized 

like long-extinct jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes look and function like those of worms and 

bacteria. Your Inner Fish makes us look at ourselves and our world in an illuminating new light. This is science 

writing at its finest— enlightening, accessible and told with irresistible enthusiasm.” — Amazon 

Thinking about joining the “cool kids” in RE?  The RE Board is currently talking to folks about teaching 
next year.  Please – whether or not you have children in the program, Religious Education is a program that is 
vital not only to our future but our present as well.  So when you are invited to teach, please say yes!  And if 
you’d like to volunteer without being asked, we’d love to talk to you!  Contact any member of the RE Board 
or DRE Kathy Smith today! 
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Why you should bring your children to church in the summer 

While it’s tempting to say, “Because summer RE is FUN” – and it is! – that is not the only reason our children should to come to 
church every week in the summer. 

1. We are creatures of habit (all of us, no matter how old).  If we want to encourage a habit – in this case, 
the habit of regular church attendance – we would be wise not to break the habit three months out of 
every twelve.  Imagine if we did the same with other habits.   “We take a vacation from vegetables when 
there are more fun things to eat.”  “It’s too hot to get out of bed on Sundays to do the laundry.”  “Oh, 
we don’t bother exercising during the summer.  We’ll pick it up again in September.”  As any couch 
potato can tell you, it’s a lot easier to maintain a routine than it is to stop and start it again every few 
months!   

2. The corollary to the above: coming to church regularly over the summer will relieve a lot of tension on 
Sunday mornings in September.   

3. Summer afternoons give us the time to linger at church.  During the school year we are so busy that we 
leave immediately after coffee hour, if not right after the service ends.  In the summer, we have a little 
more time to relax and get to know the members of our community.  Take advantage of that and allow 
your child to play with their friends, and maybe make a new friend or two as well. 

4. Why do you bring your child to church in the fall, winter and spring?  Those reasons don’t go away when 
the calendar pages turn to June, July and August.  UU identity, character development, participation in 
community – those needs are there all summer long, too.   

5. Come because your community needs you.  A faith community without participants … isn’t.   

6. Bring your children because you’ve volunteered to teach.  We still have openings for all grade levels.  
And bring them because other people have volunteered to teach, and need to have students! 

7. Let’s face it – summer programming IS fun.  We have the chance to do fun activities, with a different 
group of friends, in a UU setting where we have to practice our values.  The chance to “shake things up” 
and do something different in RE is a golden opportunity.     

So what ARE we doing in Religious Education this summer?  Preschool and K-3 are Celebrating Rainforests – 
learning about the plants, animals, and diversity of our world, and how we can take care of it.  Grades 4-8 are 
learning about rainforests through the lens of Fair Trade Chocolate (and yes, there is a chocolate tasting day).  
The Coming of Age class has requested more time together, so the first four weeks of summer will be discussion 
of topics they didn’t get enough time to talk about during the class year!  High school has requested a summer of 
service projects, so they will be doing hands-on projects every week as they get ready to go to New Orleans in 
August.  But none of this is possible without YOU.  See you in church this summer! 

In faith, Kathy 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons, or by appointment during other times.  From June 6-9 I will be on vacation.  Questions 
that arise during that time can be directed to RE Board Chair Amy Dessert; issues requiring pastoral care should 
go to Rev. Patrick Price.  From June 17-26, I will be attending General Assembly in Louisville followed by 
several days of vacation; I will answer voicemail and email during that time, although my response time will be 
longer than usual.   
                                    (Continued on page 8) 

 
 

Religious Education 
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Religious Education (Continued from page 7) 
 

Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sunday, June 2 - 10:30 Worship, Summer Program begins 
Sunday, June 2 – Middle School Social Group goes to Group Dynamix  (contact: Kathy Smith) 
Sunday, June 9 –10:30 Worship/RE  
Sunday, June 16 – 10:30 Worship/RE 
Sunday, June 23 – 10:30 Worship/RE 
Sunday, June 30 – 10:30 Worship/RE 
 

 

 

 

Women Alliance goes Italian 
 
On Saturday June 22 Women's Alliance is having an Italian Pot Luck Dinner for Adults.  The fun starts 
at 6 p.m. in Founders Hall at CUUC.  All women are invited and you can bring a guest (spouse, friend, 
family member). No child care will be available).  Please let Valerie Gomes know if you are coming and 
what dish you are bringing.  The theme is an Italian feast.  Stomping grapes is not required!  Come prepared 
for fun, friends, and good food.  

NEW UU Class - Saturday, June 8th - 9:00am - 1:30pm 

Lunch and Childcare Provided 

Do you want to learn more about Unitarian Universalism or Community Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Plano? Maybe you would like to meet some of our leaders, or to hear about our programs and 
activities. Maybe you're thinking about becoming a member. Are you interested in sharing your story or 
hearing those of other new UUs like yourself? 

The New UU class is fundamental and perfect for experiencing the sense of community for which you 
have been longing. 

"Coty & I felt like we needed to know more, and we were so glad that we went to the class. We learned about what being 
UU stood for. We had the opportunity to ask questions. We got to know Patrick better. We met the folks that we would 
always consider friends from that point forward, and we still keep a list on our fridge of all the new UUs that were there 
that day, like a Freshman class roster. Now we see them in the choir or in Founder's Hall and say, 'hey, I knew you 
when!' " ~ Lizzie Kennedy, member since 2010 

The workshop is broadly divided into three areas: 

- spiritual journey and worship, 

- history and background of Unitarian Universalism, 

- the programs and organization of Community Church. 

For More Information or To Register: email membcom@communityuuchurch.org, with your 
contact information or talk to a Greeter in the foyer on Sunday. We will need to know if you need child 
care and the names and ages of the children. 
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Interested in UUA General Assembly (GA)?  

The Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly is an annual gathering of several thousand UUs from all parts 
of the globe. You have to experience it to understand the energy and excitement it produces and the heady realization 
that you are not alone! 

Participation in General Assembly is a way to become involved with the democratic processes of our larger movement, 
an opportunity to join in larger social justice thrusts and also to meet other UUs, expose yourself to awe-inspiring 
worship and attend some thought-provoking programs.  GA this year is being held in Louisville, Kentucky from 
Wednesday afternoon, June 19, through Sunday evening, June 23.  And now there are options of participating either 
physically or from the comfort of your home. AND, if funding is an issue, there are some ways of mitigating that, too!  

  Here are possible options for you: 

• If you can’t physically go to GA, let the Leadership Development Committee know that you are interested in being a 
remote delegate – they will collect names and forward to the Board of Trustees for appointment of delegates. 

• If you can go to GA, register early for a reduced rate (available March 1 – April 30) – and let the Leadership 
Development Committee know if you are interested in being a delegate. 

• If you’ve got the time but not the money, you can apply for a scholarship – we have a budget for Leadership 
Development that the UUA may match, potentially saving up to $500 in out-of-pocket cost per person. 

If you want to minimize your transportation costs, consider carpooling with our resident GA junkie, Dick Hildenbrand 
who will be driving up and back. 

Any questions you have should be directed to Dick at facilities@communityuuchurch.org or the Leadership 
Development Committee at ldc@communityuuchurch.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWUUSI is coming!!! SWUUSI is coming!!! 
What's SWUUSI you ask? SWUUSI is summer fun with UUs! Specifically it is the SouthWest Unitarian Universalist 
Summer Institute, and it occurs every year during the last full week of July (For 2013: July 21 to 26) at the amazing and 
beautiful Western Hills Guest Ranch in Sequoyah State Park near Tulsa OK. Here is a great video about SWUUSI 
http://youtu.be/nxboLErwZbc  
 
SWUUSI offers opportunities for faith development, education, entertainment, and recreational activities for all ages. 
Whether relaxing in the sun; having discussions in the classroom; or singing in the choir, SWUUSI offers something for 
everyone! 
 
This year's theme is "Becoming," and the theme speaker is Rev. Dr John Thomas. Every year there is an artist-in-
residence and this year it will be emma's revolution (http://www.emmasrevolution.com/). The registration and 
webpage are coming soon and you can get more general information about SWUUSI here: http://swuuc.org/pages/
services/camps/swuusi/what-is-swuusi.php.  
 
If you want to know more about SWUUSI, ask those of us who have been to it. We LOVE to talk about SWUUSI. Here 
are the names of a few people you can corner to ask questions and learn more: Dick Hildenbrand, Linda Frank, and 
Bev Fleming; Chet and Anne Smith; and Lee Veal. 

Need Summer Leaders and Assistants! We still have lots of opportunities to volunteer to teach or 
assist this summer.  You can choose your age range (preschool, elementary or older children) and the 
days you teach.  If you’d rather work with youth, we have openings for facilitators for our social justice 
projects for our teens.  To volunteer, please contact Kathy Smith at dre@communityUUchurch.org as 
soon as possible! 
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Tom Reid: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper Grace Morrison:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator Cyn Blanco 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Tom Reid, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amanda Peters, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntauus.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTAUUS@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee by Ty Hall, Treasurer 
 
 

The APRIL 2013 financial summary is included with this report.  Our April ordinary income exceeded 
expenses this month for a net ordinary gain of $1,958.     

Our year to date Ordinary Income is a little above YTD Expenses with a net gain YTD of $3,036.   With 
only one month remaining in our fiscal year, we have about a 50/50% chance of finishing the year with a 
very minimal surplus as opposed to a deficit.   

At the time of writing this article, we are only a few days away from the winding up of our pledge drive 
and our congregational meeting where we will vote on a balanced budget for our new fiscal year.  If you 
have not yet pledged, or is you have not yet responded to Elena’s plea to increase your pledge by just 
$15.00 /month, please consider doing so NOW.  Many thanks to all of you who have given and pledged 
so generously. 

This is the final report I will be writing, as my term as treasurer expires at the end of May.  It has been a 

privilege to serve. Thanks to each of you for your stewardship of our church. 

April  Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE April  2013 

      

INCOME 

Month of  

April 13 Budget YTD YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Offering Income 20,024.17 20,392.78 224,845.97 214,121.94 232,225.08 

Total Fund Raiser Income     519.99     533.00   34,173.54   27,667.00   28,100.00 

Total Building Usage  2,367.75 2,450.00 23,140.50 26,950.00 29,400.00 

Misc. Income 10,622.36     324.16   23,829.50     4,785.76     5,109.92 

TOTAL INCOME 33,534.27 23,699.94 305,989.51 273,524.70 294,835.00 

      

EXPENSE      

Administration 4,521.73 3,248.57 41,678.53 39,463.40 42,802.03 

Programs 1,810.99 2,092.70 19,673.30 23,801.51 25,834.25 

Religious Education 7,829.40 4,225.34 54,112.99 49,983.18 54,138.00 

Facilities/Grounds 7,740.79 5,052.20 61,448.01 55,525.60 60,252.00 

Income-Generating Expense    509.21   525.00   9,741.77   7,150.00   7,550.00 

Ministry 14,972.71 7,377.82 88,412.53 81,156.02 88,533.72 

Denomination 2,879.87 1,429.54 15,725.00 14,295.40 15,725.00 

TOTAL EXPENSE 31,576.10 23,951.17             302,952.75 271,375.11 294,835.00 

NET ORDINARY INCOME   1,958.17  -251.23    3,036.76     2,149.59 0.00 

PAYROLL EXPENSE -8,688.60  11,955.20   

 

% YTD 

To Ann’l 

Bdgt 

  96.8 

121.6 

  78.7 

466.3 

103.8 

 

 

  97.4 

  76.1 

  99.9 

102.0 
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  99.9 

100.0 

 

102.8 
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Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 

The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 
Deadline for the July 
newsletter is Friday, June 
21st. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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NORTH TEXAS                                               2013 NTUUC Boards Training 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST                                     Saturday, July 13, 2013 
CONGREGATIONS 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF EFFECTIVE BOARD GOVERNANCE 
Program Overview 

Program Description 

The NTUUC board training program, Fundamentals of Effective Board Governance, is designed for 
governance board teams to gain a better understanding of their individual role as a UU congregation board 
member and to assess how their board is operating as a team in each of the fundamentals. The program will be 
interactive, facilitated by experienced UU congregational leaders, and designed for participants to share and 
learn from each other. We encourage both new and continuing board members from the same congregation to 
attend and work together as a team to assess and apply the Fundamentals of Effective Board Leadership to 
your board plans. The program will provide “how to” tools for participants to take back and use with their 
boards. 

The Fundamentals of Effective Board Governance is based on a board governance model developed and 
presented by Jim Key: 
  o Six Primary Functions of the Board. 

• Visioning 
• Policy Making 
• Stewardship 
• Sponsorship 
• Advocacy 
• Consultancy 

  o Modes of Governance as Leadership: 
• Fiduciary 
• Strategic 
• Generative 

 

Target Audience 
This program is designed for new and continuing UU congregational board members. Congregational boards 
are encouraged to attend the training as a team. 
 

Program Goals 
The board training program is designed to: 
       1. Provide new and continuing governance board members with fundamental understanding of their role     
on a UU congregation board. 
       2. Provide UU congregation board teams the opportunity to assess their collective leadership  
effectiveness based on a set of Fundamental Effective Board Governance principles. 
       3. Develop shared language and guiding principles for effective UU congregation board leadership. 
       4. Provide participants with practical “how to” tools and the opportunity to develop action plans for their 
 boards based on the Fundamentals of Effective Board Governance. 
 

Program Location: 
Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano 
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 
(972) 424-8989 
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For our June 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Grocery Stores Donation Program 

There are three grocery store chains that will donate money to the church through your purchases. The stores are 
Albertsons Community Partners, Tom Thumb Good Neighbor Program and Kroger’s Neighbor to Neighbor Program. 
You can pick up paperwork for Tom Thumb and Kroger and the keychain card for Albertsons from the greeter’s table. 
The church gets a percentage of your purchase every time you shop at these stores if you follow the simple directions 
on the paperwork and have the keychain card scanned every time you shop. 

Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-12 noon every Friday in the nursery. If you have a young child, come join with 
other parents for playtime, support and companionship. Our playgroup provides the opportunity for our youngest 
children and their families to get to know each other in a gentle, playful, fun and low-stress environment. For details, 
contact John Elder at John.Robert.Elder@gmail.com. 


