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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 
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Sunday Services  
 

July 7, 2013 
Harvest the Power Class 

“Our Leadership Journeys”   
 

July 14, 2013 
Guest Speaker,:Tom Reid 
“Who are you callin’ old?”  
 

July 21, 2013  
Guest Speaker: Brother Chi Sing 
 

July 28, 2013 
Guest speaker: Marla Loturco, from 
Red River UU 
“Laugh Your Way to a New 
Perspective” 
 
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  
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“Who Do I Send This To?” 

As our communication channels expand to include more electronic and social 
media, and church communications continues to evolve as a team effort, you 
may be wondering who to send your articles and program information to.  I 
hope this brief article will serve as a guide to our major modes of 
communication. 

If you want to promote your event or ongoing activity to church members, 
friends, and the wider community, send your information to 
webguru@communityuuchurch.org.  As many of you know, our web guru is 
Gene Verinder.   Gene will be sure to post your information on our website and 
Facebook page.   

If you have an article for the church newsletter, send it to 
newsletter@communityuuchurch.org.  In June, we happily welcomed a new 
newsletter editor, Anne Smith, to the Communications Team.    

For events and activities that take place in the near future (within two weeks), 
the weekly UUpdate (aka Eblast) is your best bet.  Send information to 
uupdate@communityuuchurch.org. We are in the process of condensing the 
Eblast a bit, so please try to keep your submissions succinct and to the point.  If 
your submission is more than a few sentences, we may need to create a link to 
the full article.   Connie will see that your information is put into the Eblast, and 
Joyce Thompson, our team member “at a distance” will help too. 

Short announcements can be included in the weekly Order of Service.  These 
should be sent to communications@communityuuchurch.org, and Connie 
will see that they appear. 

To promote programs with a poster for the church lobby, send your request to 

communications@communityuuchurch.org at least 4-6 weeks in advance of 

the program date.  Mary Jennings does a wonderful job creating eye-catching 

posters. 

Now you know who and where, what about when?  It’s all about deadlines!   

                    (continued on page 8) 
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Summer is a natural opportunity to slow down, reflect and renew our lives.   Renewal is not about starting over, 
or going back to some primordial state or a golden age.  (That’s nostalgia; a longing for a present future of a past 
that never was).  Renewal is moving forward to a place of greater health and balance in our lives as we are. 

The Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker, who is retiring after 25 years as president of our UU seminary, Starr King School 
for the Ministry, offers a spiritual practice that is very old and very relevant in our consumer driven, hyper 
connected lives.  Rebecca Parker offers a simple, but profound spiritual practice to help us on our way.  Keep 
the Sabbath. 

Keeping the Sabbath means that once every seven days, (that’s once a week) to not participate in consuming or 
producing anything.  To not go to work or bring it home. To give ourselves the space to simply be for a while, 
to read, to reflect, to play, to relate to ourselves and others on deeper levels.  We need to do this so that we do 
not do as the old poet said, "you spend your time getting and spending and laying waste to your powers." 

As Parker offers, "we need to reacquaint ourselves with the beauty and meaning of life and all those tender 
capacities in yourself and those dear relationships with others that are to be cherished.  To know all these things 
that the market place can neither give nor take away." 

The possibility of renewal, and its healing, becomes real in our lives when we give ourselves time and attention.  
We have to do it on purpose with intention.   Perhaps we can begin by living in conscious awareness of our 
location in, and our intimate relationship to our surroundings and our fellow beings.  This is a big change from 
the sleep walking most of us do in our lives.  A possible start is disconnecting from mobile devices and 
computers for 24 hours. No e-mailing or texting for one day each week.  Actually take time to relax, to breathe 
and to simply be; to seek and find renewal requires us to practice the ministry of presence with ourselves and 
each other. 

I will be taking time for renewal for the month of July, and will be back in the office August 1st.   I hope this 
summer is renewing for you and your loved ones. 

         Blessings, Patrick 

 

  

Patrick’s Ponderings   “ Renewal  ”                                      

 

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme plays 
a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each month are 
by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many elements of 
church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and ideas that 
become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these themes could 
transform your life. 

July – Renewal   August – Transitions    September – Vocation and Calling   October – Unity and Diversity  
November – Gratitude   December – Peace  January – Creation  February – Religious Authority  March – 
Redemption   April – Freedom   May - Mercy 
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Your Board of Trustees began the summer — and the new church year — with a retreat focused on setting 
goals and defining our shared vision for Community Church. We spent a little time discussing a slight update to 
the church’s vision statement, taking as inspiration a “values statement” recently developed at First Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Austin. Here’s the result, concise and memorable:  

“At Community Unitarian Universalist Church, we gather in community to nourish spirits, work for justice, and 
transform lives.” 

I’m interested to know what you think. Does this capture your own vision for our church?  

Speaking of visions. . .  

The other big topic at our board retreat was how to identify a shared mission that the entire church can work on 
together. We discussed some ways of narrowing the question so we can discuss it effectively at the August 24th 
leadership retreat. (Please note, “leadership” is an inclusive term: members of all three boards, yes, but also 
committee members, lawn mowers, kitchen volunteers, and people who would like to be future leaders. In other 
words, everyone is invited.) We’re still working on the plans right now, and I don’t want to spoil the surprise, so 
for now I’ll just say “plan to join us on Saturday, August 24.” 

Between the retreat and talking with our current Social Action leaders (Nelah McComsey and Linda Frank), I’ve 
been thinking about the development of missional work in our congregation.  

Ian Rule, who was on the ministerial search committee that called Reverend Patrick Price, told me recently, 
“Eight years ago, when I was preparing the search materials for the UUA, one of the questions was, ‘What is the 
central or core issue that unifies your congregation?’ Being honest, I had to say that we didn't have one.” 

Not because we didn’t want one. This has been a topic of conversation here since I first tuned into leadership 
discussions. “We need to do something meaningful for the larger community.”  

“I want to work on a project that makes a difference in the world.”  

“Our faith is supposed to be about deeds, not creeds. So we should act on our faith.” 

Over the last few years, there’s been a groundswell of activity on several fronts. Nelah and Linda have organized 
a number of projects, such as helping serve dinner at the Samaritan Inn and joining the Family Promise program 
that provides housing and services to homeless families. Clarence Fisher provided support for God’s Food 
Pantry, inspiring donations of fresh produce from our Community Garden and food drives by our youth. Sai 
Baba has joined us to work in the Community Garden, donating all of their harvest to the food pantry. Social 
Action has hosted several Community Read projects to help all of us learn more about issues such as racial 
discrimination in the criminal justice system.      

I feel like we’re building some momentum, as a community, toward finding a shared mission. We’re finding ways 
that we can extend stewardship beyond our own walls into the community around us, as our UU faith inspires 
— in fact, requires — us to do.  

My deep thanks to Linda, Nelah, Clarence, and all of the other people who have been involved with social action 
projects at Community UU Church across the years. You inspire us. I feel the momentum building and cannot 
wait to see what we can do together.  

See you in church, friends!  Elena Westbrook 

  

 

 

 

President’s Column  
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Simple Living Chalice Circle  
Meeting time and place – The 
next meeting will be Saturday 
morning July 13, at 11:00, at Ona 
Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together 
to live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  
Email simpleliving@ 
communityuuchurch.org. 
 

Summer Food Program 
Last year our church participated in 
this program to feed low income 
kids lunch during the summer. 
While we enjoyed meeting the kids, 
it quickly became apparent there 
were more volunteers than children 
to receive the lunches. This year 
the program has been scaled down 
to match the current demand and 
the distribution sites are hosted all 
summer by one volunteer 
organization  per site. Our Social 
Action Committee will stay in 
touch with the Plano Program 
Coordinators. Perhaps we will be 
able to participate again as the 
program is developed. 
If you have questions, please 
contact Linda Frank  

An Opportunity To Help Storm 
Victims 

A small group of activists from 
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma 
have come together with First 
Unitarian Church of Oklahoma 
City and St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church to create the 
Standing on the Side of Love 
Fund, providing tornado relief for 
undocumented families. 
"Undocumented" immigrant 
individuals and families are facing 
tremendous challenges following 
the May 20, 2013 tornadoes that 
ravaged Moore and a number of   

smaller Oklahoma towns. Your tax-
deductible donation (give on line at 
http://www.uuokc.org/ ) will help 
these Oklahomans, who can't access 
federal relief, begin putting their lives 
back together again. Your support 
will provide financial help to address 
needs like rebuilding assistance, 
temporary shelter, transportation, 
and food. 100% of your gift will first 
go towards meeting the needs of 
undocumented families in this time 
of crisis, with any funds exceeding 
the level needed going toward 
scholarships for the undocumented 
students in Oklahoma.  

For more information, see Social Action 
Linda Frank or Nelah McComsey 

Friday Flicks   
Founders Hall   7pm 
 

JULY 12 - HITCHCOCK - 2012 

Iconic filmmaker Alfred Hitchock 
struggles with his marriage, the 
censors and the financiers of his 1960 
film "Psycho" in this biopic.  Driven 
to prove he still has an edge, 
Hitchcock crafts what would become 
one of the greatest thrillers of all 
time.  Anthony Hopkins, Helen 
Mirren, Scarlett Johansson, Toni 
Collette, Jessica Biel and James 
D'Arcy. 

JULY 26 - PAPER MOON - 1973 

A con man (Ryan O'Neal) and his 
precocious "daughter" (Tatum 
O'Neal, in an Oscar-winning role as 
Best Supporting Actress) grift their 
way across the heartland of 
depression-era America in director 
Peter Bogdanovich's nostalgic look at 
the 1930's.  As the two try 
desperately to scrounge up enough 
money to live on, their "father/
daughter relationship" soon becomes 
a business partnership when they  

realize they need each other for 
survival.  Madeline Kahn and John 
Hillerman fill out the cast.  

 
Literary Ladies Book Club 
Upcoming Meetings 

Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm 

Tuesday July 16 

Location: Nancy Barlow is hosting 
and will provide snacks 

Book: Your Inner Fish: A Journey 
into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of 
the Human Body by Neil Shubin 

"Why do we look the way we do? Neil 
Shubin, the paleontologist and professor of 
anatomy who co-discovered Tiktaalik, the 
'fish with hands,' tells the story of our bodies 
as you've never heard it before. By 
examining fossils and DNA, he shows us 
that our hands actually resemble fish fins, 
our heads are organized like long-extinct 
jawless fish, and major parts of our genomes 
look and function like those of worms and 
bacteria. Your Inner Fish makes us 
look at ourselves and our world in an 
illuminating new light. This is science 
writing at its finest—enlightening, accessible 
and told with irresistible enthusiasm." 

Tuesday August 20 

Location: TBD 

Book: The Chaperone by Laura 
Moriarty 

"The Chaperone is a captivating novel 
about the woman who chaperoned an 
irreverent Louise Brooks to New York City 
in the 1920s and the summer that would 
change them both." 
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Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and ends at 1:30pm. 
Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office                
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Wednesday Evenings 

“Home Grown”: We Learn From Our Own” is an occasional series that lets our brilliant fellow church 
members share their knowledge and passions. 

“Home Grown” is on hiatus until August 14 when it will return with three separate and different classes 
under the umbrella topic “It’s Your Money!” Details will be in the August newsletter. 

Thursday Evenings 

Adventures in Origins - Cosmology – The History and Nature of Our Universe - Rev. Don Fielding – 
6:30 pm 

Evidence of the birth of the universe is raining down on you. It is called the cosmic microwave background, and 
it has had quite a journey. Born in the stupendous annihilation of matter and antimatter seconds after the big 
bang; trapped in the hot plasma of the expanding universe for 380,000 years; and then suddenly released when 
the universe cooled to the point that atoms could form, this echo of creation has been on an uninterrupted 
voyage through space for 13.7 billion years until it reached you. The cosmic microwave background is just one 
of many clues about the history and nature of our universe that make the science of cosmology a wondrous, 
fascinating, and philosophically profound field of study. 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

Jul. 4th - *** BREAK *** 
Section E – The Origins of the Elements  
Jul. 11th - Understanding Element Abundances 
Jul. 18th - Light Elements – Made in the Big Bang 
Jul. 25th - Putting It Together – The Concordance Model 

Adult Religious Education 
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Community News 
 What’s New in the Community Garden? 
The Community Garden is one of our most exciting community ministries!  And we have more ways for you to 
participate, even if you don’t have a plot this year! 
 

How? 
Are you an artist?  Or someone interested in spreading peace in the world?  We are creating a Peace Pole art project 

from the old post that used to support the information kiosk and are looking for volunteers to work on it. 
Volunteer to help harvest on a Saturday morning at 8 a.m. – it’s a big job and helping hands are always welcome.  

Contact Deb Bliss or Jim Binnings to let them know you’re interested. 
Bring in large, flattened cardboard boxes.  We line our paths with them and cover with mulch as a way of 

discouraging weeds.  Donations can be brought to the garden and left in the middle compost bin – or see Deb 
Bliss for larger donations. 

Bring in books about organic gardening, insects, or outdoor life to add to our Garden Little Free Library. 
 

Have you wondered about all the new plants and paths up next to Parker Road?  That’s our new food forest!  We started 
last year with several fruit trees.  This year we have put in mulch, paths, and now plants (pumpkin, watermelon and 
fenugreek) to add to the harvest while enriching the soil.  This fall we’ll plant mustard all around the perimeter to 
discourage the grass from growing up into the forest. 
 

Watch the southwest corner of the garden.  This fall we will begin a hugelkultur garden as a project to demonstrate this 
water-saving way of gardening (and using up some of the many tree limbs our property produces!). 
Our vibrant Community Garden grows and donates organic produce to our neighborhood food pantries – almost 600 
pounds so far this year – as well as being an enriching cross-pollination between members of Community UU Church, 
Sai Baba, and gardeners from the local community.   The plots are lush and full right now – stroll between the beds and 
enjoy looking at all the different vegetables, flowers, and butterflies!  If you would like to learn more about the 
Community Garden, visitors are always welcome at the monthly socials – second Saturday of the month from 10-12 
noon.  Contact Deb Bliss for location and more information.   
 

Until next month – your Community Garden Correspondent 

Join us at the 6th Annual July 4th Picnic 
Fellowship  -  Food - Games - Live Music - City of Plano Fireworks - Entertainment 
 by HoUUse Jam 
We will meet on the East 40 - Thursday, July 4th 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 
Suggested donation $5 a person or $10 family. Church guests eat and listen for free. 
 
Bring refreshments, lawn chairs and a dish to share; catfish, burgers, franks,  
veggieburgers and fixins supplied.  
 
Invite your friends, too! 
 
Organized by Community UU Church Fellowship Ministries.  
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      When holy water was rare at best, it barely wet my fingertips 
But now I have to hold my breath like I'm swimming in a sea of  it 
It used to be a world half  there, Heaven's second-rate hand-me-down 
But I walk it with a reverent air ’cause everything is holy now 

(Peter Mayer) 
 

Everything – Every Thing – Is Holy 
Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education – Kathy E. Smith 

 
Everything is holy.   
 

Even the struggle.  Sometimes, too often, we fail to love the struggle.   
 

Even the uninteresting.  Often an uninteresting moment precedes a burst of color.   
 

Even the mundane.  Most especially the mundane, for the small, taken-for-granted motions of everyday life 
make up the spiral of eternity.   
 

It’s all holy space.  What makes something holy space?  If you look at the dictionary, you’ll see definitions like 
“consecrated”, “devoted to the church”, “saintly”, “pure”.  When I talk with children, we use words like 
“special”, “amazing”, “so big you can’t help but be quiet”.  When it comes down to it, what makes a space a holy 
place is the way people see it.  Places or objects or experiences or even churches aren’t holy in and of 
themselves.  They are made so by the way human beings treat them.  How we act in their presence becomes 
what they are.   
 

It’s almost a paradox.  The more we treat something as if we value it, the more sacred it becomes.   
 

What would happen if we treated every moment, every day, as if it were the most precious thing on earth?  What 
if we greeted each experience with the awe and wonder with which we greet a sunrise, or a rainbow?  How much 
holiness could we infuse into our lives?  And in turn, how much more sacred would our days become? 
 

When our heart is in a holy place,  
We are blessed with love and amazing grace 
In our holy place.   
(Joyce Poley) 
 

May your life this summer be full of holy moments, in and out of church.  
 

In faith, 
Kathy 
 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from 
Wednesday to Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  Non-emergency 
messages received during that time will be answered Wednesday morning.  I am in the office on Thursday 
afternoons, or by appointment during other times.  From July 2-10 I will be with the Coming of Age class in 
Boston, and from July 28 to August 3 I will be with the YRUU group in New Orleans.  Questions that arise 
during those weeks can be directed to RE Board Chair Amy Dessert; issues requiring pastoral care should go to 
Rev. Patrick Price.  From July 24-28, I will be attending the UU Musicians Network conference here in Dallas; I 
will answer voicemail and email during that time, although my response time will be longer than usual.    
 
                  (Continued on page 8) 
 
 

Religious Education 
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Religious Education (Continued from page 7) 
 

Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
July 2-July 10 – Coming of Age Heritage Trip to Boston 
Sunday, July 7 – 10:30 am Worship/RE  
Sunday, July 14 – 10:30 am Worship/RE 
Sunday, July 14 – 12-3 pm. Elementary Social Group Brownbag Lunch/Science Day 
Sunday, July 21 – 10:30 am Worship/RE 
Sunday, July 28 – 10:30 am Worship/RE 
Sunday, July 28 – 12-3 pm Elementary Social Group Brownbag Lunch/Swim Day 
July 28-August 3 – YRUU Service Trip to New Orleans  

Elementary Social Group Outings – The Elementary Social Group has two fun opportunities coming up on 
Sunday afternoons this month.  Both days we will brownbag our lunches in Room E before the activity – bring 
your lunch and join us!  On Sunday, July 14, there will be a Science Day featuring coca-cola geysers, rocket 
launches, and other cool (and messy) activities.  Contact:  Heather Joy.  On Sunday, July 28, we will all go 
swimming together.  Contact:  Dawn Graham.   
 

Need Summer Leaders and Assistants! We still have lots of opportunities to volunteer to teach or assist 
this summer.  You can choose your age range (preschool, elementary or older children) and the days you teach.  
If you’d rather work with youth, we have openings for facilitators for our social justice projects for our teens.  
To volunteer, please contact Kathy Smith at dre@communityUUchurch.org as soon as possible! 
 

Thinking about joining the “cool kids” in RE?  The RE Board is currently talking to folks about teaching 
next year.  Please – whether or not you have children in the program, Religious Education is a program that is 
vital not only to our future but our present as well.  So when you are invited to teach, please say yes!  And if 
you’d like to volunteer without being asked, we’d love to talk to you!  Contact any member of the RE Board 
or DRE Kathy Smith today! 
 

Children’s Playgroup meets from 9:30-12 noon every Friday in the nursery. If you have a young child, 

come join with other parents for playtime, support and companionship. Our playgroup provides the 

opportunity for our youngest children and their families to get to know each other in a gentle, playful, fun 

“Who Do I Send This To?” (continued from front page) 
Website and Facebook Page – 4 days prior to date to appear 
Newsletter -  3rd Friday of each month (check the calendar on our website) 
Eblast – Wednesday prior to date to appear 
Order of Service –  Thursday noon 
Poster – 4-6 weeks prior to program kick-off 
 

If you want program promotion to the wider community for major events (Pops, Service Auction, Balloon 
Festival, for example) information needs to be submitted well in advance so it can be sent to outside media 
outlets.  The Communications Team currently needs a volunteer who will be our contact with outside 
outlets.  If you’re interested, please contact Lexie McGrane.   

As we move forward, we’d like to expand our outreach to include access to our information on other 
electronic devices (smart phones, etc.).  Let Lexie know if you have the expertise to help in this way as well. 

Remember, communications takes a team! 
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the August 
newsletter is Friday, July 19. 
Email your articles to 
newsletter@   

 

For our July 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

The May 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  Our monthly Offering Income fell short 
of budget, while it exceeded the total budget for the year, due primarily to some pledges being paid earlier than 
expected. 

Noteworthy is that both our total income and expenses exceeded the annual budget by more than $20,000.  The bulk 
of this is due to non-recurring income received from Clarence Fisher’s IRA principal that was used to provide bonuses 
for our staff ($11,394.76) and the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) of the Fisher IRA ($8,986.07).  In addition 
to the bonus expense, the Board voted to pay our minister some back pay owed from prior fiscal years that was 
discovered this spring ($3,629.25), coupled with a Facilities cost overrun ($5,104.96) due primarily to delays in 
implementing all of the energy-reducing projects that were identified and planned last spring. 

Our spring Stewardship Campaign’s final tally came in at $228,169 from 132 families – a record both in dollars and in 
the number of families pledging!  There are only three remaining Member families from whom we haven’t received a 
Membership Affirmation/Pledge Form. 

Looking forward, we’re pleased that we were able to restore some of the pay increases recommended initially and we’re 
able to fund a Membership/Volunteer Coordinator staff position starting in August. 

We also would like to welcome John Elder as our Bookkeeper who started on June 1st.  It is already apparent that 
John’s skills in accounting and QuickBooks software will be a real asset to the church. 

May   Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE May  2013 

      

INCOME 

May 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

(Annual)  

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

Total Offering Income $14,208 $18,103 $234,368 $232,225 100.9% 

Total Fund Raiser Income     $526     $433   $34,699   $28,100 123.5%  

Total Building Usage  $2,500 $2,450 $25,641 $29,400   87.2% 

Misc. Income $1,505     $324   $25,334     $5,110  495.8% 

TOTAL INCOME $18,739 $21,310 $320,042 $294,835 108.5% 

      

EXPENSE      

Administration $3,735 $3,339 $44,681 $42,802 104.4% 

Programs $1,612 $2,033 $21,657 $25,834   83.8% 

Religious Education $3,845 $4,155 $57,684 $54,138 106.5% 

Facilities/Grounds $5,154 $4,726 $65,357 $60,252 108.5% 

Income-Generating Expense    $430   $400 $10,171   $7,550  134.7% 

Ministry $11,820 $7,378 $99,954 $88,534  112.9% 

Denomination $110 $1,430 $15,835 $15,725 100.7% 

PAYROLL EXPENSE ($564) - $145 - - 

TOTAL EXPENSE $26,173 $23,460             $315,570 $294,835 107.0% 

NET INCOME  ($7,434)   ($2,150)    $4,472     $0 -  



12  The Community News 

Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 
“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Deadline for the August 
newsletter is Friday, July 
19th. Email your articles to 
newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  


