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December  2013 

OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

 January Sunday Services  
Theme  -  Creation 

 

January 5, 2014 -     Rev. 
Patrick Price.    
 

January 12, 2014 -   Rev. 
Patrick Price. 
 

January 19, 2013 -    Rev. 
Patrice Price. 
             

January 26, 2014 -  Guest               
Speaker, Sam Nickols. 
 
 
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 

11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  

Patrick’s Ponderings 2 
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Annual Holiday Sing 7 

Adult Religious 
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8 
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Financial  11 
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Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  
2875 East Parker Road, Plano, Texas 75074 • (972) 424-8989  

www.communityuuchurch.org  
e-mail: cuuc-office@communityuuchurch.org  

December Services - Theme Peace 

December 1, 2013 - "Peace by Any Other Name " -  Rev. Patrick Price.    
 

December 8, 2013 - If There is to be Peace… - Rev. Patrick Price 
 

December 15, 2013 -  “Who Creates Peace? We Do"-  Readings and Songs 
about Creating Peace. - Kathy Smith, DRE and our Children and Youth. 
             

December 22, 2013 -  “Annual Yuletide Celebration ” -  Rev. Patrick Price. 
This multigenerational, interactive service uses ritual, stories, and song to 
weave together Yule, Hanukah and Christmas – holidays from three of our 
six UU sources. 

Tuesday, December 24, 3 PM   Christmas Eve Service for Families 

This is a lively, participatory service of familiar carols and rounds, beautiful 
descants and bells, readings and stories of the season. Adults, youth, 
families, children of all ages – all are welcome. Please bring mittens, gloves, 
hats and scarves to go to the Samaritan Inn shelter. Brief refreshments 
following the service.        
 

Tuesday, December 24,, 6 PM   Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Candle 
light  Service led by the Rev. Patrick Price. Please bring canned goods for 
local food pantries. 

December 29, 2013 - "Peace! Not as the world gives it..." The Rev. James 
Cotton, Guest Speaker. Rev. Dr. James Cotten has been a minister in the 
Disciples of Christ denomination since 1995. After serving congregations 
across the U.S. and Canada, he has recently returned to Texas to serve 
Lakewood Christian Church in Waco. Pastor James is a storyteller who 
loves to engage listeners “in” the story rather than just having them just 
“hear” the lesson. He loves to teach and to inspire  congregations to find the 
“real them,” building up self-esteem, creating an environment of healing 
and discovering their calling from God. 
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This year, like every December, we are reminded of the story of Jesus’ birth which is surrounded with “peace” 
language such as from Isaiah 9, “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given… and he will be called… the 
Prince of Peace.”  And from the nativity in Luke 2, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and 
goodwill toward men.”   

And yet all this time later, “peace” still seems more of an aspiration than a reality in our world.  Another view of 
“peace” is from the ancient Chinese sage Lao-Tse who taught that,  

“If there is to be peace in the world, 

There must be peace in the nations. 

If there is to be peace in the nations, 

There must be peace in the cities. 

If there is to be peace in the cities, 

There must be peace between neighbors. 

If there is to be peace between neighbors, 

There must be peace in the home. 

If there is to be peace in the home, 

There must be peace in the heart.” From Singing the Living Tradition, # 602 

 

For two hundred years, Unitarians and Universalists have worked to build peace by removing the 

underlying causes of  war. As early as 1790, Universalists gathered in Philadelphia declared, “Although a 

defensive war may be considered lawful, yet we believe there is a time coming, when the light and universal love of  the gospel shall put 

an end to all wars.” The Massachusetts Peace Society, founded by Unitarians Noah Worcester and William Ellery Channing 

during the War of  1812, helped launch the first peace movement to include both those repudiating all violence and those supporting 

defensive wars, to welcome members of  all religious persuasions, and to affirm that nonviolence is humanly possible as well as divinely 

commanded. Since that time, Unitarian and Universalist peace efforts have continued to be informed by those principles.  

Though we have always held diverse views on the justification of  defensive and humanitarian wars, at 

our best we have worked together to end the violence of  slavery, to promote international law, to 

liberate Jews and others from Nazi tyranny, and to build the United Nations and other institutions of  

international cooperation. This (2010) Statement of  Conscience builds on this tradition by challenging 

individual Unitarian Universalists, as well as our congregations and Association, to engage in a variety 

of  nonviolent and peace building practices.  (from “Creating Peace” 2010 UUA Statement of  

Conscience)  http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/13394.shtml 

This month we will consider in our worship and religious education programs what we as Unitarian Universalists 
mean by “peace” and the ways we can be a part of making and keeping peace within and among us all.    Happy 
Holidays and see you in church.  See you in church.  Blessings,  Patrick 

Patrick’s Ponderings  “Peace in the World/Peace in the Heart ”                     
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A Mission That Makes a Mark  

Last weekend, about 15 of us from Community UU Church — including the entire Board of Trustees — were able to go 
to a district retreat in Glen Rose for training on church leadership. It was a great opportunity to compare notes with our 
compadres from other churches and realize that Community is really doing quite well on many different things. 

One thing stood out for me, both because we’ve made a lot of progress on it this year and because we have much work to 
do still: The importance of having a shared, crystal-clear vision of what our church brings to the world. 

If Community UU Church were to disappear, would anyone in the community notice? 

I think, increasingly over the last few years, that yes, they would. We’re not just coming to church for ourselves. It’s not 
(just) a social club, though we do find companionship and laughter. We’re helping to support a local food pantry, 
partnering with an elementary school, taking meals to homeless families in the Family Promise program. Rev. Price uses his 
discretionary fund to help people, both church members and community members, who have urgent needs. And there are 
many more programs and efforts. 

So, what is that vision for making a difference in the world? Do we have one? Does everyone know it? 

Last June, the board spent some time at our annual retreat working on a more concise way to express our mission and 
vision statements. Those original statements, which grew out of a series of cottage meetings and were voted on by the 
congregation, are still valid. They’re just a little long to memorize. 

What the board came up with was that our church’s mission, our purpose, our raison d’étre, is to “nourish spirits, work for 
justice, and transform lives.” 

What are our goals in the world? 

Nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives 

While we were in Glen Rose, we talked about ways to share these seven words. Website banner, worship slides, weekly 
newsletter… T-shirts, anyone? We all need to know this mission, to internalize it, to be able to share it fluently with anyone 
who says, “Tell me about Community UU Church.” 

Our three priorities for social action (that is, stewardship of the larger community) are ways of acting out this mission. 
When our members go read to children or support the teachers at Barron Elementary, they are nourishing spirits. When 
we work on hunger initiatives that address both immediate hunger and the root causes of poverty, we are working for 
justice and transforming lives. When we mentor and support young people, especially those who are suffering because of 
poverty or abuse or LGBT-related bullying, we are nourishing spirits, working for justice, and transforming lives. 

Sunday worship services and our various small groups are also nourishing spirits, transforming lives, and supporting people 
as they work for justice. Jay Hall, our VP Programs on the board, suggested that we evaluate our programs in light of how 
well they fulfill one or more parts of this mission. 

“Nourish spirits, work for justice, and transform lives.” You can memorize these three phrases in 10 seconds. Let’s use 
them as signposts to make sure we’re on the right road, and pursue this mission together until there’s no question: If 
Community UU Church were to disappear, people in North Texas would notice. And grieve. 

See you in church, friends! 
—Elena Westbrook 

 

 

          

 

 

 

President’s Column  
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December, 2013 

Inviting all Women.  Save the 
Date!!  Women’s Alliance 
Annual Retreat. 
Our retreat will be held on April 11, 
12 and 13, 2014.  We will be going to 
Glen Lake Retreat Center in Glen 
Rose, TX. 
We have two price options:  

The first one is a deluxe cabin, which 
will accommodate 9 persons on the 
bottom bunks. The cabin has a large 
lighted vanity area and a bathroom 
with showers. The mattresses are wide 
and firm. You will need to provide 
your bedding. This price is $100 for 
the weekend which includes 3 
meals on Saturday and breakfast 
on Sunday. 

There are a limited number of hotel 
style rooms available for $150. 
These rooms are semi-private with 2 
twin beds and a private bath in each 
and you do not need to bring 
bedding. This price also includes 
your meals. 

Visit with old friends and make new 
ones at our annual gathering. Join us 
for a fun weekend bonding with other 
women thru sharing, songs, walks, 
yoga activities, river walking and much 
more. We will have lots of activities 
planned but you can also choose to 
spend some alone time spending it 
anyway you would like. 

This is your chance to get away from 
it all! Come join in the fun and 
camaraderie! We look forward to 
seeing you there!! 

If you plan on joining us, and we hope 
you do, contact Barb Salvo for more 
details or questions. 

 
 
         
 
 
 

Simple Living Chalice Circle  
 

Meeting time and place – The next 
meeting will be Saturday morning 
December 14, at 11:00, at Ona 
Tannehill’s home. 
Theme/topic – Learning together to 
live deliberately. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@ 

communityuuchurch.org. 
 

 

Friday Night Flicks 

Founders Hall - 7pm 

Dec. 13 - A Tree Grows In Brooklyn - 
1945 

Peggy Ann Garner stars as Francis Nolan 
the young Irish lass growing up in turn-of
-the-century Brooklyn.  James Dunn won 
a Best Supporting Actor Oscar as the 
silver-tongued charmer, Jimmy Nolan, 
who dazzles his young daughter with his 
fantastic dreams.  It is Jimmy's wife, 
Katie, (Dorothy McGuire) who holds the 
family together. Also starring Joan 
Blondell, Lloyd Nolan and James 
Gleason.   Based on the novel written by 
Betty Smith.  This is a sensitive touching 
story about growing up and triumphing 
over hardship. 

Dec. 27 - Bobby Jones, Stroke of 
Genius - 2004 

In this biopic, Jim Caviezel portrays 
Bobby Jones, the legendary golfer who 
received the title of Grand Slam 
Champion by winning the British 
Amateur, the British Open, the U.S. 
Open and the U.S. Amateur in just one 
year...1930.  Jones became a record-
breaking champion at just 28 years of 
age.  Also an accomplished scholar, he 
obtained two college degrees and 
graduated from law school.  Also starring 
Malcolm McDowell, Jeremy Northam 
and Aidan Quinn. 

 

Literary Ladies Book Club  
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Women members and friends of 
Community UU Church are welcome 
to join us on the third Tuesday of the 
month from 7 – 9 pm. 

Tuesday, December 17 

Location: Deb Bliss’ home. If you 
plan to attend, contact Deb Bliss by 
Dec. 13. 

Book: Jamrach Menagerie by Carol 
Birch. Nineteenth-century London 
comes vividly alive in this story of a 
street urchin named Jaffy Brown. 
After a close call with an escaped 
tiger, Jaffy goes to work for Mr. 
Charles Jamrach, the famed importer 
of exotic animals. As the years pass, 
Mr. Jamrach recruits Jaffy and another 
boy named Tim to capture a fabled 
dragon during the course of an epic 
three-year whaling expedition in the 
East Indies. But when a violent storm 
sinks the ship, Jaffy and Tim are 
forced to confront their relationship 
to the natural world and the wildness 
it contains. Jamrach’s Menagerie is a truly 
gripping novel about friendship, 
sacrifice, and survival. 
 

Children’s Playgroup is on holiday 
hiatus through January 17.  For 
details, contact John Elder . 
 
RE Work Day  Part of our members' 
stewardship of our physical space 
includes maintaining and organizing 
our classrooms and closets.  The RE 
Board will sponsor a work day on 
Friday, December 13.  If you are 
available for an hour or three 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., please 
come help!  For more information, 
contact Amy Dessert, RE Board 
Chair.   
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Be ours a religion which, like sunshine, goes everywhere –  
its temple, all space; its shrine, the good heart;   
its creed, all truth; its ritual, works of love. 

– Theodore Parker, Unitarian Minister and Transcendentalist – 
 

Why Rituals Matter 
Thoughts from the Director of Religious Education, Kathy E. Smith 

 

If you've raised children (or remember being a child yourself), you know at least one universal truth: Some 
Things Must Be Done The Same Way Over and Over.  This is why the blanket must be washed surreptitiously 
and replaced in the same spot, why the chicken soup has to have just the right amount of garlic, and why the 
decorations go up the same way year after year.  But what's the deeper universal truth here?  Rituals matter.   

Finding patterns is what humans beings do to make sense of the world.  It is rooted so deeply in our 
evolutionary past that we often do it without thinking about it.  Familiarity and routine bring the sense of safety 
and comfort that we need to feel secure and at ease.  Everyday rituals matter.   

Creating patterns that reflect how we want our world to be is how we bring meaning to our activities.  How do 
we create a family that is close and deeply connected?  We have regular family meals or bedtime story hours that 
build in time for talking.  How do we encourage our family to identify as Unitarian Universalist?  We attend 
church together every week or say a UU grace at mealtimes.  Thoughtful rituals matter.   

Repeating new patterns is the way we change our behavior.  Studies show that it takes 30 days for a new habit to 
"stick".  Putting the keys on the same hook, lighting the chalice candle to begin every meal, and sitting on the 
same pillow in front of the bay window to meditate every morning – these are all physical actions we repeat to 
change our behavior to achieve a desired change in ourselves.  Intentional rituals matter.   

Reflecting on our patterns is how we transform our lives from the everyday to the transcendent.  For example, is 
the alternative advent calendar (see insert) part of your December tradition?  Talking about how lucky we are as 
we tally up the pennies representing the bars of soap in the house is how we infuse meaning into the simple fun 
of counting the objects themselves.  Our spirits grow when we think about how we feel as a result of what we 
do.  Spiritual rituals matter.   

To return to the Theodore Parker quote above:  May all our rituals be works of love.  May it be so for you 
during your holidays, and throughout the year.   

In faith, Kathy 

 
Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from Wednesday to 
Sunday.  I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon.  From December 26-January 1, I 
will be at the Southeast Winter Institute in Miami.  I can be reached by cell phone or email during that time, 
although my responses may be slower than usual.   

 
 

Religious Education 
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Calendar of  Upcoming Family-Friendly Events: 
Sun. 12/1 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am. (RE Special Day – Chalica Activities) 
Sun. 12/8 – Worship and RE, 10:30 am. 
Fri. 12/13 – RE Work Day (come help organize our classrooms) 
Sun. 12/15 – Worship, 10:30 am. (special service for all ages: creating peace) 
Sat. 12/21 – Solstice Ritual 6 pm., Yule Party 7 pm.  
Sun. 12/22 – Multi-Generational Worship, 10:30 am. (Yuletide Service) 
Tues. 12/24 – Christmas Eve Services, 3 and 6 pm.   
 

Chalica!  On Sunday, December 1, elementary through high school students will do Chalica activities 
during the RE hour.  Preschool will meet from 10:30-11:45 in their classroom.   
 
 

Who Creates Peace?  We Do!  Our service on Sunday, December 15 will be a participatory sharing of 
stories and songs about peace.  We are looking for children and youth who would be willing to take a role – 
contact Kathy Smith, DRE.  Please join in this multi-generational celebration of peace.   
 
 

Yule Party  On December 21, celebrate the longest day of the year with a Solstice Celebration at 6 p.m., 
followed by a Yule Party at 7 p.m.  Children are welcome to participate in the Solstice Celebration and 
childcare will also be available.  And children of all ages will want to join in the songs, marshmallows and 
hot cider around the bonfire at 7 p.m.!  For more information about the Solstice Celebration, contact Janie 
McDermott; for information about the Yule Party, contact Charles Long.   

Religious Education 

What’s New in the Community Garden? 

Our seventh year has been our best year ever!  We've increased production and reduced waste!  Three or 

four gardeners work every Saturday to pick, weigh and deliver produce to a local food pantry by 9 a.m.  

The harvest from our permaculture food forest and drought-tolerant keyhole and hugel kultur gardens all 

goes to the food pantries.  We even added a mid-week harvest team to collect okra during the summer. 

Kudos to our volunteers!  The garden grounds look tidy and cared for.  Thanks to everyone who built and 

painted pallet compost bins, replaced the weathered kiosk with the attractive and sturdy Little Free 

Library, paid vigilant attention to weeds and hoses, and created lush productive plots.  Every gardener has 

taken on one project to manage as well as agreeing to harvest several times each quarter.  This year we 

have enjoyed monthly socials and regular work days, provided classes for the congregation, and hosted 

community garden meetings and tours. 

And do we have plans for 2014!  Create a terraced hillside garden – engage Barron Elementary families in 

harvesting or gardening – build a trellis – create a recipe sheet for unfamiliar vegetables to distribute at 

the food pantries – create a peace pole to replace the scary scarecrow – hold a potato growing contest – 

schedule food-related movies – work on local hunger with the greater church community.  Want to help?  

Whether you have a plot or not, we'd love your help!  Contact Deb Bliss at planobliss@verizon.net. 

Until next month! Your Community Garden Correspondent 
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Community News 

 
 
       

 

 

 
 

 

  

Edward C. “Ned” Fritz Scholarship 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! $2000 for Environmental Scholarship. Edward C. “Ned” Fritz (1916-2008) 
is considered by many to be the father of Texas Conservation. He was a deeply involved activist and 
fought many battles for Texas wildlife - in the courtroom and through the legislative process, locally and 
statewide as well as nationally. 

During his later years, Ned Fritz was a member of the First Unitarian Church of Dallas. In 2009, a group 
of his friends there honored his life by establishing the Ned Fritz Memorial Endowment Fund, with the 
income to be used for environmental purposes. A scholarship has been created for a student who plans to 
pursue a degree in environmental studies or a related field. 

$2000 in scholarships will be awarded annually to one or more graduating high school seniors who have 
been actively participating in Unitarian Universalist congregations in North Texas. TO APPLY: http://
www.ntuuc.org/scholarships.shtml. Applications accepted January 1-April 1, 2014 for the 2014/15 
academic year. Questions? Please send all inquiries to FritzScholarship@ntuuc.org. 

Annual Holiday Sing - Friday, December 6th 

The First Friday Folksingers invite everyone to join them for their 24th Annual Holiday Sing on Friday, December 
6th at 8 PM at the home of Gail and Charlie Battista.  

Come gather round the fireplace to welcome the holiday season by playing and singing the songs of the holiday.  
All voices, instruments and listeners are welcome.  A piano is available.  Bring a festive snack to share.  Seasonal 
beverages both adult and soft will be provided.   

Please call Gail and Charlie Battistafor more information and to RSVP to let them know you’ll be coming.  
Childcare is not available. 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

Many of us look forward to the holidays when we can spend precious time with family and friends, but 

the holidays are often a challenging time for individuals and families who are trying to make ends meet 

with limited resources.  During our Worship Service on Sunday, December 15th, the monies collected 

during the offertory portion of the service, will be used to supplement our Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  

This fund is used to provide emergency assistance to individuals and families in need, both within our 

congregation and in the wider community.   We ask you to help us help those in need at this special time 

of year through your generosity. 



               8         The Community News - December 2013 

Adult Religious Education 

The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 
growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living 
Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at either 6:30 or 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and 
ends at 1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 

CHILDCARE is available for all classes, upon request. To reserve childcare call the church office  
(972-424-8989) at least 48 hours in advance. 
Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-
observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is 
the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced 
meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process 
of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, 
dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all 
grow together." 

Thursday Evenings 

The Origins in Life  - Rev. Don Fielding – 6:30 pm. 

The Origins of Life class is now up and running.  This is an excellent time to jump into this ongoing set of 
Adventures. 

"Four billion years ago the Earth's surface was desolate and lifeless. The hostile surface was constantly disrupted 
by volcanic eruptions and meteorite bombardment, yet evidence shows that 3.8 billion years ago bacteria 
appeared in ancient rocks. What happened? If life could begin on Earth, then it could begin on Earth-like planets 
throughout our galaxy and beyond - that might be the first hint that we are not alone in the universe.” 

The Reverend Don Fielding is a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of Community Church. 
Before he retired, he stood at the pulpit of several area UU churches. He has been teaching evening classes for 
several years, and is one of our most popular presenters. His video intros are always followed by lively 
discussions, and participants can benefit from his wealth of knowledge of the subject matter.   

PART III – Origins of Life 

 Section A – Introduction 

Dec. 5 Fossil Isotopes 
Dec. 12 Molecular Biosignatures 
Dec. 19  Emergence 
Dec. 26  *** BREAK – Christmas *** 
Section B – Experimentation and Chemical Reactions 
Jan. 2  The Miller-Urey Experiment 
 

Coming Soon:  Build Your Own Theology class!  Start date to be announced soon.  It will be held on 
Wednesday evenings.  More information  to come!  This is a good class for new UU's and is also helpful to build 
insights for long time UUs. The curriculum comes from UUA. For more information contact Celeste Kennedy 
at AdultRE@communityuuchurch.org. 
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Action News 

Celebrate Our Success – Community in the Community! 

Barron Elementary: 

� We delivered 3 carloads of tissues, wipes, and hand sanitizer in October! The teachers were very 
appreciative and expect to have a healthier fall as a result! 

� Five members of Community UU are serving as mentors to students at Barron 

� Three members are volunteering weekly to support teachers 

� One member is volunteering weekly with the cub scout pack 

� Three members did face-painting for the children at the Fall Festival 

Our volunteers served a Thanksgiving lunch to teachers & staff on November 8 

Hunger Initiative: 

We had a fantastic kickoff event on October 24. Sam Hall prepared a fantastic meal using the amount that 
the food stamps program allots per day per person! Attendees then viewed and discussed the movie A Place 
at the Table. Many thanks to Sam & Jay Hall for organizing this event! 

Family Promise: 

We served two meals for Family Promise guests the week of November 11 

God’s Pantry: 

We delivered 50 Thanksgiving turkeys to God’s Pantry. These were provided using monies from the Fisher 
Fund. 

Thanks to all of our generous volunteers who helped with the projects above! 

UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) 

Sam Nickols is our new chair for UUSC! We appreciate his willingness to serve and to keep us informed 
about UUSC activities. Many thanks to Janet Belden who has ably served in this capacity for the past two 
years! 

Remember that Guest at Your Table, a UUSC program, is underway. Please remember to collect your 
contributions for this important program and return them to the church by December 1 to be submitted to 
UUSC. 

December Opportunities for giving 

� God’s Pantry – Remember that the shelves will need to be stocked with extra supplies  during 
December when children are not getting breakfast and lunch at school! Please be generous and bring 
canned goods as well as rice and other nonperishable goods for God’s Pantry. 

Family Promise – Community UU will collect household supplies for the Family Promise Day Center 
during December. Please bring paper towels, toilet tissue, shower gel, and shampoo to share with our 
neighbors. There will be a collection box in the church foyer.  
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UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Elena Westbrook: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper John Elder:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Duane Mortensen:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worshipteam@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator, Cyn Blanco & Mina 
Daffinee 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Committee on Ministry, Nancy Barlow, Chair 

Mincom@communityuuchurch.org  

Social Action Programs  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Dick Hildenbrand, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: David Hollands, Chair, Carol Wise, 
Karen Bethel: investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amy Dessert, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
hospitality@CommunityUUChurch.org  

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC): 
www.ntuuc.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTUUC@CommunityUUChurch.org 
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Finance Committee, by Dick Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

 

 
 

October Financial Report 
 

 

The October 2013 financial summary for our operating accounts is listed below.  We lost a little ground this 
past month, but are still nearly $8,500 positive to where we budgeted year-to-date. 

The only noteworthy item in the financials is within the Total Offering Income.  At this point, current year 
pledges cumulatively lag by a little over $5,000.  Several families are behind on their pledge payments and after 
having spoken with many of them I’ve found several that have had financial difficulties, several who plan to 
pay later in the year and several that have gotten behind and plan to catch up.  Hence, I expect to see this gap 
start to close.  Letters will be going out to all pledging Members and Friends showing their pledge status as of 
the end of November. 

Although not yet reflected in the financial summary below, our Service Auction on November 16th brought in 
over $17,600 in income.  After expenses are taken out, the net income from the auction will be very close to 
the budgeted amount. 

At our latest Board of Trustees meeting, we decided to modify our policy on Special Collections.  In the past, 
we have occasionally had a “second collection” during a Sunday worship service earmarked for special 
purposes.  Commencing next month we will have one Sunday per quarter where the undesignated offerings 
from the regular collection plate will go toward a special purpose or cause.  Please be on the lookout for when 
these will occur and where the proceeds will go and remember to bring your checkbook. 

 

 
INCOME & EXPENSE October  2013 

INCOME 

October 

2013 

Month  

Budget 

YTD 

Actual 

YTD 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

 % Annual  

Budget 

(FY 41.7% comp) 

Total Offering 
Income $18,455 $20,827 $104,669 $102,797 $238,400 43.9% 

Total Fund Raiser 
Income $845 $530 $11,084   $10,400 $32,810 33.8% 

Total Building Usage  $2,450 $2,700 $10,335   $10,385 $26,885 38.4% 

Misc. Income $201 $972   $6,426 $6,392 $11,606 55.4% 

TOTAL INCOME $21,950 $25,029 $132,513 $129,974 $309,701 42.8% 

EXPENSE       

Administration $4,687 $4,800 $23,311 $24,691 $61,616 37.8% 

Programs $2,280 $1,776 $9,522 $10,359 $25,137 37.9% 

Religious Education $5,458 $4,485 $22,911 $23,975 $54,851 41.8% 

Facilities/Grounds $4,031 $4,281 $23,327 $24,062 $58,823 39.7% 

Ministry $7,837 $7,659 $36,402 $38,295 $92,410 39.4% 

Denomination $1,475 $1,533 $5,900 $6,132 $16,864 35.0% 

TOTAL EXPENSE $25.768 $24,534 $121,572 $127,514 $309,701 39.3% 

NET INCOME  -$3,817  $496 $10,941 $2,459 $0  - 



               12         The Community News - December 2013 

Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
Office Phone #: 972-424-8989 
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Bookkeeper John Elder Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
other times by appointment.  
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie 
Meints are available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 
The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and brevity 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 

Permit No. 701 

Deadline for the January 
newsletter is Friday, 
December 13th. Email your 
articles to newsletter@   
communityuuchurch.org.  
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For our December 2013 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme plays 
a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each month 
are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many elements of 
church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and ideas that 
become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging these themes could 
transform your life. 

 January – Creation  February – Religious Authority  March – Redemption  April – Freedom  May - Mercy 

Calling All Activists! 

What? A meeting to learn what social justice work the UU congregations are doing, and what we want to 

accomplish. 

Why? How we can be more effective working together? 
Who? All in NTUUC who are interested in social justice. 
When? January 11, 2014 9:30-3:30 
Where? Community UU Church, Plano 
 

In the morning, we'll hear from groups working for justice: Jericho Road, Dallas Area Interfaith and Allied 
Communities of Tarrant, CitySquare, the Dallas Peace Center, Texas UU Justice Ministry, the UU-United 
Nations Office, the UU Service Committee, and others. They will join us for lunch and conversations about 
their organizations. In the afternoon, we'll look at how we can work together to leverage NTUUC resources. 
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Alternative Advent Calendar 

Often at this time of year, it’s easy to focus on the things we don’t have enough of – time, money, leisure – and 
hard to remember how relatively rich we really are in the scheme of things. So we offer this alternative advent 
calendar to use with your family as a fun way to help us count our blessings.  
 
December 1 – 10¢ for each hot water tap in your house  
December 2 – 75¢ for each vehicle your family owns 
December 3 – 5¢ for each pair of jeans your family owns 
December 4 – 25¢ if your family subscribes to a newspaper  
December 5 – 5¢ for each bed in your house  
December 6 – 3¢ for each beauty or makeup item your family owns 
December 7 – 3¢ for each pair of footwear  
December 8 – 3¢ for each light switch in your house 
December 9 – 20¢ for each tub/shower 
December 10 – 10¢ for each flush toilet  
December 11 – 2¢ for each bar/dispenser of soap  
December 12 – 15¢ if you have dishes to eat off of  
December 13 – 15¢ if you have cooking pots in your cupboards  
December 14 – 5¢ for each window in your house  
December 15 – 10¢ for each outside door  
December 16 – 20¢ for each television or other viewing screen in your house  
December 17 – 5¢ for each magazine subscription  
December 18 – 1¢ for each CD or DVD your family owns  
December 19 – 5¢ for each meal you had meat with this past week  
December 20 – 10¢ for each non-water beverage you drank yesterday  
December 21 – 25¢ if you have a snow blower or a gas/electric lawn mower  
December 22 – 3¢ for each item of hair care stuff your family owns 
December 23 – 15¢ for each bedroom in your house  
December 24 – 5¢ for each blanket in your house 
December 25 – 15¢ for each gift a member of your family received this holiday season 
December 26 – 1¢ for each plastic bottle in the house 
December 27 – 10¢ for each item you bought on sale yesterday  
December 28 – 75¢ if you have a dishwasher in your kitchen 
December 29 – 10¢ for each meal you purchased from a restaurant this week 
December 30 – 25¢ for each holiday or vacation day you were paid for in December 
December 31 – 75¢ if you have any holiday decorations in your home  
 
Choose a charity that fights poverty – it could be an international organization like the UUSC, or a local 
organization like God’s Pantry, or another organization of your choice.  
 
Every day of December, count the appropriate privilege/blessing and set that amount of money aside. Think 
about it as you do – each of these blessings is a marker of relative wealth.  At the end of the month, send the 
money you set aside to help fight poverty in the world. It is amazing to see how blessed we are, when we take 
time to count the things we normally take for granted  


