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May  Sunday Services 

Sunday, May 6th, 2012 - “A Strong Love.” - Rev. Patrick Price and Guest         
Musician Tom Prasada-Rao. Tom Prasada-Rao is a musician's musician - an 
unassuming presence on the folk scene since the early nineties.  He is currently fea-
tured on the nationally syndicated TV show Troubadour Texas.  Born in Ethiopia of 
Indian parents and raised in Washington DC. Tom moved to Texas in 2003 and is 
married to singer-songwriter Cary Cooper.   http://www.tomprasadarao.com/ 
 

Sunday, May 13th, 2012  Annual Multigenerational Flower Communion             
Service, please bring fresh flowers to share in the service. Special collection 
in support of the Minister’s Discretionary Fund for those who need assistance.  
 

Sunday, May 20th, 2012 - “Faith in Our Future and Faith in Our Future” -  
Rev. Patrick Price. Annual Congregation Meeting follows. 

May 27th, 2012 - Guest Speaker - Jian Li - Reflections on "The God 
Question" . 

The War on Women: an Adult RE Election Year Forum 

It’s more than just reproductive rights. That’s a longstanding and ongoing 
struggle. There are issues with family planning, research into women’s          
medical issues, assistance for low income mothers… the list of assaults on 
women’s hard-won rights is so long that many people consider it a “War on 
Women.” 

This informative and thought-provoking series will explore the cultural forces 
at work and offer an opportunity to express your opinion and increase your 
understanding of this complex sociopolitical trend. The four sessions are: 

May 9 – Kelly Hart, Director of Public Affairs for Planned Parenthood will 
lead a discussion of the political component of the War on Women. 

May 16 – Dr. Joan Jenkins, Professor of History, Collin College will ex-
plore the history of the War on Women and the role played by religion. 

May 23 – “Miss Representation” an acclaimed documentary film will bring 
home vividly the influence of popular media.           

May 30 – Dr. Kim Knight, Assistant Professor of Emerging Media and 
Communication, UT Dallas will deal with cultural issues and the impact of 
social media. 

Each session begins at 7 pm on Wednesdays and childcare will be            
available. This series is open to the public, so come and bring your friends 
and neighbors. 

Congregational 
Meeting, Sunday, 
May 20th. Plan to 
attend.  
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Patrick’s Ponderings “We Can’t Make a Plant Grow Taller by Pulling On It”  

It may seem obvious, but pulling on a plant will not make it grow faster or 

taller. Yet this is often our approach to things in our lives, including our church.  If 

we just exhort people to do more, or exert enough pressure, the system will change 

into something more. However, that just doesn’t really work all that well. 

Like with a plant, what really grows a church is the feeding of the roots of 

the organization which are the people.  This approach to feeding the people is why 

we have such a strong emphasis now on personal faith development, building 

relationships and creating exciting and engaging worship experiences, as well as 

attractive social action/justice opportunities to change our world for the better.  

When our roots are nourished, then the fruit we bear is more abundant. 

The late Unitarian Universalist minister and writer Roy Phillips summed it 

up this way:   The environment the congregation provides is that of a fertile and 

cultivated field in which the uniqueness, preciousness, and power of the divine 

seeds people bring can send roots into the rich ground of culture, tradition, and 

community and can unfold from within, reaching outward and upward, actualizing 

their potential, coming gloriously to flower, and bearing fruit for serving the needs 

of the world.  One of the primary aims of religion is self-culture, we are saying, 

the cultivation of the spirit.  We mean that we must support the unique unfolding of 

persons, for the beauty of the flowering and for the fruit it will bear for the world. 

(Letting Go: Transforming Congregations for Ministry by Roy Phillips.  p. 47) 

 In our church this feeding the roots takes many forms, but the most 

common are programs and worship created and/or supported by our staff and lay 

leaders.  They are the gardeners of our spiritual lives.  And like most gardens we 

are only as successful as the resources we have to work with.  As a practicality 

money is a vital part of the power to support this congregation as the workshop of 

our dreams and the garden of our common endeavors.  As Clint Murchison says, 

"Money is like manure. If you spread it around it does a lot of good, but if you pile 

it up in one place it stinks like h-ll." So let's spread it around. 

 I chose and accepted the call to ministry in great part, because for me, I 

can think of no other path or calling which offers me and forces me to engage so 

constantly and profoundly in the act of being, not more than I am, but of being the 

fullest me possible.  An acorn does not become something else besides an oak tree, 

but it moves all the time towards being more fully an oak tree. 

 I also choose this path, to nurture this Holy potential, because I am grateful 

for all that I am and have, the good, the bad and the ugly. There is an old saying 

that "what we are is a gift of God and what we become is our gift of thanks."  I 

seek fulfillment for myself and for others as an act of gratitude to all that has given 

me life and to all of those who believed in me and nurtured me in this amazingly 

complex and interconnected garden of our existence.  Even as we chose service to 

help us grow, our growth leads us into a deeper and deeper desire to serve.  “By 

their fruits you shall know them.”  

                   (Continued on page 4) 
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President’s Column                                                                       Tom Reid  

Welcome to the Community Church Annual Meeting 

Well, it’s not really here yet but it will be soon! So you need to get ready. On 

Sunday May 20, 2012, shortly after the morning service, the Annual  Congrega-

tional Meeting will be held in the Sanctuary. This is a big deal as many of you 

old timers know. For those of you not yet aware, here’s why it is so important. 

This meeting is a place to find out what it takes to provide the kind of atmos-

phere where we can prosper, grow, salve our wounds and celebrate our               

triumphs. This is the time when the Board of Trustees presents the State of the 

Church to the Congregation. This Church is the place where you come every 

Sunday and many times in between. Attending this meeting will help you to 

know what the accomplishments and shortcomings have been over the past 

year. It gives a perspective on all the things that go on in front of your eyes and 

behind the scenes. It will help you to appreciate even more, the accomplish-

ments and contributions of all the volunteers and members who keep this place 

alive and vital. 

We’ll reprise the goals that were set for this past year and discuss where we 

succeeded and where we fell short. The President (that’s me) will give an         

overview of the program year and recognize those who helped us so much 

throughout this time. You’ll hear brief reports about Program Activities from 

Cyn Blanco, Sandy Farlow will tell you about important personnel changes we 

have had. Dick Hildenbrand will tell you about the state of our building and 

what we need to do to become even more GREEN. Ian Rule will review the  

year in Stewardship. Our Board Secretary, Gail Battista, doesn’t make an          

annual report, but she posts the minutes of this, and all our meetings on the 

website.  Kathy Smith will give a current report on RE activities and plans. Our 

Minister, Patrick Price will also have his own summary of his year with us. 

Especially important has been the contribution of Janice Hildenbrand who will 

lead the Board of Trustees in presenting our Budget for 2012-13. There are 

some exciting new developments and ideas for funding our congregation. By 

this time many of you will have heard about some of them at the Budget            

Workshop Meetings which were held on April 22nd and 29th after the services 

on those days. 

We will describe our program goals for the upcoming year and help you to see a 

place for you in making these goals come to fruition. This is also a time when 

our Leadership Development Committee chaired by Seana Saxon will present 

the slate of Officers for 2012-13. Some of your names will be among the            

nominees. Don’t worry; you will already know who you are. There’ll be no     

surprises unless someone makes a nomination from the floor. 

So....I’m makin’ you an offer you can’t refuse, right? How can you pass up 

coming to the Annual Congregation Meeting? And, by the way… I know where 

you live… 
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Sunday Services 
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Anita Van Ouwerkerk 

 

 

Interior Arts 

Lexie McGrane 

 

Caring Committee 

Caring @ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 
Cyn Blanco 

North Texas Association 

of Unitarian Universalist 

Societies (NTAUUS) 

CUUC Representatives 

NTAUUS@CommunityUU

Church.org,  

Celeste Kennedy 

Grace Morrison 

 

 UUSC Update 

• UUSC events at General Assembly - Phoenix, Arizona, June 20 - 24  

    UUSC Gala June 23 3:30pm Hyatt Regency Ballroom AB 

- Featuring Anita Hill; open to all 

    Values in Action workshops 

- Organizing Workers, Field to Fork 

- UUs Reclaiming Democracy 

- Mobilizing Communities Against Police Profiling 

- Water Justice and the Blue Revolution 

- UU College of Social Justice: Transforming Service Learning 

- Storytelling, Mobilization, and Social Media 

    Two Degrees taste test 

- Two Degrees Food is dedicated to fighting global childhood hunger: 
for each all-natural snack bar sold, Two Degrees provides one meal 
to a hungry child.  Taste tests will be offered at General Assembly. 

• Upcoming JustWorks trips 

                  A Civil Rights Journey  7/22/12 – 7/29/12 Application deadline is 
       June 3. 

An inspiring trip for ages 15-20, visiting sites and people of                   
significance in the U.S. civil-rights movement. 

                  2012 National Youth Justice Summit 7/7/12 – 7/14/12  Application 
        deadline is June 3. 

An inspiring trip for ages 15-20, visiting sites and people of                    
significance in the U.S. civil-rights movement. 

            See www.uusc.org/justworks for more information and to apply. 

 

• UUSC partner Restaurant Opportunities Centers United has released ROC 
National Diners’ Guide 2012: A Consumer Guide on the Working Conditions 
of American Restaurants.  Download it at http://actnow.uusc.org/site/
PageNavigator/Diners_Guide.html and support responsible restaurants. 

Patrick’s Ponderings….. (Continued from page 2) 

We are here to change the world. We have done it before.  We are doing it now. 

We will do it again and again and again, by growing ours and everyone’s souls. 

We do it by sharing our good news that every one has choices; and is enough; 

and is powerful and precious and holy. We do it by committing to share our re-

sources, our talents and our lives with each other for the common good, culti-

vating the divine seed within each and every one of us, creating not just a gar-

den, or a field, or a fruited plain, but a world made more fair for all. 

See you in Church.  Blessings, Patrick  
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Social Action  

Programs 

UUSInAction@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Community Harvest          

Garden 

Samaritan Inn (Monthly     

dinner) 

Plano Make a                    

Difference Day                

Plano Food Pantries 

Love Where You Live 

MLK Celebration 

Dallas Area Interfaith 
 

CityHouse  

New Orleans Rebirth  
Program  

Chalice Circle  

 

Simple Living 

simpleliving@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Ona Tannehill 

 

Attention All Women 

Women's Alliance - Annual Retreat - "Winds of Change" 

Come join us in the beautiful surroundings of Lake Texoma. We will have a          
variety of craft activities to choose from or you can "do your own thing"!  There is 
a large lodge for gathering and an outside deck surrounded by a heavily wooded 
area, including wonderful Dogwoods and Crepe Myrtles.  Great camaraderie with 
other women!  This retreat is open to all women. 

May 4th – May 6th. Location: Texoma Christian Camp, Kingston, OK.  The price 
is $75.  Scholarships are available as needed. Speak to Barb Salvo or Celeste 
Kennedy.  Make checks out to Women’s Alliance to reserve your place. If you 
would like to car pool, contact Barb Salvo 
 
Women's Alliance Fiesta Potluck 

Hola!  Grab your serapes and put on your sombreros!!! Mark your calendars for 
the Women's Alliance Fiesta Potluck for Adults on Saturday, June 9th in                   
Founders Hall.  
 
Open to all women and their spouses or significant others.  Join us from 6 PM to 
9ish for good food, good friends, and good conversation.  There will be no child 
care available.  Let Valerie Gomes know if you are coming and what type of 
Mexican style dish you are bringing to share.   

Literary Ladies Book Club 

Join us May 8 to share and discuss  The Cello Suites by Eric Siblin.  Part                   
biography, part music history, and part literary mystery, The Cello Suites weaves 
together three dramatic narratives.  An incomparable, beautifully written true life 
journey of discovery fueled y the transcendent power of a musical                           
masterpiece.  Amazon  We will meet at Karen Hall’s home.  Contact by Friday, 
May 4 if you plan to attend. 

This group meets the second Tuesday of each month from 7 – 9 p.m. and                
welcomes women members and friends of Community UU Church. The selection 
for June 12 is The Paris Wife  by Paula McLain: A deeply evocative story of                
ambition and betrayal which captures a remarkable period of time—Paris in the 
twenties—and an extraordinary love affair between two unforgettable people: 
Ernest Hemingway and his wife Hadley. Amazon  

Social Group for Older Elementary Children Join us for hot dogs on the 
back patio on May 6!  We will be holding our first organizational meeting for a 
new group for children in 4th-5th grade and their families.  What social          
activities would your children like to do together?  Field trips?  The pool or 
sprayground? Rock climbing? Picnics? Bounce house? Meet us from 12-1 
p.m. for hot dogs and plan for the summer!  And yes – “social group for older 
elementary children” is a horrible, awful, no-good, terrible name.  Let’s come 
up with a better one together!  For more information or to RSVP, contact 
Kathy Smith, DRE at dre@communityUUchurch.org. 
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REactions!!         REactions!!           
Updates  -  Announcements  -  News  

What’s Going On For Children & Youth  

Director of  
Religious Education 

Kathy Smith 
dre@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education 

Board 

reboard@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chairperson 

Laura Eckert (13) 

 

Greg Hoare 

 

Dawn Graham 

 

 

 

 

Young Religious  

Unitarian Universalists 

yruu@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

Coordinator 

Robin Coulonge 

 

 

Religious Education 

 

Quotes to Live By: 

                                                                                  

 

 

Stewardship and Children, Part Two 

Last month we talked about some general practices that religious leaders across the country 

recommend as ways to encourage children to grow up generous: 

Commit to the well-being of others because our faith calls us to it. 

Cherish children and youth. Love them enough to include them in our justice work. 

Connect giving to our faith traditions. 

Establish giving of time and money as a normal expectation of family life. 

Provide opportunities for children and youth to give. 

Provide opportunities for children and youth to serve others. 

Engage your family in activities that promote generosity and justice. 

Connect the generations in caring for each other. 

This month I’m going to offer some concrete suggestions on things you can do right now – 

today, this month or this summer – to help encourage stewardship and generosity in your 

children. 

When you come to church this Sunday, introduce them to one adult in the church that they 

haven’t met yet.  Repeat each week.  Encourage them to say hello to the adults they know 

in the church or invite them to sit with them at coffee hour.  This builds a sense of commu-

nity and will over time give your children opportunities to help.  Adults are more likely to 

include children that they know in the chores of church life, or to ask them for help with 

small favors.   

When you see an event at the church (such as the Flower Communion Worship Service on 

May 13) that is advertised as multi-generational, make it a family priority to attend.  When 

you attend a multi-generational service, make sure your children have money to put in the 

offering plate.   

 

                    (continued on page 7) 

“Every time you spend money, you’re casting 

 a vote for the kind of world you want.” 

 

 Anna Lappe 
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Fellowship Group 

Bridge Group 

bridge@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Clint Burleson 

 

Circle Suppers 

circlesuppers@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 

Diana Behannesey 

 

 

Friday Flicks 

flicks@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org   
 

Alice Mayo  

 

First Friday Folksingers 

folksingers@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Charlie Battista 

 

Outdoor Adventure 

outdooradventure@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Dick Hildenbrand 

 

 
Hospitality Committee 

 

Cheri Remily 

 

Women’s Alliance 
women@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Barb Salvo 

Celeste Kennedy 
 

P
sa

REactions!  (continued from page 6) 
 

 

Worshipping together builds community, grounds children in their faith, and gives them 

opportunities to help the church. 

Tell your children stories from our faith traditions that encourage generosity and giving: 

Stone Soup.  The story of the widow’s mite, or the parable of the Good Samaritan, both 

from the Bible.   Children learn from stories – it’s our job to provide stories that are both 

memorable and meaningful. 

Attend our congregational meeting (May 20).  If your children complain about staying 

longer at church, point out that our faith relies on the democratic process and every          

member has an obligation to vote.  Not everyone loves business meetings.  But we cannot 

expect our children to make the decision to do necessary but boring things if we do not 

model it ourselves.  You can also point out that the church thinks it’s so important for  

parents to participate that we provide special activities just for children during these 

meetings.   

Volunteer with your children to work on the summer lunch program sponsored by our 

Social Action Committee.  For three weeks this summer – one week a month – we are 

serving lunches at the elementary school down the street to children who need the school 

lunch program for adequate nutrition.  Children are encouraged to participate.  You won’t 

be asked to donate money and you’ll only have to give up an hour or so on a summer day 

– and you and your child can help make a difference in our neighborhood. For more       

information, contact Linda Frank at lindafrank1940@yahoo.com.  Children are often 

eager to help – channel that energy into helping others. 

If you can’t volunteer to help serve lunches, perhaps you and your child can go through 

the books on your shelves and donate any that have been outgrown.  We are planning to 

give children’s books away at the summer lunch program, but we need lots of books in 

order to be able to do this!  It’s important to learn that generosity involves our things as 

well as our money.   

Children learn what they live.  Come, let us live our way into the world we want to create. 

In faith,  Kathy 

Family Events at CUUC in May 

Sunday, May 6 – 12-1 First meeting of 4th-5th grade social group (yes, please help name 

us!) 

Sunday, May 13 – 10:30 Multi-generational Worship Service – Flower Communion 

Sunday, May 20 – 10:30 Worship/RE – Recognition of Teachers and Students 

Sunday, May 20 – 12-2 Congregational Meeting – Special Activities for children! 

May 20 Teacher and Student Recognitions There will be a special                 
ceremony during the worship service on May 20 to recognize our volunteer 
teachers.  We will also be honoring our students by recognizing their              
graduation from programs like Coming of Age or 4-5 OWL as well as          
celebrating some of the other growth and transitions our students have        
experienced this year.  Please plan to be there! 
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Program Board 

programs@ 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 
 

Vice President–

Programs 

Cyn Blanco (12) 

Religious Education 

Laura Eckert (13) 

 

Membership 
Jay Hall 

(13) 

Worship 

Joan Mortensen (13) 

 

Social Action 

Nelah McComsey (12) 

 

Fellowship 
Lexie McGrane (12) 

 

Adult Enrichment 

Clifton Rule (12) 

Adult Enrichment 

Adult Education 
adultre@ 

CommunityUU-
Church.org 

Celeste Kennedy 
 

EarthSpirit 
earthspirit@ 

CommunityUU-
Church.org 

Janie McDermott 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
men@ 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 

John Elder 

 

 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, May 20, 201 

12:00 pm to 1:15 pm 

Agenda 
I.  Opening Words           Reverend Patrick Price 

II.  Call to Order and Chalice Lighting        Thomas Reid, President 

III.  Quorum Verification            Gail Battista, Secretary 

IV. Adoption of Process 
     -  No person may speak for more than 3 minutes on any one item 
     -  No person may speak more than once on any item as long as         

anyone else wishes to speak. 

     -  After initial presentation, debate time for each item shall be 15          

        minutes. After 15 minutes, the question will be called unless a           

        motion is made to extend the debate another 10 minutes. A   
        majority vote will determine if debate will be extended.                  

V.  Vote on Minutes from Fall Meeting 

                      November, 2011                     Tom Reid 

VI.  Vote on bylaws changes               Sarah Reiling 
VII.       Vote on slate of candidates                     Tom Reid 

VIII.      Presentation of Outstanding UU Award  Outstanding UU Committee 

IX. President’s Report                      Tom Reid 
X. Facilities Report           Dick Hildenbrand 

XI. Stewardship Report                         Ian Rule 

XII. Budget presentation and vote on budget    Janice Hildenbrand 
XIII. Vote on mortgage refinancing         Dick Hildenbrand 

XIV.    Minister’s Report            Reverend Patrick Price 

XV. Vice President of Programs’ Report                  Cyn Blanco 

XVI.    Religious Education Report                  Kathy Smith 
XVII.   Extinguish Chalice                      Tom Reid 

XVIII.  Benediction            Reverend Patrick Price 

Simple Living Chalice Circle . 

Meeting time and place – The next meeting will be Saturday morning May 
12th,  at 11:00, at Ona Tannehill’s home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to live deliberately.  We are currently reading 
Voices of Insight, edited by Sharon Salzberg. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email simpleliving@communityuuchurch.org. 

Thank you, Celina! Please be sure to say thank you to outgoing sound 
booth guru, Celina Blanco. She has  had a profound impact on the quality of 
our Sunday services. She willingly takes on media  assignments with her 
warm smile and is so easygoing that few realize how hard she works. 
Well, the time to acknowledge it is now!  
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Committee on 

Ministry 
 

Ona Tannehill, Chair 

Bev Fleming 

Gary Sharpsteen 

Leadership  

Development                  

Committee 

nomcom@ 
CommunityUUChurch.org 

 
 

Seana Saxon (13) 

Stephanie James (13) 

Alice Mayo (14) 

Lolisa Laenger 

John Elder 

Gary Sharpsteen 

Mary Jennings 

 

 

 

 

Capital Improvement 

Committee 

Bill Daffinee, Chair 

 

 

Friday Night Flicks - Founders Hall - 7:00 PM 

Note date change for this month.  

MAY 18 - THE CONSPIRATOR 2011  

In the wake of Abraham Lincoln's assassination, seven men and one woman are arrested 
and charged with conspiring to kill the President and others.  Against the ominous           
backdrop of post-Civil War Washington, war hero Frederick Aiken (James McAvoy)          
reluctantly agrees to defend the lone woman charged, Mary Surratt (Robin Wright), before 
a military tribunal.  As the nation turns against her, Surratt is forced to rely on Aiken to 
uncover the truth and save her life.  Directed by Robert Redford  

MAY 25 - THE WAY - 2011  

THE WAY is a powerful and inspirational story about family, friends and challenges we 
face while navigating this ever-changing and complicated world.  MARTIN SHEEN plays 
Tom, an irascible American doctor who comes to France to deal with the tragic loss of his 
son (played by EMILIO ESTEVEZ).  Rather than return home, Tom decides to embark on 
the historical pilgrimage "The Way of St. James" to honor his son's desire to finish the 
journey.  What Tom doesn't plan on is the profound impact this trip will have on 
him.  Through unexpected and oftentimes amusing experiences along "The Way," Tom 
discovers the difference between "the life we live and the life we choose." 

THE FUTURE IS (STILL) IN OUR HANDS 

The first Phase of the Annual Budget Drive brought in $200,000, approximately 
what we have received in the past two years, and not enough to meet the         
financial needs of the church. Therefore, we are embarking on phase two. We 
have adopted Oliver Twist, and “More Please” as the theme of phase 2. Oliver 
was neither pathetic nor demanding when he asked for more. He was earnest. 
We need more income and we are simply asking you to help us to the best of 
your ability. That’s it. There are forms with Oliver’s earnest countenance on 
them by the mailbox in the foyer. You may fill them out and place them in the 
mailbox at any time.  

On Sunday, May 6th, we will have special entertainment during the service and 
you will have an opportunity to offer your contribution to phase 2. We do not     
enjoy asking you twice, but the alternative is possible draconian cuts in                
program, services, and even staff. If you are increasing your pledge and use a 
bank draft or credit card, we’re afraid you’ll have to fill out a new regular pledge 
form. They are by the mailbox as well. If you’re making a one-time donation, 
please attach a check to your form. Thanks for your help. 

May 20 Congregational Meeting – Special Activities for Children and 
Youth! During the congregational meeting, our Coming of Age students will be 
providing lunch for a donation.  Don’t miss this healthy and delicious opportunity 
to support our youth in their Heritage Trip to Boston coming up in July.  All           
children are invited to stay for special activities while their parents attend the 
congregational meeting from 12-1:30 – the church considers parental                    
participation so important that we include specific funding for childcare during 
congregational meetings in each year’s budget planning.  Don’t miss it! 
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UU Website Links 

Community Unitarian 

Universalist Church 

CommunityUU-

Church.org 

 

UUA—Unitarian  

Universalist              

Association 

www.uua.org 

 

UUSC—Unitarian  

Universalist Service 

Committee 

www.uusc.org 

 

SWUUC—Southwest  

District  

www.swuuc.org 

 

NTAUUS 

Community Website 

Links 

Collin County              

Interfaith 
 

www.setonparish.org/

Outreach/pai.htm 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

South Collin County TX  

(Habitat for Humanity 

SCCTX) 
 

www.Habitat-scc.org 

 

Habitat ReStore of 

SCCTX 

 

www.restore.habitat-

 

Cynful Thoughts 
 

What is this Free trade baloney anyway??? It's Fair Trade I'm gently corrected. 
Well what is the big deal anyway? Coffee is coffee isn't it? The answer to that is 
yes....and no. It's important to know where your consumables are from, and  
under what conditions they are brought to your table. 

According to the Fair Trade Resource Network website, the commonly accepted 
definition of fair trade is "a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transpar-
ency, and respect, that seeks greater equity in international trade. It contributes 
to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing 
the rights of disadvantaged producers and workers- especially in the 
South."  Sounds like that could be part of our church covenant right? In fact, it is 
a very important social service action for UU churches around the globe. It's not 
just coffee either. Tea, sugar and chocolate are also available from Fair Trade 
producers. In our church, the money you donate for coffee hour goes directly 
back into Fair Trade products for your enjoyment. According to our hospitality 
chair Cheri Remily, "using Fair Trade products is simply the right thing to do,  
period". 
 

Fair Trade is by no means a new concept. It has been around since the mid 
40's. I am chagrined that I only recently found out about it from  UU church 
teachings. But that is why we come to this church, to be enlightened, to be        
redeemed in our faith, and to learn how to be a better human in the race for our 
lives (and for others). 
 

In these times of financial stress and budget shortfalls, it is important to            
remember these hard workers who don't just have one lean year or a financial 
portfolio dip, but hard lifetimes, not given a fair shake by corporations and large 
plantations continuing structures left over from colonialism. 
 

Look forward to hearing more information regarding Fair Trade practices and 
products in your Community UU Church. Watch out for fliers, power point       
presentations and more really tasty coffee. For more information, feel free to 
contact Ona Tannehill, Cheri Remily, or visit these websites 
www.ftrn.org, www.uusd.org/coffeeproject Happy sipping! 
Cyn T Blanco, Vice President Programs, Caring Committee Chair 

Member Photos 

Are you missing from our membership gallery in Founder's Hall?  Is your             
picture there, but out of date?  We will be scheduling several photo shoot          
sessions over the next few months, starting with Sunday May 6th, from 9:30 
to 10:00.  We'll take a few shots with a digital camera, you'll be able to check 
out the results from 10:00 to 10:20 and pick your favorite before anything is 
printed.  Look for Janet Belden in the front foyer.    
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Finance Committee 
finance@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Janice Hildenbrand - Chair 

 

David Hollands 

 

Clifton Rule 

 

Gail Battista 
 

 

 

Stewardship Committee 
$$@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

Ian Rule 

Chair 
 

Rebecca Timmons 
 

Ty Hall 

 

Judith Boyle 
 

Janie McDermott 

 
 

 

Investment Committee 
investment@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 
 

 

Carol Wise (‘10) 
 

Grace Morrison (‘11) 
 

Nelah McComsey 
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The YTD income is under budget by $11,386 due to pledges not received and build-
ing usage income budgeted but not realized, which will need to come from other 
sources. YTD expenses are under budget ($68) bringing the YTD net income in deficit 
by $13,771.  After some analysis of the actuals and what remains for the year, we 
expect a deficit balance of $34K.  We can use our line of credit of $10K and have 
$16k equity we can apply to it. That leaves $8K of expenses this year that we do not 
have the money to pay.  As we are in the process of preparing our budget for this next 
fiscal year, May 2012-April 2013, we are also struggling to meet our projected ex-
penses with our projected pledges and other income.  If we do not increase the 
pledges that we need, it will be necessary to cut our expenses.  As the board of trus-
tees works on this, every suggested cut in expenses will decrease our services to our 
members, which may result in decreased membership and pledges.  We want child-
care, an RE Director and program for our children, a clean facility we can be proud of, 
but without the financial support to do these things, we will not be able to afford them.  
We have so many dreams to strengthen our church but without increased support of 
its members, we may not be able to realize those dreams.                                               
Janice Hildenbrand, Treasurer 

Profit and Loss Statement for March , 2012  
 

 
Offering Income Actual Budgeted variance

Pledged Offering $169,010.29 $177,687.00 ($8,676.71)

Loose Offering/Basket $15,986.73 $12,500.00 $3,486.73

New Pledges $2,670.00 $3,575.00 ($905.00)

Total Offering Income $187,667.02 $193,762.00 ($6,094.98)

Income & Expense Report

March 2012 % of yr: 83.33%

2011-2012 % Total

Income YTD Annual Budget Budget

Offering Income $17,739.95 $187,667.02 $229,022.00 81.94%

Fundraisers $2,372.56 $24,014.66 $24,900.00 96.44%

Building Usage $2,282.50 $23,839.22 $35,000.00 68.11%

Misc. Income $18.31 $8,918.34 $11,302.00 78.91%

   Total Income $22,413.32 $244,439.24 $300,224.00 81.42%

2011-2012 % Total

Expenses YTD Annual Budget Budget

Administration $3,159.11 $36,405.03 $40,993.00 88.81%

Program/Worship $1,810.69 $23,796.02 $28,745.00 82.78%

Religious Education $4,261.24 $45,878.23 $56,031.80 81.88%

Facilities $6,525.41 $66,145.14 $75,277.00 87.87%

Income Generating Exp $623.17 $5,244.80 $2,850.00 184.03%

Ministry $6,967.56 $70,670.59 $90,509.04 78.08%

Denomination $3,258.70 $9,951.10 $17,420.00 57.12%

Payroll Expense $12.58 $119.55 $0.00 0.00%

$26,618.46 $258,210.46 $311,825.84 82.81%

Net Income/(Loss) ($4,205.14) ($13,771.22) ($11,601.84) 118.70%
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The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed 
to Members and Friends of this 
church. Visitors who complete a 

visitor card receive issues for three 
months. To continue receiving 

issues, sign the “Welcome Back” 
book on each visit. Others may 

subscribe for an annual donation of 
$25.00. 

The editor encourages and 
appreciates submissions and          

on-time submissions are especially 
delightful. The Community News is 

published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@ 

CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any 
news item submitted for The 

Community News. 

Items may be edited for clarity and 
brevity. 

Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours Staff Office Hours     

• Minister - The Rev. Patrick Price  
  Monday is the Minister’s Sabbath (renewal time) available for emergencies only 
  Tuesday - Thursday  12:00 Noon - 4:00 p.m. 
  Friday is for reflection, study and writing. Other times by appointment. Please contact 
  Rev. Price for appointments and scheduling information.  
 

• Director of Religious Education - Kathy Smith    

  Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., other times by appointment. 
    
• Music Director - Christopher Wolff  

    

• Church Secretary - Connie Meints   
   [Church office closed on Monday]            
   Tuesday 9a.m. - 3p.m.                                      
   Wednesday 9a.m. - 2:30p.m. 
   Thursday 9a.m. - 2:30p.m.  
   Friday 9a.m - Noon  
    

    

 

 

 

Deadline for the June newsletter submissions: May 18th, 2012. Submit 

to newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org.     
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 ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

 The Mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and stimulate the religious and personal 

growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the context of the living Uni-

tarian Universalist tradition and  principles. 

We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each evening 

classes begin at 7 p.m. and end no later than 9 p.m. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a vari-

ety of topical classes. CHILDCARE is available for all classes. 

Monday Evenings 

Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 

Clifton says, "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through self-

observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight meditation." This is the 

backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a beginner or as a practiced meditator, to 

join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion but rather as learning the process of meditation to 

reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions 

and answers, group discussions and meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 

 

Wednesday Evenings 

The War on Women - See front page article 

 

Thursday Evenings 

Adventures in Religion - Rev. Don Fielding 

The Rev. Don Fielding (a retired Unitarian Universalist minister and a friend of the church) offers this program, 

which is a series of video/discussion courses.  The program is composed of videos of half hour lectures produced by 

some of the nation’s top instructors.   

Individual sessions range from one to two hours long with ample opportunities to ask    questions and/or express opin-

ions about the topics explored in the videos. Rev. Fielding says, “This is a great way to learn about religion in general 

and about individual religions in particular.  Yes, it is an adventure, but we have lots of fun and fellowship in the 

process.” 

Part III – PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

May 3rd – How Teleological Argument Works (cont’d.) 

May 10th – Why Teleological Argument is Said to Fail 

May 17th -      *** BREAK *** 

Section E – Can Divine Encounter Tell Us and  Theodicy 

May 24th – Divine Encounters Make Argument Unnecessary 

 May 31st -       Divine Encounters 

 
 

Saturday Mornings 

Yoga with Jamie Saltmarsh. Sessions begin at 9:30 am. 
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Standing on the Side of Leadership (SOTSOL) 2012 

NTAUUS is pleased to present a second year of workshops for current and potential leaders. There will 
be twelve different workshop choices, in three timeslots. Our survey showed the most interest in          
stewardship, volunteer recruitment & management, and strategies for social action. Public speaking is 
back, along with three levels of learning options for social media; we've also added sessions on worship 
development and hosting a youth conference.   

The conference will be held at Horizon UU Church in Carrolton on Saturday, June 9, 8:30 am – 5:30 
pm.  The registration fee is $25 until May 26, than goes up to $35.  Register early to be sure your          
session doesn’t fill. Details are coming soon at www.ntauus.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

May, 2012 calendar, see website. 


