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OUR VISION 
We will become a dynamic and nurturing religious community that celebrates our human  
diversity, supports lifelong spiritual growth, and acts for compassion and justice in the larger 

community. 

December Services 
  

December 2: "Hope, Optimism and Wishful Thinking" -                                 

Rev. Patrick Price.   

December 9: "Give Them Not Hell, But Hope" - Rev. Patrick Price 

December 16:  Winter Solstice Pageant - celebrate the Longest Night and the 

Shortest Day with this delightful, educational story.       

December 23:  Annual Yuletide Service.  This multigenerational, interactive 

service uses ritual, stories, and song to weave together Yule, Hanukah and 

Christmas – holidays from three of our six UU sources. 

  Rev. Patrick Price 

 

December 24:  3:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service for Families is a lively, 

participatory service of familiar carols and rounds, beautiful descants and bells, 

readings and stories of the season.  Adults, youth, families, children of all ages – all 

are welcome.  Please bring mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to go to the  Samaritan 

Inn shelter. Brief refreshments following the service. 

6:00 PM - Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service led by the Rev. 

Patrick Price. Please bring canned goods for local food pantries. 

  

December 30: To be announced. 

January  
Sunday Services  

 
January 6, 2012  
Reverend Patrick Price 
 
 
January 13, 2012  
Reverend Patrick Price 
 
 
January 20, 2013  
Reverend Patrick Price 
 
 
Janaury 27, 2013 
Worship Service Committee 
 
*9:15 a.m.: Inquirer’s Class held the 
first Sunday of each month  
 

Typical Sunday 
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.: Worship,  
Religious Education for Children 
and Youth, and Nursery Childcare  
 
11:45 a.m.: Coffee and  
Conversation  
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“Hope is the Reason for the Season?”                

A number of years ago a church near my home in South Carolina had a sign that read "Hope is the reason for 
the season." As I drove past it daily during the weeks leading to Christmas, my attitude shifted from amusement 
to "Bah! Humbug!" and then to appreciation. At first it struck me as sentimentally quaint. Then as I began to 
approach the anniversary of my father's death on the 21st of December, I received word that the partner of a 
good friend had died of AIDS complications. Afterward a child I knew in a colleague's congregation died from 
cancer, and then my sister was diagnosed with a recurrence of the breast cancer that would eventually kill her. 
Death and darkness had come for the holidays. 

Death and darkness are important parts of our human reality. They have much to teach us and they cannot be 
denied or avoided for very long; however, we all have limits as to how much we can handle. Sometimes I find 
myself muttering resentfully "Great!  Another growth opportunity.  Just what I needed." Unfortunately we 
cannot exchange these "gifts" from the Universe for a better size or color, so we are left with our pain, faith, and 
hope.  

For UUs hope is not naive wish fulfillment, but an honest optimism based upon a deep faith that we are 
inherently unique and worthy beings; that we are not alone; and that the universe ultimately has meaning. Faith is 
not based upon proof, but upon those things we know to be true in the absence of proof. I cannot give you 
proof for having hope, only that we do and that we must have it. We need light most when we are in the dark, 
and faith is the certainty that we have a candle and matches, and that if we can only lay our hands on them we 
have hope of not being lost in the dark. We as individuals must understand and symbolize our sources for hope, 
whether those sources are the Christ child, God's grace though the Hanukah miracle, or the death and return of 
the Solar year. We all experience our hope through the particular and the concrete – a card, a gift, an embrace, a 
song, a candle in the window. This is why both human connection and traditions are important. This is why I am 
continually thankful for the kindness and support I have received and continue to receive in my life, and for the 
shared generously I see in our congregations and in our larger community.  

This season is not about mindless frivolity and good times, and we should not feel burdened by guilt because we 
are not "in the holiday spirit." This season is in fact a reminder that we have life in the midst of death, and light 
in the midst of darkness. It is about the possibility of joy in the midst of sorrow and pain. It is a reminder to us 
as Unitarian Universalists that all people, including ourselves, are inherently worthy and not alone, and in turn 
we are obligated to share this message of hope in many manifest ways.  

As great as our own desire is to withdraw and to protect our tiny spark, we are to each other the bearers of this 
light and hope. We are the Magi, we are the flask of oil, we are the ones who sing the light back into being for 
each other. Together we blow bright the embers of our souls, and cup the flames of each other's hearts against 
the winds of despair. Together on this road of hope let us kindle and carry our festival lights through the 
shadows of the valley of death, remembering that the reason for the season is indeed hope. Bright blessings 
upon you and all of us, through this season and the coming New Year. 
         

 Peace, , , , Patrick.   
 

Patrick’s Ponderings 
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The Stewardship of Our Community                                                
Did you see this item in the November 15th issue of the Community UU Weekly Update?                                                                                     

God’s Food Pantry 

God's Food Pantry distributes Thanksgiving boxes to needy families every year. This year they have 219 families in 
need.  The following is list of the non perishables still needed by 11/17. 

Cans: 800 sweet peas, 800 pork-n-beans, 800 carrots, 284 canned fruit, 765 canned milk, 800 corn, 402 ranch style 
beans, 108 chili, 337 boxes stove top stuffing, 800 boxes mac-n-cheese, 400 instant potatoes, 400 hamburger 
helper, 400 boxes cereal, 400 boxes cake mix, 400 corn bread mix. 

Please place your donations in the grocery cart in our church foyer and they will be taken to the pantry. If you 
wish to make a cash donation for turkeys, see Linda Frank or Jackie Darnell. 

            Thank you.  Social Action Committee 

Wow, that’s a lot of food….and a lot of need. I’m sure many of you saw the notice and contributed significantly to the 
collection cart in the front foyer before Thanksgiving. Further, I am sure that you know that there will be significant 
additional needs during this Holiday Season. 

But do we think about the ongoing needs of God’s Food Pantry recipients throughout the year? I know that our Social 
Action Committee has and continues to do so. Our relationship with this Community Service has been a long standing one 
and continues to be of major importance. Yet our commitment to serving the poor often goes under recognized and 
acknowledged.  

We say that we stand for the worth and dignity of all human beings. But I believe that Community Church needs a louder 
voice, more participation, more volunteers, more creativity and more money to highlight our commitments. 

Our Social Action Committee has a stellar record of seeing to it that Community Church is visible in the community at 
large and we owe a debt of gratitude to Nelah McComsey and Linda Frank as major leaders in this effort as well as to the 
other volunteers who have contributed time, money and goods to all of our Social Action causes. There are heroes in our 
midst and in our past who have spoken out with their voices, their actions and their pocketbooks for these causes. 
Clarence Fisher, a longtime friend to Community Church, was a man who made such a contribution, both while he was 
alive and since his passing. There are many others of us that could be acknowledged but that is not the whole point of this 
column. 

Rather, we must continue to conceptualize Stewardship in new ways. Let us move away from the narrow view of it as our 
Annual Pledge Drive to a broader vision of collective responsibility for our planet, our community, our building, our fellow 
congregants as well as our own coffers. 

Something we have learned is that congregants don’t give of their time, talent and treasure to pay the utility bills, but rather 
what people give to are the Ministries, the Missions of the Church. If we are to do meaningful work as Stewards in our 
Congregation, we will find the resources needed to make an impact and pay the bills. So, if you know what calls you, then 
do it. If you need direction ask me, other Board Members or Social Action Committee members for it. 

As you fill your “Guest at the Table” boxes this season, drop off packaged food in the collection cart in the foyer for 
God’s Pantry, and write a check to support our Ministries…offer some time to be a Steward somewhere in our Church. 
It’s one of the best gifts you can give this year.  

Thomas A. Reid 
Community Church President 
 

President’s Column  
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Community News 

Annual Holiday Sing  
 

The First Friday Folksingers invite 
everyone to join them for their 23rd 
Annual Holiday Sing at 8 p.m. on 
Friday December 7th. The sing will 
be held at the home of Gail and Charlie 
Battista. 

Come gather around the fireplace to 
welcome the holiday season by playing 
and singing holiday songs. All voices, 
instruments, and listeners are welcome. 
A piano is available. Bring a festive 
snack to share. Seasonal beverages, 
both adult and soft, will be provided.   

Please call Gail and Charlie Battista  for 
more information and to RSVP. 
Childcare is not available. 

Secret Santa Shop 
 

Shhhh! Can you keep a secret? Children 
and youth will get a chance to have fun 
keeping their own little secrets this 
December with our Secret Santa Shop! 
They can bring their jingly coins or 
folded bills to purchase holiday gift 
items for siblings, parents, and 
grandparents; cousins, friends, and 
others. The Santa Shop will be open 
for one day only; it will be open 
December 16th in the Preschool 
Room from 12 noon  to 1:30 pm. 
Don't miss out on our variety of gently 
used toys, books, and knick-knacks for 
children and youth to purchase. Baked 
goods also will be offered for sale. Cost 
of most items is $1.00 to $5.00, with a 
few items priced considerably less for 
the very young. Ho-Ho-Hope to see 
your child there! 
 

Welcoming a Guest at Your 
Table! 

We’re finishing our Guest at Your 
Table program! Bring in your Guest at 
Your Table box with your check inside 
on December 11! Checks should be 
made payable to the UUSC.  Don’t  
 

forget: if you contribute $100 or more, 
the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock 
will again double your donation! If you 
have any questions, please contact Janet 
Belden, our in-house UUSC 
representative. 

 
NTAUUS Luncheon 
 

Please mark your calendars for the 
NTAUUS Luncheon, which will be 
held on Saturday January 12, 2013. A 
social hour at 12:30 p.m. and buffet 
lunch at 1 p.m. also are scheduled. We 
will present grants to the congregations 
and recognition awards to several loyal 
and dedicated individuals.  Reverend 
Tamara Lebak of All Souls Church in 
Tulsa will deliver the presentation 
What's Our Net Worth? We will gather at 
the UU Church of Oak Cliff, and 
tickets will be available online. 

To maintain low ticket prices we need 
sponsors! Are you willing to underwrite 
the plaques, the honoree lunch, a table 
or two, or the luncheon speaker? If you 
want to be a sponsor, please contact 
Daniel Polk at executive@ntauus.org. 
We could use help setting up tables and 
chairs, and arranging flowers. 

Literary Ladies Book Club 

We meet the second Tuesday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. We welcome 
women members and friends of 
Community UU Church. 
 
Date: Tuesday, December 11th. 
Location: June Brun's home; contact 
June if you plan to attend. 
 
Book: State of Wonder by Ann Patchett. 
State of Wonder is  a provocative and 
ambitious novel set deep within the 
Amazon jungle. Dr. Marina Singh, a 
research scientist with a Minnesota 
pharmaceutical company, is sent to 
Brazil to find her former mentor Dr. 
Annick Swenson. Dr. Swenson went  
   

 

missing in the Amazon jungle while 
working on a valuable new drug, which 
has cost the company a fortune to 
develop. Hindered by trepidation, 
Marina embarks on an odyssey into the 
insect-infested jungle with the hope of 
finding her former mentor. Marina also  

hopes to get answers to several troubling 
questions about her friend's 
disappearance, the state of her 
company's future, and her own past.  

Date: Tuesday, January 8th. 

Location: Suzie Nicholson's home 

Book: Share and discuss short stories 

and poems of your choice. 

Grocery Programs 
Recently we have received a check from 
the Good Neighbor program $60.80 and 
$21.47 from the Albertson’s Community 
Partner program.  

January Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the January 
newsletter is Friday, December  7th. 
Please get your articles in by the 
deadline. With the holiday and the office 
being closed it would help very much. 
Thank You. 

Church Office Closed  

The church office will be closed 
December 24th thru January 1st, 
reopening Wednesday, January 
2nd.  
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Women's Alliance Annual Holiday Get Together 
 

The Women’s Alliance Annual Holiday Get Together will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, December 15. Our host this year 
is Valerie Gomes. Please bring a snack to share. A gift exchange game is scheduled; you can bring a new gift for about $10 
or you can bring a nice item that you want to re-gift. Come and join us for a fun time with some warm and unique 
women. Women 18 and older are invited.  Please RSVP to Valerie Gomes or Barb Salvo . 

Women's Alliance Annual Retreat 
 

Our retreat will be held on April 5, 6, and 7, 2013 at a new location this year. We will go to Glen Lake Retreat Center in 
Glen Rose, TX. 
 

Our theme this year is “Breaking Boundaries,” which will honor women who have broken boundaries for us. We will 
reflect upon, discuss, and share our thoughts and experiences about boundaries that have affected our lives. We also will 
discuss positive and negative boundaries that exist in Western and non-Western societies and cultures.  
 

We have two price options this year: 
 

The first option is a deluxe cabin, which will accommodate nine individuals on the bottom bunks. The cabin has a large, 
lighted vanity area and a bathroom with showers. The mattresses are wide and firm. You must provide your bedding. The 
price is $100 for the weekend, which includes three meals on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday. 
 

The second option is new this year: a limited number of hotel-style rooms are available for $150. These rooms are semi-
private with two twin beds and a private bath in each room, and you do not have to provide your bedding. This price also 
includes your meals. 
 

Visit with old friends and make new ones at our annual gathering. Join us for a fun weekend bonding with other women 
through sharing, songs, and walks; yoga activities, river walking, and much more. We have many activities planned, but you 
also can choose to spend time alone doing anything you want.  
 

This is your chance to get away from it all! Whether it is your first time or your 10th time, come join in the fun and 
camaraderie! We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

If you plan on joining us, which we hope you do, you must register and pay before February 28, 2013.  Contact Barb 
Salvo for more details. 
 
 
FRIDAY FLICKS - 7:00 p.m.- Founders Hall 
  

DEC. 14: FULL HOUSE  (1952) 
  

Top movie talents lend their gifts to this 1952 anthology of O. Henry’s short-story adaptations, introduced and 
narrated by Nobel laureate John Steinbeck. "The Gift of the Magi," "The Clarion Call," "The Cop and the 
Anthem," "The Last Leaf,” and “The Ransom of Red Chief” come to life thanks to an impressive roster 
including Anne Baxter, Richard Widmark, Marilyn Monroe, Charles Laughton, and directors Howard Hawk and 
Henry Harthaway. 
  

DEC. 28: MISS POTTER (2006) 
  

Based on the life of Beatrix Potter, author of the beloved children's classic "The Tale of Peter Rabbit," Miss 
Potter is about an extraordinary but sheltered writer whose passionate romance with her publisher would change 
her life forever.  Starring Renee Zellweger and Ewan McGrefor. 

Community News 



6  The Community News 

Community News 

Social Action News - December 2012 
 

While you are doing your holiday shopping, remember to pick up a book for our holiday drive for patients at Children's 
Medical Center. We are collecting Spanish-language children's books; the hospital receives many book donations, but few 
books are donated for Spanish-speaking children and parents. Leave your books in the collection box on the table in the 
church foyer. (We will be collecting books through the end of December!) 

Please continue to bring your food donations for God’s Food Pantry! Place canned goods or other non-perishable items in 
the grocery cart in the foyer. Remember that many individuals in our community need food assistance! You can also make 
cash donations – contact Linda Frank. 
The Common Read book for 2013 has been announced! The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by 
Michelle Alexander (The New Press) has been selected as the 2012-13 Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Common 
Read. Alexander, an attorney who is a civil rights advocate and litigator, asserts that such crime-fighting policies and 
systems in the United States as the “war on drugs” and the incarceration system disproportionately and intentionally affect 
Americans of color. She describes multifaceted, lifelong discrimination and disenfranchisement that affect people who are 
branded a “felon.” We will have copies available for purchase in January – the book also is available in Nook and Kindle 
editions. Be sure to read the book before our discussion in March! 

Stewardship In Action  By Lexie McGrane 
 

Perhaps the title of this article should be stewardship behind 
the scenes, or more precisely, stewards behind the scenes.  
Some reliable and active volunteers support our church by 
performing tasks that need to be done on a regular basis, but 
tasks that many of us may not even think about.  You know 
what I mean – those things we’ve come to expect.  For 
example, how does the Memory Garden stay weed free?  
Who folds the newsletter every month?  Why is there always 
room to put our bottles and cans into the recycle bins?   
These and many other ongoing tasks are vital to our church, 
so this month I’d like to recognize a few of the dedicated 
stewards who get them done. 
 

Keeping the Memory Garden Weed Free and the Roses 
Tended:  Bob Coe, Mary Ellen Blohowiak, and Linda Frank 
Entering the pledges/Sunday deposit into the 
bookkeeping system: Ona Tannehill 
Making reminder phone calls for those involved in 
Sunday Worship Services: Donna Bening 
Tending and weeding the flower and shrub beds: Amy 
Dessert and Jo Houser 
Folding and mailing the monthly newsletter: Rosemarie 
Petrich, Betty Moore, Bev Fleming, Bob Coe, Maria Cudhea, 
Alice Mayo and others! 
Emptying the recycle bins and taking the contents to be 
recycled: Rosemarie Petrich 
Cleaning the church after Sunday services:  Laura Eckert  
 

Are these all of the behind the scenes tasks and the unsung 
heroes who do them?  Absolutely not!  In the coming 
months, the goal of Stewardship In Action is to recognize and 
thank our dedicated stewards who work behind the scenes 
and in more visible roles to make our church the welcoming, 
vital place it is.    

 

 

 

Simple Living Chalice Circle     

Meeting time and place – The next meeting will be 
Saturday morning December 8, at 11:00, at Ona 
Tannehill’s home. 

Theme/topic – Learning together to live deliberately.  
We are currently reading Voices of Insight, edited by 
Sharon Salzberg. 

Facilitator – Ona Tannehill.  Email 
simpleliving@communityuuchurch.org. 

January 12 will be the fourth annual presentation of 
the NTAUUS Recognition Awards, and Rev. 
Tamara Lebak, associate minister at All Souls in 
Tulsa, will ask What's Our Net Worth?  

Tickets will be available online by the first of 
December. The event will be held at the UU Church of 
Oak Cliff, and the social hour starts at 12:30 
p.m.  Please contact Daniel Polk with any questions. 
 
To keep the ticket price low, we are soliciting 
sponsorships: 
Diamond: $1000 covers most of the meal. 
Platinum: $500 covers the cost of the speaker. 
Gold: $250 pays for two tables. 
Silver: $125 pays for a table. 
Bronze: $100 takes care of the honorees' lunch. 
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Quotes to Live By: 

“No one ever became poor by giving.”  

~Anne Frank in The Diary of Anne Frank~ 

Our Sanctuary Tree will feature the highlights of the year as reflected in our lives. The RE Board and Interior Arts 
Committee are jointly hosting our second annual tree-trimming party on Sunday, November 25.  The RE Board invites 
church families to add one beautiful, special ornament to our tree that symbolizes something special about this year in your 
family’s life – birth, graduation, travel, hobby, or passion. Families can be any size or shape. All families are welcome. You 
do not need to have young children to be counted as a family, and yes, those of us who live by ourselves are families in our 
own right. Tags will be available to identify your ornament so that you can reclaim it in January. Time will be provided 
during each worship service in December to add your ornament to our tree. We hope that this will bring additional joy and 
meaning to our tree this season. 

Holiday Pageant Worship Service  This year’s pageant and worship service will include an archetypical Winter Solstice 
story: The Wise Woman, the Fool, the Mayor, and the Storyteller, along with a cast of Villagers, will lead us through the 
elements of our weekly Unitarian Universalist worship service. The major parts have been assigned but we are still looking 
for Villagers, and some small speaking roles are still available.  (And yes, if your younger child wants to be an animal, 
villagers have animals too!)  Please let me know if your child is interested in participating. 

We will do a read-through of the major parts on Sunday, November 25.  We will have two full rehearsals, one on Sunday, 
December 2 and one on Sunday, December 9. A final dress rehearsal will be held on Sunday, December 16 at 9 a.m. 

For many children (and families), a part in the annual church holiday pageant is one of the rituals that adds depth and 
meaning to the holiday while providing many wonderful memories over the years. I hope your children will participate; 
whether they participate or not, I hope your family will enjoy this multi-generational holiday service. 

Secret Santa Shop – December 16 at 12 noon – more information to follow! 

In faith,  Kathy 

Family Events at CUUC in November 

Sun. 12/2 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m., Pageant Rehearsal 12-1 

Sun. 12/9 – Worship/Religious Education classes, 10:30 a.m., Pageant Rehearsal 12-1 

Sun. 12/16 – Guest at Your Table ends, Holiday Pageant Multi-Generational Service 

  (dress rehearsal 9 a.m., pageant 10:30 a.m.), Secret Santa Shop 12-1 

Sun. 12/23 – Yuletide Multi-Generational Service 

Mon. 12/24 – Family Christmas Eve Service 3 p.m., Candlelight Service 6 p.m. 

Sun. 12/30 – RE Games Day (no regular classes) 

 

Where in the UU World is our DRE?  I can be reached by email or cell phone (443-668-1336) from Wednesday to 
Sunday. I take my Sabbath time from Sunday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon. Non-emergency messages received during 
that time will be answered Wednesday morning. I am in the office on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, or by 
appointment during other times.  From December 26 to January 1, I will be at the Southeast Winter Institute in Miami 
(SWIM).  I will return phone and email messages during that time, but responses could take longer than usual. 

RE actions Religious Education 
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Community News 

UUSC Update 

Malya Villard-Appolon, cofounder of UUSC partner KOFAVIV, has been selected as one of 10 finalists for 
the 2012 CNN Hero of the Year. Help her win the top honor and $250,000 to further KOFAVIV's vital 
work in Haiti. Follow these steps to vote for her: 

Go to heroes.cnn.com. 

Click on the photo of MALYA VILLARD-APPOLON. 

Complete the fields. 

Click VOTE. 

Visit shop.uusc.org for a selection built around the highest ethical standards; these standards consider fair labor 
conditions, environmental impact, and mission focus. Many products originate from program partners and areas 
where UUSC human rights programs work to create sustainable livelihoods. Watch Twitter for discount coupons 
and five (5) percent off our top items through our Facebook "social store"! 

Concern for the ways restaurant workers and other food chain workers are treated is an important part of ethical 
eating. Sign up today to join the support for restaurant worker justice.  http://actnow.uusc.org/site/
PageNavigator/RestaurantWorkerJustice.html 

After two years of effort, restaurant workers in New York City signed a settlement agreement with a restaurant 
owned by celebrity chef Mario Batali. The workers were organized by Restaurant Opportunities Centers (ROC) 
United, a UUSC partner. For more information, visit http://www.uusc.org/blog/entry/3245/
restaurant_worker_victory_in_new_york_city 

Upcoming College of Social Justice trips: 

New Orleans Community Building: Turning the Tides with CELSJR Feb 4 to 10, Apr 27 to May 5, Jul 20 to 27 

Border Links: Immigration Justice Tour Feb 1 to 4, May 24 to 27 

Haiti Just Recovery Feb 3 to 10, Mar 2 to 9, May 25 to Jun 1 

Sienna Project: Building Schools in Guatemala Feb 15 to 23 

See http://uucsj.org/programs/  for more information and to register. 

Our church program-year (September-May) is fashioned around nine theological themes. Each theme 
plays a part in the development of a well-grounded religious and spiritual life. The church’s offerings each 
month are by no means limited to the themes. However, these topics provide an axis around which many 
elements of church life gain more meaning and depth. They provide us with a set of common stories and 
ideas that become elements of an ongoing community conversation. Be warned: Seriously engaging 
these themes could transform your life.               

December - Hope      February - Love  April - Transformation 

January - Justice     March - Brokenness  May - Transcendence   
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STEWARDSHIP: It Takes a Congregation! 
Where does it all go? 

As we phased in our new Stewardship Council, we have enjoyed excellent training and have purchased and 
read several helpful tomes to broaden our stewardship endeavor successfully. All these sources agree that 
contributors want to know what has been done with their contributions; not FICA and toilet paper, they get 
that. Their question is “How did I help the church become more effective? More attractive? Or just pursue 
some goals that are meaningful to the congregation and to me?” (A little self-interest is okay!) We surveyed our 
council members and came up with a fascinating collection of ideas. Some are big, others are not, but all of 
them add to the richness of life at Community Church. Here they are: 

Stewardship:  

The marvelous Jenny Weil from First Church enlightened and enthused us at a well-attended August 
leadership retreat, where the entire focus was on increasing our stewardship efforts. 

Using Jenny’s suggestion, we put together a small library of “how-to” books on stewardship. Some of them are 
real page turners. 

Leadership: 

We sent church leaders to the Dwight Brown Leadership Experience. This week-long workshop, which was 
conducted by the Southwest Unitarian Universalist Conference, has been training board members and other 
lay leaders for decades. Participants bond with more than two dozen leaders from churches in five states. 

Students who are considered potential leaders are sent to UU summer camp where they hone their leadership 
skills. 

UU Generally Assembly is a heady experience; being in the company of several thousand UUs (last year in 
Phoenix) gets some serious mojo working. Because it also is a blow to the pocketbook, we now have 
scholarships available to help with expenses. 

Membership: 

You have probably noticed the new visitor nametags. They are a big step toward making newcomers feel 
welcome. Thank you, Jay Hall. 

Pizza for the attendees at the New UU classes helps members to bond with potential new members. 

The members’ Rogue’s Gallery has been updated and given a prominent placement in the hall. Thanks to Janet 
Belden, folks who have been waiting to appear need wait no more 

Facilities: 

Founders Hall is looking quite spiffy. Lexie McGrane has more improvements in the works. 

Adult Religious Education: 

Mary Jennings is now able to produce those eye-catching posters highlighting our outstanding evening classes. 

And there are many more. So you see what we can do with the leanest of budgets. Think what we could do 
with a bit of a surplus. Let’s find out! 



10  The Community News 

UU Church Contact Email Addresses  
Rev. Patrick Price: 
revpprice@CommunityUUChurch.org 

President Tom Reid: 
president@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith: 
dre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Director of Music Christopher Wolff: 
wolff08@gmail.com 

Church Secretary Connie Meints:  
cuuc-office@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Church Bookkeeper Grace Morrison:  
bookkeeper@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Facilities Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
facilities@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Board of Trustees: board@CommunityUUChurch.org 
Trustees meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in Founders’ Hall. Members, friends and visitors are always  
welcome. 

Worship Programs (Sunday Services, Ushers 
Coordinator, Interior Arts) 
worship@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Caring Committee Coordinator Cyn Blanco 
Caring @CommunityUUChurch.org 

Communications Director Lexie McGrane: 
communications@communityuuchurch.org 

Personnel Coordinator Sandy Farlow: 
skjfar@gmail.com 

Social Action Programs (Community Harvest Garden, 
Samaritan Inn monthly dinner, Plano Make a Difference 
Day, Plano Food Pantries, Love Where You Live, MLK 
Celebration, Dallas Area Interfaith, CityHouse , New 
Orleans Rebirth Program):  
UUSInAction@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Bridge Group Coordinator Clint Burleson: 
bridge@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Circle Suppers Coordinators John Snyder:  
Circlesuppers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Friday Flicks Coordinator Alice Mayo:  
flicks@Community UUChurch.org 

First Friday Folksingers Coordinator Charlie Battista: 
folksingers@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Outdoor Adventure Coordinator Dick Hildenbrand:  
outdooradventure@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Leadership Development Committee: 
ldc@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Capital Improvement Committee (Bill Daffinee, Chair): 
wrdaffinee@aol.com 

Strategic Planning Committee: 
planning@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Chalice Circle/Simple Living Coordinator Ona Tannehill: 
simpleliving@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Program Board: programs@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Finance Committee: finance@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Stewardship Committee (Ian Rule, Chair): 
$$@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Investment Committee: 
investment@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (Kathy Smith, 
Coordinator): 
yruu@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Adult Enrichment/Adult Education (Celeste Kennedy, 
Director): adultre@CommunityUUChurch.org 

EarthSpirit (Janie McDermott, Coordinator): 
earthspirit@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Men’s Fellowship (John Elder, Coordinator): 
men@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Religious Education Board (Amanda Peters, Chairperson): 
reboard@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Hospitality Committee (Cheri Remily, Coordinator): 
cremily4512@gmail.com 

Women’s Alliance: women@CommunityUUChurch.org 

UU Website Links 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA): www.uua.org 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC): 
www.uusc.org 

Southwest  District  (SWUUC): www.swuuc.org 

North Texas Association of Unitarian Universalist Societies 
(NTAUUS): 
www.ntauus.org 

CUUC Representatives Celeste Kennedy and Grace 
Morrison: 
NTAUUS@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Community Website Links 

Collin County Interfaith: www.setonparish.org/Outreach/
pai.htm 

Habitat for Humanity South Collin County: www.Habitat-
scc.org 

Habitat ReStore of South Collin County: 
www.restore.habitat-scc.org 
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Finance Committee 
 
by Ty Hall, Treasurer 
 
The October Financial summary is included with this report.  Last month I stated in error that that month’s report 
was October.  My apologies for my error and any confusion as a result. Our income for October exceeded expenses 
for net income of $8,069.88, boosted primarily by a very substantial increase in expected pledges for the month.  

 Overall, we are about $7,000 above expected net income for the year to date.  Thanks to each of you for your 

stewardship of our church. 

October  Financial Report 
 

INCOME & EXPENSE October  2012 

  12-Sep Budget YTD 

Annual 

Budget 

YTD as % 

of Annual 

INCOME           

Total Offering Income 27,762.46 19,329.25 106,126.13 232,225.08 46% 

Total Fund Raiser Income 4,501.33 533.00 11,640.04 28,100.00 41% 

Total Building Usage 2,206.75 2,450.00 10,241.75 29,400.00 35% 

Total Misc. Income 327.17 564.16 2,109.58 5,109.92 41% 

Total Income 34,797.71 22,876.41 130,117.50 294,835 44% 

            

EXPENSE           

Administration 3,930.88 3,248.58 17,769.98 42,802.03 32% 

Programs 2,308.91 2,242.88 9,207.29 25,834.25 27% 

Religious Education 4,547.55 4,340.34 25,268.48 54,138.00 38% 

Facilities/Grounds 3,023.31 5,475.20 27,780.60 60,252.00 41% 

Income-Generating Expense 2,478.55 625.00 5,276.32 7,550.00 37% 

Ministry 6,669.33 7,377.82 37,139.90 88,533.72 34% 

Denomination 1,325.87 1,429.54 3,114.21 15,725 11% 

Total Expense 26,727.83 24,739.36 128,050.09 294,835.00 34% 

Net Income 8,069.88 -1,862.95 2,067.41 0.00   



12  The Community News 

 

Monday: church offices closed 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Friday: 9 a.m. to Noon  
 

Reverend Patrick Price  
Monday: Available for emergencies only. 
Tuesday through Thursday: 12:00 Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: Available for emergencies only.  
Other times by appointment. Please contact Reverend Price for  
appointments and scheduling information.  
 

Director of Religious Education Kathy Smith    
Wednesday and Thursday: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p. m., other times by  
appointment. 
 

Music Director Christopher Wolff and Church Secretary Connie Meints are 
available during church office hours. 

Church Office Hours 

The Community News 

The Community News  is distributed to 
Members and Friends of this church. 
Visitors who complete a visitor card 
receive issues for three months. To 
continue receiving issues, sign the 

“Welcome Back” book on each visit. 
Others may subscribe for an annual 

donation of $25.00. 

The editor encourages and appreciates 
submissions and on-time submissions are 
especially delightful. The Community 
News is published once a month. 

Email articles to  
newsletter@CommunityUUChurch.org 

Please include your name on any news 
item submitted for The Community News. 

Community Unitarian Universalist Church of Plano  

2875 E. Parker Rd. 

Plano, TX 75074 

Address service requested. 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Plano, TX 
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Adult Religious Education 
The mission of the Adult Religious Education Program is to nurture and to stimulate the religious and 
personal growth of the adult church community. We offer a varied and cohesive program within the 
context of the living Unitarian Universalist tradition and principles. 
We offer a range of classes of interest to adults and youth on weekday evenings throughout the year. Each 
evening class begins at 7 p.m. and ends no later than 9 p.m. Sunday class begins at 12:05pm and ends at 
1:30pm. Our programs include our continuing meditation group and a variety of topical classes. 
CHILDCARE is available for all classes to reserve childcare call the church office (972-424-8989) at least 
48 hours in advance. 
 

Monday Evenings 
Vipassana Meditation - Clifton Rule 
Clifton says "Vipassana means insight into the nature of reality. It is a way of self-transformation through 
self-observation and introspection. Vipassana meditation is often referred to simply as "insight 
meditation." This is the backbone of our studies in Meditation on Monday nights. We invite you, as a 
beginner or as a practiced meditator, to join us on our exploration. We view Buddhism not as a religion 
but rather as learning the process of meditation to reduce the suffering in our lives and in the world 
around us. We explore through readings, dharma talks, questions and answers, group discussions and 
meditation. Join us and explore this process as we all grow together." 
 

Wednesday Evenings 
Great Women of the Dallas Area, 1861 to World War II - Presented by Anita Van Ouwerkerk 
December 5th - Aviation’s Golden Age of Dallas: World War II, day care, and birth control are reviewed. 
The first female federal judge is discussed. Between WWI and WWII Dallas led the country in aviation. 
Bessie Coleman, the first black woman to earn a pilot’s license, bought her last plane in Dallas. 
Flight schools were opened in Dallas. The Women Air Force Service Pilots was established. We will see 
how far great Dallas women went. 
 

Thursday Evenings 
We Are Unitarian Universalists! - Rev. Patrick Price and DRE Kathy Smith 
This is an ongoing series for adult faith development led by Rev. Patrick Price and our DRE Kathy Smith. 
Our intent is to repeat this series in future years. The series consists of three classes (We Are Unitarian 
Universalists; Owning Your Religious Past; and Spirit in Practice), which bring Unitarian Universalist 
practices and beliefs into focus for both newcomers and longtime UUs. January 4 through February 7 . 
 

Adventures in Religion 
Don Fielding’s popular four-year series has ended. In January he will begin a new series titled 
“Adventures in Origins.” The first segment will be Cosmology: The History and Nature of Our 
Universe. A syllabus will be available in January. In December Don will screen films with religious content.  
 

Saturday Mornings 
Yoga for YOU - Jamie Saltmarsh 
9:30 to 10:40 am. Founders Hall  
Practice yoga in a casual and welcoming format. Yoga increases strength, flexibility, and balance; 
energizes and purifies the body; and gives you a calm focused mind, and a more peaceful and joyful 
spirit. 
This class is perfect for those who want to try yoga for the first time. For experienced yogis, this class 
provides an opportunity to focus on the basics. Modifications are provided for all different levels and 
abilities, including seated options.  If you can breathe you can do yoga! 
          (continued on back side) 
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Adult Religious Education (continued from reverse side) 

Instructor:  Jamie Oman-Saltmarsh   I am actively working toward my 200-hour vinyasa yoga 
certification. I have experience teaching yoga to seniors, seasoned yogis, and novices. My passion is 
making yoga accessible to everyone. 
Bring water, a towel and a yoga mat (a limited number of yoga mats will be available to borrow). 

For our December 2012 calendar, go to our website at: 

CommunityUUChurch.org  


